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Jesus claimed to be the Christ, the Son of God and he claimed to be God. Now that is quite a
claim. Is there any evidence to support this claim? What about prophecies concerning him?

You can click ofiwho is Jesus Christ® to start reading at the beginninftbis topic or use
the topicindex to jump to the part that interest you most.

TOPICINDEX

Who is Jesus Christ? (pg. 7)

Overview of content in this section is as follows:

Unlike some so called deities that people worship in the world today, Jesus is not a myth, but he
is a historical person(pg. 7)

Some people would ask, "Couldn't Jesus have just been a good man and a greangkacher a
nothing more?" (pg. 8)

Unlike other religious leaders Jesus was told about in some detail in prophecy before he was
born. (pg. 8)

Jesus is the only religious leader in history that predicted his own deatbsamicbction and then
actually died and then rose from the degol. 18)

So who did Jesus claim to bgBg. 19)

So how important is it to accept Jesus' claims of who heépg?21)

Who does the Bible declare Jesus to kegd. 21)
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THE TERM SON OF GOD (pg. 26)

(1) Historic Christianity

(2) The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints: (Morsh
(3) The Watchtower Society: (Jehovah Witnesses)

What did the Christians think in the 1st century after Jesus, did they believe the same as what
Christians teach today about Jesygg. 27)
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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST?

This is an important question and depending upon who you ask, you will get a variety of
answers. Jesus himself asked Hecifiles this question (Matt 16:113).

"Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He began asking His disciples,
saying, O6Who do people say that the Son of Ma

and others, Elijah; butsttit her s, Jeremi ah, or one of the pr
do you say that | am?6 And Si mon Peter answer
l iving God.d And Jesus answered and said to h
ffesh and blood did not reveal %his to you, bu

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. This is quite a claim and it is reasonable for someone to ask,
AWhy should | believe such a cl| aGon200 memntsoday
different things to different people. So what makes Jesus different than other religious leaders or
other deities that people worship? Is there any evidence to validate such a claim? This will be the
focal point of this chapter.

Topic Index

Unlike some secalled deities that people worship in the world today, Jesus is not a myth,
but He is a historical personFlavius Josephus was a Jewish Historian during Alx.3D0.
His works are the principal source for the historyhaf dews from the reign of Antiochus
Epiphanes (BC 1'63) to the fall of Masad@AD 73). There is a very interesting statement
regarding Jesus recorded in

The Works of Josephus, Book 18,Chapter 3, pages 63 and 4 P9 689

fiNow, there wasbout this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a
doer of wonderful workd a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure .He drew

over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gertleesvas [the] Christ;rad when

Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those
that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day,
as the divine prophets had foretold these andhimunsand other wonderful things concerning

him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at thi day.

This is only one of many proofs that could be quoted to verify Jesus was indeed a real person in
history. This quote also verds parts of the Gospel story. We are not talking of some myth or
fairy tale, but of historical facts
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Topic Index

Some people would ask, "Couldn't Jesus have just been a good man and a great teacher

and nothing more?" Jesus Himself did not allow room for this view. Jesus claimed to be from
heaven and He was the only way in which mankind could come to God the Father (John 3:13,
John 14:6). A good man or a great teacher would not make such claims if he did not befieve th
to be true. If he made these claims knowing they were false then he would not be a good man or
a great teacher, but rather he would be a liar. On the other hand, if Jesus believed these claims to
be true and they were not, that would make Him a crasppeUsually people who say Jesus

was merely a good man or a teacher are not willing to call Jesus either a liar or a crazy person.
They simply have not thought out this concept very far. Jesus had to be a liar, a crazy person, or
the Son of God. He simpHdid not leave room in His teachings to be labeled only a great man or

a teacher. He himself claimed to be much more!

Topic Index

Unlike other religious leaders Jesus was prophesized about, in some detail, before He was
born. The Dead Sea Scrolls are ancient manuscripts that were discovered in 1948. They are
proof that the Old Testament books date to before Jesus was born. This means they could not
have been written later, to merely make it look as though Jesus fulfilled thesegmsphbe

Dead Sea Scrolls contain a portion of every book in the Old Testament with the exception of
Esther.

Some people don't think that the stories about Jesus in the New Testament are true. However
there are other historical records besides the Bilsleprovide evidence that Jesus was in fact a

real person. The stories concerning Jesus in the New Testament were being circulated in the
same area where Jesus lived and traveled. It was here that the church was established and grew.
This took place in th same time frame among the same people who knew Jesus before He was
crucified. If the events that are recorded in the New Testament were manufactured or highly
exaggerated, church growth should have been nearly impossible. We see in the book of Acts the
people who lived in that era and objected to Christianity did not deny that Jesus taught and did
the things recorded in the New Testament letters. The Jews considered the teachings
blasphemous or ludicrous and commanded the disciples to be quiet. Hovesvackhowledged

that Jesus did in fact teach such things, and perform what the people considered miracles. In a
court of law when the hostile witness agrees with the defense, it is considered a fact. Imagine a
murder trial. The prosecuting attorney says thavid murdered Albert. The defense gets up and
says David did indeed kill Albert, but it was an accident. Since both sides agree that David killed
Albert, this would be considered a fact, and it would not be called into question. Since the actual
eventsregarding Jesus' ministry and crucifixion are not disputed by those opposed to Christianity
in that time frame, the events themselves should be considered fact.
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Following are some prophecies concerning Jesus Christ in the Old Testament before He was
born and the fulfillment by Him in the New Testament. You can find this and other prophecies
that Jesus fulfilledn greater detail in Josh McDowell's book Evidence that Demands a

Verdict”! This book also supplies an abundance of evidence for the reliability of the Bible. Keep
in mind | am only mentioning a few of the prophecies concerning the Messiah that weeslfulfil

in Jesus. Fritz Ridenour in the book Who Saysfeclares that there are some 333 prophecies
concerning the Messiah which are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

1.BORN OF A VIRGIN; PROPHECY (lsaiah 7:14)

"Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:Hmed, a virgin will be with child and bear a
son, and she will <call Hi s name | mmanuel . o

BORN OF A VIRGIN; FULFILLMENT (Matthew 1:1825; see also Luke 1:28b)

ANow the birth of Jesus Christ was as foll ows
Josep, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spitifoseph

her husband, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away
secretly. But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of thapmedred to him in a

dream, saying, 6Joseph, son of David, do not
has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spkitd she will bear a Son; and you shall call His

name Jesus, for it is He who will savesHi peopl e from their sins. 6 No
what was spoken by the Lord through the proph
shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, an
translated mean, 6 God with wus. & And Joseph arose fronm
Lord commanded him, and took her as his wife, and kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a

Son; and he called His name Jesus. &4]dndtkes us wa
name Jesus means "Jehovah is salvation," i. e., "is the Savior".)
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2. MESSIAH TRACED TO ABRAHAM; PROPHECY (Genesis 22:18; see also Genesis
12:2-3)

This had to be through David, Jesse, Judah, Jacob and Isaac to fulfill prophecy.

The context here is the Lord talking to Abraham: "And in your seed all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed, because you haweyed My voice."

MESSIAH TRACED TO ABRAHAM; FULFILLMENT  (Matthew 1:1; see also Galatians
3:16)

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abflahautfill this

prophecy, Jesus had to be from the bloodline ofahesman. have not been able to find that
anybody from Jesusd time period tried to argu
letters which are now our New Testament openly declare and trace the bloodline of Jesus back to
Abraham. During Biblical times,eepr sond6s | i neage was considered

The Messiah was also to be born through Isaac (Genesis 21:12); this is shown fulfilled in Luke
3:23-34 and Matthew 1:26. Since Abraham had two saimslsaac and Ishmaél God at this

point cut df half of the lineage of AbrahanThe Messiah also had to come through the line of
Jacob (Numbers 24:17, Genesis 3512). We can see this fulfilled in Luke 3:23 and 1:33;

and Matthew 1:2. Isaac had two s@nsJacob and Esai so God here eliminatdslf of the

line of IsaacThe Messiah was to come from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10, Micah 5:2).The
fulfillment of this can be seen in Luke 3:33, Matthew 1:2, and Hebrews 7:14. The twelve
tribes of the Hebrew nation developed from Jacob's twelns. $5od here cut off 11/12 of the
tribes of IsraelThe Messiah was to come through Jesse (Isaiah 11:1 and 10). We can see this
fulfilled in Luke 3:2332 and Matthew 1:86. The Messiah was to come through David
(Jeremiah 23:5, 2 Samuel 7:18, Psalms 1311). The fulfilment of this can be seen in Luke
3:23-31, Matthew 1:1; 9:27; and 15:22, Acts 1322 and Revelation 22:16. Jesse had at least
eight sons (see 1 Samuel 16:10,11). God now cuts off all of these except David.

It should be clear that thelds are definitely stacking up against somebody fulfilling this
prophecy by being born through the correct lineage. Remember this is something that cannot be
fulfilled intentionally; it takes the divine act of God to accomplish this.

10
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3.BORN IN BETHLEHEM; PROPHECY (Micah 5:2)

"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One
will go forth for me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of
eternity."

BORN IN BETHLEHEM; FULFILLMENT  (Matthew 2:1; see alstohn 7:42, Matthew 2:4
8, Luke 2:47)(His days are from eternity Colossians.1:17)

AfANow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Jud
from the east arrived in Jerusalem. ..o

Not only does a person have no contreér what family through which he is born, there is also

no control concerning the location of birth. The Messiah had to be born in Bethlehem, not
Jerusalem, or anywhere else, to fulfill prophecy. Where He was born was not disputed in Jesus'
day.

4. PRESENTED WITH GIFTS; PROPHECY (Isaiah 60:6; see also Psalm 72:10)

"A multitude of camels will cover you, the young camels of Midian and ephah; all those from
Sheba will come; they will bring gold and frankincense, and will bear good news of the praises
ofte LORD. O

PRESENTED WITH GIFTS; FULFILLMENT (Matthew 2:111)

16 ANow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of J
magi from the east arrived ierisalem, ......

118 And they came into the house and saw the Chilld iiary His mother; and they fell
down and worshipped Him; and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and
frankincense and myrrh. oo

A person has no control over what gifts someone may present to him asa claldit is not
very likely that Jesus could have manipulated the situation so that the magi would travel a
distance to give him these gifts.

11
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5.HIS ZEAL FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD; PROPHECY (Psalm 69:9)

AFor zeal for Thy house has consumed me, and
fallen on me. 0

HIS ZEAL FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD; FULFILLMENT (John 2:1517)

AAnd He made a amsl drovethegnall ootfof the templeswith the sheep and the
oxen; and He poured out the coins of the moneychangers, and overturned their tables; and to

those who were selling the doves He said, O0Ta
houseahoess of merchandise. 06 His disciples remembe
house will consume me. 060

6. PROCEEDED BY MESSENGER; PROPHECY (Isaiah 40:3)

AA voice is calling, 6Clear the way for the L
higway f or our God. 60

PROCEEDED BY MESSENGER; FULFILLMENT (Matthew 3:12; see also Matthew 3:3
11, 11:10, John 1:23, Luke 1:17)

ANow in those days John the Baptist came, pre
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand

(@)

7.PERFORMER OF MIRACLES; PROPHECY (lsaiah 35:56; see also Isaiah 3248

AThen the eyes of ,andthke edrdof thedeafwill bd unsboppedolpea the d
Il ame wi | | l eap |li ke a deer, and the tongue of

PERFORMER OF MIRACLES; FULFILLMENT (Luke 7:2022; see also Luke 7:222,
Matthew 9:3235; 11:46, John 5:5)

AAnd when thed mome to Him, they said, 6John t
'‘Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?' At that very time He cured many
people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and He granted sight to mamereholind.

And He answered and said to them, 6Go and rep
blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, the poor have the gospel preached to them

Jasephus, the Jewish historian in that time period, indicated that Jesus performed miracles.

12
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8. TEACHER OF PARABLES; PROPHECY (Psalm 78:2)

Al wi || open my mouth in a parabl e; I wi || ut
TEACHER OF PARABLES; FULFILLMENT (Matthew 13:34)

AAl'l these things Jesus spoke to the multitud
a parable.. .0

9.HE WAS TO ENTER JERUSALEM ON A DONKEY; PROPHECY (Zechariah 9:9)

ARejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout i
king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a
donkey,evemn a colt, the foal of a donkey. 0

HE WAS TO ENTER JERUSALEM ON A DONKEY; FULFILLMENT (Luke 19:3538)

AAnd they brought it to Jesus, and they threw
as He was going, they were spreading their garmemiteiroad. And as He was now

approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began

to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen, saying,

0Bl essed i s t he dmemftheWwdrdpPeace imleeaven and glori ia then

hi ghest! 60

Jesus could have purposely tried to fulfill this by riding the donkey into town. Yet it is unlikely
that he could have persuaded the crowd to behave as they did. That they did on their own.

10.BETRAYED BY A FRIEND; PROPHECY (Psalm 41:9; see also Psalm 5514
" my close friend, in whom [ trusted, who ate my bread, has lifpekiis heel against nie.

BETRAYED BY A FRIEND; FULFILLMENT  (John 13:2126; see also Matthew 10:4 and
26:47.50)

Awan Jesus had said this, He became troubl ed |
say to you, that one of you wil/l betray Me. 0
to know of which one He was speaking. There was reclinintgsus' breast one of His

di sciples, whom Jesus | oved. Si mon Peter ther
who it is of whom He is speaking. 6 He, | eani n
who is it?06 Jesustidtheene fwhome shallrdip theemoesel and @ive i a

to him. 86 So when He had dipped the morsel, He

| scari ot . 0O

13
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It seems unlikely that someone would purposely try to deceive someone else into thinking he
was something that he was @otespecially knowing that the deception would lead to his own
deathd simply to fulfill a prophecy.

11.SOLD FOR THIRTY PIECES OF SIL VER, POTTERS FIELD PURCHASED;
PROPHECY (Zechariah 11:143)

Anélf it is good in your sight, give me my wag
thirty shekels of silver as my wages. Then th
magnific ent pri ce at which | was valued by them. o
them to the potter in the house of the LORD. O

SOLD FOR THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, POTTERS FIELD PURCHASED,;
FULFILLMENT (Matthew 27:57)

AAnd he t hr esiverinto the saricteacyearsd depdirted; and he went away and hanged

hi mself. And the chief priests took the piece
the temple treasury, since it is twithkethepri ce of
money bought the Potter's Field as a buri al p

Notice the detail here: an exact amount of coins is mentioned, and it was silver, not gold; the
money was thrown, not placed; this happened in the house of the Lord; the monsgavts
buy the Potters field.

12.HE WAS SILENT BEFORE ACCUSERS; PROPHECY (lIsaiah 53:7)

AHe was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet H
to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent before its shearet® sodi d not open Hi s

HE WAS SILENT BEFORE ACCUSSERS; FULFILLMENT (Matthew 27:1214)

AAnd whil e He was being accused by the chief
Then Pilate said to Him, 6Do You Yowat?dhear how
And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so that the governor was quite
amazed. 0

14
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13. HANDSAND FEET PIERCED, LOTS CAST FOR GARMENTS; PROPHECY
(Psalm 22:1618)

"a band of evildoers has encompassed me; they pierced my hands and my feet. | can count all my
bones. They look, they stare at me; They divide my garments among them, and for my clothing
they cast | ots. o

HANDS AND FEET PIERCED, LOTS CAST FOR GARMENTS; FULFILLMENT
(Luke 23:3335; see also John 19:23)
AAnd when they came to the place called The S

one on the right and the other on the | eft. B
not know what they ar e d apHimsgarndentamdng themseiesc a st
And the people stood by, |l ooking on. And even
saved others; | et Him save Himself iif this 1is
and Luke 24:3910 show that they udenails, which pierced His hands and feet, during His

crucifixion.)

Crucifixion originated with the Phoenicians and Persians. It was practiced from the 6th century

BC until the 4th century AD. The Roman emperor Constantine banned crucifixion in 337 AD.

The 22nd Psalm is attributed to David around BC 1000. i s sai d that a persc
prominent during crucifixion. The pierced hands and feet came from being nailed to the cross.

This means the results of crucifixion and the type of death Jesud dieulere described before

crucifixion was invented!

Ref. NASB¢2 ABC's of the Bible by Readers Digest, International Bible Encyclopedia,
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopediai. The Bible Knowledge Commentaskyb.

14. FORSAKEN CRY; PROPHECY (Psalm 22:1)

AMy God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me? F
groaning. o

FORSAKEN CRY; FULFILLMENT (Matthew 27:46)

AfAnNnd about the ninth hour Jesus cried out wi t
that is, 6My God, My God, why hast Thou forsa

15
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15.HEARTBROKEN, BONES NOT BROKEN, SIDE PIERCED; PROPHECY
(Psalm 22:14; 34:20, and Zechariah 12:10)

Psaim22:14 Al am poured out | i ke wat;dlyheartasiké al | my
wax: it i s m@iderimelemphasisiming). me . 0

(Psalm34:20p " He keeps all hi s biwkeme®s ( umadtrdmneeof mipl
mine).

Zechariah 12:1@ "And | will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, sghbkgtwill look on Me whom they have
pierced @underline emphasis mine).

HEARTBROKEN, BONES NOT BROKEN, SIDE PIERCED; FULFILLMENT
(John 19:3234)

AThe soldiers therefore came, and broke the |
crucified with Him; but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was alreadyttd®adid not

break His legshut one of the soldiegsierced His side with a spr, and immediately thereame
outbloodandwatero (under |l i ne emphasi s mine)

From a medical perspective, concerning the blood and water: this indicates that Jesus either died
of cardiac rupture or cardio respiratory failure.

