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Agenda:
• 4:00: Sign in opens
• 4.15: Introduction and event overview by 

Peter Johnson
• 4.30: Panel Membes to present
• 5:00: Q&A
• 5.30: Close Session

Thursday, 7th May 2020

To register please visit: 
https://www115.secure.griffith.edu.au/careerboard/students/events/Detail/9239917/
it-factor-today-and-beyond

Griffith Industry Mentoring Program welcomes students and mentors to join us for an insightful 
and engaging discussion with a panel of leading IT industry experts. The focus of the event is 
navigating your career and business through crisis and uncertainty.

COVID-19 has altered the labour market and the economy in ways few would have foreseen. In 
the midst of global upheaval experienced by many businesses, some companies have positioned 
themselves to navigate these challenges through innovation – adapting their ways of working, 
services and products to the current environment. Our panel of experts will share their own 
experiences in the face of adversity and contemplate the opportunities that may emerge in a 
post-COVID world. 

Join us for your chance to network, gain insight and explore the future opportunities in this 
rapidly evolving industry.

https://www115.secure.griffith.edu.au/careerboard/students/events/Detail/9239917/it-factor-today-and-beyond
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MODERATOR

Peter Johnson, Adjunct Associate Professor, Griffith University
Peter is an experienced ICT executive with more than 25 years within the IT industry. 
He has held various technology leadership, sales, delivery and strategic positions within 
IT under various sectors. These include public and private sector, consulting, software 
development and technology solutions. He currently leads the iQ3 team in Brisbane, and 
has held similar roles corporate technology companies across Australia.  

Peter has founded several ICT start-ups and has successful sold one of his services busi-
ness to a US Nasdaq listed entity. He’s held a number of leadership and senior positions 
with a number of technology vendors and solution providers.

Peter is the past Chair and a current member of the Industry Advisory Board for the 
School of ICT at Griffith University.

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/peterdermotjohnson/

PANEL MEMBERS

Industry Fellow, Mr Nick Brant, Managing Director, Ausdaq Consulting
Nick is a proven and experienced senior executive with more than 30 years of success-
ful technology leadership, across a number of industries, including professional services, 
technology, aviation and government. He is currently the Managing Director of Ausdaq 
Consulting, specialising in Board Advisory, crisis management, cyber security and tech-
nology governance services.

Nick was most recently the National Chief Information Officer for BDO, and has previ-
ously held similar roles at Brisbane City Council, GHD Group, and Virgin Blue Airlines, 
where he successfully delivered numerous Award-winning innovation initiatives and 
corporate technology transformation programs.

He has co-founded several start-ups, including a successful ecommerce strategic con-
sultancy, and has also held senior positions in a number of technology vendors, including 
Oracle, Mincom, and Indus International.

Nick holds a Bachelor of Science, Graduate Diploma in Information Systems, and is a 
Graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors, and Fellow of the Institute of 
Managers and Leaders.  He is currently a member of the Industry Advisory Board for the 
School of ICT at Griffith University, and is also a member of the Branch Executive Com-
mittee of the Queensland Branch of the Australian Computer Society.

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/nicholas-brant-43315313/
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Ben Ward, Chief Information Officer, Silverchef
Ben is the Chief Information Officer of a multi-national finance company that operates 
in the hospitality sector.  He has responsibility for IT and Global Business Transformation 
leadership and is a member of the Senior Executive team.

Ben is a proven and accomplished industry leader with more than 18 years’ diverse 
senior executive experience across finance, retail, healthcare, regulation and pharma-
ceutical industries within public companies, private sector, government and non-profit 
organisations.

Over the past 4 years, experience has been primarily in retail and Government envi-
ronments in the capacity of both COO and CIO. Ben recently transitioned to a new CIO 
role with Silver Chef, and previously led the technology function for ASX listed company 
Retail Food Group.

Ben specialises in “results driven” business transformation as has been recognised as be-
ing at the forefront of the industry by various independent publications including Gart-
ner, Business Review Australia and CIO Magazine.

Ben has a Masters of Business Administration, Masters of Information Technology, Bach-
elor of Health Science, and various other qualifications that enables a robust theoretical 
foundation to complement his industry experience.

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/ben-ward-378b556/

Nina Du Thaler, Group Executive, Digital and Transactional Services, Unit-
ingCare
Nina manages UnitingCare’s information technology environment and transactional ser-
vices. Over the last 18 months she has played a critical role in establishing and deliver-
ing the strategic roadmap to transform the Digital and Technology team to support the 
growth aspirations for the business. More recently, Nina’s responsibilities have extended 
into the management and transformation of transactional services within the company.

She has held several senior executive roles across a range of industries including emer-
gency services, utilities, higher education, and state and local government. Nina is a 
non-executive director on the Industry Advisory Board for the School of Information 
and Communication Technology at Griffith University.

This year, Nina was named in the CIO50 – the top 50 CIOs in Australia and her team was 
named finalists in the Healthcare category of the ITNews Benchmark awards.  Previously, 
Nina was awarded ‘CIO of the Year Utilities and Media’ at the ITNews Benchmark Awards.  
Nina has a Master of Business Administration from QUT and a Bachelor of Informatics 
from Griffith University.   She is also a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company 
Directors and a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Management.

She is passionate about teaching children about cyber safety and mentoring young 
professionals to reach their full potential. During her downtime Nina has written and 
published three children’s books as well as being invited to regularly speak at industry 
forums.

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/ninaduthaler/
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