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The Rich Family in Our Church

I'll never forget Easter 19406. 1 was fourteen, my little
sister Ocy twelve, and my older sister Darlene sixteen.
We lived at home with our mother, and the four of us
knew what it was to do without many things. My dad
had died five years before, leaving Mom with seven
schoolchildren to raise and no money. By 1946 my older
sisters were married, and my brothers had left home.

A month before Easter, the pastor of our church
announced that a special Easter offering would be
taken to help a poor family. He asked everyone to save
and give sacrificially. When we got home, we talked
about what we could do. We decided to buy fifty
pounds of potatoes and live on them for a month.
This would allow us to save twenty dollars of our
grocery money for the offering.

Then we thought that if we kept our electric lights
turned out as much as possible, we’d save money
on that month’s electric bill. Darlene got as many

house- and yard-cleaning jobs as possible, and both
of us babysat for everyone we could. For fifteen cents,
we could buy enough cotton loops to make three pot
holders to sell for one dollar. We made twenty dollars
on pot holders.

That month was one of the best of our lives. Every
day we counted the money to see how much we had
saved. At night we’d sit in the dark and talk about
how the poor family was going to enjoy having the
money the church would give them. We had about
eighty people in church, so we figured that whatever
the amount of money we had to give, the offering
would surely be twenty times that much.

The day before Easter, Ocy and | walked to the grocery
store and got the manager to give us three crisp
twenty-dollar bills and one ten-dollar bill for all our
change. We ran all the way home to show Mom and
Darlene. We had never had so much money before.




On Sunday morning, rain was pouring. We didn’t own
an umbrella, and the church was over a mile from our
home, but it didn’t seem to matter how wet we got.
Darlene had cardboard in her shoes to fill the holes.
The cardboard came apart, and her feet got wet. But we
were joyful as we sat in church.

When the sacrificial offering was taken, we were sitting
on the second row from the front. Mom put in the
ten-dollar bill, and each of us girls put in a twenty.

Late that afternoon the minister drove up in his car.
Mom went to the door, talked with him for a moment,
and then came back with an envelope in her hand. We
asked what it was, but she didn’t say a word. She opened
the envelope, and out fell a bunch of money. There were
three crisp twenty-dollar bills, one ten-dollar bill, and
seventeen one-dollar bills.

Mom put the money back in the envelope. We didn’t
talk; we just sat and stared at the floor. We had gone
from feeling like millionaires to feeling like poor folks.

1 knew we didn’t have a lot of things that other people
had, but 1 never thought that we were poor. That Easter
Day I found out we were. The minister had brought us
the money for the poor family, so we must be poor.

1 didn’t like being poor. I looked at my dress and worn-
out shoes and felt so ashamed that 1 didn’t want to go
back to church. Everyone there probably already knew we
were poor! 1 thought about school. I was in ninth grade
and at the top of my class of over one hundred students.
I wondered if the others at school knew we were poor.

All that week, we girls went to school and came home,
and no one talked much. Finally on Saturday, Mom
asked us what we wanted to do with the money. What
did poor people do with money? We didn’t know. We’'d
never known we were poor.

We didn’t want to go to church on Sunday, but Mom
said we had to. At church we had a missionary speaker.
He talked about how churches in Africa made buildings
out of sun-dried bricks, but they needed money to buy
roofs. He said one hundred dollars would put a roof on
a church. The minister said, “Can’t we all sacrifice to
help these poor people?”

We looked at each other and smiled for the first time
in a week. Mom reached into her purse and pulled out
the envelope. She passed it to Darlene, Darlene gave it
to me, and 1 handed it to Ocy. Ocy put it in the offering.

When the offering was counted, the minister
announced that it was a little over one hundred dollars.
The missionary was excited. He hadn’t expected such
a large offering from our small church. He said, “You
must have some rich people in this church.”

Suddenly it struck us! We had given eighty-seven dollars
of the “little over one hundred dollars.” We were the rich
family in the church! Hadn’t the missionary said so?
From that day on I've never been poor again.

Selected and condensed from the seventh-grade reader
The Road Less Traveled.
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Reading 7 Course Components

Reader $15.20
LightUnits $22.00
Teacher’s Guide $15.50



Read Well, Think Well

13. The Rich Family
in Our Church

For to their power, | bear record, yea, and beyond their
«  power they were willing of themselves. 2 Corinthians 8:3

Introducing the Story
In “The Rich Family in Our Church,” Eddie Ogan tells the true story of a time she and her
family discover they are poor. After a week of feeling ashamed of their poverty, something hap-
pens that makes Eddie and her sisters realize they are, in fact, the rich family in their church.
Who or what determines whether a person is rich?