16. DARKNESS OVER THE LAND; PROPHECY (Amos 8:9)

A 6And it will come about in that day

, 06 decl a
down at noon and make the earth dark i n

br oad
DARKNESS OVER THE LAND; FULFILLMENT (Matthew 27:4445)

AAnd t he r ob 8keensrucdiédsvith Himmhnvere dasting the same insult at Him.
Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon al

Because the Jews reckoned twelve hours from sunrise to sunset, it would make the sixth hour
near noon and the rimhour about three o'clockhallus, a historian, mentioned the darkness

and the events surrounding the crucifixion around AD 52 His words are recorded by Julius
Africanus.”, Pt

16
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17.BURIED IN RICH MAN'S TOMB; PROPHECY (Isaiah 53:9)

AHIi s grave was assigned with wicked men, yet
had done no violence,norwa t her e any deceit in His mouth. o

BURI ED I'N RICH MANOS T OIMitthew2@5760) LL MENT

AAnd when it was evening, there came a rich m
had also become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and askeddiedy of Jesus.

Then Pilate ordered it to be given over to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a

clean linen cloth, rd laid it in his own new tomb 0

18. BODILY RESURRECTION; PROPHECY (Psalm 16:10; see also Psalm 4169

AFor T maabandanimy soul to Sheol; neither wilt Thou allow Thy Holy One to undergo
decay. o

BODILY RESURRECTION; FULFILLMENT (Acts 2:31 and John 2:122) (see also Acts
13:34, Luke 24:46)

Acts2:316 fHe | ook ed adithearesurraatiath of shp Ghkishat He was neither
abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh sufferdecay (under |l i ne emphasi s mi

John2:19226 fiJesus answeredDesdregidhi® tedmmle, anc
raiseThe dlepwd t her ef esixgaarstabuild this rhpte, abhdovdl Kouf or t y
rai se it up Hewas dpaakng of thatgnspl® 6f HiB hoWihen therefore He

was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the
Scripture, and the word whichsler s had spoken. o (underline emph

Some people try to say that Jesus only rose from the grave spiritually, not physichllyis
one of the proofs that this assumption is false. His body did not rot, because he physically rose
from the dead. Heaid he would raise his body, and he did.

Professor Peter W Stoner and a group of college students decided to try and figure the

mathematical odds of Jesus fulfilling just eight of the Old Testament prophecies. They took this

figure and made aword picer we can all wunderstand. Letds sa
Texas and buried it two feet deep in silver dollars. Next you put an X on one of the silver dollars.
Then, you mix them all up, using bulldozers. Now you send out a man blindfolded, and allow

him to pick up one coin. The students determined that the blindfolded man picking up the coin

with the X on it, would have the same odds as Jesus fulfilling the prophecies by éffance.

17
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You would certainly stand a better chance of winning the lottery a few times, than you would at
winning a bet that Jesus was not the Messiah foretold in the Old Testamenpé&aiple have

made amazing predictions but they have also been wrong. The Bible, on the otheohtaills

more predictions than any single individual, and it has never been wrong. Jesus declared that
these Scriptures testified of Hifdohn 5:39). The piphecies concerning Jesus before His birth
help in verifying this point.

Topic Index

Jesus is the only religious leader in history who predicted His own death and resurrection

and then actually died and then rose from the deadlhere is historical evidence to support

that this is not just a story but a fact in histdriie sermon Peter preached in Jerusalem about the
resurrection in Acts 2:141 took place within a short walk of where Jesus was buried. Three
thousand people acdep the Gospel message there. This would be rather hard to explain if the
body of Jesus was still in themid (see Luke 24:184, 18:3134). What motive would the

disciples have to die martyrs for this Gospel message if they did not really see Jesies atier
raised from the dead? Why did the Aaglievers Paul and James change, and profess to have
also seen the risen Christ, if it were not so? How does one explain more than 500 eyewitnesses
(1 Corinthians 15:8)? It has been proven that the physicalireection of Jesus Christ would
stand in a court of law, based upon historical evideRgese facts are established by critical and
historical procedures. It is not logical reasoning to reject the resurrection simply because one
does not accept the insgiion of the scriptures.

Considering these credentials that Jesus has: (1) been foretold with detaileelcy before He
was born; (2) predictedis own death and physical resurrection; (3) bodily risen from the dead
just as He said He woufil 1 do notbelieve that there are any other religious leaders that
deserve our attention more than Jesus Christ.
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Topic Index
WHO DID JESUS CLAIM TO BE?

His enemies understood Him to claim to be God. John 1®:30 s @aysani t he Fat hert

onefl.hee Jews took up stones again to stone
good works from the Father; for which of
O6For a good work we do not stone Y onan, makea t
Yourself out to be God. 60

Here is Jesus'responseinverse83: i 6. . do you say of Hi m,
sent into the world, "You are blasphemitggtause | said, 'l am the Son of Goldi'l do not do

the works of My Father,alnot believe Me; but if | do them, though you do not believe Me,
believe the works, that you may know and understandhbdtather is in Me, and | in the
Fathero Therefore they were seeking again to

(All underline emphasis mine)

Jesus declared that He and the Father are Ondhe Jews understood this as a claim to be

Hi m.

t hem

for

wh on

sei

GodJesus then call s Handeafirnis His stateméntSdéand the f Godo

Father are oneThe question that remains is, did the Jearsectly understand what He meant
when He called himself the ASon of Godo?
answer Hedid dlaymretesbe God. We see this clearly in John 2828 Thomas
answered and saidto Hid,My Lor d ad@ddsnmys God!d to hi m,

Wa s

Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yethelievedl n t hese ver
Thomas calls Jesus his fALord and Godo. Jesus,
rebuked or at least corrected Tas, if Thomas had been incorrect to refer to Jesus with those

words. Certainly Jesus would not have |l et suc
vain (as some have interpreted it), go by without some correction. Jesus' answer to Thomas

showst hat Thomas was correct to call Him nGod a
Jesus not only claimed to be the fAiSon of Godo

claimed to be the expected Messiah as foretold in the Old Testalnent4:2526: "The woman
said to Him, "l knowthat Messiah is comin@e who is called Chriktwhen that One comes,
He will declare all things to usJesus said to her, "l who speak to you am He."

(underline emphasis mine)
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Jesus often referred to himself as 8w of manMatthew 17:222 3: AAnd whi l e they
gathering toget her i fheGanlofiManisgqing tb besdealigerediato d t o
thehandsb men; and they wil/| kil |l Hi m, and He wil
deeply grieved. o It is interesting that Jesus
mano in the way wasbomofthe Wgindarg andry he HolyeSpiritd

Joseph was not his biological father. Jesus was, however, the Son of man in two other ways:

Jesus is the Son of Mas the Messiah, being born through the family of David, as well as

through Jesse, Judah, Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham, vas sadier. This genealogy traces him

through man. Both Mary and Joseph's bloodlines can be traced through theséNbatpéav

1:1-16, Luke 3:2338). The title "Messiah" is also applied to Jesus because the Messiah that was

to come in Old Testamentpropt y was call ed t he -1Son of Mano(

Jesus is also seen as the Son of Man in reference to His hutha@ibg becoming man

Philippians 288 says, fAHave this atti tChdseJesuspwhg,our sel v
although He existed in tHerm of God,did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,

but emptied Himselftaking the form of a bondervant, and being made in the likeness of men.

And being found in appearance as a nté@ humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the

point of death, even death on a cross. o I|In th
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Godl, the Wordwas Gad; t hen, ver se
fourteen of the same gha eAnd theiWord became flesh, and dwelt amongansl we beheld

His glory, glory as of the only begotten from

(all underline emphasis mine)
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Topic Index
HOW | MPORTANT I S I'T TO ACCEPT JESUSSG6 CLAI M OF

Accordingto Jesus, it is very important

SeeJohn8242 5: "1 said therefore to foyumlessyot hat oéyou
believe that | am He you shalldieinyoursins And so they were saying
You?06 Jesus said to them, O&6éWhani rmhmga¥&o | been s

(underline and bold emphasis mine)

As we have already seen, Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, God One with the Father, and the Son
of God. He said that unless men accepted these things as His identity, they would die in their

sins. What does ihean to die in your sins? It means to die and be separated from God. The

Bible declares that those who are separated from God spend eternity in a place called Hell.
Fortunately, Eternal Life in Godo6s mpalldessence i
accept Jesus as your Savior and substituti@wifee for your sins, and accdpm asLord of

your life (Matthew 25:3#41, John 3:148, Romans 3:23, 1 John 1:10, James 2:10, Matthew

5:22, Ephesians 28, Luke 6:4449).

Topic Index
WHO DOES THE BIBLE DECLARE JESUS TO BE?

The church usually answers this question by r
doctrine that the Bible teaches. Nelson's lllustrated Bible Dictionary defines the Trinity as
follows:"The coexistence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the unity of the Godhead
(divine nature or essence). The doctrine of the trinity means that within the being and activity of

the one God there are three distinct persBather, Son, and Holgpirit." <

Throughout the Bible we find that the Father,
and all three persons possess the attributes of God. We also find that there is only énadsod

three Gods in one. All three are also seesegmrate persons, even though they are one God.

Jesus is God the Son, the second person in the Trinity. Although much could be written about the
Trinity concept, | will be focusing on Jesus.
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The Bible calls Jesus God

|l saiah 9:6: AFor a child wil!/ be born to us, a
on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Coungdighty God Eternal
Fat her , Prince of Peace. 0

Acts 20:28: "Be on guard for yourselves dadall the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shephigwe church of God which He purchased with His own blood
(According to this verse the church was purchased with whose blood?)

Colossians 2:® : AfSee t o estyoutdpteve through plulosephytardlempty
deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world,
rather than according ©hrist. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily farnd

Il John 5ekhdwthatAhe 8on of God has come, and has given us understanding, in
order that we might know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true, in Hid&30i1s
Christ. Thisisthe true Gamind et er nal i fe. o

2 Peter 1:1: fseivantamdpddte ofdesys Clarist,hoadhose who have received
a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousnemgrdbod and Savior, Jesus Christ . 0

Revelation 1:78 : i B ldehsocbnidng with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those
who piercecHim; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Evenso. Amdn. am t he
Al pha and the Omegah®d® s$saysantdhehlbowadsGamd who
Al mi ghty. 60

Compare this with Revelation 2:8 "And to the angel of the church in Smyitea The first and
the |l ast, who was dead, and has come to I|ife.

Hebr ew8utdfthd8SonHesays Thy t hr pisfaever &d &er,dand the righteous
scepter is the scepter of His kingdom. 60

Titus 2:13: #fALooki ngeappearing bfithe glooylofer greaésdd ahdo pe and
Savior, Christ Jesus.

(All' underline emphasis in above Scripture mine.)
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Topic Index
DOES JESUS POSSESS THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD?

We would expect God to be seen as Creator, Judge, Savior (able to forgive sins), omniscient (all
knowing), omnipotent (all powerful), omnipresent (able to be everywhere at etex@gl

(having always existed), and worshipped. As | will show, all of these things can be found in
Jesus Christ. (All underline emphasis mine.)

Jesus is Creator Colossians 1:1316:

AFor He delivered us from the domai mHisof dar kn
beloved Sonin whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. And He is the image of the
invisible God, the firsborn of all creationFor by Him all things wer created, both in the

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or adthorities

- all things have been created by Him and for Hi,m

(See also John 1:3, Hebrews 1@, 1 Corinthians 8:6, Isaiah 44:24)
Jesus is Jadlge John 5:22:

"For not even the Father judges anyone, bub&kegiven all judgment to the Soh

(See also 2 Timothy 4:1, Romans 14:10)

(He can forgive sins): Mark 2:5:
A A nldsusseeing their faitlsaidt o t he p ar abuysing are faiverMp 6 s o n

We can forgive someone for sinning against us, but we cannot forgive someone for sinning
against God, as Jesus did here. Andats 5:30-31: "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. He isithevloom God exalted to His
right hand ag Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgivenessoof sins.

(See also Mark 2:10, Colossians 2:13)
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Jesus is Omniscientall knowing or all wise):
1 Corinthians 1:24:

fito those who are the called, both Jews and Gré&sst the power of God and the wisdom of
Godo

Jesus is shown in the New Testanterftave knowledge far beyond our human understanding.
We do not know the heart of every man but John-224ays Jesus knew all men and what was
in man. In John 6:64 we are told Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not
believe, and who it &s that would betray Him. Then in John 13:1 we find that Jesus knew His
hour had come to die and go to the Fathredohn 16:30 the disciples saitlow we know that

You know all things"John 18:4 says that Jesus knew all the things that were aboppenha

Him. While Jesus was on the cross we are told He knew the Old Testament prophecies
concerning Himself and our redemption had been fulfilled. Nobody else knew that at that time,
yet, He did (John 19:28). Peter declared that Jesus knew His healt thimps (John.21:17).

What man has ever had this kind of knowledge? This knowledge is far beyond even any of the
prophets in the Bible. They may have foretold future events but none of them knew the heart and
thoughts of every man. These are only a ésamples that could be shown that Jesus knew such
things.

Jesus is Omnipoten{all powerful, unlimited authority)Matthew 28:18:

AAnNnd Jesus came up aAlldutheripydds beert gventtolVe mheavwra y i n g,
and on eartld. 0

In the followingreferences we see that: Jesus will return with power; power flowed through Him

to heal people who merely touched Him; Jesus had power over demons; He was able to give
power to His disciples to heal ot herusisthePet er
power of God; it was through Jesus that Paul received power; Jesus has the power to subject
everything unto Himself; it is by His power that we will be raised from the dead; He upholds all
things by the word of His power; Jesus has the keystfi&power) over death and Hades; and

that the time will come when Jesus will abolish all other rule, authority and power.

(See also Mark 13:26,5:30; Luke 4:36, 6:19, 9:1; Actsld;7/Romans 1:4; 1 Corinthians 1:24,
15:2325; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Philippns 3:2621; Hebrews 1:3; 2 Peter 1:16; Revelation 1:17
18.)
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Jesus is Omnipresen{present at all places at all timek)atthew 18:20, 28:20:

Jesus said, "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there | am in their
midst" (18:20). He also told His disciples, "and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the
age" (28:20). Paul declared that Jesus dwelthe hearts of believers. Paul further stated if this
is not true of an individual they do not belong to Him (Romans 8:9).

(See also 2 Corinthians 13:5, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 3:17, Colossians 1:27, Revelation 3:20.)
Jesus is eterna(He has alwaysxisted):Micah 5:2:

"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One
will go forth for me to be ruler in Isradilis goings forth are from long ago, from the days of

eternity."
(See also John 14, 17:5, 8:58Revelations 1:17,2:8, 22:13.)

Jesus is worshipped: Hebrews 1:6:

AAnd when He aglomnbirnmngst h édewetail thedapgelsld Gawlay s, ¢
worship Himé o

Mat t h e w Add4hosawho viere in the boat worshippedHm s ayi ng, O6You ar e
God's Son! 60

(See Matthew 4:10 for text regarding how worship belongs to (eoe aSee also Matthew 2:2
and1l For fAl amb on throned referendes, see Reve
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Topic Index
THE TERM ASON OF GODO

As | stated earlier, the term ASon of Godo me
to show who the Son of God is, but it is also important to recognize that everyone that uses this
term is not speaking about the same thing. Followinghaieztexamples.

Historic Christianity 0 The teachings that can be traced back through the Protestant

Reformation, the Catholic church, the Apostolic Fathers and the original church referred to as
AThe Wayo in Acts 19:23. Tdneantknomenoeinaiamay Chr i s
churches that would fall into this category. It is these churches that teach the doctrine that is now
called the TrinityHistoric Christianity teaches that the Son of God is: God the Son, the second
person in the Trinity, God ihuman form

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saint® Also referred to as L.D.S., or the

Mormons To this church the Son of God is: The literal son of Elohim through a physical relation
with Mary. He is also the brother of Lucifer and our eloi@ther. He is one of many Gods. This
church believes that God the Father, God the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are three separate Gods.
This can be verified in their books in the following locations: Religious Truths Defined
pg.445"Mormon Doctrine pgs.54647 =6 Doctrines of SalvationVol.1 pg.1G2Evidences and
Reconciliations pg.208*Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Section Sixi 4848g.370

E4 Discourses of Brigham Young, pg.22

The Watchtower Societyd These churches are known as Kingdom $jalhd the people are
commonl y r elJeheval \Eitdessesdhisatarchibelieves that the Son of God is a

mighty god, but not Jehovah, who is the only Almighty God. Jesus is a created being also known
as Michael the Archangel. Watchtower doctrirectess that Jesus should not be worshipped.

This can be verified in their books in the following locations: Reasoning from the Scriptures
pgs.213, 418117, Aid to Bible Understanding pgs.918, 920, 1152,12247%°

If Jesus was the brother biicifer, who isa fallen angel, as the Mormorh@rch claim§ or

Michael the Archangel, as Jehovah Witnesses élaimboth cases this would make Him an

angel. Angels are not to be worshipped (Colossians 2:18 and Luke 4:8). Jesus Himself created
angels (Colossians 1:41¥). He cannot be the brother osHbwn creation, nor can He Himself

be His own creation. Also, if He is a mighty god separate from Jehovah, as the Witnesses claim
o0 or one of many Gods, as Mormons cléiniHe would have to be a false god. The Bible is

very clear about the fact that theseonly one God (Isaiah 448).
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WHAT DID CHRISTIANS THINK IN THE 1ST CENTURY AFTER JESUS? DID THEY
BELIEVE THE SAME AS WHAT CHRISTIANS TEACH TODAY ABOUT JESUS?

The Christians in the 1st century had a better understanding of what the writers of the New
Testament actually meant. |l say t hNicenebecause
Fathes 0 personally knew the writers of the New T
personal disciple of one or more of the original apostles. (This can be found in the book A

Dictionary of Early Christian Beliefs'.) Therefore it stands to reason that, & are interpreting

the New Testamercorrectly, our beliefs abouthws Jesus is should not have changed from what

was believed about Jesus in the 1st century.

