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Dear Gig Harbor Learning Community, 

“Wow, what a great start!” I have heard this sentiment repeated regularly with staff, students 

and parents.  Thanks go out to our dedicated and professional staff, our energetic, hard-

working students, and all of you who support our learning community! 

I shared our theme:  “We Are One!” at our recent open house.  In that message, I shared that 

the “We” is all of us: students, staff, and community.  Together, we provide the best 

environment to ensure positive educational and social/emotional growth for all students. 

The key to our success will depend on effective communication.  We currently have a variety of 

electronic tools (i.e. Parent Portal, email, School Messenger, etc.), but I believe that face to face 

conversation is still an essential and effective tool.  In that spirit, I would like to extend an 

invitation to meet with me and other members of the learning community in an informal 

setting.  Last year, I initiated a series of events I call “Conversation Café.”  This is an opportunity 

for us to engage in conversation around topics pertinent to student success, including an open 

question and answer session.  These meetings proved to be productive.  We discussed topics 

such as: anti-bullying education and support, school safety, parent input on initiatives, and a 

variety of parent-initiated questions.  Our next installment of the Café will be Friday, October 

24th, at 12:15 p.m. in the GHHS library.  Please consider attending. 

Please take the time to look at this newsletter.  You will find important information on activities 

and other “happenings” at Gig Harbor High School. 

I thank you for your input and support.  Together, we can continue to provide an outstanding 

experience for our students.  With increased communication, we can truly become an effective 

learning community. 

Tom Leacy 

Principal 

 

 

DECEMBER 2016 

Dear Gig Harbor Learning Community, 
 

I hope this newsletter finds you well fed and rested after our holiday weekend.  

I know I did my share in consuming more calories than I should have.  

Thanksgiving is a time of reflection.  I want you to know how thankful I am for 

the amazing students you send our way every day.  As a whole, they are polite, 

industrious, and willing to learn.  I am reminded of this each time we have an 

outside guest come to visit.  The veterans we honored in early November had 

nothing but great things to say about the welcome they received and how 

respectful our students were during the assembly. 

 

Now that we turn the calendar to December, I have a couple of reminders:  

First, this is a good time to check your student’s grades.  There are only a 

couple of weeks left before Winter Break and only a few weeks in January 

before semester grades are due.  Please take the time to review grades, with 

your student(s), to allow time for recovery, if needed.   Second, I want to 

remind everyone that this week is our annual TideFest Art Festival.  Please come 

by Saturday or Sunday to eat some great food and purchase some amazing art 

for yourself, or as a gift. More information is in this newsletter. 

 

I wish you the best during this holiday season! 

Tom Leacy, 

Principal 
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Gig Harbor High School 

Musical Auditions 
starting after school on December 8th 

 

See Zetty for more info. 

ATTENTION: PARENTS OF SENIORS 
Graduation is June 18th!  Do you want to provide a fun 
filled and safe evening for your senior after graduation? 
We have hired Grad Nights to plan an evening of 
activities, entertainment, and food. All you have to do is 
purchase a ticket, drop your Grad off at Gig Harbor High 
School the evening of graduation, and pick him or her up 
the following morning. School buses will transport the 
Grads to two top secret venues and bring them back by 6 
a.m. the following morning. The ticket prices are 
currently $158, but will increase on Jan. 1st. Sign up 
packets and a payment drop box are located in the main 
office. You can pay by check or Pay Pal:   
2017.gigharborparents.gradnights.com.  We want all 
seniors to attend and do offer scholarships for those in 
need. Please contact Tracy Coons at 253-509-4221 with 
any questions! 

 

Gig Harbor High School’s third quarter Driver's Education Program will begin on January 9th, 
with a parent-student meeting at 7:00 p.m., in room 403.  Zero hour classes will meet on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 6:30 a.m. to 7:15 a.m.  After school classes will 
meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:10 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding Driver's Education, please feel free to email Roland Smith at smithrh@psd401.net or 
call 253-530-1569.  
 

Are you looking for a 
European Adventure? 

