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Each one of us who believes in a good God eventually 
will encounter the unpleasant fact that life on God’s 
earth is not always good. Does this mean our belief is 
naive, misguided, wrong?

Elie Wiesel would have said so. A Jewish teenager who 
was imprisoned in a German concentration camp, 
Weisel later wrote in a book entitled Night, “Never 
shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, which 
has turned my life into one long night . . . Never shall I 
forget those flames which consumed my faith forever.”

But difficult times don’t have to turn us away from 
God—tribulation can strengthen our faith, not 
destroy it. The faith of some sufferers did survive the 
Holocaust. A testimony written in German on the 
wall in an underground hideaway for Jews has been 
translated and arranged this way in English:

I believe in the sun even when it’s not  shining.

I believe in love even when I feel it not.

I believe in God even when he is silent.

When life is confusing, overwhelming, and full of 
trouble, seven simple words from the Apostle Paul 
guide us: “We walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 
5:7). As the Book of Job reveals, in hard times something 
is happening beyond what we can see and feel. 

Faith gives us eyes to see the unseen: “For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 

far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while 
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen” (2 Corinthians 4:17, 18).

Another element of faith is how it enables us to hang 
on tightly. James wrote, “Behold, we count them happy 
which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, 
and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is 
very pitiful, and of tender mercy” (James 5:11).

Wesley and Sheryl Leinbach wrestled with questions 
of God’s goodness and sovereignty after their daugh-
ter was born with a genetic mutation that threatened 
her life and shattered her parents’ dream of a “perfect” 
family. Their story is told in A Fragile Heritage, which 
ends with these words: 

I hold the word perfect more loosely than I did 
the day Louisa was born. . . . I know this earth 
too well by now. Perfect is for Heaven.  

God is good; He is perfect. His goodness holds 
no degrees such as the good, better, and best 
we use here. His goodness is always perfect. 
The uppermost, yet limitless.

Good in the widest sense, this is the God 
who has been looking out for me. Good—
abundant in favor, mercy, kindness. 
Beautiful, gracious, loving, precious, ready, 
sweet . . . the Hebrew dictionary gives me 
these definitions. 

Too Wise to Err



The doctor spoke sympathetically, but his words were devastating. “Yes, it is genetic. This mutation happened 
because you are Mennonites.” 

Wesley and Sheryl were stunned. Their perfect new daughter had been hospitalized five days after birth with 
mysterious symptoms. Between episodes of shrill, spasmodic crying, Louisa was mostly comatose, refusing 
to eat. Had the doctor really said their daughter was 
sick because they were Mennonites? His words felt 
like an indictment of their heritage of faith and the 
God who had preserved it.

The diagnosis of MSUD (maple syrup urine disease) 
changed everything for the Leinbach family. Louisa’s 
restrictive diet was measured in grams, and ordinary 
viruses sent her to the hospital. Her parents faced 
endlessly circling questions. 

Should Wesley and Sheryl risk having more children, 
knowing they could also inherit the mutation? Should 
they pursue a liver transplant for Louisa? What would 
keep their children from marrying carriers of the 
mutation and beginning a new generation of suffering?

Combining one family’s story with fascinating 
research on genetic disease, A Fragile Heritage traces 
the strands of heritage, faith, and mutation through 
generations and addresses questions about genetic 
mutations resulting from the overlapping ancestry of 
many Mennonites and Amish today. It also answers a 
deeper question: In a world of imperfection, how can 
we believe in a perfect God?

265650 $14.95 476 pages, 6x9

I take these words knowing my soul will always 
be probing, searching out the vast expanse of 
His goodness. This is the God I find at the end 
of all my questions.

Not everyone’s story has a happy ending in the here 
and now. But by the grace of God, we can surrender 
ourselves to the keeping of our perfect Creator, living 
out these lines from Charles Spurgeon’s sermon “A 
Happy Christian”: 

“The worldling blesses God while He gives him plenty, 
but the Christian blesses Him when He smites him: 
he believes Him to be too wise to err and too good to 
be unkind; he trusts Him where he cannot trace Him, 
looks up to Him in the darkest hour, and believes that 
all is well.”

Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God 
commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator. – 1 Peter 4:19

A Fragile Heritage
Sheryl Leinbach



I Am A Teacher, and I Love It!
Deana Swanson
Written by an experienced teacher, this resource contains stories, seasoned advice, and hands-on 
projects to make learning enjoyable. Includes chapters with ideas for specific classes: morning 
devotions, Bible memory, electives, grammar, literature, speech, research papers, field trips, 
history, science, and journal writing, as well as a section on cultural parties.

242305 $11.50 227 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Surprised by Success
Merle Burkholder
Merle wasn’t a hunter, but when his friends invited him 
to go deer hunting, he went along for the camaraderie. 
When a buck walked into sight and stood within range, 
Merle knew he needed to try for it. Surprised by Success 
includes sixty-five stories of successes and failures from 
the author’s life.