The following quotes (underline emphasis mine) can be found in TheMogae Fathers,
Translatons of the Writings of the Fathers down to AD 325

Ignatius was the head of the church of Antioch [died AD110].
Volume 1,The epistle of Ignatius to the Romans, chapt&p'dPPF pe- €0)

"For our God, Jesus Chrisipw that He is with the Father, is all the more revealed in His glory.
Christianity is not a thing of"silence only,

Justin Martyr is recognized to be one of the most important Christian writers [ADBE]0
Volume 1,The first Apology of Justin, chapter §4' PPF pg-150

"...the Father of the universe haSan; whoalso, being the firsbegotten Word of Gads even

God.And of oldHe appeared in the shape of fire and in the likeness of an angel to &osies

the other prophets; but now in the times of your reign, having, as we beforeezaiche Man by

a virgin, according to the counsel of the Father, for the salvation of those who believe on Him,

He endured both to be set at nought and to suffer, that by dgiohrising again He might

conquer death. And that which was said out of the bushto Mddes,am t hat | am, tF
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, and the God of your fiithers

(See Exodus 3:b, Mark 12:1831)..

To find manymore references of what the early church believed and wrote, | would recommend
getting the book called A Dictionary of Early Christian Beli&f&y David W. Bercot and a CD
Rom titled Early Church Fathers Protestant Edittbhy Logos Research Systenasbte able to

read all references in the dictionary in full contésde http://www.logos.com).
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This Bible study explains the Trinity and shows it in both the Old and New Testament as
well as believed by the Early Church.

You can click ofi_T h e _ Totoistart réagling at the begingi of this topic or use the topic
index to jump to the part that interest you most.

Overview of content in this section is as follows:
The Trinity (pg. 29)

Topic Index

Overview of content in this section is as follows:
The Trinity defined (pg. 29)

The Father is called God (pg. 29)

Jesus is called God(pg. 29)
The Holy Spirit is called God (pg. 29)

The Holy Spirit speaking in New Testament is Gogpeaking in Old Testament (pg. 30)

Father, Son & Holy Spirit are all separate (pg. 31)

There is only one God (pg. 31)
The Father is creator (pg. 32)
Jesus is creator (pg. 32)

The Spirit is creator (pg. 32)
There is only one creator (pg. 32)

More plurality in the singular God (pg. 33)
The whole Trinity in one passage in the Old estament (pg. 33)

Unity in the New Testament (pg. 34)
Trinity hard to understand does not make it untrue (pg. 34)
Comparing what they have in common (pg. 35)

What about accusations that the Trinity is a doctrine derived from the 3rd or 4th
century? (Jehovah Witness doctrine) (pg. 37)

Wh a t about the i dea there I s three

t hat
by Mormonism? ( No ot he(pg.89dods)
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THE TRINITY

Historically the nature of God has been referred to as the Trinity. This means that the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit are three separate persons which constitute only one God. The word
"Trinity" is not in the Bble. This simply is the name of a doctrine or idea that is taught in the

Bible. Often people who do not believe the doctrine of the Trinity define the word incorrectly.

Then they set out to prove that the false definition #pibfical, which of course isd because

they incorrectly defined it. Letme trytodx@m i n t he doct rasclealyasfcat he AT

T God the Fat her buttis doeslnotendan findd bleli® Jesus, nor does it
mean that He is the Holy Spirit. The Fathecig | | ed fAGodo i n Romans
emphasis min€)o all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you
and peace fronsod our Fatheand the Lord Jesus Christ".

T Jesus t he Son butthis doesindt mebn thaGldedsothe Eatior does it
mean He is the Holy Spirit. Jesus is calle
mine){1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, antfdhed was
God(14) And theWord became flesh, and dwelt among aisd we bedld His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and t{blbtice this states
that God became flesh. In the context this is Jesus. See also Philippi)sI@shs is
al so call ed nG@ad(@anderlime erdpbdsia myikedhell He said to
Thomas, O6Reach here your finger, and see M
it into My side; and be not unbelieving,
Hi MMy 6Lord andemys Gs d Bedause gou havesn Med have you
believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet befieved. ( Not i ce t hat J
rebuke Peter when he called him Lord and God. The conclusion is that Jesus is God the
Son.)

T The Holy Spir i butthissdoes aot medahat HB i€ thalFather nor does it
mean that He is Jesus. The Holy Spirit is called God in Actgl §utBderline emphasis
mi nBuit MPeter said, O0Anani as lietothe\HohhSpist Sat an
and to keep back some of the price & thnd? While it remained unsold, did it not
remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you

have conceived this deed inyourhea¥® u have not | i e dNoticw men,
Peter stated that Ananias liedth@ Holy Spirit; then in the next breath, he states that this
was fHGododo Ananias |ied to.)
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Topic Index
The Holy Spirit speaking in New Testament is God speaking in Old Testament

Consider also Hebrews 371 (under |l ine and bold emphasi
the Holy Spirit says, 6Today i f you hear His voice, D
they provokedVe, as in the day of trial in the wilderness, Where your fathers tried me by
testing me, and saw My works for forty years. Therefbrevas angry with this
generation, and said, 'They always go astray in their heart; and they did notviknow

ways'; Asl swore in My wrath, 'they shall not enter My rest.™

(Notice we are told that the Holy Spirit is the one who says He was provoked and swore
in His wrath "they shall not enter my rest".)

Psams954 1 (underl i ne and b onedleteswprshipandbowmi ne)
down; let us kneel befortne LORD our maker. For He is our God and we are the

people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you would hear His voice, Do

not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as in the day ofalasshe wilderness; When

your fathers testethe, they triedme, though they had seevly work. For forty yeard

loathed that generation, and said they are a people who err in their heart, and they do not
know My ways.Thereforel swore inMy anger, trulythey shall not enter intbly rest.”

Here we are told that our Lord our maker is God. It is He that was provoked and swore in
His wrath "they shall not enter into my rest". The conclusion is God the Holy Spirit said
this(see also Numbers 14:23) For asimilar reference where we have God speaking in
the Old Testament and in the New Testament it refers to the Holy Spirit as the speaker,
compare Isaiah 6:80 with Acts 28:2827.

We have just seen that the Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spiritaaelal e d fi God o .
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Father, Son & Holy Spirit are all separate

These three arall called God, yet they are also three separate persons. They are not all the same
person. One passage that clearly shows this is John-14:@éhderline emphasis mine) (Jesus is

the one speaking her&dnd | will ask the Fatherand He will give yoanaher Helper, that He

may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it

does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in

you".This passage clearly shows they aredlseparate persofs Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

All three 8 the Father, Son, and the Holy Sp#it are called God, and they are three separate
personsYet the Bible does not teach that there are three Gods. There is only onéhésd
three Personsonstitute only one God.

Topic Index

THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD

Isaiah 44:68 (underline emphasis mine): "Thus says the LORD,Kms of Israel and his
Redeemerthe LORD of hosts: 'l am the first and | am the last, thede is no Godbesides me

And who is like me? Let him proclaim and declare it; yes, let him recount it to me in order, from
the time that | established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them the things that are
coming and the events that are going to take place. Dvemable and do not be afraid; have |

not long since announced it to you and declared it? And you are My witnissese any God
besides meor is there any other RockRnow of none™

Did you notice King of Israel and his Redeemer seem to be sygeakmore than one? Then He

says, "I am the first and | am the last and there is no God besides Me". This is a singular
statement. Then He asks if there are any other Gods besides Him, and states that He (God) does
not know of any! How can there be otlg@ods that even God himself knows nothing about?

Isaiah 43:10:8 You are My witnesses, 6" declares the
chosen, in order that you may know and believe me, and understand that | Bafdte. me
there was no God formed, ahdh er e wi | | b €This evenestates fthiere will bemeo. 6 0 .

other Gods in the future!)
So what we have so far is the Father, the Son, and the Holy 8pee separate persons. All

three persons are ref err &dd Wefindahssiin créatiahalso. and t
All three are called the Acreatoro, and there
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THE FATHER IS THE CREATOR

| saiah 45: 18 (under | i nethee@RDhwha drestedrthie heavdhe A F o r
is the God who formed the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste
place,buté r med i t t olaif the LORMD and thdrecisdnpne éls@

(See also Isaiah 42:5 and 1 Cointhians.8:6).

Topic Index
JESUS IS CREATOR

Colossians 1:1:3 6 : iFor He del i vered us from t htte domai
kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. And He is
the image of the invisible God, the fitsbrn of all creation. For by Him all things were created,

both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisiblethghéhrones or dominions or rulers or
authorites-al | t hi ngs have been created by Him and
(See also John 1:3, Hebrews 1:2, 1 Corinthians 8:6).

Topic Index
THE SPIRIT IS CREATOR

Job 2 By His3spirit Ae hath garnishetthe heavensHis hand hath formed the crooked
serpent. o

Genesis 1:2:AAnd the earth was formless and
deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters
(see also Psalms 104:30).

Topic Index
GOD CREATED BY HIMSELF

| saiah 44:24 (underline emphasis mine): AiThus
formed you from the womb, 6, the LORD, am th
by myself,andspreading out the earth | | aHe oconle notsay he created "by myself* and

"all alone" if the Father, Son,and Holy Spirit were three separate Godsome people these
verses would seem to be in conflith each other. They are not however in ciohfat all d
the answer is these three persons constitute only one God.

Deuteronomy 6:4 (underline emphasis mine): "Hear, O Isidm!LORD is our God, the LORD
is one!o
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We find further plurality in the one God in the Old Testament For example, see

Genesis 122 7 (underl i ne emph aslesUsmakeneah irJuMitagen Go d
according taOur likenessand let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky
and over the cattle and over al/l t he earth, a
And God created man idis own image, in the image ofdd He created him; male and female

He created them. o

Notice that "Us" and "Our" are plural, while "His" and "He" are singular. My point again is the
plurality in the one God. There are not three Gods, but rather three persons in the one God.

Topic Index

THE ENTIRE TRINITY REPRESENTED IN ONE PASSAGE IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT

Consider Isaiah 48:126 (underline emphasis mine):

1 12) "Listen to me, O Jacob, even Israel whom | called; | am He, | am the first, | am also
the last.

1 13)Surely My hand founded the earth, and My right hand spread out the heavens; when |
call to them, they stand together.

1 14) Assemble, all of you, and listen! Who among them has declared these things? The
LORD loves him; he shall carry out His good pleasuréBabylon, and His arm shall be
against the Chaldeans.

1 15) I, even I, have spoken; indeed | have called him, | have brought him, and He will
make his ways successful.

1 16) Come near to me, listen to this: from the first | have not spoken in secret, from the
time it took place, | was ther&nd now the Lord GOD has sent me, and His Spirit."

Notice that in verse 12 God is the speaker, the one who has called Israel. He states, " | am He, |
am the first, | am also the last" "I" and "He" are singufatlow the context down and you will

see that the speaker who is God and identifies himself as " | am He, | am the first, | am also the
last", is also the same one speaking in verse 16. The context does not change speakers. Then this
single person (God) speakingysdAnd now the Lord GOD has sent me, and His Spirit'this

text God is speaking, but says, 6the Lord God
also says,and His Spirit". What we have here is three separate persons in a singular God.
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We find unity in the New Testament in the Trinity as well See Matthew 3:38 7 : A" And af t e
being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were
opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, and behold,

a voice out of the heavens, sayilpd,eascTei.sd oi sTh
in Matthew 28:19: "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and the Son, and tohe Holy
Father, Sonand Holy Spiritd are separate aradso in unity.

We can see the Trinity in the Dbirth of Chr i
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord

David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which leasdonceived in her is of
t he Hol fUn&pine emphasi®mine.)

That which was concei ved ©nlesiasrngt callealshe Ao f
ASon of t Mg eBalsy i Spicrail ti eHre aghirewe ave all threef meBhed 0
of the Trinity represented. Jesus refers to God the Father as His Father, yet that which was
conceived in Mary was of the Holy Spirit.

Topic Index

Some people say the Trinity is hard to undersind; this lack of understanding makes belief
impossible for some. Yet, whether or not the concept of the Trinity is hard to understand is not

the point. The point is, does the Bible teach the Trinity? We have seen that thdd@ibleach

the Trinity. Shaild it surprise us that God is somewhat complex? | do not fully understand the

law of gravity, but | know if | step off a cliff | will falld even if | do not understand or
Abel i eved in the | aw of gravity. Tisoms thiai bl e t
constitute only one God therefore | believe it
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Comparing more of what they have in common

Following are some Biblical comparisons which sometimes cause people who have not yet
grasped the teaching of Trinity to see Scriptural conflicts. First, we will see that both the Father
and Jesus are called the firstanth e | ast . How many Afirsto and
can there be? The obvious ans@ethat there can be only one beginning and onedeftiere is

only one God (Isaiah 44:8).

GOD THE FATHER AS FIRST AND LAST

Isaiah 41:4 (all underline emphasrigne): "Who has performed and accomplished it, calling
forth the gener at | thel ORO, anothe first,faed withehg last. hamrHg.'? 6

Isaiah 44:6: "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD oflhosts:
am the irst and | am the last, and there is no God besidesdne

Isaiah 48:12: "Listen to me, O Jacob, even Israel whom | called; | am He, | am the first, | am also
the | ast. o

JESUS THE SON AS ALPHA AND OMEGA

Revelation 1:78 ( al | under | i nleold eHm sbomisd vEth thei clow$andi B e
every eye will see Himegven those who pierced Hjrand all the tribes of the gh will mourn

over Him. SoitistoheAmen.6 1 am t he Al p hsaa yasn dt hteh eL oQ nde gGao, do,
who was and whoistocome t he Al mi ghty. 60

(Jesus is the one coming with the clouds; see Matthew 24:30, 26:64; Mark 13:26, 14.62;
1 Thesselonians.4:17.)

Revelation 1:171 8 : AfAnNd when | saw Hi m, I fell at Hi ¢
right hand upon measy i ng, O Do |amothe firbt and thé |astnd tte; living One; and
I was dead, and behol d, | am alive forever mor

Revelation 22:136: "l am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, thetieg and the
end.Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and
may enter by the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral
persons and the murderers and the idolaters,eardyone who loves and practices lying. |
Jesushave sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. | am the root and the
offspring of David, the bright morning star."
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Next we will see that your body is a temple of God, your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, and
it is Christ that dwells in you. How can this be? ANSWER: These three parsakesonly one

God.

YOUR BODY IS A TEMPLE OF GOD

2 Corinthians 6:16 (all underl ine emphasis m
with idols? Forwe are the temple of the living GojlistasGod s ai d, 0l and | | dw
wal k among them; and | will be their God, and

1 Corinthians 3: 1 6youiaiea tepngeuof @Goartd thit th&pirit df Gaal t
dwells in you?bod

YOUR BODY IS A TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1 Corinthians 6:120 (al underl ine emphasi s miyouelodyistaOr do
temple of the Holy Spiritvho is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your

own? Foryou have been bought with a pri¢eereforeglorify God in your body o

(Jesu¥sod pad the price, Acts 20:28.)

CHRIST DWELLS IN YOU

Galatians 2:20 (underline emphasis mine): "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer
| who live, butChrist lives in meand the life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the
SonofGod, Who | oved me, and delivered Hi mself u,

SHARED GLORY

Next we will see thatGod will not give His glory to another. Yet Jesus shared this glory
with Him (God). How can this be? ANSWER: They are One God.

Isaiah 42:8 (all underline emphasisn&)j: "I am the LORD, that is My namkwill not give My
glory to another nor My praise to graven i mages. .. O

John 17:5: "And nowglorify Thou Metogethemwith Thyself, Fatherwith the glory which | had
with Thee before the world was. 0
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THE RESURRECTION

Who raised Jesus from the dead? The answer is God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit
all raised Jesudrom the dead.

1 Corinthians 6:14 (al | Gadia @at dbnly mased ¢henpotolat s i s mi
will also raise ufSeeualpoActh22d, Agshil3:39]Romapscw.e r . 0

John2:12 1: AJesus answer Oestrog tiisdempleaandlin three daybwallm, o}
raiseThe dpwd t her ef osixeyeass &ibdild thigténiple,tarmdavitl YoOuo r t vy
rai se it up Heawas dpaaking of thatgngpl@ 6f HiB hotly

(See also John 10:118.)

Romans 8if thelSpirt 8f iHim who raised Jesus from the dehdklls in you, He who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies throu@piHisvho
indwellsyou 6 ( See also 1 Peter 3:18.)

Topic Index

What about accusations that the Trinity is a doctrine derived from the 3rd or 4th century?

One weltknown organization that teaches this misconception is the Watchtower Organization,
commonly referred to as the Jehovah Witnesses. It is easy to show thatttireecknown as the
Trinity was not derived from the 3rd or 4th century. To do this we will simply quote someone
who lived before that time period.

