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Superintendent Letter
A Message from the Superintendent

As I begin my tenure here in the Peninsula 
School District, I want to give my heartfelt 
thanks to our students, staff, parents, and 
community for a truly amazing fall. Over 
the past four months, I have had an oppor-
tunity to be in every school and meet with a 
large number of community members. I am 
incredibly grateful for our exceptional school 
district and the supportive community in 
which we live. 
 We have a lot to be proud of here! In my 

last editorial, I mentioned the myriad partnerships and organizations 
that enrich our schools in so many ways, but what is most impressive are 
the people within our schools and community who are so extraordinary. 
Without exception, I have found that people here genuinely care about 
our youth. I have had the good fortune to meet with a number of com-
munity members who are concerned that some of our children may not 
have enough to eat, or warm clothes for winter weather, or school sup-
plies, or even a caring adult in their lives. I have also met countless peo-
ple who care about the future for our students. They look for ways they 
can support career, college, and life readiness through apprenticeships, 
training, or mentorships to teach our students life-ready skills necessary 
for future success. 
 Our teaching staff and administrators recognize the significance of 
the work they do and pour their hearts and souls into their jobs. They 
care deeply about the success of each student and advocate strongly for 
the most effective curriculum, supplies, support personnel, and further 
training to ensure the optimum learning experiences for all students. 
 It is difficult to give an overview of the great things that are hap-
pening in our schools. With almost 9,000 students, 18,000 parents, and 
over 1,000 staff members, there is a lot going on! To hear more about it 
firsthand, I would like to invite you to join us for a conversation, a tour 
of our schools, and a free lunch! We will be holding community tours on 
January 18 and January 19.
  The plan is to meet at our Educational Service Center, where I will 
share a kind of State of the District message. We will then load everyone 
onto a bus and visit an elementary, a middle school, and a high school, 
and have lunch. You will get a chance to see what is happening within 
our schools and learn from our staff and students about some of the 
work being done in the classroom and beyond. After our tours, we will 
head back to the district’s Educational Service Center and conclude with 
some final impressions. More information will be available on our Face-
book page and our website. If you have not been in a classroom or school 
since attending yourself, come and join us and see how things have 
changed! Ask a friend or two and make a day of it. To reserve your spot, 
call Kathy Weymiller, Director of Community Outreach at 253-530-1095 
or e-mail her at Weymillerk@psd401.net. 
 I look forward to seeing you. Meanwhile, I send best wishes to you 
and your family for a happy, safe, and productive new year. 
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BE OUR GUEST
and 

TAKE YOUR SEAT
ON THE BUS!

What?

Superintendent’s Bus Tour of  
Peninsula Schools and Lunch

Why?

This is an enjoyable and informa-
tive way to see what is happening 
in your school district.

When?

You are welcome to pick one of 
the itineraries below OR come to 
both:

January 18: Artondale 
Elementary, Goodman 
Middle School, and Gig 
Harbor High School
January 19: Minter Creek 
Elementary, Key Peninsula 
Middle School and Penin-
sula High School

Time?

9:00 AM – 1:30 PM, starting 
at the Peninsula School District 
office:

14015 62nd Ave, NW, Gig Har-
bor, WA 98332

Reserve your seat:

Call Director of Community 
Outreach Kathy Weymiller at 
253-530-1095 or e-mail her at 
weymillerk@psd401.net
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PSD Receives Grant for Solar Power Education
A $25,000 grant has been awarded to 
the district that will provide schools 
with solar science kits for use in the 
elementary and middle schools, 
according to Loren Willson, Instruc-
tional Facilitator for PSD. The kits 
are aligned with national science 
standards, and science teachers check 
them out for students to use in the 
classroom as they teach a block on 
solar energy. Funds for the grant came 
from Peninsula Light, in partnership 
with Bonneville Environmental Foun-
dation through a program called Solar 
4R Schools. Funds will pay for: 

•	 A training workshop for sci-
ence teachers

•	 Substitute time
•	 Individual classroom-level 

science kits for participating 
teachers

“This is a great opportunity to give 
students hands-on experience with 
renewable energy using real-world 
technology,” said Willson. “The kits 
are highly interesting and engaging. 

Teachers can choose from hundreds 
of options including solar-powered 
cars, boats, wind turbines, and cell 
phone chargers.”