,77 Read “The Rich Family in Our Church” (pages 155-157).

After you read it, initial the line.

Understanding the Content

Write the letter of each person or group beside their idea of being rich or poor.

a. church members ~ b. Eddie’s family ~ c. the missionary

1. — If you put a large amount of money in the offering, you are rich.
2. Ifyou have a happy life and can share with others, you are rich.
3. — If you can't wear new clothes on Easter Sunday, if your shoes have holes,

and if you have to walk to church, you are poor.

Write the letter of the cause of each effect.

a. The pastor brought the
Cause Effect offering to Eddie’s fam
4 The girls and their moth.er saved b. The missionary annour
money and found extra jobs. special offering for Afr
5 The girls and their mother sang all the c. The girls and their mot
way home from church. gave money for the spe
i i fering.
6 The girls and their mother felt OLCLIY:
ashamed that they were poor. d. The pastor announced
i i i special offering to hel;
7 The .glrls.and.theu mother smiled for = P
the first time in a week. Ay

With Christian Light Reading, students learn
how to do the following:

Summarize stories.

Make inferences and predictions.
Draw conclusions.

Identify literary elements and techniques.

Analyze word choices.

Evaluate what they read.

Make personal applications.

Sound appealing? See more sample pages
of Reading curriculum on our website. You
can place your order on our website or by
calling us.

In Christian Light’s Reading cur-
riculum for Grades 1-8, students
do more than simply read stories
and fill in blanks.

For example, in Reading 7 students
examine literary elements such as
setting, theme, and tone; interpret
literary techniques such as meta-
phors, symbols, allusions, irony,
and foreshadowing; identify story
genres; identify types of writing;
and learn critical thinking skills.
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Examining the Narrative

Literary Technique: Irony

Irony: a contradiction between what is expected and what occurs

A story can include both ironic statements and ironic situations. Irony helps readers see a truth

about life and stirs their emotions. It often makes a story memorable and is sometimes humorous.
Study the following example:

In “The Ransom of Red Chief” by O. Henry, two men kidnap a boy from a rich family. They

plan to ask the boy’s family to pay them a ransom before they return him. But the boy is such
a nuisance that the two captors become desperate to be rid of him. In an ironic turn of events,
they pay his parents to take him back.

“The Rich Family in Our Church” contains much irony. Answer each question.

8.

Eddie’s family had a good time saving for the offering. Think about that and about what happened
in the rest of the story. What is ironic in the following sentence?

“At night we'd sit in the dark and talk about how the poor family was going to enjoy having the
money the church would give them.”

. Think about the offerings the church took.

. How much did Eddie’s family put into the first offering?

. How much did the rest of the eighty people at church put in?

. Why is this ironic?

. How much money was in the second offering?

® 2 0o T ®

. How much did Eddie’s family put in the second offering?

. What impression do the ironic situations in the story give you about the rest of the church?

A paradox is a statement that seems to contradict itself. It contains ideas that sound
inconsistent or even contradictory but that may present a truth when considered together.
For example, Jesus said that the person who is least among others is the one who is great.

Put a check mark beside the paradox that best states the theme of the story.

1.

44

a. — The greatest wealth is to live content with little.
b. —_ Wealth is not his that has it, but his that enjoys it.



Church History: Reformation to the 21st Century
Keith Crider

What happened to the church after the Reformation in the early
1500s? Over the centuries, European explorers, merchants,

and missionaries spread Christianity to Africa, Asia, and the
Americas. Too often, the Christianity they promoted had more
to do with culture and coercion than with conversion and
commitment to Christ.

This account of Christianity from the end of the Reformation to
the beginning of the twenty-first century helps us understand
the influences that have shaped the landscape of the church as
we know it today.

From monasteries to missionaries, from Martin Luther to D.L.
Moody, from Moravians to the Moral Majority, from Method-
ists to Mennonites, you can read about them all in this second
volume of Church History.

274171 $19.50 365 pages,6x9
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CHURCH Church History: Resurrection to Reformation

HiSTORY ¥ Keith Crider
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A half-credit high school course
based on this book is also available
(sold separately).