Tertullian was a Christian theologian who lived 185 AD. The following quote by him can be
found in Roberts, Alexander and Donaldson, Jamege Nicene Fathers: Volume lll, Tertullian
Against Praxeashapter 25 (all underline and bold emphasis mine):

" Wh at foll ows Philipbs question, and the Lor
Gospel, cotinues to furnish us with statements of the same kind, distinguishing the Father and

the Son, with the properties of each. Then there iPHraclete or Comfortealso, which He

promises to pray for to the Father, and to send from heaven after He badegkto the Father.
Heiscalledh anot her iteedfbud inwhatrwdy, He is another we have already shown,

6He shall receive of mined, says Chidhusthe, | ust
connection of the Father in the Son, andf the Son in the Paraclete, produces three

coherent Persons, who are yet distinct One from Another. These Three are one essenog,

one Person, as it i's said, ol and my Father

singularity of number>* (Vo!- 3 PDF pg. 11331134)
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The following definition of'Paraclete” is by Webster's Collegiate Dictionary10th Editigsee
Bibliography):

Par.a.clete n [ME Paraclyte, frLL Paracletus, Paraclitus, frGk Parakletos, lit., advocate,
intercessor, fr. parakalein to invoke, fr. parakalein to calt-more at low] (15¢)holy spirit**3

Tertullian here is referring to John 1418 where Jesus said He would ask of the Father and He
would send the Holy Spirit, also referred to
the Bible. We see in this text that Tertullian referred taRtaclete as the Holy Spirit. Notice he

stated that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were three persons that were distinct from one
another. He further stated that these three persons were one in essence. Tertullian just defined the
Trinity; and renember, he lived 15320 AD.

Compare what Tertullian said to the following frddelson's lllustrated Bible Dictionary

ATRI NI TY: The coexistence of the Father, t he
Godheaddivine nature or essence)The dodrine of the trinity means that within the being and
activity of theone Godthere arghree distinctpersons Fat her, Son< and Hol y

We can go back even earlier than this. Ignatius was a disciple of the Apostle John who wrote the
Gospel of Joh; 1,2, and 3 John; and the book of Revelation in the New Testament. Ignatius had
the distinct advantage that he could actually ask John questions, to clarify what he meant in his
writings. We find that Ignatius also taught the Trinity (and the Apostle Jolsomaly taught
Ignatius).

From AnteNicene Fathers: Volume I, The Epistle of Ignatius to the Philippi@hgpter 16
AReason for Writing the Epistledo(see Bibliogr
(all underline emphasis mine):

T A BING mindful of your love ad of your zeal in Christ, which ye have manifested
towards us, we thought it fitting to write to you, who display such a godly and spiritual
|l ove to the brethren, to put you in remem
speak the same thing, beinfjone mind, thinking the same thing, and walking by the
same rule of f ait h, Forifthere iPonaiGod & thenumiverses, the d y o
Father of Chri st , 606 aefndewhloomr da rJee saulsl Cthhrii nsgts,
whom are all thing$;and alsoone Holy Spirif who wrought in Moses, and in the
prophets and apostles; and also one baptism, which is administered that we should have
fellowship with the death of the Lord; and also one elect Church; there ought likewise to
be but one faith imespect to Christ. Fai t h e r e i, sne faitih,eonelbaptisth; one
God and Father of al |, who is through all,

38



Table of Contentspg 1, 2, 3, 4

Chapterlld inUni ty of the Three Divine Personso:

" AThere is then one God a @Qneé whe ast amdhare is n@ n d

n
other besides Him, the only true [God] For o6t he Lord thy God, 6
onelad d. 6 AndHaa daino,t oneHaGwae wea eradte daluls ?one
there is alsmne Son, God the Word For ®Hetlget oehy Son, 6 saith

a

Owho is in the bosom of the Father. 6 And
pl ace, O6What is His name, or what His Sonbd
one Paracl ete. For O6there is also,d saith
called in one hope of our calliagwbdbt Andhatg
foll ows. And it i s mani fest that al | t hese
it he

the seilsame Spirit. 6 There are not t hen e
Paracletes, bubne Father, and one Son, and one Paracléte Wbre also the Lord,

when He sent forth the apostles to make disciples of all nations, commanded them to
Obaptize in the name of the Father, and
[person] having three names, nor into three [persons] whaneeaacarnate, but into
three possessed of equal honoft (Vo 1 PPF pd- 98)

Some cults, such as the Mormons, will take verses out of context to try and show there is more
than one God. Jehovah Witnesses and others will also try to argue againsgtitieNat only is
the Trinity a Biblical doctrine, it is the historical teaching of the church

Topic Index Mormonism Index Jehovah Witness Index

NO OTHER GODS
Mormons try to use the Bible to support the belief in more than one God, as well as the idea that

man can become a God.

Mor mons teach that there are t hadéatwsalbtler at e
Trinity. Therefore | included this section as well to show there are no other Gods. This section
will focus on some text Mormons use as proof text to show there are other gods as well as the
Christian response against this false teaghin

Genesis 3:5

1 "For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be openedcandgill be
like God knowing good and evil."

The speaker here is Satan; this is what he said to Eve, when he was tempting her to eat what God
had alreadyexpressly forbidden. The following verse shows what Jesus said about Satan, and

should explain why I do not consi der Satanbs

doctrine.
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John 8:44

1 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, bebauseés no truth in
him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the
father of lies 0

1 Corinthians 8:56

1 A 1Now concerning things sacrificed to idolswe know that we all have knowledge.
Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies. 2) If ey supposes that he knows
anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know; 3) but if anyone loves God, he is
known by Him. 4) Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know
that there is no such thing as an idol in the world), #atthere is no God but one 5)

For even if there arso-called godswhether in heaven or on earths indeed there are
many gods and many lords) yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are
all things, and we exist for Him; and one Hdpdesus Christ, by whom are all things, and
we exi st through Him. o

Most Mormons | have talked to start reading this text right in the middle of verse 5. The context
of this entire chapter concerns eating food that has been sacrificed to idols, as gee tan
verse 1 here. In verse 4, Paul said there is no God but one. Then he goes on to talk about the

idol s, and -ccaalllesd tghoedns 0fso n verse 5, because
gods. When Paul said there are many gods and many lords stk talking about the idols.

There indeed were many idols that people cons
idol s, which amounts to nothing. There are me

word. Paul says for us, there istlame God, the Father, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, because the
Christian is not supposed to have anything to do with idols.

Satan is also called fAigod of this worldo in 2
not have any of God's attriles. He cannot create, nor does he possess the knowledge or power
that God does. Satandés title in this respect

worshipped as God by some, but he is a false godwilh@nd in the lake of fire (Revelian
20:10).
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DOES JOHN 10 SHOW THAT THERE ARE OTHER GODS?

John 10:298B9

T A 29) OMy Father, w Is greateratisan ajl;iamdeno oné is abie tot 0 M«
snatch them out of the Fatherds hand. 30)
stones again to stone Hi m. 32) Jesus answe
from the Father; for which of them arewo st oni ng Me?06 33) The Jc¢
6For a good work we do not stone You, but
ma n , make Yourself out to be God. 6 34) Jes

y our Isaidyyou dre gods? I8 falled them gods, to whom the word of God

came (and the Scripture cannot be brok@&é) do you say of Him, whom the Father
sanctified and sent into the worl d, AYou a
of Godo? 37) | f I dFathen dotnot detievet Mee38)wwt if kde o f |
them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and
understand that the Father is in Me, and I
again to seize Him, and He eluded their graso

This text shows that Jesus c¢claimed to be God
Verse 33 shows that this is how his enemies also interpreted His statement. Jesus then used
Psalm 82:6 for his own defense. Letds | ook at

Psalm 82:18 (NAS)

~

A 1) God takes His stand in His own congregat
long will you judge unjustly, and show partiality to the wicked? Selah. 3) Vindicate the weak

and fatherless; do justice to thdliafed anddestitute. 4) Recuthe weak and needy; deliver

them out of the hand of the wicked. 5) They do not know nor do they understand; they walk
about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. & a i d , 0OYou are t
all of you are theans of the Most High7) Nevertheless you will die like meand fall like any

one of the princes. o6 8) Arise, O God, judge
nations. 0
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Il n the text that Jesus quoted fr om, we see t
wer e, I n fact, unj ust judges. T h eof authotity as o f  fi¢
judges. See that in verse 1, God judges in the midst of the rulers. Who are these rulers? They are
the ones who are judging unjustly (verse 2). They are then exhorted to act, as they should in their
positions of authority (verses3. These judgesare reminded hat t hey are call ec
they are sons of the Most High. We see in verse 7 that in spite of this position, they will die like

men. Does this text sound like it is speaking of actual Gods, or judges? Not only does the

contexts peak of actwual judges, but also the Hebre
transl ated as fijudg®so in Exodus 21:6 and 22:
The word Ajudgesodo below is the same Hebrew wo

verify this using the &ick oftheSt r ongo6s Concor dance

Exodus 22:8

1 "If the thief is not caught, then the owner of the house shall appear befgueldls to
determine whether he | aid his hands on his

Following are two different definitions of this Helrevord.
Strongos

T A430 ' eotheemi);y m ( el
plural of 433; gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the plural thus,
especially with the article) of the supreme God; occasioagiyied by way of deference
to magistratesand sometimes as a superlative:
KJV-- angels, X exceeding, God (goddess-l y), X (very) great, ju

BrownDriver-Br i ggs 0

T A430 el ohiym
1. (plural)(a) rulers, judgeéb) divine ones (c) angels (d) gods
2. (plural intensivessingular meaning) (a) God, a god, a goddess ( bJigeane
(c) works or speci al possessions of God (d

Thus, the context of the 82Psalm is not only speaking of unjust judges, but the Hebrew word
issometnes transl ated as fijudgeso. These are mer €
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Now back to our original text in John 10. Jesus otgiln t o be God by saying,
are oneo in verse 30. Even Hi s enemies wunder
they were going to stone Jesus because He, being a man, made Himself out to be God. Jesus
then used the 82Psalm in His ow defense. Jesus using this passage reminded His opponents

that even mere men who were judges have been called gods in Scripture Certainly then; He who
really was God had a right to the title. Jesus said they did not believe that He and the Father
were one(i.e. God) by His own words. So He challenged them to consider the works that He

di d, in order that they might know that it he
understood this again as a claim to be God; that is why they tried to seizedfisa 39).

While theBook of Mormons not the word of God, still | find it interesting that according to it,
there are no other Gods.

Alma 11:21-29
T A 21) And this Zeezrom began to question

guestions which | shall ask you? Now Zeezrom was a man who was expert in the devices
of the devil, that he might destroy that which was good; therefore, he said unto Amulek:
Will ye answer the questions which | shall put unto you? 22) And Amulek said unto him:
Yea, if it be according to the Spirit of
which is contrary to the Spirit of the Lardnd Zeezrom said unto him: Beholigre are
six onties of silver, and all these | will give thee if thou will deny the existence of a
Supreme Being. 23) Now Amulek said: O thou child of hell, why tempt ye me? Knowest
thou that the righteous yieldeth to no such temptations? 24) Beligwoesthat there is
no God? | say unto you, Nay, thou knowest that there is a God, but thou lovest that lucre
more than him. 25) And now thou has lied before God unto me. Thou sadist uiito me
Behold these six onties, which are of great worth, | will givio wheei when thou hadst
it in thy heart to retain them from me; and it was only thy desire that | should deny the
true and living God, that thou mightiest have cause to destroy me. And now behold, for
this great evil thou shalt have thy reward. 26) Areztom said unto him: Thou sayest
there is a true and living God? 27) And Amulek said: Yea, there is a true and living God.
28) Now Zeezrom said: Is there more than one &f)And he answered, Noo
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HOW IS IT THAT GOD IS NOT AWARE OF ANY OTHER GODS, IF IN FACT THEY
EXIST?
Isaiah 44:8

T A" Do not tremble and do not be afraid;
declared it? And you are My witnessés.there any God besides @ is there any
other Rock? know of none"

How can one become a " Go dibthere was nda Goeé forined Defose.
Him and there will never be a God formed after Him?

Isaiah 43:10

T A 6You are My witnessesd," declares the

in order that you may know and believe me, and understand that | aBefdee me
there was no God formed, and there will be none after éné

Deuteronomy 4:35

1 "To you it was shown that you might know that the LORI®2,is God; there is no other
besides Him 0

Deuteronomy 4:39

1 "Know therefore today, and take it to your heargttthe LORD,He is God in heaven
above and on the earth below; there is no other

Deuteronomy 32:39

T ASee now t hatthete,s nd godbesidesgrieis lawhal put to death and
give life. | have wounded, and it is | who heal; and there is eowdro can deliver from
My hand. o

1 Samuel 2:2

1 "There is no one holy like the LORD, indeg¢klere is no one besides Thee, nor is there
any rock like our God 0

2 Samuel 22:32

1 "For who is God, besides the LORD? And who is a rock, besides o@r &od
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Isaiah 44:6

1 "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of Homts: °
the first and | am the lasind there is no God besides.m@& 0

Isaiah 45:56

1 "l .am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is nolGatl gird you,
though you have not known me; That men may know from the rising to the setting of the
sun thathere is no one besides nh@m the LORD, and there is no other

Isaiah 45:14

T AThus says the LORD, 6The products of Egy
Sabeans, men of stature, will come over to you and will be yours; they will walk behind
you, they will come over in chainsna will bow down to you; they will make
supplication to you: Surely, God is with you, ghdre is none else, no other Gbd

Isaiah 45:21

1 "Declare and set forth your case; indeed, let them consult together. Who has announced
this from of old? Who has lorgince declared it? Is it not |, the LORD? Atigre is no
other God besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none exce&pt me

Isaiah 46:9

1 "Remember the former things long pédst, | am God, and there is no othéam God,
and there is no orfike me, 0

Psalm 18:31

M1 AFor who is God, but the LORD? And who is a rock, except our God

Nehemiah 9:6

1 "Thou alone art the LORDIhou hast made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all
their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and alktirathem. Thou dost give
l'ife to all of them and the heavenly host

James 2:19

T A"nThou b e | thezevie ané Gqtitoa toest well: the devils also believe, and
tremble. o0 (KJV)
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Psalm 96:5

9 fFor all the gods of the peoples areidols b u t the LORD made the he

The Mormon AFirst Article of Fait hySpiGithrel i evi n
three separate Gods) falls apart if there is only one God!

The Bible is very clear that there is only on

As far as the Jehovah Witness this also shows that their idea of Jesus being a mighty god while
Jehovah is the onl&ximighty God is false. All other gods are false gods and not really god at all.

Mormonism Index Jehovah Withess Index

Topic Index
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Christians talk about being saved. What does it mean to be saved? Saved from whag@db all
people go to heaven? What is Grace VS Works? This Bible study on Salvation is to answer these
guestions.

You can VWhlaitc kd coens fii t nmestart redding abtliee b&yimning aff this topic
or use the topiendex to pmp to the part that interest you most.

Topic Index
Overview of content in this section is as follows:

What does it mean to be save@®. 48)
Grace VS Works(pg. 52)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TOBE SAVED?
Simplicity of the gospe(pg. 48)

Definition of saved & salvation(pg. 48)
Saved from wrath(pg, 48)

A loving God yet a God of Justicépg. 49)
Will all good people go to heaven(@®g. 49)
God is the standard of googpg. 50)

The rest of the gospel messagmsy. 50)

Born Again (pg. 51)
Defining Repentancepg. 51)

GRACE VERSES WORKSpg. 52) Mormonism Index Jehovah Witness Index
Grace defined (pg. 52)

Worksdefined (pg. 53)

Explaining the issue of being saved by grace al¢me 53)

Salvation is a gift(pg. 53)

There are those that try to abuse grdpg. 54)

Doers ofthe word (pg. 55)

Those that quote James and say we are saved by Wiogks6)

Some have said we are saved by faith to beqgin with when we first accept the Lord. Then after
this point we are justified by o@ctions. (pg. 57)

Work out your own salvationpg. 57)
Other related scripturépg. 57)
The early church taught salvation by gragsey. 57)
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SAVED?

Acts 163631t he jailer said, 6Sirs, what must | do
Lord Jesus, andyoushallbeaved, you and your household. 60

When the jailer asked Paul and Silas what he had to do to be saved, the answer was short and
sweet. All the jailer and his household had to do was believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. This
passage in the book of Acts tells they did explain more to him and his household. The text

also tells us the jailer and his household did believe. Although | will dig into this a little deeper,
want you to recognize the simplicity of the Gospelou do not have to be a theologian totgo

heaven. You only need Jesus Chustts 4:12: "And there is salvation in no one else; for there

is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved."

| believe a good place to start this discussion is to see what theor ds fAsavedo
Asal vationd actually mean.

Topic Index

Webster's Collegiate Dictionary 10th Editi@fi underline, bold, and italic emphasis in this
chapter mine):

A S a v e:doldeliveafrom sinb: to rescue or deliver frodangeror harmc: to preserve or
quard frominjury, destruction or loss **

iSal viaadelni verance from th® power and effects

i Sal vDRetiverance:from the power of sin: redemptifi:>

Nel sonds || | ust (ahundedine Bmpbdsiemiri2): ct i onary

Aln the Old Testament, the word salvation s
<Jeremiah 15:20>, deliverance of the weak from an oppressor <Psalm-:1859the healing

of sickness <lsaiah 38:20>, and deliverancenfrdlood guilt and its consequences <Psalm.

51:14>. It may also refer to national deliverance from military threat <Exodus 14:13> or
release from captivity <Psalm 14:7But salvation finds its deepest meaning in the spiritual

realm of life Man's universaheed for salvation is one of the clearest teachings of the.Bifle

Topic Index

The terms fAsavedo and fAsalvationodo means that
guestion would beescuedanddeliveredfrom what?When we turn to Christ we are saved

from receiving God's wrath. (In the following references, all underline emphasis in Scriptural

text is mine.)
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Romans 5:8: "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for usMuch more then, having now begrstified by His bloodwe shall be saved
from the wrath of God through Himo

John 3:36: "He who believes in the Son has eternal lifehéwrho does not obey the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.