The participating teachers attend-
ed the training during the summer, 
and are implementing the lessons 
within the existing Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 
curriculum throughout this school 
year.

Early Learning Jamboree 
and Kindergarten Fair
Do you have children age 5 or younger?

Looking for a preschool program for your child?

Do you want free food and a free book?

Bring your family to this fun event!

Learn about local daycare, preschool, kindergarten, 
and youth programs.

Photo booth, face painting, and other fun activities 
for children of all ages.

Stay and play at the Tom Taylor Family YMCA all day 
for free! Photo ID required.

No joining fee if you become a Tom Taylor Family 
YMCA member on February 4.

Saturday, February 4, 2017

10:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Tom Taylor Family YMCA

10550 Harbor Hill Dr. , Gig Harbor

Compass
The Peninsula School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, 
honorably discharged veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation including gender 
expression or identity, the presence of any 
sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service animal 
by a person with a disability in its programs 
and activities and provides equal access to 
the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Inquiries regarding compliance 
and/or grievance procedures may be direct-
ed to the District’s Title IX and Compliance 
Officer, Dan Gregory, at (253) 530-1009 or 
gregoryd@psd401.net. The Section 504 and 
ADA Coordinator is Dolorita Reandeau at 
(253) 530-1080 or reandeaud@psd401.net. 
For information concerning the district 
prohibition of harassemnt, intimidation, 
and bullying contact Kathy Weymiller at 
(253) 530-1095 or weymillerk@psd401.net. 
Mailing address: 14015 62nd Ave. NW, Gig 
Harbor, WA 98332.

Board of Directors
Rand Wilhelmsen, president
Leslie Harbaugh, vice president
Marcia Harris
Deborah Krishnadasan
David Olson

Rob Manahan, superintendent

Erin O’Neil Settling into New  
Administrative Position

The solar panels 
above are part of 
the science kits 
paid for with a 
grant from Penin-
sula Light. At left, a 
Harbor Ridge Middle 
School student ob-
serves a solar panel 
powering a propel-
lor as part of the 
district’s elementary 
and middle school 
STEM curriculum.

Erin O’Neil, 
the Peninsula 
School District’s 
new director of 
College, Career, 
and Life Readi-
ness is driven by 
a passion for her 
work that is very 

personal. She recalls a former student 
who conquered many obstacles to 
graduate and everyone cheered for his 
success. However, the student was not 
ready for life and died young under 
tragic circumstances. Upon reflection, 
O’Neil identified that he was not “Life 
Ready” and has made the integration 
of this concept the foundation of her 
work and mission for students. When 
she started at Peninsula as the Director 
of College and Career Readiness, her 
first request was to add “Life Ready” to 
her title.

Erin wants students to have both 
the technical and life skills they need 
to be successful in the post-education 
environment. Some skills are tangible 
and others less so, such as tenacity, 
resilience, and the ability to make 
sensible financial decisions.

“It is extraordinary to join a 
school district and community that 
values engagement and collaboration. 
I look forward to ensuring we provide 
the structure for each student to have 
clear aspirations, have increased op-
portunities, and be well-prepared for 
whatever comes next for them,” said 
O’Neil.

Her background is rich and 
varied. She has held a similar posi-
tion in the Seattle School District, has 
been a teacher, principal, professional 
development instructor, and a dean of 
students. Her journey has taken her 
from Des Moines, Iowa to the Pacific 
Northwest. 

O’Neil has her bachelor’s in Sec-
ondary Education, and both a master’s 
and a specialist’s degree in Education-
al Leadership from Drake University. 
She is currently working towards her 
doctorate.

On a personal level, she is a moth-
er of six where she personally realized 
that each child is a true individual and 
may require a unique path to reach 
their aspirations. She loves the Pacific 
Northwest and is excited to become a 
part of the Gig Harbor community. 

Choral Students from Both High 
Schools to Perform in New York

At right, the vocal-
ists from the Gig 
Harbor High choir 
(top) and Peninsula 
High School choir 
(bottom) rehearse a 
piece they will per-
form at Carnegie 
Hall in New York. 
More than 40 stu-
dents from the two 
schools were invited 
to perform this April, 
and they have been 
working hard to 
prepare and to raise 
funds for the trip. 

