
WHAT IS THE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
COLLABORATION? 
Through a co-creative process with key stakeholders, the 
ii2030 challenge aims to identify a sustainable model to 
improve and ensure open access to high-quality Earth 
observation data for use with machine learning (ML) 
applications. Rather than creating another tech solution, 
the process focuses on a strategic collaboration method 
between stakeholders to co-create effective change. 

WHY IS THIS RELEVANT? 
Earth observation data can help to advance the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). More concretely, remote sensing 
data provide relevant information on soil, water, plant growth,  
pest, disease, weather-related damages, and climate impacts,  
to list a few examples. Access to such data can, for example, 
help farmers manage their farms more effectively, contributing 
to food security. These applications require high-quality “ground 
truth” data to train and validate the ML algorithms. 

WHICH CHALLENGE ARE WE ADDRESSING? 
Radiant Earth Foundation has already created an open library 
called “Radiant MLHub,” which aggregates data, models, and 
standards for ML applications on Earth observation data. The 
library encourages widespread data collaboration, allowing 
users to access, store, register, and share datasets and 
models. Radiant ensures that the data is easily accessible 
and represents different geographies, leading practitioners 
to build better and more accurate models. 

However, getting access to quality datasets and maintaining 
the library requires resources, which, thus far, have been 
generated through grants and other types of philanthropic 
support. The ii2030 process will identify sustainable ways 
for widespread data collaboration for Radiant, and other 
players in the ecosystem. 

HOW WILL WE DO THIS?
ii2030 is a proven methodology to catalyse systems change 
and leverage technology to achieve the SDGs. It starts 
with a tech-based opportunity to positively disrupt current 
systems. Through an effective online co-creation process, 
we make this opportunity a reality. To do so, we bring 
together a diverse group of innovators (including start-ups, 
corporates, investors, public sector actors, and NGOs) who 
can play a key role in the solution and guide them through a 
co-creative process.

The process consists of a consultation phase, bringing key 
stakeholders together to analyze the current system and 
identify leverage points. A co-creation phase will follow to 
ideate on new and sustainable solutions to create ongoing 
open access to Earth observation data.

AI FOR EARTH OBSERVATION
How might we ensure open access to high-quality,  
machine learning-ready Earth observation data  
on a sustainable basis?

CONSULTATION WEBINAR
 
Tuesday, Oct 4
11.00 am-1:00 pm (EDT) / 5.00 pm-7:00 pm (CEST)
webinar
Identify drivers and constraints 

Tuesday, Oct 18
11.00 am-1:00 pm (EDT) / 5.00 pm-7:00 pm (CEST) 
webinar
Identify levers for change

CO-CREATION WORKSHOPS
 
Wednesday, Nov 9 
10.00 am-1.30 pm (EST) /4.00 pm-7.30 pm (CET)
1st co-creation session (virtual) 

Thursday, Nov 17
10.00 am-1.30 pm (EST) /4.00 pm-7.30 pm (CET)
2nd co-creation session (virtual)
Co-create solution to positively disrupt the system 

IMPLEMENTATION
 
Start in December 
3-6 months
Implementation of the solution in one or 
more locations 



EXPERIENCES FROM  
PAST EDITIONS
Why ii2030 works: Our three ingredients to curate systems change

A tech-based opportunity to positively disrupt current systems 

Key players from diverse sectors who can make this  
opportunity a reality 

An effective co-creation and  
co-implementation processes

PAST PARTNERS AND PARTICIPANTS:

Supported by

VOICES 

“ii2030 delivered on what most events don’t:  
the conceptualization of concrete innovation 
initiatives for development.”

“ii2030 was an excellent process bringing 
different stakeholders who all have a part to play 
in addressing societal challenges together in a 
progressive and engaging environment.““ii2030 is bold and needed.”

“An initiative with heart and courage.” 

ii2030 is effective in catalyzing  
systems change initiatives: 

I connected with potential  
new partners:

I plan to be part of the implementation  
of the initiative:  

I received new insights on the potential uses of  
technology to achieve the SDGs 

% OF PARTICIPANTS AGREED THAT... 

75%

88%

75%

66%

WE ARE IMPLEMENTING THE CHANGE: 

An outcome of the ii2030 drone track in 2017 was 
the creation of the Drones Doing Good Alliance 
- a network of partners that explore how drone 
technology can help to achieve the SDGs. In 2019, 
the alliance enabled the Nigerian company LifeBank 
to be the first African-led company to execute 
bidirectional Beyond-Visual-Line-of-Sight flights for 
healthcare logistics.
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