1Thessalonians 1:9 O : AFor they themselves report about
with you, and ha you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for

His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, th#¢sss, who delivers usfrom the

wrath to comed

Topic Index

God is a loving God, but he is also &od of justice. Because He is Holy by nature He hates

sin. His justice demands that His wrath is poured out on sin. The Bible tells us "the wages of sin
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23).We are
alsotold that"there is no forgiveness of sin without the shedding of Bl@ddbrews 9:22). The

good news is the only man that was good enough to pay the price of our sins was Jesus, and He
did this for us on the cross (Colossians 2143. All we have to dois accept Jesus and His
payment for our sins;it is as simple as that. The Lord allows us to have our free will, He will

not force Himself on us, yet He loves us so much that He suffered terribly and died on our
behalf. Considering what He did for usjtisoo much to ask for us to just accept Him?

Topic Index

It is a common belief in the world today that good people will go to heaveRertainly they

do not deserve to go to Hell, d o sttchsayaboutL et 0 s
this.

1 Isaiah 64:6'For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the
wind, take us awayAll of our righteous deedsare k e fa f il thy gar men
that even the good things that we do are like a stained garment or rag before the Lord.
This certainly does not sound good, does it?

1 Psalm 39:5verily every man ahis best state is altogether vanitgkJV) Now, you may
be thinking that this must be describing mankiné aghole but what about the few who
really are good? Consider what Jesus said in the next passage.
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oned Hi m,

1 Luke 18:1819" And a certain ruler quest:
6 AndNoleessus s ali

do to inherit eternal i fe?
good except God alon& 0

The problem is that we say that a person is good because we compare them to other
people. Compared to other people there are some really good people. However, the Bible
does not use man as the standard for good. The Bible udess@ue standard of good.

Jesus said, "only God is good" (Luke 18:19).

Since God is the standard of good in the Bible&sompared to Him we are all extremely bad. It

is a little easier for us to accept that we are not good when we realize man is remdhedstSo

you might say, "Okay, compared to God | am not good, but compared to other people | am a
good person. Certainly | do not deserve to be thrown into Hell just because | am not as good as
God himself." What does Jesus say?

Matthew 5:2022:"For | say to you, thatinless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of he&wenhave heard that the ancients were
told, "You shall not commit murder' and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable ¢oufte

But | say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and
whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme couwvhcawer

shall say, 'You fool," shall be guilty enough to gtoithe fiery helld

The scribes and Pharisees were very religious. Many were considered "good people”, yet, Jesus
said that you had to surpass even that. Even by calling someone else a fool you become guilty
enough to be cast into Hell. How many peadeyou know who never even called somebody a
fool? In Matthew 5:28, we are told that if a man even looks at a woman with lust in his heart, he
is guilty. Not only would you have to have a perfect life as far as your actions, but you would
also need to beype in all of your thoughts, for your entire life. Any person who does not
measure up to this standard is in danger of being cast into Hell.

The Bible tells usthatnomans t hat g o o dfor allfhavensimmed argl faR short offi

the glory of God . I John 1: 8: Anlf we say that we have
truth is not in us.o

Topic Index

Without the rest of the Gospel message, this paints a very unpleasant picture for all of

mankind. The questions every person has to answer fard/i | | you accept Je
payment for your sins?0 Or,d Wildl you, i nste
destination as the devil and his anogiyltw?0 Whe

choices. Jesus said, "He who is not with Me is against Me" (Matthew 12:30).
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Before aperson accepts Jesus as Lbalis spiritually dead. The Apostle Paul writing to the
Christians in Ephesus said they were dead in their trespasses and sins and were by nature
children of wrath before they accepted Jesus as their Lord (EphedieBjs Zesus, when talking

to Nicodemus, sajd'unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.John

3:3-10). The person who was spiritually dead becomes spiritually born. This is what it means to
be born again. You were first born physicadlyd when you receive this spiritual birth, you are

born again.

Topic Index

By turning to the Lord you are also turning away from sin. Jesus preached ahdegzdt, for

the kingdom of heaven is at han@Matthew 4:17). Peteincluded repentance in the wiping
away of sin. Acts 3:120 says:But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth
of all the prophets, that His Christ should suffer, He has thus fulfilled. Repent therefore and
return, that your sins may be wipaevay, in order that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you."

Let's look at what it means to repent.
Websterds Col |l egi at(alurderliogemphass mipe):1 0t h Edi ti on

A R e p e toturn frdm sin and dedicate oneself to the amendment of one's life
2: a: to feel regret or contrition bto change one's mindd?

Nel sonds Il lustrated Bible Dictionary:

i Re p an tAaturning away from sin, disobedience, or rebellion amndurning back to
GokMatthew 9:13; Luke 5:32>. In a more general sense, repentance means a change of mind
<Genesis 6:67> or a feeling of remorse or regret for past conduct <Matthew 27:3>. True
repentance is a 6godl y s ooundoandgoifigarr thesopposjte an a
direcéizon. This type of repentance leads to a fundamental change in a person's relationship to
God™“. o
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We can see, to repent means more than just feeling bad about something. True repentance
involves a change of direction in one's life. To really turn to the Lord you must also turn away
from that which He hates, sin. We have sea we are all sinners and it is the sinners that Jesus
came to save (Matthew 9:11B). We are all spiritually dead until we are convicted wf sin,

repent, and turn to the Lord. Once we do this we receive a spiritual birth and are born again. This
does ot mean all of your troubles will go away; in fact, we are promised we will have troubles,
but Jesus will be with us through them (John.16:33, Matthew 28:20). This also does not mean
that you will become sinless the Apostle Paul himself struggled withgtfRomans 7:24). But

we are to coihweevwalk in the light as HesHimsefi is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us fromlalvsisay

that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselaad the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins,

He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If
we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us

(1 John 1:710).

Once we are born again it does mean we will change. 2 Corinthians 5:17ifsagg,man is in
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things havé\t®rded
seeinlJ o h n N® on@ who i born of God practices sin, hessaHis seed abides in him; and
he cannot sin, because he is born of God. o

This change that takes place in a true Christian will continue through their whole life. Philippians

16AFor | am confident of this veroywilpkriestig, t ha
until the day of Christ Jesus. 0

Topic Index

GRACE VS WORKS

Some people say we are saved by grace, while others say we are saved by works. For some we
need to first define what this means. First of all, let'sldokat he di cti onarydés de
words.

Websterods Coll egiate Dictionary, 10th Edition
chapter mine):

Grace:fi ( &: unmerited divine assistance given man for his regeneration or sanctificetion.

Nel sonds Il lustrated Bible Dictionary):

Grace:fiFavor or kindness shown without regard to the worth or merit of the one who receives it

and in spite of what that same person deser@eace is one of the key attributes of God. The
Lord God i and @rawieus,c lonfpuffering, and abounding in goodness and
trut hd<Exodus 34:6>. Therefore, race I S al
compassion, and patience as the source of help and with deliverance from ditress.

52



Table of Contentspg 1, 2, 3, 4

Topic Index

Websterodos Coll egiate Dictionary, 10th Edition

Work:A( 8) pl: performance of mor” or religious
Works:A (1) in process of prepar®®tion, devel opmen
Nel sonds Il lustrated Bible Dictionary:

A Wo r Acts or deedsGod's works are praised often in the BookPsélms <Psalm 33:4; 92:5;
104:24> and Christ's works are thoroughly discussed in the Gospel of John <John38325
Man's works are either good or bad, and these two categories are often mentioned together
<Romans 13:3,12; Hebrews 6:1, 10>. Christians aaeght to display good works <Matthew
5:16; Rév. 3:8>.0

Topic Index

To say a person is saved by grace means thido one by his own merits or good deeds will

ever earn or gain eternal life. In other words, no matter how gqmefs®on you are you will

never make it to heaven on that basi s. Rat he
payment for our sins on the cross. To say that a person is saved by works means that if you live a
good clean moral life you will go to heavemen you die. This is basically saying that by trying

to be obedient to God's laws you have earned the right to be in heaven. Scripture clearly shows
that we are saved by gratteough faithalone. There are verses that some have stumbled over
believing thg show we are saved by our works, or good deeds. Therefore it is important that we
consider these verses as wEltst we will show some scripture showing that our salvation is not

by works.

T Romans 3: 28: i F o man vs gustified byrfaitmparnfronh Wwoaks of #he
Law."

M1 John 6:28 9 : inTh
wor ks of Go
believe in

y said therefore to Him, 6 Wh a
?06 Jesus ahbsiweries Bhd warirk oD
m whom He has sent. 60

e
d
Hi

1 Ephesians 2:80: "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselvesit is thegift of God;not as a result of workshat no one should boast. For we
are His workmanshipgreated in Christ Jesus for good wgrkehich God prepared
beforehand, that we ehld walk in them."
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Paul says salvation is a gift of GodWhen you work for something you receive what is owed to
you. Webster's Dictionarylefines a gift as, "something voluntarily transferred from one person

to another without compensation”. We receive salvation as a gift from God. There is no way that
we cancompensate for it! Our righteous acts are like a filthy rag unto the Lord (Isaiah 64:6);by
the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight (Romans 3:20); and all of us have
sinned and fall short of His glory (Romans.3:23). Considering thig,dam we possibly be good
enough? We can't! That is why Jesus died on the cross for us. We must accept His payment for
our sins to be saved. We cannot earn our way to heaven by being "good".

Titus 3:5: 'He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we #amein righteousness, but
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit."

Topic Index

There are those who try to abuse graceSome people think they can say a prayer accepting
Jesus as Lora@nd then live however they want. The idea is like buying fire insurance; once
youbve got it, then it might be okay to play
able to judge the thoughts and intents of our hébigbrews 4:12). We are not saved by saying
certain words in the form of a prayér we are saved by faith. IWVebster's one of the
definitions of faith is" belief and trust in and loyalty to Gdtf® Those who say they believe in

God and claim they said @ayer accepting Jesus as Lord should show some changes in their
lives. The Bible tells us even the demons believe there is one God (James 2:19). The demons
believe, but they do not trust in, nor are they loyal to, God. Unfortunately this also describes
many people claiming to be Christians. Granted becoming a Christian does not mean you
become perfect, but it does mean there is a change in your life (2 Corinthians 5:17). A Christian
does not beome sinless here in this lif¢ John 1:810). Changes that kas place in genuine
Christians will continue on for their entire lives (Philippians 1:6; see also | Jos) Rldtthew

7:21-23, Revelation 3:186, and Luke 6:4416).
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There were those in the time of the New Testament who also tried to take the atatjiost
describedIt was this very issue that James addressed:

1 Jamesl1:22-2:26: (Chapter 1) (22)fiBut prove yourselves doers of the word, and not
merely hearers who delude themsel(@®).For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not
a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a m{@dyfor once he has
looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he
was.(25) But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by
it, not having become a forgetfulhearer but an effectual doer, this man shidkbedbin
what he does(26)lif anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his
tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is wortlig3his is pure and
undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit @nghand widows in their
distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the wGHdpter 2)(1) "My brethren,do not
hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christith an attitude of personal
favoritism (2) For if a man comes into your assembly with a goid and dressed in fine
clothes(3) and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, and you pay special
attention to the one who is wearing the f
place, 8 and you say t o t,lresitdowndy myrfoatstqgd, 6 Y o u
(4) have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil
motives?5) Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love(B)Bat
you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag
you into court?7) Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been
called?8) I f , however, you are fulfilling the r ¢
shall | ove your nei ghbor(9 Busifyguosshow paetiblity, 6 y o u
you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgré$8pfor whoever
keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become quilty1d &lbr
He who said, 6Do not commit adul temwou, 6 al s
do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the
law.(12) So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of(liB¢FRgr
judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over
judgment(14)What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no
works? Can that faith save hifdB) If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need
of daily food(16)and one of you says to theim,| &d500 i
and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use i€Lihatzn
so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by it§¢§)But s omeone may wel |
have faith, and | have workshow me your faith without the workand | will show you
my faith b(¥9)Youyeliove that God & one. You do well; the demons also
believe, and shudd¢20) But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith
without works is uselesg?1) Was notAbraham our father justified by works, when
he offered up Isaac his son on the alt@?)You see that faith was working with his
works, andas a result of the works, faith was perfeq@8)and the Scripture was
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ful fill ed AandhAbmham belieyesl Goddand it was reckoned to him as
ri ght e candshewas salled the friend of G@dl)You see that a man is justified

by works, and not by faith alone(25) And in the same way wast Rahab the harlot

also justified by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by another
wayq26)For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works

i s dead. o
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People who say we are saved by works will generally focus on the part of this passage that is in
bold lettering in verses 2:2P6. Take another look at 1:22; James declares that those who do
not | ive their faith are deceiving themsel ves
example. James says if they do not control what they say their religionriklese. Jesus

hi mself said that a personbés words show what
James 1:27, James defines true religion as one that has action taking care of those in need and
living a godly life. In 2:1 he is dealing with attdes which are another matter of the héaijust

as Jesus said fAfor the mouth speaks out of t|
actions also show that which fills our hearts. The point James is making is this: if you have
genuine faiththen your heart is right with the Lord and it should show in your life. Those who

think they are saved by works should take a good look al@:@ccording to James, one sin

makes you guilty of all. Considering that the wages of sin is death (Romandtés2f@aints a

grim picture.

In 2:14, James asks a very important question: "Wkatis it, my brethren, if a man says he has

faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save hif?é answer to this question is no! As

James goes on to show, faith witlhavorks is dead. In other words, if you have genuine faith

you produce fruit. The illustration James used shows that Abraham had a genuine faith. This is
shown in his obedience to do as the Lord said. In 2:23 James says, "AlbelemdGod, and

itwasr eckoned to him as righteousnesso. Hi s ri
resulted in obedience. To say a person is saved by waike puttingthe cart before the horse;

it just doesn't work. SheepThheynw stapafbdbaalaad;
they are sheep. We as Christians do not do good works so that we can be saved. We do good
works because we are saved.

Paul used this same illustration with Abraham to show that we are not saved by works. Romans
4:1-5: "Whatthen shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?
Forif Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not®etbrEor

what does t he SAbraham thelieved Geda gnél it Wwad nedkonedhim as
righteousness6 Now to the one who wor ks, his wage I
due. But tahe one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
reckoned as righteousness"
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Some have said we are savmdfaith to begin with when we first accept the Lord. Then after
this point we are justified by our actions. This is irrational thinking. The Bible tells us that Christ
died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15:3) and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses ait $iom

(1.John 1:7) Now | ask you how many sins had you committed when Christ died for them 2,000
years ago? None of them, right? They were all in the future. Which sins does the blood of Christ
cover? The Bible sayALL sin. Since all of our sins werngaid for on the cross before we were
born, how could we now after accepting the Lord be justified for our works?

Paul also addressed this issue. Galatians-2:2(020)"| have been crucified with Christ; and it

is no longer | who live, but Christ lives me; and the {life} which | now live in the flesh | live

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up fq2ajd.do not nullify

the grace of God; for if righteousness {comes} through the Law, then Christ died
needlessly(Ch.3vs1)You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus
Christ was publicly portrayed as crucifie(This is the only thing | want to find out from you:

did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with f§8)Rre you so
foolish? Having begun by the Spirict (Seealsee you
Galatians.5:%6.)

Paul here is very clear that we are saved by grace. He even states that if this were not so, then
Christ died for nothing. He consider#ie idea that we are perfected by wofaer receiving

the Lord) foolishness Following is another statement Paul matleat some people
misunderstand, thinking we are saved by works. While reading it keep in mind what he said here
in Galatians chaptersédhd 3.

Topic Index

Consider Philippians 2:12: AiSo then, my bel ov
presence only, but now much more in my absenggk out your salvation with fear and

t r e mb llsiPauycontradictinggimself here? No not at all. In this same letter he $a@who

began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Je@esilippians 1:6); and

"conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gosp&hrist; so that whether | come and see

you or remain absent, | may hear of you that youstaeding firm in one spirit, with one mind

striving together for the faith of the gospel;no way alarmed by your opponedswhich isa

sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and tbatfrom God.For to you it has

been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake"
(Philippians 1:2729).
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There are two ways to view this, and | believe both are correct and applicable to the context.
First of all Paul declared in this letter that the Lord is the one who began this good work. He then
admonished the Philippiane tonduct themselves in a worthy manner, just as we saw James
write in his letter. By Paul saying fAdwor k
Philippians to live in a manner worthy of their salvation. It is important that you recognize and
make his distinction: he said, "work out your salvatiod" Paul did not say "workor your

salvation”. Perhaps this illustration will make this concept easier to understand: You have a

body, and when you exercise youworkingautyyqur i t
body. When you are already saved and you continue to live in a manner worthy of the Lord, you
areworking outyour salvation. You are naetorking foryour salvation.

The second viewpoint is that since salvation also means deliverancew®&auklling the
Philippians through Christ to work through their hardships. When the Philippian church stood
firm in one spirit, it was a sign of destruction to their opponents. It was also a sign that they were
saved. This is the same thing James wasgaiyi his letterd works were the sign that they
were saved. It was important that they stood firm even in hard times. As Paul said, they were
figranted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for Hi& sake

Topic Index

We are saved by faith, not works. But good works should be very important to the true believer.
Remember what Jesus said: "Why do you call
6:46).

Here are some related scriptural referenceshat show we are saved by grace, not works:
Genesis 15:6,Matthew 19: 28, Luke 7:4950, Luke8:1115, Acts 15:811, Acts 16:3681,
Romans 3:128, Romans 4%, Romans 8:8, Romans 10:9, Romans 10:13, and Romans 11:6.