265640 $10.95 177 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Prairie Child
Ruth Ann Stelfox
Rilla loved her home in a small farming community on 
the Alberta prairies. Surrounded by fun-loving cousins 
and siblings, she reveled in the joy of carefree moments 
and shivered through frightening ones: a night raider, an 
angry bull, a hailstorm and blizzard, and a runaway ’56 
jalopy. Running through these rollicking stories from 
the author’s childhood are shining threads of love and 
laughter, faith, gratitude, and God’s care. Prairie Child is 
a book the whole family will enjoy.

265665 $11.50 239 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

God’s Glory in the Church
John Coblentz
Increase your understanding of and appreciation for 
not only the Book of Ephesians, but also the church. 
This phrase-by-phrase commentary on Ephesians is 
more devotional than exegetical. Based on NKJV.

252335 $11.95 290 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Homemaker’s Friend 2024 Daily Planner
Sue Hooley
Moms are busy people, but with good planning and God’s help, you can take time for what 
matters most. A planner user says, “I love it. It has everything I need to be effective and 
focused while still remembering the importance of the things of the heart and spirit! I wish 
I had known of this planner years ago as it allows me to keep everything from appointments 
to grocery lists in one portable place that fits in my handbag.”

846124 $17.50 5½ x 8½



“Wait! That’s not fair! You can’t do that!” I heard the children call.
“If you can’t play the right way, then you shouldn’t play at all!”
“You really should know better,” said one boy, and darkly frowned;
And so to show I didn’t care, I shoved him to the ground.

Now I was very sorry, but I couldn’t let them know it.
I ran away before my face would have the time to show it.
I wish I hadn’t done those things, I guess I didn’t think.
But that was just the starting point—things worsened in a blink.

Every day, Rosanna pretended to be someone. 
Some days she was a shopkeeper, and some 
days she was a mom with lots of naughty 
children. Other days she pretended to be a 
missionary or maybe a nurse. Often she lined 
up her little brother and sisters and taught 
them their ABC’s.

“Your great-great, great-great, great-great 
grandfather couldn’t even read,” said 
Grandma Anna up the road. “He couldn’t 

sign his name when he 
first came to America. 
The captain wrote his 

name in the ship’s log, 
and Grandpa 

Christian put 
his mark 
beside it.”

Rosanna in the Middle
Lucinda J. Kinsinger
Rosanna lived between Grandma Anna up the road, who told 
stories about moving to Wisconsin; and Grandma Anna down 
the road, who loved beautiful things. Rosanna learns from 
her grandmas about her ancestor who came to America long 
ago and about a Chinese mother who suffered for her faith. 
Rosanna learns to see herself as part of a much larger family of 
God. Based on actual events, this story from the author of The 
Arrowhead is illustrated with colorful paintings.

265670 $17.25 48 pages, 10 x 8

The Arrowhead Lucinda J. Miller Kinsinger
An arrowhead lay hidden, buried in the soil of an Indiana farm. The Indian who had 
shot it was long forgotten. Generations of settlers and other families who worked 
the land never found it. Then came Ted, searching for an arrowhead like those his 
sisters had found. This story is illustrated in color and helps bring history to life.

265240 $17.25 44 pages, 10 x 8

Something to Crow About
Rosalyn Nolt
On his first day at a new school, Jeremiah shoves a classmate to the ground. 
Too proud to apologize, he tries to act tough when the other boys pick on 
him in retaliation. Jeremiah is lonely and miserable until a crow he befriends 
teaches him a lesson. Told 
with rollicking rhymes, 
Something to Crow About is 
an entertaining story with 
a serious message about 
kindness and friendship. 
Illustrated in color.

265660 $14.75  
36 pages, 6¾ x 8

Kernels of Hope Tina Fehr
“Please, Papa!” Susannah begged. “Just like you want to take 
your wheat, I want to take my doll!” Kernels of Hope is set 
during the Russian Mennonite migration to Manitoba in the 
late 1880s. Join Susannah and her family on a journey to a 
new home for their people and their faith. Illustrated in color.

265625 $14.75 36 pages, 6¾ x 8



You can view sample 
pages from every 
Christian Light book 
on our website 
before you buy. Click 
“See a sample.”

When Sparrows Sing
Janis Good
Polio had left Dewdill unable to run, but she pitched in with chores in 
spite of her weak leg. She was responsible enough to care for a neighbor 
lady who also suffered from polio. One evening Dewdill found her 
patient lying still and quiet, barely breathing. What could she do to save 
Mrs. Hopewell’s life? 

Set in the years after the Great Depression, When Sparrows Sing follows 
Dewdill from living in a poorhouse, to a foster home, to being reunited 
with her family. It is a true story of difficult times, determination, and trust 
in the heavenly Father.

