
SEO INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
FOR THE SEO SPECIALIST

Compliments of



1. What is it about SEO that you like? Why were you drawn to this 
particular career? 

2. Where did you learn SEO? 
3. What do you consider to be your strengths in SEO? Any weaknesses 

or areas you need to improve? 
4. What specific verticals do you have experience with? 
5. What are the SEO resources, blogs, or industry leaders do you look 

to for expert advice or direction? 
6. How do you maintain your skills? 



7. Can you describe the most challenging technical area within an SEO job that you 
encountered and what did you do to resolve it? 

8. What SEO tools do you regularly use and what is your level of expertise with each? 

9. What non technical skills do you have?

10. How would you describe the purpose or need to improve page load speed to 
someone without any technical knowledge or understanding as the impact this 
would have on a site’s mobile experience? 

11. Have you had an opportunity to build a website from the ground up? 

12. Can you name at least one of the most recent major Google Algorithm updates? 



13. Have you ever performed a technical audit of a website? 

14. What is the process you’ve adopted to conduct keyword research? 

15. Can you describe the best way to keep a page or website out of Google’s 
index? 

16. Have you ever experienced a Google penalty through SEO work you’ve 
done or that a client had obtained? If yes, what did you do to resolve that? 

17. What one experience can you share that became the moment you 
realized you do SEO well? 

18. What are some KPIs (key performance indicators) that determines SEO 
success? 



19 How important do you think it is to work with other digital marketing 
channels? Why or why not? 

20 What criteria should be used when determining the best keywords to 
optimize for? 

BONUS QUESTION: 

Can you describe the Google Hummingbird algorithm update to someone 
who does not know SEO or how this update would matter to a client? 
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