Topic Index
Writings from church leaders in the first couple of centuriesare not Scripture. They are,

however, helpful in determining if the Church has changed any major doctrine or the
interpretation of Scripturd he following quotes can be foundTime AnteNiceneFathers
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Vol. 1Polycarp, ¢.69.155, bishop of Smyrna

The Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippigr@hapterd and 240" * PPF pg- 24)

T Oour Lord Jesus Christ, who for our sins s
raised froth the dead, having | oosed the b
Him not, ye believe, and believing, rejoice with joy peakable and full of glory; into

which joy many desiretoenter knowi ng that o&éby grace ye a
by the wildl of God through Jesus Christ. o
Lordinfeab and t h, a s entthe ganeempiyhtalk ahdaewoe of theo r s a k

|l ieved in Him who raised

h
O0be
6 and a throne at His right

t
mul titude, a
gave Him glo

are sidbject.
Vol. 1,Clement |, dAD 101, called Clement of Rome; the bishop of Rome, ¢.92 to 101

The 1st Epistle of Clement to the Corinthia@sapter XXX |1; (o 1 PPF pg-9)

1 And we, toq being called by His will in Christ Jesume not justified by ourselves, nor
by our ownwisdom, or understanding, or godliness, or wavksch we have wrought in
holiness of heartyut by that faiththrough which, from the beginning, Almighty God has
justified all men; to whom be gloryferv er and éver. Amen. o

Vol. 8, The £ Epistle of he Blessed Clement, the disciple of PeBrapter 11" 8 PDF Pg.125)
T For not by eloquence or renown, by station and descent, or by beauty or strength, or by
length of life, is th&kingdom of heavewbtained; but its obtained by the power fdith,
when a man exhibits the works of faith. Rghosoever is truly righteous, his works
testify concerning his faith, that he is truly a belieweth a faith which is great, a faith
which is perfect, a faith which is in God, a faith which shines indgaorks, that the
Fat her of all may b®% glorified through Chr

Clement of Alexandria c. 180215, Greek Theologian
Vol. 2, The Stromata, or Miscellanies, BookGhapter V1:(°" 1 PDF o279
T And now we must look also at this, that if ever those who know not how to do well, live
well; for they have lighted on wetloing. Some, too, have aimed well at the word of truth
through understandingd B u t Abraham was not jugsgtitied |
therefore oho advantage to them after the end of life, even if they do good works now, if
they have not faithWherefore also the Scriptures were translated into the language of the
Greeks, in order that they might never be able to allege thesxe of i §norance.
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The resurrection of Jesus is the central teaching @hristianity. This is not based upon blind

faith. There is historical evidence for the resurrection that shows Jesus raised himself from the
dead. Can you imagine the impact it would have on your life if you seen someone murdered and
later talked and ateith that person after they rose from the dead?

You can click orDid Jesus rise from the dea@l@ start reading at the begingi of this topic or
use the topiendex to jump to the part that interest you most.

Topic Index
Overview ofcontent in this section is as follows:

DID JESUS RISE FROM THE DEAD? (pg. 62)

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RESURRECTION & ITS DOCTRINE _ (pg. 62)

If Jesus did not rise from the dead the Old Testamemhecy would not be fulfilled(pg.62)
If Jesus did not rise from the dead we would have no forgiveness of oul[girg3)

If Jesus did not rise from the dead he would be a false prajphe63)

Jehovah Witnesses deny that Jesus rose bodily from the ¢ugve3)
Jesus did not appear "only in the presence of his discijes'64)
The Bible teaches that Jesus rose from the dead in thepbasieal body in which he die(b4)

HISTORICAL EXTRA -BIBLICAL EVIDENCE _ (pg. 66)
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia says
The evidence for the historical existence of Jesus is goful" 66)

Evidence from the Roman historian Tacit(jsy. 66)
Evidence from Jewish historian Flavius Joseplps. 67)
Evidence from Justin Marty(pg. 68)

The testimony of Phlegatoncerning the darknesgpg. 68)
Evidence from Ignatiugpg. 69)

Evidence from Polycarfgpg. 70)

Knowable facts of history by Gary Habermgsy. 71)
Applying to acourtroom sceng(pg. 72)
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EYEWITNESSES OF THE RESURRECTION (pg. 72)
People Jesus appeared (ay. 73)

Jesus also appeared to nbelievers (pg. 73)

Jesus appeared to more than 500 pedpte 74)

Died martyrs for their faith(pg. 74)

Contrasted to Mormon beginning®g. 75)

Statements from Peter, John & LuKpg. 76)

CONSIDERING THE FACTS

Known historical facts(pg. 77)

Jesus was indeedoarson in history who died on a cro§sy. 77)

Disbelieved by Muslim, quote from the Koraipg. 77)

Quote from AThe Journal Oofpg. Amer i can Medi cal A
Added details from t gospels(pg. 79)

Precautions taken concerning the grapg. 79)

No motive for the disciples, as well as unbelievers to(tig. 80)

Simon Greenleaf a famous Royall Professor of Laleat/ard University comments on the
testimony of the disciplegpg. 80)

These people claimed to be eyewitnesgas 80)

The Pharisees had political and personal motive to expose the disciples for foairthlay
producing the body of Jesugpg. 81)

The empty tomb(pg. 81)
Change in the day of worshifpg. 81)

THEORIES PEOPLE HAVE USED TO EXPLAIN AWAY THE RESURRECTION

The disciples stole the bodgpg. 83)

The swoon theory(pg. 83)

The disciples had hallucinationgg. 84)

The women went to the wrong tomipg. 84)

Jesus hadreidentical twin (pg. 84)

The theory that fits all 12 known historical facgsg. 85)

How then should we live?pg. 86)
Recommended Readin(pg. 86)
Poem (pg. 87)
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DID JESUS REALLY RISE FROM THE DEAD?

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a central teaching in Christianity today. To the disciples of
Jesus the resurrection was not just a doctrine, but also a reality. Can you imagine seeing someone
you loved and knew well tortured to death in front of ydlien after witnessing his execution,

he appears to you alive several times over a period of forty days. You talk to him, touch him and
even eat with him. This would certainly have a profound effect upon your life! This is the case
concerning Jesus and Hissciples. There are those today who would have us believe that this is
just a myth, and not a reality. Myths take centuries to develop; the Gospel, however, came into
life in the same time and place as those who had both seen and heard Jesus before His
crucifixion. Thefocal point of this sectiowill be to examine the importance of the resurrection,
doctrine concerning it, and some of the historical evidence to see if such a belief has any validity.

Topic Index
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RESURRECTIONAND ITS DOCTRINE

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is important to Christian belief beRugéthout it the Old
Testament prophecy would not be fulfillé2);, Without it we would have no forgiveness of our
sins; an@) If Jesus was not resurrected this would make Him a false prophet.

() If Jesus had not risen from the dead the Old Testament prophecy would not have been
fulfilled. (All underline, bold, and italic emphasis in this chapter mine.)

T Psal m 16: 10ItndtRabandonniysaul toASheokither wilt Thou allow Thy
Holy One t o Belwwersgedhe tLléllmentof this prophecy in the New
Testament:

1 Acts 13:3337: "God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus,
as it isalso written in the second Psalm, 'Thou art My Son; today | have begotten Thee.'
And as for the fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no more to return to Hecay,
has spoken in this way: 'l will give you the holy and sure blessings of David." foteere
He also says in another Psalirhou wilt not allow Thy Holy One to undergo decdsor
David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was
laid among his fathers, and underwent decay;Hmiivhom God raised didoh undergo
decay.(The Apostle Paul is the one speaking in this passage. Peter refers to this Psalm in
the same way Acts 2:237.)
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(2) If Jesus had not risen from the dead we would have no forgiveness of our sins.

T The next thing we read in verse 38 of this
God raised did not undergo decaherefore let it be known to you, brethren, that
through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to yNote the use of the word
"Therefore"; Paul is saying that because Jesus rose from the dead we have forgiveness
of sins!This is also confirmed in the following passage:

1 1 Corinthians 15:147: "if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your
faith also is vain. Moreover we are even found to be false withesses ph&malise we
witnessed against God thateHaised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead
are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raiséd; and
Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sin.

Topic Index

(3) When the Jews asked for a sign Jesus predicted He would rise from the dead. If Jesus
had not risen from the dead He would be a false prophet.

T John2:1& 2: " The Jews t heref oWbatsgndoweshevdo and s
us,seeing that Yodegdws tdreswe rtendi nagsd® d6sai d t ¢
temple, and in three days | will raise it.ud@ The Jews therefore s
sixyears to build this temple, aHedwaswi | | A
speaking of the temple of His badywhen therefore He was raised from the dead, His
disciples remembered that He said this; arey thelieved the Scripture, and the word
which Jesus had spoken. o

Topic Index

There are some groups that deny that Jesus rose bodily from the gravRather they claim it

was a "spiritual resurrection”. One supioup is the Jehovah Witnesses. They are also known as
The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. Following are two quotes from them (all underline
emphasis mine).

Aid to Bible Understandingl971, pg.1395"°F P9 13%9)jesys appeared to his disciples on
different occasiong various fleshly bodiegust as angels had appeared to men at ancient times.
Like those angeldie had the power to construct and disintegrate those fleshly laidiglt for

the purpose of pramg visibly that he had been resurrectéd
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Reasoning from the Scriptur&885, pg.3347°F P9- 333 "At his resurrection from the dead, Jesus
was brought forth with a spirit body."......"Why did not others see him too? Bebausas a
spirit creatureand when, as the angels had done in the pasiaterialized fleshly bodies to
make himself visible he did so only in the presence of his disciples

There are a couple of problems with these statem@)tBirst of all Jesus did not appeamly
in the presence of his disciplédde appeared also to unbelievef8) The Bible teaches that
Jesus ros from the dead in the same physical body in which he died.

Topic Index

1 (1) Jesus did not appeaorily in the presence of his discipfesie appeared also to
unbelievers. Paul was a hostile unbeliever bef@®us appeared to him. This can be
seen in Acts 9:B0. He is called Saul in the context there but we see in Acts 13:9 and
Acts 22:121 that Saul is indeed the same person who is latter known as the Apostle Paul.
This is after the forty day period that Ussappeared to the rest of the disciples.

1 (1a)In John 7:5 we are told that neten the brothers of Jesus belieweddim. James
and Jude were sons of Mary and Joseph and were half brothers of Jesus since they had
the same mother. Later both becomeewars. Although it cannot be shown as to exactly
when they became believers it seems likely that it was after the resurrection. We have no
reference to them being believers until after his resurrection. We see in 1 Corinthians
15:7 that Jesus appeared &ongs after he arose from the dead. As for reference to show
they were the brothers of Jesus, the following verses should be read: Judel:1 and Mark
6: 3. (Note fJud e oSed Greelswoml #2455 fn the Stroingfs)d a s 0

Topic Index
1 (2) The Bible teaches that Jesus rose from the dead in the same physical body in
which He died.John 2:1& 2 : "The Jews therefore answer e
do You show to us, s e e Jesisqanswehed andaMtm thend 0 t h e

06Destroy this temple, ambdei detwvbrebedafer e
forty-si x years to build this templ e,Hewasd wi
speaking of the temple of His bodywhen herefore He was raised from the dead, His
disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture, and the word
which Jesus had spoken. o
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When Jesus made this statement He had a physical body of flesh and bones. This is the temple or
body that He said He would raise in three days. Since Jesus said He would raise this physical
body, reason rad logic tells us it was a physil body, not a spiritual body thatas to be
resurrected. Also we have already seen in Psalm 16:10, Acts32;2nd 13:3438 that this

body would never undergo decay. What is the purpose of preserving the body iftirassad

from the dead and being used? | have had some Jehovah Witnesses tell me that the body did not
decay, but God destroyed it by gases. Of course these Witnesses could offer no Biblical
reference for such a view, but they had to rationalize it in sgayeto support this uBiblical

doctrine. Jesus took great pains to show that it was He Himself Who rose from the dead and not a
spirit. Let us consider the following Scripture. Luke 2443%i Seée My handand My feet that

it is | Myself touch Me and see, fa spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that |

have 6 And when He had said this, He showed the
could not believe it for joy and wegrheretmmar vel
eat?6 And they gave Him a piece of a broiled

Everything Jesus offered them for evidence of his resurrection was of the physical nature. He
spoke to them to them so they could hear and recogngedilie. Jesus showed His wounds
from the crucifixion inviting them to touch Him. In John 20:27 Jesus told Thomas thigut
finger into the wounds imis hands and to put his hand into His side. Jesus purposely asked
them for something to eat and ate fishront of them. Jesus also ate and drank with others (Acts
10:41). Jesus declared that a spirit did not have a body of flesh ansl dmée had. He did
things liketheseon several occasions over a period of forty days (Acts 1:3). They watched Him
bodiy ascend into heaven (Acts 1:9).

Jesus never said anything to them that would indicate these "convincing proofs", as we are told
in Acts 1:3, should be interpreted as a spiritual body. If this was merely one of several fleshly
materialized bodies to makHimself visible as the Watchtower claims, then Jesus purposely
deceived His disciples. The moral implications of this are absolutely contrary to the Jesus we
read of in the Bible.

So you see that the previoMgatchtower statements are not Biblical. TBible teaches that

Jesus Christ arose in the same exact body of flesh and bones in which He had lived and died. It is
this same body in which He ascended into heaven. This is not only what the Bible teaches, it is
also the historical teaching of the church
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HISTORICAL NON -CHRISTIAN SOURCE OF EVIDENCE

Some uninformed people have tried to claim that Jesus never really existed. Others recognize He
was indeed a real person in history but reject anything mentioned that is in nature miraculous.
Modern historians rule out the resurrection because of thdospphical presuppositions, not
because there is a lack of evidence. Because they believe that there is no such thing as a miracle,
they rule out the resurrection on that basis alone. | believe it is wise to let the facts speak for
themselves, even if it @ns we are proven wrong and forced to change our views. As for those
who in their presuppositions claim "miracles do not happen”, the question may be asked, "Where
is the critic of Scripture who can without error explain everything that happens in tke wor
today by a purely rational and naturalistic means?"

We will now examine some historical writings. We will show that certain events in the life and

death of Jesus can be established as history without the use of the Bible. The following is found

in theGrolier Multimedia Encyclopedid i st i ng for AJesus Chri st o:
" AJesus...as he was known to his contempor a

teacher, and a sage in Palestine about AD

myth school of the earlgd" century held that Jesus never lived but was invented as a

peg on which to hang the myth of a dying and rising God. Yet the evidence for the

hi storical e X i st e n eCaristiarf soulcessamag Rosan distariahs, .

TACITUS (Annals 15:4)% records that the Christian movement began with Jesus, who

was sentenced to &eath by Pontius Pilate. o
Topic Index

In the bookThe Historical Jesuby Gary Habermas (pages 1888) we find some informatio
and a quote from Tacitus Annals 15.44 as mentioned al@mreclius Tactius was a Roman
historian. He has been referred to as the "greatest historian” of ancient Rome. He H{2d 55
AD.
T “Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the gudtinflicted the most
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the
populace. Christug@ variant spelling of Christ from Latirffom whom the name had its
origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign okfiils at the hands of one of
our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for
the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of evil, but even in
Rome**
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From the previous sources we can learn that:

1) Jesus lived about 30 AD.

2) Jesus was sentenced to death by the Roman procurator Pontaus Pilat
3) During the reign of Tiberius,

4) His death ended the "superstition" for a short ttme

5) but it broke out again in Judaea where it originated,

6) then it spread to Rome.

Note that the reign of Tiberious was-34 AD. It should also be noted thiesus was crucified at
Jerusalem (Matthew 20:110, Luke 23:67). Jerusalem is in Judéa this is where Tactius the
Roman historian says "a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment again
broke out" This correlates perfectly with Jesurscifixion, resurrection and the proclamation by

His disciples.

Topic Index

Flavius Josephuswvas a Jewish historian who lived from-87 AD. He did not believe Jesus to
be the Messiah (this TheHistoical Jesuen paged®f)ed i n Hab

Vol. 3, Tertullian, a theologian around 193 Abad the following to say about Josephus,
Tertullian in Chapter 19 ofhe Apology:
1 "...their criticthe Jew Josephuthe native vindicator of the ancient histafyhis people,
who either authenticates or refuti othergP* (Vo!-3 PDF pg. 95)

The following quote is found imhe Works odosephu®ook 18, Chapter 3, number 3:

1 "Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for
he was a doer of wonderful wotksa teacher of such men as receive the truth with
pleasure. He drew over to him both many of dbw/s, and many of the Gentiles. He was
[the] Christ; and wherPilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had
condemned him to the croghpse that loved him at the first did not forsake him her
appeared to them alive again the thied,das the divine prophets had foretold these and
ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so
named from him, ar @Y extinct at this da

Here is a notChristian source of ancient literature thatifies Pilate had Jesus condemned to

the cross and people believed they saw Jesus appear to them alive after the crucifixion. As
Michael Green points out in McDowell's bo&videnceon page 187: "Josephus was a Jew
writing to please the Romans. This starould not have pleased them in the slightest. He hardly
would have included it if it were not trué™
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Justin Martyr was a Christian writer who lived during 2065 AD. The following two quotes
are his statements:

1 "And that it was predicted that o@hrist should heal all diseases and raisedteg] hear

what was said. There are these words: 0 At
the tongue of the stammerer shall be clear speaking: the blind shall see, and the lepers
shall be cl eansed,; and t Anel thad Ideaddl thesé thihgs, r i s e

you can learn from the Acts of Pontius Pilafg.(Vo!- 1 PDF pg. 144145)

1 "Jesus Christ stretched forth His hands, being crucified by the Jews speaking against
Him, and denying that He was the Christ. And as the prophet spoke, they tormented Him,
and set Him on the judgmeste at , and sai d, Judge wed And
my hands and myreféereneettq tlie nailsadf theucsss avhich were fixed
in His hands and feefAnd afterHe was crucified they cast lots upon His vesture, and
they that crucified Him parted it among thefmd that these things did hagmp _you can

ascertain from the Acts of Pontius Pilaté (Vo 1 PPF pg. 14-141)

These quotes can be found AmteNicene Fathers: Volume, The First Apology of Justin
Chapter XLVIII & XXXV. Justin here was appealing "the Acts of Pontius Pilatdligaeaders.