265655 $10.95 152 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

A Farm for Duncan
Frieda Thiessen
As a lad growing up in Scotland, Duncan MacLean 
enjoys working with cattle. But his father, a 
blacksmith, is unsure about farming. Their small 
croft barely provides hay for two cows, and some 
years, the tacksman takes their calves. Then the 
laird of Glen Mor sells his land, and his crofters are 
forced to move. Duncan’s family decides to book 
passage across the Atlantic. Historical fiction set in 
the early 1800s.

265505 $11.95 280 pages, 5¼ x 8¼

Once Upon a Bedtime in a Faraway Land
Laura Rohrer Showalter
Oliver lies in bed and imagines traveling around the world. Who might 
he meet? What kind of bed would he sleep in? From a goat-hair tent to 
a snowy igloo, from a jungle hammock to a rooftop mat, take a bedtime 
trip around the world with Oliver and marvel at the places and people 
in God’s big world.

265620 $17.25 50 pages, 10 x 8

Small Wonders
Janis Good
With an extraordinary sense of wonder, young 
children delight in the simple things of life: 
touching a puppy’s soft fur, sharing milk and 
cookies with a friend, or watching a bubble 
float into the sky. These twenty-four tiny 
stories and colorful pictures capture moments 
of awe, love, or action that you can enjoy with 
a little person in your life.

265615 $14.75 54 pages, 6¾ x 8



Over fifty Spanish titles are available from 
Christian Light. These three are the newest.

Markie and the Hammond Cousins: Enjoyable 
stories about relating to a cousin with Down 
syndrome. Available only in Spanish. 
263374 $8.95

Overcoming Inferiority: One woman’s journey 
to victory. Available in both English and Spanish.
241921 $6.95

Sristi: A story about a Bhutanese girl in a refugee 
camp in Nepal. Available in both English and Spanish.
265471 $10.75

The following items are available in French:
The Christian and the State 241229  $2.95
Adorning the Temple 241497  $2.95
Living Above Lust 241612  $2.95
The Pilgrim and Technology 241627  $2.95
Have You Heard the 
Good News (tract) 210369FR $0.04

Word Search Puzzles
Do you enjoy word search puzzles? These two are 
the newest titles in our large selection of Bible 
verse puzzles. They contain ninety puzzles each.

Strength Word Search Puzzles $3.50

Trust Word Search Puzzles $3.50

89
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Books in Spanish 
and French



Select Books From Other Publishers

Greasy – the Story of a Former Robber
Author Unknown
After running away from an orphanage, Pavel joined a band 
of robbers and acquired the nickname Greasy. But when a 
New Testament showed up in the band’s loot, Pavel became 
a preacher for Christ. This inspiring story from Russia shows 
the Gospel’s power.

263485 $1.95 47 pages, 5½ x 8, Grace Press

From Field to Table Series
Colleen Musser
Each story in the From Field to Table series 
is illustrated with photographs.

Apple Cider: A Sip of Autumn. On a 
brisk autumn day, Mia and her family pick 
apples to be processed into cider. $8.95

Honey: Summer’s Golden Sweetness. 
Alan and Kelsie help their dad check hives, 
smoke bees, and collect honey. $8.95

Maple Syrup: Spring’s First Treat. Evan 
and his family tap tree trunks, collect sap, 
and cook it into syrup. $8.95

Hope for a 
Mother’s Heart
Loura Nolt
Motherhood takes both a heart 
of gold and a heart of steel. The 
tension between the two tends to 
take a toll on a mother. Maybe it’s 
a broken heart, failure in patience, 
teenage rebellion, or simple weari-
ness. These twenty-five stories 
offer renewed hope in God.

241730 $13.99 138 pages, 6 x 8 
TGS International

Cherishing Childbirth
Deborah J. Fowler
Both first-time and experienced 
moms will appreciate this concise 
but thorough book. It provides 
birthing prep ideas as well as an 
overview of what happens during 
the arrival of a precious new soul 
into the world.

241658 $6.95 69 pages, 5½ x 8½ 
Carlisle Press

In the Shadow of Eternity
Rachael Lofgren
While Jakob Hutter is still remembered centuries later, little is known of his wife. Not only did 
she leave her family to live as an outcast, but she also lost her husband to martyrdom and her 
only child to the authorities. Historical fiction.

264005 $14.99 254 pages, 6 x 9, TGS International
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Can we 
believe in a 
good God? 

See page 1.

War Bride
Becky McGurrin
“Have you lost your mind?” Mama shouted. “An American 
soldier!”

Grandpa stepped in. “Paula assures me that he is a polite 
young man. She’s always shown good judgment.”

“That makes this even more shocking.” Mama turned toward 
Paula. “Why can’t you find a nice German boy to date?”

This true story follows Paula and Jack Thomas from post-war 
Germany to the United States where they filled their lives 
with work, travel, and a longing for a baby who would never 
come. Paula knew Jack loved his German war bride, but his 
care could not take away her ache—or her bitterness. But 
there was Someone who could.

265885 $9.95   143 pages, 5¼ x 8¼