Alison Ellis and Wayne Lackman, the 
choir directors of PHS and GHHS 
respectively, are partnering to bring 
more than 40 vocalists from the dis-
trict to perform at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City this April. The oppor-
tunity started when Dr. Ed Hughes, 
an accomplished composer and the 
conductor of the University of Puget 
Sound’s chorale, retired to Gig Harbor 
five years ago and offered to work 
with the high school choirs. They 
jumped at the chance. “When invited 
to conduct John Rutter’s ‘Requiem’ 
this spring,” said Ellis, “he invited our 
choral students to join him, along with 
the Stadium High School orchestra.”  

“Carnegie Hall is the premiere 
concert hall in the United States,” said 
Lackman. “To share this adventure 
with Peninsula’s choir is even more 
amazing. We may be rivals in sports, 
but in music we come together and 
create something of beauty that is big-
ger than any of us.” School boosters 
have also been helping plan fundrais-
ers, make airline and hotel reserva-
tions, and put together an itinerary 
that will take advantage of the cultural 
opportunities available in New York.

According to Lackman, stay tuned, 
as they plan to perform a local concert 
in March before leaving on their trip 
to New York.
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 In September, the district wel-
comed cybersecurity expert Darren 
Laur, known as the “White Hatter.” 
He gave four profound and engag-
ing student presentations around the 
district, as well as two informative 
evening presentations aimed at par-
ent education. Mr. Laur stressed the 
importance of students being respon-
sible digital citizens both at school and 
at home. He also stressed the need to 
understand your digital footprint, as 

everything you do online is, as he put 
it, “public, permanent, searchable, 
exploitable, and for sale.” He counsels 
caution, but is not trying to discour-
age internet use, saying, “I encourage 
you to stay online, but be careful of 
your digital footprint because it can 
come back and kick you.” His presen-
tation gives students a sobering look at 
cyberbullying and its effects, real-life 
consequences of careless posting of 
personal information online, and how 

to protect yourself on the internet.
 We can all do our part in ensuring 
that our students make responsible 
choices when posting, searching, and 
using online tools. We can help our 
students learn how to be exceptional 
digital citizens. Visit Laur’s website, 
www.personalprotectionsystems.ca for 
more information. Specific parent 
resources, including family collective 
agreements, are available to download 
at www.thedigitalsheepdog.ca/parents.

The Smarter Balanced Assessment, first administered in 2015, is aligned with the Washington State Learning Stan-
dards. Detailed score reports are available on the OSPI website: reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us. The 11th-grade math scores 
reflect low student participation both in the state and the district; a student opting out of the test is scored as a “0.” 

State

District

Smarter Balanced Assessment (Grades 3-8 & 11), Measurements of Student 
Progress Science (Grades 5 & 8), and Biology End of Course Exam, 2016
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A Message about Online Safety and Digital  
Citizenship from Peninsula School District

Digital citizenship and cybersecurity were not explicitly taught in schools ten years ago, 
but technological advances have allowed each of our students to have the world at their 
fingertips in a matter of minutes. As the Peninsula School District grows, and the number 
of devices present in classrooms increases year by year, we are ensuring that our students 

are exposed to lessons in digital citizenship and cybersecurity. Last spring, in conjunction with the 
Gig Harbor Film Festival, we hosted a screening of Screenagers, a documentary on the impact of digital 
devices on family life, school life, and child development. For more information and sample parent/
student technology contracts, you can visit www.screenagersmovie.com. 

Above, the “White Hatter,” Dar-
ren Laur, gives a presentation to 
the student body at Peninsula 
High School. He held their undi-
vided attention during the as-
sembly, giving real-life examples 
of how easily a student’s digital 
footprint can be tracked and 
abused. He also talked at length 
about cyberbullying and the dev-
astating effect it can have on stu-
dents. He will present it again on 
2/28 at Key Peninsula and Kopa-
chuck Middle Schools. There will 
also be a free evening presenta-
tion for parents and community 
members. Details are still being 
finalized. For more information, 
check www.psd401.net, www.
facebook.com/psd401/ or contact 
Director of Community Outreach, 
Kathy Weymiller, at weymillerk@
psd401.net or 253-530-1095. At 
left, the film Screenagers probes 
into the vulnerable corners of 
family life, including the direc-
tor’s own, and depicts messy 
struggles, over social media, 
video games, academics and 
internet addiction. Through sur-
prising insights from authors and 
brain scientists solutions emerge 
on how we can empower kids to 
best navigate the digital world.Ph
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Discovery 
Elementary