Join the GHHS Art Teachers on a 16-day trip 
through The British Isles and France in July, 
2018!  Ms. Yeaman and Ms. Allen will be 
taking a student group to Killarney, Dublin, 
North Wales, Edinburgh, London, and Paris.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see one of the art teachers for an 
information packet and check out our tour 
here.  Teachers can be reached via email at 
allenh@psd401.net or yeamana@psd401.net 
 
 

Grad Ad time is here. If you wish to place a grad ad in the 

yearbook, please plan to do so before the price increases. We are 

currently taking grad ad materials, in person, between 11:00 and 

12:00 noon, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. If you are 

not able to come in during the day, please email 
smithrh@psd401.net and we will set up a time to meet.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
    
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Athletic News 
 

 Congratulations to all GHHS student athletes and coaches!  All of the fall sports teams advanced to State for 

the first time in recent history.  GHHS fall sports teams also brought home the first ever South Sound 

Conference All Sports Trophy, which is awarded to the school with the best overall success in each season.  

AND… every one of our teams received the WIAA Scholar Athlete Team Award by achieving a team average 

GPA above 3.0.  Way to go students and coaches! 

 Winter sports are now underway and spring sports registration is just around the corner.  Spring registration 

will open on February 1st.     

From the Attendance Desk and Health Room… 
We are having way too many students leave campus 
without checking out.  Per the GHHS Attendance Policy, 
students feeling ill must go to the Health Room and the 
Health Technician or Nurse will contact a parent/guardian.  
If your student leaves campus, without checking out, they 
will be considered skipping (which is an unexcused 
absence and a closed campus violation). 

 

Yearbooks may be purchased thru December 16th.  They will 

not be on sale again until April 1, 2017.  The cost is $65 with 

an ASB card, $75 without. 

 

http://2017.gigharborparents.gradnights.com/
mailto:smithrh@psd401.net
http://www.eftours.com/tour-website/1901042TC
mailto:allenh@psd401.net
mailto:yeamana@psd401.net
mailto:smithrh@psd401.net
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financial assistance.  Some may wish to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool to import information directly into the 

FAFSA application. 

 

The counseling office is excited about how the year has started off and the opportunities we have had to meet with 

you and your student.  Following are a variety of programs available to assist you in planning for your child’s 

academic future.  If you have any questions about any of the following, please contact us at 253.530.1430.  
 

BE SURE TO CHECK ON YOUR STUDENT’S PROGRESS AS WE GET CLOSER TO THE END OF 

1st SEMESTER:  JANUARY 26, 2017!  If you have class-specific questions, please contact the teacher first.  
  

COFFEE WITH THE COUNSELORS:  Parents/guardians are invited to join the counselors for coffee and 

conversation around various topics. Our second one is on December 8th, 9:30am - 10:30am, in the Career Center. 

We will be discussing “Navigating Uncharted Waters of Semester One” – a discussion on how students can finish 

strong for semester one. We hope to see you there! 
 

SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS 
We have begun meeting with our sophomores and juniors to talk about their current progress, planning out the rest 

of the year, and Post High School Planning. We encourage you to begin planning visits to programs and institutions 

of interest, giving your student the opportunity to see them first-hand. 
 

SENIORS 

National Merit Scholarship:  We are pleased to announce that one of our students have qualified to be in the pool 

of award candidates, based on their performance on the 2015 PSAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

Please join us in congratulating Cannon Coats! 
 

High School Transition Plans are due. This is a WA State requirement and is recorded on the student’s transcript.  

It can now be completed online here.  Contact Ms. Nyberg in the Career Center with questions.  
 

College Applications:  Many applications have a due date of January 1, 2017.  Please be aware that they may 

require a recommendation from a teacher/counselor.  Be sure to have these requests placed by December 2nd.  two 

weeks before we leave for Winter Break, to allow time for completion. 
 

Senior Timeline Updates/Scholarship/College Rep Visits/Post High School Options:  Please go to our GHHS 

Career Center website for the most up to date information.  
 
 

PARCHMENT--Online Transcript Request:  We have begun using a company called “Parchment” as our 

transcript request tool. Use this service to request official transcripts to be sent to almost anywhere in the world.  

The first three requests for official transcripts are free. After that, the cost will be $2 per request. When students 

graduate, the cost goes up to $3.50 per request. Before requesting an official transcript, be sure the institutions truly 

need an official transcript. An unofficial transcript might be all they need.  If you haven’t registered for a Parchment 

account, here is a link: parchment profile directions.  For additional information, use the following link to access 

training videos:  Student ToolKit.  Don’t forget to add a secondary email to your account so you are able to access 

Parchment after your graduate. 
 