274170 $19.50 407 pages,6x9

Sunrise Science 4

Sunrise Edition Science 4 exposes students to the wonders of God’s creation,
beginning with a study of plants and animals. Students learn about God’s gift of
the earth, as well as weather, planets, and constellations. The course also covers
matter, energy, sound, light, magnetism, and electricity. Available October 2024.

Course Components

1 Textbook 8x10.5 $42.95
5 LightUnits $22.00
1 Answer Key $8.25

1 Quiz & Test Answer Key $5.10
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This history of the church up to the beginning of the Anabaptist movement covers two types
of church. The one is the great institutional churches, which through the centuries distorted
the church to fit man’s notions of power and position. Less is known about the other, which
consisted of everyday believers striving to follow Christ in lowly obedience and holiness.
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Rooting Out Bitterness  Jlngimous
Luke Bennetch
When things go wrong, it is tempting to see ourselves as

Rooting (&
. BITTERNESS

Luke Bennetch

victims. This victim mentality can become a root of bitterness
that colors our outlook on life and harms our relationship with
God and with others.

Using story and Scripture, Rooting Out Bitterness shows a better
way to think and live. It contrasts two views of life, and then
describes a path to overcoming a victim mentality with God’s
truth. We can replace the root of bitterness with a mindset that
honors God and brings us peace. A Lighthouse Series booklet.

241295 $2.95 25pages,4x6

Other Books in the Lighthouse Series
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Lighthouse Series booklets are

ABOVE $2.95 each. Toreceive discounts

for bulk purchases, call us.

STANDARDS
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10-24 copies $1.95each
25ormorecopies  $1.35each

Midnight Tea Party

Suellen]. Strite

2025 Midnight Tea Party is a collection of
twenty stories about eight-year-old Rosy. :
Why are she and Grandmother up at v _ _ g
midnight? Did big brother Eddy really [ EEF Midnight
"~ Tea Party
and s ]

HOMEMAKER'S FRICND

put a frog in the bread dough? Can

Rosy sew a dress for baby Emily without
Mother’s help? And will she finish her
homework in time to go on a sleigh ride?

LOries

FREELY YE

265690 $9.95 133pages,5%x8%

HAVE RECEIVED,
FREELY GIVE

MATTHEW 10:8

Homemaker's Friend
2025 Daily Planner

Sue Hooley

Moms are busy people. With good planning and God’s help, you can fill your
role successfully and take time for what matters most. This popular planner
is a handy size and includes helpful features such as perforated shopping
lists, perforated corners, two handy pockets, and a magnetic bookmark.

o 846125 $17.50 sw.xsn
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1-800-776-0478 orders@christianlight.org christianlight.org
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CHRISTIAN LIGHT

P.O.Box 1212
1051 Mt. Clinton Pike
Harrisonburg, VA 22803-1212

Whois the
-~ DISCOVER [Avzricnl) . .
visa (B ) richest family
FREE OVER $70! i inyour church?
SHIPPING RATES seepagel.
$70o0rless $7
USA & CANADA Over $70 FREE Christian Light Publications, Incisanonprofit,tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) ministry. Foundedin 1969, Christian Lightis dedicated
. o to proclaiming God’s truth through a wide range of Christian literature including books, tracts, Sunday school material,
RUSH (Min. $10) 15% schooland homeschool curriculum, and more. This Newsletter is published bimonthly for friends, supporters, and people
$1000rless  $15.00 interestedin Christian Light’s products and ministry.
INTERNATIONAL . . . R .
Over $100 15% Board: David Martin, Chairman (PA), Jonathan Burkholder (VA), Wesley Gingrich (PA), EImer Glick (W V), Stephen Good

(VA), Allen Martin (PA), Davin Martin (PA), Floyd Miller (PA), Andrew Zimmerman (PA)
' - !

Kitchen Grace Laurakrause

Roger and Grace Stanwick have relocated to a university
town. As first-generation Mennonites, they understand

the difficulty of embracing a separated lifestyle, but they
are eager to make new friends and share the Gospel.
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Settling into a new location brings plenty of headaches—

PIE

literal ones for Grace. Her kitchen is less than ideal. The
Texas heat and the eccentric, unsociable lady next door
give Grace plenty to pray about. When Roger and Grace
invite a young couple from the university to sha‘e their
home for a month, Grace knows she will need God’s hel
to withstand the added stress.

Kitchen Grace is a fictional story that encourages hospi-
tality, local outreach, and a heart of understanding for
those seeking Truth.