Justin apparently believed the critics could verify these things as actual events in this document.
We can also see that Justin assumed his readers would know of the document he was referring to.
It should be noted here that there is no knomanuscript found, which contains the Acts of
Pontius Pilate. Also this should not be confused with later fabrications by the same name. It is
not known who wrote theattument that Justin referenc@ary Habermas notes in his bodke
Historical Jesus (pages 21817) "' that both Justin Martyr and Tertullian agree that this was

an official document of Rome.
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The next two quotessoncerning the darkness and earthquakat the time of Jesus' deatds(
recorded in Matthew 27:454) are from Julius AfricanusJulius Africanus took up
chronological science in the imperfect state where it was left by Clement, with whom he was
partially contemporary, for he wa&ishop of Emmaus in Palestif@"? P°F P3-313) He composed
books of chronological history under Marcus Aurelius, who was a Roman Emperor from 161 AD
until his death. Little seems to be known abwtib Phlegonwas (V07 PPF P9-412) 5 his work
lost; extracts from it by Julius Africanus, as well as others. We know that he was called
"Phlegon, bishop of MarathtnV°"® PPF P3-49%8)  3nd was also referred to aBHlegon the
Trallian (Vo'" PPFP3-412)  The Apostle Paul sehis greetings to him in Romans 16:Tiberius

Caesarwas emperor of Rome, 43%7 AD (Luke 3:1).
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Origen was a theologian and lived during 1854 AD. Underlined wordsn this section can be
entered in as a word search to find this information oretlmdy Church Father<CD Rom put
out by Logos Research Systems, Inc., Oak Harbor, WA,289lhe dates around inThe New
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedi®®*

T Julius Africanus, The Extant Writingd/0l.18 (JamesAnteNicene FathersVolume VI,
Roberts, Alexander and Donaldson, Jame®&hleégon records that, in the time of
Tiberius Caesar, at full moon, theravas a full eclipse of the sun from the sixth hour to
the nintt® manifestly that one of which we speak™"°!- 6 PDF pg.33)

1 Origen Against CelsusVol. LIX, (AnteNicene FathersVolume IV, Roberts, Alexander
and Donaldson, James.) "He imagines also that botlkedahtbquake and the darkness
were an invention; but regarding these, we have in the preceding pages, made our
defence, according to our ability, adducing the testimoni2ldégon, who relates that
these events took place at the time when our Saviour suffered. And he goes on to say, that
0Jesus, while alive, was of nNo assistance

exhibited the marks of his punishment, and shotved his hands had been pierced by
nailsd (Vol. 4 PDF pg. 819)

Here we see even that the darkness and earthquake have been recorded. Some have argued that
this is impossible; they say that the darkness would have to be an eclipse, and at thatdiime per

they say there was no eclipse. Phlefjead during that time period my contention is that he

would know, better than people who lived after the event, whether or not there waessdaakd

an earthquake. There are known just grounds to discre@hlegon's testimony of this event.
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Ignatius according to tradition was a pupil of the Apostle John. He is said to be the second
bishop of Antioch after Peter and he lived betweerl 50 AD. Ignatius also died a martyr for
his faith and belief in the resurrecti¢this can be verified iffox's Book bMartyrs, pgs. 78 *>;

Ev'isg\leYnce by Josh McDowell, page 188; and American Peoples Encyclopedidol.10,page
895™).

The following is a quote by Ignatius, which is found AnteNicene Fathers Vol . I, f
Epistle of Ignat iper®Vt6He Tralliansodo, Cha

1 "Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who was descended from David, and was also of Mary;
who was truly begotten of God and of the Virgin, but not after the same manner. For
indeed God and man are not the same. He truly assumed;abodyor &6t he Wor d
flesh,d and |ived upon earth without sin.
sin?06 He did i n r ldeaMad ctugifiedaod died undert Poraius @ilatd.r i n k
He really, and not merely in appearance, was crutified diedin the sight of beings in
heaven, and on earth, and under the earth. By those in heaven | mean such as are
possessed of incorporeal natures; by those on earthewsand Romans, and such
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persons as were present at that time when the Lord was cruaffigédhy those under the
earth, the multitude that arose al oesg with
of the saints that sl ept arose, 0 their gr
Hades alone, but He arose accompanied by a multitude; and rent asunder that means of
separation which had existed from the beginning of the world, and cast down its
partitionrwall. He also rose again in three dayse Father raising Him up; arafter

spending forty days with the apostles He was received up to the
Hi s right hand, expecting tild@l Hiyofthen e mi e s
preparation, then, at the third hodde received the sentence from Pilatiee Father

permitting that to happen; at the sixth héie was crucified; at the ninth hour He gave

up the ghost; and before sunset He was buieaing the Sabbathle catinued under

the earth in the tomb in which Joseph of Arimathea had laid Hirnthe dawning of the

L or d 6He ardse from the dedd’
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Polycarp is also said to have been a disciple under Saint John. Polycarp was bishop of Smyrna
and lived from 69155 AD. He also died a martyr for his faith. This can be verifigebixis Book

of Martyrs page 9°; Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedigd s e e i P%)| and Amerjzan
Peoples Encyclopedia/ol.15, page 1014'". The following is a quote from Polycarp found in

AnteNicene Fathers Vol ume |, Robert s, Al exander and

Polycarp to the Philippianso, Chapter 2:

1 "Wherefore, girdinggp your | oins, o0 fAserve the Lord in
forsaken the vain, empty bekelekinBimuadhoearsedor o f

up our Lord Jesus Christ fromthedeadand gave Him glory, 06 and
hand.®X (Vol. 1 PDF pg. 24)

The fact that Ignatius and Polycarp wrote these things to others shows that this belief was no
secret. This is important, considering the time frame when Ignatius and Polycarp lived. It is
believed they personally knew the John whote the Gospel of John.

More quotes not from the Bible could be given providing more detail, but this should more than
suffice. Without using the Bible we have shown confirmation for the following: Jesus was a real
person in history about 30 AD. Many que believed He was the Christ told about in Old
Testament prophecy. They claimed that Jesus healed lepers, blind, mute and even raised the
dead. He was sentenced to death by the Roman Procurator Pontius Pilate during the reign of
Tiberius in Judea. Thideath was crucifixion in which they nailed His hands and feet to a cross.
There was darkness from the sixth hour till the ninth hour, and there was an earthquake at the
time of the death of Jesus. This did not end Christianity, but rather it startedh&oviery place

where Jesus lived and died shortly after his death; from there it spread to Rome. Many people
claimed that after three days Jesus arose from the dead and appeared to many over a period of
forty days.
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Most of our quotes were from people who lived during the 1st century. Quotes that came after
the 1st century were quoting from writings of somearhodid live in the 1st century. It should

be evident that what we read about concerning the death and resurrection of Jesus was no secret.
Furthermore these were actual events in history.

Even if one does not believe in the resurrection of Jesust®haA"sd on Biblical information, it
cannot be denied that it is a matter of historical reéorthat many people in the 1st century,
when Jesus lived and died, did for some reason believe Jesus rose from the dead.
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The following is from the book title®id Jesus Rise From The Deally Gary R. Habermas

and Antony G.N.Flew, pages 19 and:"8bme events are generally agreed to be facts by
practically all critical scholars who deal with this topic todayhatever their school of thought

or discipline. In other words, critical historians, philosophers, theologians, and scripture
scholars who address this subject usually accept this factual basis. At least eleven events are
considered to be knowable histdsy virtually all scholars, and a twelfth event is considered to

be knowable history to many scholars. (1) Jesus died due to the rigors of crucifixion and (2) was
buried. (3) Jesus' death caused the disciples to despair and lose hope. (4) Although not as
frequently recognized, many scholars hold that Jesus was buried in a tomb that was discovered
to be empty just a few days later.

ACritical schol ars even agree that (5) at thi
believed were literal appeanges of the risen Jesus. Because of these experiences, (6) the
disciples were transformed from doubters who were afraid to identify themselves with Jesus to
bold proclaimers of his death and Resurrection, even being willing to die for this belief. (7) This
message was central in the early church preaching and (8) was especially proclaimed in
Jerusalem, where Jesus died shortly before.

AAs a result of this message, (9) the church
day of worship. (11) Jaméise brother of Jesus and a skeptic, was converted to the faith when he
also believed he saw the resurrected Jesus. (12) A few years later Paul the persecutor of
Christians was also converted by an experience that he, similarly, believed to be an appearanc

of the risen Jesus.

AThese historical facts are <cruci al to a coil
Except for the empty tomb, virtually all critical scholars who deal with this issue agree that these

are the minimal known historical factegarding this event. Any conclusion concerning the
historicity of the Resurrection should therefore properly account for this data. The pivotal fact,
recognized by virtually all scholars, is the original experiences of the disciples. It is nearly
gflsways almitted that the disciples had actual experiences and that something really happened.”
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The book | just quoted from & debate between Flew and Habermas. Flew does not believe in
the resurrection and Habermas does. | find it interesting that Flew did not challenge this
statement quoted here. Why? Because these really are knowable facts of history.

Topic Index

In a court of law when the hostile witness agrees with the defense it is considered a fact.
Imagine a murder trial. The prosecuting attorney says that David murdered Albert. The defense
gets up and says David did inddellil Albert but it was an accident. Since both sides agree that
David killed Albert, this would be considered a fact, and it would not be called into question.
Since the actual events regarding Jesus' ministry, crucifixion and death are not disputse by th
opposed to Christianity in that time frame when Jesus lived and died, the events themselves are
considered fact.

From these known historical facts people have tried to come up with various explanations of
what happened, to explain away the litedaygical resurrection of Jesus. Yet, the account given

by the eyewitnesses in the New Testament concerning the resurrection of Jesus is the only theory
known that logically and accurately accounts for all twelve known historical facts concerning
this eventSince these facts are established by critical and historical procedures, it is not logical
reasoning for someone to reject the resurrection simply because they do not accept the
inspiration of the Scriptures. These events can be shown in history outssdepiure. If the
resurrection of Jesus is not true then there has to be a reasonable explanation of what might have
taken place based upon the known historical facts.
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EYEWITNESSES OF THE RESURRECTION

| would like to point out something to those who reject the New Testament because it claims to
be the Word of God: | have already provided confirmation, in historical writings outside of the
Bible, for many of the events surrounding the crucifixion. Yetehs much more confirmation

for the historical accuracy of the New Testament through other ancient writings and archaeology.
In fact, the New Testamentd the entire Bible for that matter 8 never has beenproven
historically wrong on any point.
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People generally disbelieve the Bible because it claims to be the Word of God and records
miracles that took place in history. Since it has been proven accurate time and time again and has
never been proven wrong, it is not logical to reject it merelyusec# records also what may be
beyond certain philosophical presuppositions. Due to these facts, those who reject the Bible
because it claims to be the Word®éd should consider the idea that possibly the Bible is true

0 and it is their philosophy tha wrong. A former Oxford lecturer, William Wand, stated this
very well when he said, "there is no scholarly reason for rejecting possibilities before an
investigation. An griori dismissal cannot be allowed, even if we do not like the conclusion that

is indicated by the facts. One must decide on the basis of the known evidence" (Pge 59,
Historical JesusHabermas). And as Habermas points out in the same reference, "...conclusions
that are drawn before and against the facts are bothistarical anchon-scientific."*

The conclusions in this case should be determined from what most critics would consider the
minimal known historical facts that were previously listed.

Topic Index

The following names ae people who were followers of Jesus and whom He visited after He

was resurrected from the deadHe appeared to His original disciplds Simon Peter, James

the son of Zebedee, John the brother of James, Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas,
Jamesthe son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot (Markl8;1&hn 20:2481).

Jesus also appeared to Mary Magdalene, Salome, and Mary the mother of James (Mark 16:1,
Matthew 28:110). And Luke 24:134 tells us that Jesus also appeared to Cleopale tts

1:16-26 reports that He appeared to Joseph and Matthias.
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There are of course, repeated visitations; Jesus appeared to some of the same people more than
once. At least seventeen differdiollowers are mentioned by name as people whom Jesus
visited after His resurrectiods mentioned earlierJesus also appeared to unbelievérs

namely Paul, James and very likely Jude as Wdilis brings us to a total of twenty people,
mentioned by nameyho were eyewitnesses to the fact that Jesus was alive again after He was
killed and buried. In any court of law, this would be a lot of eyewitnesses. Furthermore, those
opposing Christianity in tharaplayed the role to some extent of the prosecutitayragy. They

could not disprove the testimony of these eyewitnesses and they certainly had motive to try.
Should a jury be satisfied by an opposing lawyer claiming that maybe all of these eyewitnesses
did not see what they said they saw?
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These are only the eyewitnesses we can identify by name, but considePauthataid in the
following passage (1 Corinthians 158R

T AFor | delivered to you as of first import
our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on
the third day acerding to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve.After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of
whom remain until now, but some have fallen aslé®smn He appeared to James, then to
alltheapos | es; and |l ast of all, as it were to

Paul was saying that there were more than 50
whom were still alive. Many scholars believe that Paul was citing an actual be¢quteédated

his letter to the Corinthians. If they wished, the Corinthians could question all of the
eyewitnesses to see if what Paul was saying was true. So if, in fact, the eyewitnesses did not
exist, this would have been a very foolish claim for Rauhake. Yet we have no evidence of

anyone in that era refuting this claim.
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Concerning the disciples, one must consider that they claimed to be eyewitnesses that had seen,
heard, touched, and eaten with Jesus after He arose from the dead. We only have two
possibilities here. Either they really believed this to be &uer they wee lying. What motive

would the disciples have had to lie? What would compel them to be willing to be persecuted and
die violently, if they were caught in that lie? Surely if several disciples had been caught in the
same lie, they would have been put tattieas one unid but they did not die together, but
separatelyUnless otherwise stated, the following information concerning how the disciples died
can be found iffox's Book Of Martyrs1973, pages-§ “° FPF pg- %)

(For those interested, the nanodéghe original twelve apostles are listed in Mark 3185:

1 Peter was crucified in Rome. Peter was crucified updaen at his own request,
because he said he was unworthy to be crucified in the same manner as the Lord.

1 Andrew, the brother of Peter, was crucified on ashdped cross.

1 James, the son of Zebedee, was beheaded in Jerusalem by sword (A2)s 12:1

1 Philip was scourged (flogged or whipped), thrown into prison, and afterwards crucified at

Heliopolis in Phrygia54 AD.

Bartholomew was cruelly beaten at length, and then crucified in 52 AD.

John, the brother of James, was the only disciple who escaped a violent death (although

the Romans once tried to boil him in oil). H was banished to the Isle of Patmos

(Revehtion 1:9).

1 Matthew was slain with a halberd (a type of badtkeand pike mounted on a handle
about six feet long) in 60 AD.

1 Thomas was thrust with a spear.

= =
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1 James the son of Alphaeus was beaten and stoned by the Jews; finally his brains were

dashed out with a fuller's club.

Simon the Zealot was crucified in 74 AD.

Thaddaeus was martyred about 65 AD.

Judas of course, killed himself before Jesus was resurrected (MatthewbR738das,

one of the original twelve disciples, was replaced by Matthias (Acts2B)l@Matthias

was stoned at Jerusalem and then beheaded.

1 Paul was not part of the original twelvbut his words are recorded in the New
Testament. He also should be mentioned, since he likewise was an eyewitness of the
resurrected Jesus. Paul was executed by soldiers; they allowed him to pray, then he gave
his neck to the sword.

= =4 =

The remarkable thing that these men were killed separately, over a period of about thirty years,
because of what they believed and taught. None of them ever recanted their story about the
resurrection of Jesus Christ! What motive could they possibly have to die for wh&nthe to

be a lie? On the contrary, it is because they knew the resurrection to be true that they were
willing to give their lives!
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There is an interesting contrast in history of another grougvelve men and their leader and
how they stood up for what they had said was true. The men | am speaking of are the followers
of Joseph Smith, who was the founder of the Mormon Church. Jesus willingly laid down his life
(Acts 8:3235, 1 Peter 2:23) whileogeph Smith died in a gunfight in which he was fighting for
his life (History of the Church Vol,80gs.617618 PPF P9 2580)\/g] 7 pgs. 100103PPF po- 17431742

).
The following is a quote from Ezra Taft Benson, who i®m@mer president of th&lormon
Church(Teachings of Ezra Taft Bensqn89): "Six of the original Twelve Apostles selected by
Joseph Smith were excommunicated. The Three Witnesses to the Book of Mormon left the
Church. Three of Joseph Smith's counselors felie even helped plbis death.™®

Why is there such a contrast between the followers of Jesus, who saw Him after He rose from the
dead, and the followers of Joseph Smith? | believe the difference is simple: one group was
standing for what they knew to be true; the otheugrwas standing for what they knew to be
false. This fact can be seen in the following
Mormon Church Journal of Discourses, Vol.page 164°°F P+ 3By i gham Young,
18590 Some of thewitnesses* of the Book of Mormomvho handled the plates and conversed

with the angels of God, wesdterwards left to doubt and to disbelieve that they had ever seen an

angel One of the Quorum of twelde a young man full of faith and good works, prayadd

the vision of his mind was opened, and the angel of God came and laid the plates before him, and

he saw and handled them, and saw the angel, and conversed with him as he would with one of
his friends;but after all this, he was left to doulasind pluged into apostacy, arfths continued

to contend against this watlE®
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| find it interesting that these men were not stitkey saw an angel or not. In contra®guland

the disciples of Jesuwever doubted that they saw Jesus after He was resurrected from the dead.
They were even persecuted, and eventually killed, for this belief. Would you stand under
persecution and ewedeath for something that you were not thoroughly convinced was true? If
you were to trust the testimony of a group of men, which group of testimonies would you
consider more credibli@ those followers of Jesus, or the followers of Joseph Smith?
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It is true; others in history have died for a lie. However, you will find they usballgvedtheir

cause was the truth. The disciples believed the resurrection to be true because they saw the
resurrectedlesus. In fact, the disciples saw Jesus, off and on, for a period of forty days (Acts
1:3). They talked with Him, they touched Him, and they ate with Him. They never doubted or
denied their testimony of these facts. There seems to be no motive foritlmgness to die for

this testimony other thathmey really believed it to be tru€onsider their own words:

1 Acts 5:3032 (Peter's statement): "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had
put to death by hanging Him on a cross. He is the onenw@od exalted to His right
hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And
we are witnesses of these thingad so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those
who obey Him."