TIDES TUTORING:  Tides Tutoring is available Mondays and Thursdays, 2:15-4:15pm, in the Career Center. We 

offer help in all subject areas.  Transportation is provided.  Questions? Contact Lillian Amrine, Counselor, at 530‐
1436 (amrinel@psd401.net).  
 

GROWTH MINDSET WORKSHOPS:  Twice a month, during lunches, the counselors are working with a small 

group of students, talking about important concepts we have learned from the book, Mindset, by Stanford professor, 

Carol Dweck. What kind of mindset do we have in certain situations? Is it a “fixed” mindset or a “growth” mindset? 

Do we embrace challenges, or do we avoid them? Are we willing to try something new, risking the possibility of 

“failing” in order to learn and grow?  Using the book, videos, and learning exercises, we will help students develop a 

“growth” mindset, which can translate into success academically, as well as in life. If you have any questions, please 

contact your child’s counselor. 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS/FINANCIAL AID:  The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (known as the FAFSA) can 

be prepared annually by current and prospective college students (undergraduate and graduate) in the United States 

to determine their eligibility for student financial aid (including the Pell Grant, Federal student loans and Federal 

Work-Study). The U.S. Department of Education began accepting the applications on October 1st, for the 2017-18 

academic year. Students are advised to submit a FAFSA as early as possible for consideration for maximum   

https://fafsa.ed.gov/fotw1718/help/irshlp9.htm
http://sl.psd401.net/TransitionPlan2017
https://sites.google.com/a/edtools.psd401.net/scholarships/home
https://drive.google.com/a/edtools.psd401.net/file/d/0Bw_pgq7VVCu-TFdWcFBWTEhpdnc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.parchment.com/studentkit/
https://fafsa.gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pell_Grant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Direct_Student_Loan_Program
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Work-Study_Program
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Work-Study_Program
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Department_of_Education
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REMIND: SIGN UP FOR IMPORTANT UPDATES FROM THE GHHS COUNSELING CENTER 
RIGHT ON YOUR PHONE OR TO YOUR EMAIL! 

CLASS OF 2017 
A.   If you want to get TEXT notifications:  TEXT the message @7a6998 to the number 81010. (If you have trouble with 81010, try texting 

@7a6998 to 253-655-2247 
B.   If you have a smartphone, you can get PUSH NOTIFICATIONS: Open your web browser and go to: rmd.at/7a6998 and follow the 

instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app. 
C.   If you want to get an EMAIL: Go to rmd.at/7a6998 on a computer for email notifications. 

CLASS OF 2018 
A.   If you want to get TEXT notifications:  TEXT the message @k7k6k to the number 81010. (If you have trouble with 81010, try texting 

@k7k6k to 253-655-2247 
B.   If you have a smartphone, you can get PUSH NOTIFICATIONS:  Open your web browser and go to: rmd.at/k7k6k and follow the 
instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app. 
C.   If you want to get an EMAIL: Go to rmd.at/k7k6k on a computer for email notifications. 

CLASS OF 2019 
A.   If you want to get TEXT notifications:  TEXT the message @dbaf67to the number 81010. (If you have trouble with 81010, try texting @ 

dbaf67 to 253-655-2247 

B.   If you have a smartphone, you can get PUSH NOTIFICATIONS: Open your web browser and go to: rmd.at/dbaf67 and follow the 

instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app. 
C.   If you want to get an EMAIL: Go to rmd.at/dbaf67 on a computer for email notifications. 

CLASS OF 2020 
A.   If you want to get TEXT notifications: TEXT the message @7bcc9 to the number 81010. (If you have trouble with 81010, try texting 

@7bcc9 to 253-655-2247 

B.   If you have a smartphone, you can get PUSH NOTIFICATIONS: Open your web browser and go to: rmd.at/7bcc9 and follow the 

instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app. 
C.   If you want to get an EMAIL:  Go to rmd.at/7bcc9 on a computer for email notifications. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP NOTEBOOKS:  The final day to purchase scholarship notebooks is December 2nd, for $25 

(contact info is available in the counseling office).  If you need any assistance, please call the number that is listed in 

the notebook. These are due January 18, 2017, by 3:00pm, in the Career Center. 
 