4905 Rosedale St., NW
Gig Harbor, 98335
253-530-1201

Principal
David Brooks

Office Manager: Brenda Abel
K-5 Enrollment: 476

Explorers

Artondale 
Elementary

6219 40th St. NW
Gig Harbor, 98335
253-530-1100

Principal
Jacque Crisman

Office Manager: Cheri Floyd
K-5 Enrollment: 451

Otters

Harbor Heights 
Elementary

4002 36th St. NW
Gig Harbor, 98335
253-530-1801

Principal
Nikki Hittle

Asst. Principal: Stephanie Strader
Office Manager: Kim deSoto
K-5 Enrollment: 577

Orcas

Evergreen 
Elementary

1820 Key Peninsula
Highway, KPS
Lakebay, 98349
253-530-1300

Principal
Hugh Maxwell

Office Mgr: Betty McCord
K-5 Enrollment: 256

Eagles

Purdy 
Elementary

13815 62nd Ave., NW
Gig Harbor, 98332
253-530-4600

Principal
Kristi Rivera

Asst. Principal: Bridgit Reichel
Office Mngr: Barbara Bellamy
K-5 Enrollment: 591

Panthers

Minter Creek 
Elementary

12617 188th Ave. NW
Gig Harbor, 98329
253-530-4300

Principal
Tyrone Robuck

Office Manager: Chris Holts
K-5 Enrollment: 384

Dolphins

Voyager
Elementary

5615 Kopachuck Dr. NW
Gig Harbor, 98335
253-530-4801

Principal
Katja Rimmele

Office Manager: Lynn Tachell
K-5 Enrollment: 569

Vikings

Vaughn 
Elementary

17521 Hall Rd., KPN
Vaughn, 98394
253-530-4700

Principal
Susan O’Leary

Office Mgr: Victoria Brendel
K-5 Enrollment: 367

Huskies

Harbor Ridge 
Middle School

9010 Prentice Ave, NW
Gig Harbor, 98332
253-530-1900

Principal
Mike Benoit

Asst. Principal: Brian Wickens
Office Mngr: Lena Rudquist
Enrollment: 577

Falcons

Goodman 
Middle School

3701 38th Ave., NW
Gig Harbor, 98335
253-530-1600

Principal
DJ Sigurdson

Asst. Principal: Dawn Musgrove
Office Manager: Kathy May
Enrollment: 561

Roadrunners

Kopachuk
Middle School

10414 56th St., NW
Gig Harbor, 98335
253-530-4100

Principal
Heidi Fedore

Asst. Principal: Nate Hudac
Office Mgr: Peggy Borden
Enrollment: 524

Coyotes

Key Peninsula
Middle School

5510 Key Peninsula
Highway, KPN
Lakebay, 98349
253-530-4200

Principal
Jeri Goebel

Asst. Principal: Andrea Bowman
Office Mgr: Alisha Beesinger
Enrollment: 421

Cougars

Henderson Bay
High School

8402 Skansie Ave NW
Gig Harbor, 98332
253-530-1700

Principal
Brian Tovey

Office Mgr: Linda McQuade
Enrollment: 124

Bulldogs

Gig Harbor
High School

5101 Rosedale St. NW
Gig Harbor, 98335
253-530-1400

Principal
Tom Leacy

Asst. Principal: Andrew Frost
Asst. Principal: Mary Kate Grant
Office Mgr: Bunky Janovich
Enrollment: 1645

Tides

Soundview
Annex

5800 Soundview Dr., Building E
Gig Harbor, 98335

CTP Supervisor: 
Lisa Rodside
253-530-1083

Facilities Secretary: 
Donna Ness
253-530-3941

Internet Academy: 
Annie Mullen
253-530-3851

Peninsula
High School

14105 Purdy Dr. NW
Gig Harbor, 98332
253-530-4400

Principal
Dave Goodwin

Asst. Principal: Melissa McNeish
Asst. Principal: Mark Nickels
Office Mgr: Sandy Ercegovic
Enrollment: 1374

Seahawks