 

ACT/SAT—Juniors and Seniors:  Flyers with registration dates are available in the Career Center.  If you qualify 

for Free/Reduced Lunch, please come to the Career Center for a free waiver. 

College Board has partnered with Khan Academy and is now the official practice site for the SAT. Please visit: 

www.khanacademy.org/sat for more information. 
 

PSAT:  Electronic scores are expected to be posted on December 12th.  Check your email, or go to 

www.studentscores.collegeboard.org.  Paper scores will be delivered to the school later in January.  These will be 

distributed and reviewed with sophomores and juniors in the Career Center. 
 

COLLEGE ROTC – ACADEMY NIGHT:  Thursday, February 2, 2017, 6:45-8:30pm, Central Kitsap High 

School Theater.  This event is for freshmen, sophomores, and juniors interested in college level ROTC or the 

military service academies.  For more information, contact Tim Mahaney, Coordinator, at (360)662-2439 or 

timm@cksd.wednet.edu.  Flyers are available in the GH Career Center. 
 

ASVAB:  This test can now be administered online, and PSD is in the process of making arrangements for Semester 

2.  Please stay tuned for an announcement regarding the date. We will put information in the daily announcements, 

and post on the Career Center website.  This will be administered through CCFE classes.  Upperclassmen who wish 

to take the test can sign up in the Career Center. 
 

WEST SOUND TECH SKILLS CENTER:  The “Explore Your Future” event is February 9th, 5:00-7:30pm.  This 

event is for those interested in viewing programs and meeting with instructors.  We will also take a field trip to tour 

programsOpen enrollment for the 2016-17 school year will be February 17th and 18th. There will be a field trip on 

February 11th, for students to tour programs.  Students will need to sign up for the field trip in the Career Center, and 

return permission forms one week prior.  Open enrollment will be announced soon- keep checking here for 

registration information. 
 

RUNNING START: 

Current Running Start Students 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Thursday, February 9th, 9:30am-1:30pm, the TCC Advisors will be on the GHHS 

campus for student spring quarter academic advising for registration. 

Future Running Start Students 

Tacoma Community College’s winter quarter starts Monday, January 3rd.  If students are interested in participating 

in the Running Start program, they will need to take the Accuplacer Test.  You may call the testing center on the 

Tacoma campus at 253.566.5158 or the Gig Harbor campus at 253.460.2424.  Get more details here or call 

253.566.6061. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.khanacademy.org/sat
http://www.studentscores.collegeboard.org/
mailto:timm@cksd.wednet.edu
http://www.bremertonschools.org/domain/1303
https://www.tacomacc.edu/areasofstudy/learningoptions/runningstart/
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Upcoming Important Dates 

*4th Period Study Hall applies to Thursday only.   

Wednesday is a late (8:30am) start. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*4th Period  (Study Hall) 7:30 8:15 

Break 8:15 8:25 

1st/4th Period   8:30 10:00 

2nd /5th Period A                       10:10 11:40 

1st Lunch                     10:10 10:45 

2nd Lunch                    11:45 12:20 

2nd /5th Period B                       10:50 12:20 

3rd /6th Period                          12:30 2:00 

 

The TideFest Committee 

would like to thank all who 

have donated time and 

talents to the festival.  Your 

support and contributions are 

much appreciated and help 

ensure our success, 

year after year. 
 

Happy Holidays! 

Wednesday, Jan. 25th 

Periods 1-2-3 
 

Thursday, Jan. 26th 

Periods 4-5-6 

TideFest Dec. 3-4 

Winter Choir Concert 7:00pm Dec. 13 

Winter Break/No School Dec. 19-Jan. 2 

MLK Day/No School Jan. 16 

End of 1st Semester/No School Jan. 27 

Mid-Winter Break/No School Feb. 20-24 

 

The Peninsula School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, 
national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including 
gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use 
of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability in its programs and activities and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries regarding 
compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the District’s Title IX and Compliance 
Officer, Dan Gregory, at (253) 530-1009,    emailgregoryd@psd401.net    or the Section 504 and ADA 
Coordinator, Dolorita Reandeau, at (253) 530-1080,    emailreandeaud@psd401.net.    Mailing 
address: 14015 62nd Ave. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98332. 

tel:1-253-530-1009
mailto:gregoryd@psd401.net
tel:1-253-530-1080
mailto:reandeaud@psd401.net