1 2 Peter 1:16 (Peter's statemetifor we did not follow cleverly devised taladien we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christwvdwere
eyewitnesseesf His majesty."

1 1 John 1:12 (John's statement)What was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we hae seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the
Word of Life, and the life was manifested, angt have seen and bear witnessl
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us."

Acts 4:33( comment fr om Luk e) thdiapasties welie giving githesatd thep o we r
resurrectorof t he Lord Jesus, and abundant grace wa
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CONSIDERING THE FACTS

1. Known historical fact

We have already shown that many of the events concerning Jesus' life and death are established
ashistorical fact. The Bible has never been proven historically wrong. The reason people reject
the Bible is because it records miracles as events in history. The event in this case is the
resurrection of Jesus. There is circumstantial evidence for thereesom, as well as
eyewitnesses. Also, there has never been an explanation given using naturalistic means which
accounts for all of the known historical facts.

2. Jesus was indeed a person in history who died on a cross.

The fact that Jesus was a marhistory who was crucified was already covered. This is a matter

of historical record. There are some who believe that Jesus lived through the crucifixion, and that
when the disciples saw the resurrected Christ, they were really only seeing someone \Wwhbo hadn
actually died.A similar belief is found in th&oran, the sacred writings of Muslims. In the
meaning of the Holy Quran we read the following: Surah 4:15Y "And because of their
saying: 0 Meissiab Jesuw soh &f ayy Al | a h' $§Thepsewshiemmaot @ar 6
crucified but it appeared unto theyrand lo! those who disagree concerning it are in doubt

thereof; they have no knowledge thereof save pursuit of conje¢hee;slew him not for
certain .*'8@PFro-30)
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We have already established that Jesus was crucified and that this is a matter of historical fact.
The next question is did Jesus actually die due to crucifixion? There is an article folima in
Journal of American Medical Assaiation, Vol.255, No.11March 21, 1986, pages 143863.

This article makes some interesting points and comments. The quotes following are from this
article. "Jesus, apparently knowing that the time of his death was near, suffered great mental
anguish, ad as described by the physician Luke, his sweat became like blood (Luke 22:44).
Although this is a very rare phenomenon, bloody sweat (hematidrosis or hemohidrosis) may
occur in highly emotional state§* The article then relates how the trials of Jesus went
throughout the night. Jesus was forced to walk abelf22miles between the various trials.
During this time, as we are told in Mark 14:65 that He was beaten with fists, spit upon, and
slapped in théace. These events led up to the scourging. The article at this point Btdtds,e s e
physical and emotional factors may have rendered Jesus particularly vulnerable to the adverse
hemodynamic effects of the scourging"...."the usual instrument was a shpr{flagrum or
flagellum) with several single or braided leather thongs of variable lengths, in which small iron
balls or sharp pieces of sheep bones were tied at interJalsis was]"intended to weaken the
victim just short of collapse or death.” 'the leather thongs and sheep bones would cut into the
skin and subcutaneous tissues. Then as the flogging continued, the lacerations would tear into
the underlying skeletal muscles and produce quivering ribbons of bleeding flesh. Pain and blood
loss genally set the stage for circulatory shock. The extent of the blood loss may well have
determined how long the victim would survive on the crfsisater we are told that the soldiers

put a crown of thorns upon His head. Then, with a staff made of sonud sgetl, they began to
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beat Jesus on the head (Matthew 27:30). Jesus apparently was weakened enough due to this
physical pmishment that He could not carry the platibulum (the horizontal piece of the cross) 1/3

of a mile, so lte soldiers made a man named Simon carry it (Luke 23:26). And when they had
come to a place called Golgotha, which means
wrists and his feet (Matthew 27:33, John 20:25). (The article stdtesahcients cusmarily
considered the wrists to be part of the han&®ing by archaeological findings it is determined

the spikes would have been, according to the artiélg, in. long with a square shaft 3/8 in.
across"...."The major pathophysiologic effect by diyitin, beyond the excruciating pain, was a
marked interference with normal respiration, particularly exhalation.”...." Adequate exhalation
required lifting of the body by pushing on the feet and by flexing the elbows and adducting the
shoulders. Howevehis maneuver would place the entire weight of the body on the tarsals and
would produce searing pain. Furthermore, flexion of the elbows would cause rotation of the
wrist about the iron nails and cause fiery pain along the damaged median nerves. Littieg of

body would also painfully scrape the scourged back against the rough wooden stripes. Muscle
cramps and paresthesias of the outstretched and uplifted arms would add to the discomfort. As a
result, each respiratory effort would become agonizing anagirand lead eventually to
asphyxia."

We are also told that one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately there
came out blood and watélohn 19:34). The article continuég8y custom, one of the Roman
guards would pierce the bodyttia sword or lance. Traditionally, this had been considered a
spear wound to the heart through the right side of the ahestfatal wound probably taught to

most Roman soldiers. The Shroud of Turin documents this form of injury."..... "Therefore the
wate probably represented serious pleural and pericardial fluid, and would paeesdedhe

flow of blood and been smaller in volume than the blood. Perhaps in the setting of hypovolemia
and impending acute heart failure, pleural and pericardial effusiong h@ve developed and
would have added to the apparent water. The blood, in contrast, may have originated from the
right ventricle or perhaps from a hemopericardium."....."Thus it remains unsettled whether Jesus
died of cardiac rupture or of cardiorespiratofailure. However, the important feature may be

not how he died but rather whether he died. Cleattiye weight of historical and medical
evidence indicates that Jesus was dead before the wound to his side was enflicggports

the traditional viewthat the spear, thrust between his right ribs, probably perforated not only the
right lung but also the pericardium and the heart and thereby insured his death. Accordingly,
interpretations based on the assumption that Jesus did not die on the cross appéer at

odds with modern medical knowledge."
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The article inThe Journal of American Medical Associatistops at this point, buhe Gospels

have a little more to addlesus was also wrapped in grave clothes with 100 pounds of spices
(John 19:39) and placed in a tomb with a very large stone pladszhtrof it (Matthew 27:60).

Even without being beaten, scourged, and crucified, this would kill a man. Being wrapped up
with the 100 pounds of spices would probably suffocate a person. Even if the person got out of
that, how would they move a large starghill out of a ravine from the inside of the tomb? The
average stone for this type of tomb has been estimated to weigh abautdmakalf to two tons

(The Resurrection Factppg. 54"°). To move a stone that large would be a pretty remarkable
feat fora person in good shape, let alone for someone who, at the very least, should be in critical
condition.
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3. Precautions taken concerning the grave.

In Matthew 27:63%66, the Jews, speaking to Pilabout Jesus, said: "Sir, we remember that

when He was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days | am to rise again.' Therefore, give
orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, lest the disciples come and steal Him
away and say tdhe people, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last deception will be worse
than the first.od Pilate said to them, 0You ha
And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they setasealh e st one

They really did not do themselves any favors by taking these precadtionsnly makes the

di sciplesd testimony more credible. The penal
asleep athis post was death. This punishmenbapplied to the rest of the men in the unit,

even if only one of the guards deserted his post. The Roman seal itself was no small matter,
either. To break that seal would be considered a violation against the Roman government. As we
see in the Gospels, umifixion was the sentence for the thieves who were next to Jesus (Mark
15:27)If a thief was crucified, it is likely that anyone who committed a violation against the
Roman government would not be treated lightly. What caused the Roman guard to |gest the

at the tomb even though the penalty for doing so was death? We are told an angel came and
rolled the stone away (Matthew 282 This would account for them leaving, as well as
reporting first to the religious leaders (Matthew 28iE). The religios leaders would be the

only ones who might possibly have the influen
necks for | eaving their post. Remember , It wa
guard was given to secure the tombhie first place.
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4. No motive for the disciples, as well asnbelievers, to lie.

Remember that the disciples endured persecution and died for their belief, never recanting their
story. In addition, their testimony carries improbabilities of a contrived story. For example, the
fact that Jesus appeared first to a wonifMark 16:9): according to Jewish principles of legal
evidence, a woman's testimony would not be admissible in court. In such @onateated

culture, it makes no sense to make up a story in which Jesus first appears to women, when it
would hinder the élief of many.

The disciples at Jesusd6 arrest all @attheav\2&69; Pet e
75). After the crucifixion of Jesus, which was their point of sorrow and despair, the disciples

soon became bold witnesses of the resurrectfael resurrection of Jesus were not true then

why would they do this?

There also would be a conflict of morals. Jesus and His disciples taught that one should live a
life of good moral values. If they invented a story, they would also have to knovgoglgainst

what their beloved leader Jesus taught. Their entire lives would have to become patterned after
this lie and they would have to be willing to die for what they knew to be a lie. And, how would
they influence Paul, James, and Jude to go alorly this lie? Paul was very zealous in
persecuting the church before he claimed to see the resurrected Jesus. It would take a powerful
motive for him to change sides and then be persecuted and die for this belief, as he did. If his
testimony is also untrughat motive could there possibly be for him to do this?
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Simon Greenleaf was a famous Royall Professor of Law at Harvard University. He produced a
well known work entitledA Treatise on the Law of El@nce which is considered by some the
greatest single authority on evidence of legal procedure. While Greenleaf was still a professor at
Harvard, he took the challenge of applying the Gospels and the claims of the eyewitnesses to see
if they would stand as ri@ble when the rules of evidence were applied as in a court of law. He
showed that they would indeed stand reliable. He wrote a book concerning this which is entitled
The Testimony of the Evangelists, The Gospels Examined by the Rules of Evidence #sdiministe

in Courts of JusticeOn pg. 32 of his book, speaking of the disciples testimony he concludes, "If
then their testimony was not true, there was no possible motive for this fabri¢ation”.
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5. Thes people claimed to be eyewitnesses.

There were more than 500 eyewitnesses. Can you imagine all of these people testifying in a
courtroom? If the cross examination and testimony only lasted six minutes per person, you
would have fifty hours of eyewitnessstimony. The disciples said they talked with Jesus, ate
with Him, and touched Him as well. Not all of these eyewitnesses were followers of Jesus before
the resurrection.
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6. The Pharisees had political and personal motive to expose tlisciples as fraudulat by
producing the body of Jesus. Why didn't they do this iflhey could do it?

(International Standard Bible Encylopaegdtalectronic Database,1996, by Biblesoft.)

"Reasons for Pharisaic Hatred of ChriBhe opposition of the Pharisees to Jesus was intensified

by another reason. They were the democratic party; their whole power lay in the reputation they
had with the people for piety. Our Lord denounced them as hypocrites; moreover He had secured
a deepepopularity than theirs. At length when cajolery failed to win Him and astute questioning
failed to destroy His popularity, they combined with their opponents, the Sadducees, against Him
as against a common enerﬁ)]/."
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7. The empty tomb.

In Acts Chapters 3 and 4 we see that Peter delivered a sermon on the resurrection of Jesus in the
very town where Jesus was crucified and buried shortly before. Thousands believeteand

and John were arrested and told not to speak of Jesus anymore. It would be rather hard to explain
why so many believed, and why the religious leaders did not simply produce the body of Jesus if
the tomb had not been empty. We also need to remerhbegnipty tomb itself is not what
caused the disciples to believe. In Luke 24:11, we find that when the women told the disciples
that Jesus had risen from the dead, the disciples would not believe them, because these words
appeared to them as nonsense. Tiieved after Jesus appeared to them also. There is also an
interesting note we find in John 2087 the facecloth, which had been on His head, was not

lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. This is rather puzzling if we are

to believe that the disciples stole the body. Even if they did manage to get past the Roman guard,
break the Roman seal, and move the stone, why would they take the time to undress the body and
roll up the face cloth and leave the grave clothes therefe#f thake sense why the risen Jesus
would do this, but why would the disciples do it?
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8. Change in the day of worship.

The Jews highly regarded the Sabbath, which is Saturday, as the day of worsigpJdwish

mind, to change from Saturday to Sunday was an appalling thing to do. When and why did this
change take place? We see hints of this change within the New Testament writings in Acts 20:7
and 1 Corinthians 16:2. This gives us a clue as to when.

T Act s 2 0 ontthe firét Aay df the weekvhen we were gathered together to break
bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to depart the next day, and he prolonged his
message until mi dni ght . 0o

T 1 Cor i nt hOnahedirst fidy of2very ivedkt each one of you put aside and
save, as he may prosper, that no collectio

81



Table of Contentspg 1, 2, 3, 4

The first day of the week is Sunday. In these texts we see hints that a meeting was taking place
on Sunday. Since Paul instructed the Corinthians to make their collection on this day, it appears
that this was done on a regular basis. So in these passage® wollections, preaching, and the
breaking of bread taking place on Sunday. Since we find this in the New Testament, it appears
this change from Saturday to Sunday gatherings took place at the very beginnings of the church.
But why did this change tak@lace? Justin Martyr, a Christian writer who lived 45 AD,

tells us that they met on Sunday because this was the day Jesus rose from the dead. So Sunday
worship is actually celebrating and bringing into remembrance the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Fdlowing are the words of Justin MartyAnteNicene FathersVolume 1)

The First Apology of Justin Chapter LXVI I, i We e k lily. . Woorns htihpe «
called Sundayall who live in cities or in the country gather together to one plandthe

memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are asddng as time permits; then,

when the reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of these
good things.Then we all rise together and presnd, as we before said, when our prayer is
endedpread and wine and water are brouygimd the president in like manner offers prayers and
thanksgivings, according to his ability, and
distribution to each,rad a participation of that over which thanks have been given, and to those

who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons tedwho are well to do, and willing, give

what each thinks fitandwhat is collected is depositeslith the president, who suoars the

orphans and widows and those who, through sickness or any other cause, are amdthose

who are in bonds and the strangers sojourning among us, and in a word takes care of all who are
in need But Sundayis the day on which we all hold ounsrmmon assemblnecauset isthe first

day on which God, having wrought a change in the darkness and matter, made the world; and
Jesus Christ our Saviour on the same day rose from the deaBor He was crucified on the

day before that oBaturn Saturday; and on the day after that of Saturn, whiclthis day of the

Sun, having appeared to His apostles and disciplegaught them these thingswhich we

have submitted to you also for your considerati@h " 1 PPF - 152)
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THEORIES PEOPLE HAVE USED TO EXPLAIN AWAY THE RESURRECTION

1) The disciples stole the bodyThis idea originated with the religious leaders in Jesus'
day. We find this in Matthew 28:115. The problem with this theory is that there is no
motive. The disciples gained nothing out of telling of the resurrection exceptyigose
They would have to knowingly go against everything that Jesus, as well as they
themselves, taught. What would cause someone to die for what they knew was a lie? Also
this would leave the dilemma of Paul, who changed from being a persecutor lofittie c
to being a strong withess who proclaimed the resurrection. How could the disciples have
convinced him that he himself had seen the risen Jesus? Furthermore, this leaves the 500
other eyewitnessed why would they all say they had seen the risen Jektisey had
not? How could the disciples have gotten past the Roman guards that were guarding the
tomb? In Matthew the story is that the disciples stole the body while the guards were
asleep. If they were asleep, and did not wake up when the huge sisnelled away
from the tomb, then how would they know the disciples stole the body? Sleeping guards
are also very unlikely as falling asleep would mean death for the whole unit. Some people
try to claim the Jews or the Romans stole the body. Since ngithwgp wanted the story
of the resurrection being spread, then why did they not produce the body to silence this
movement?
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2) The swoon theory. This theory states that Jesus did not die on the drstead Jesus
was merely unconscious when His body was removed from the cross. The cool air in the
tomb revived Him, and He got up and went to His disciples. They believed He had died;
hence when they saw Him again, they believed Jesus had risen frdeathelo accept
this theory you must believe that Jesus survived the flogging, the crucifixion, the thrust to
the side with a spear, and being wrapped up in 100 pounds of spices. Then, He moved a
stone that weighed orenda-half to two tons uphill out o ravine. This accomplished,
He fought His way past the Roman guard to appear to His disciples as the Lord of life.
That takes more faith than believing the resurrection itself. Still it does not end here:
Jesus then convinced 500 other people, besideslistigples thatHe raisedfrom the
dead. He also convinced Paul, the very one persecuting the church, that He was
resurrected. Finally, He ascended bodily into heaven on a cloud while they were
watching.
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The disciples had hallucinationsSome people have claimed that the disciples had
hallucinations, so real th#tey believed in the resurrection. People under great mental stress, as
the disciples were, have hallucinated before, but this still leaves some problems. To accept this
you would have to believe that more than 500 people hallucinated the same thingad hist

just one short episode of visions, but sightings that went on for forty days. The disciples touched
Jesus, talked with Him, and ate with Him. Later Paul, who was against the church, also
Ahall ucinatedod this s ame natoty phenpmend Therssmplgis e n o't
no other case in history where this kind of hallucination took place. And even if the hallucination
theory made sense, why didn't the Jews or the Romans simply produce the corpse of Jesus to
prove that He was dead? Sevgrabple did go to the tomb and found it empty, except for the
grave clothes. Did the whole world also hallucinate the idea that the tomb was empty?

Topic Index

3) The women went to the wrong tombThe idea here ithat during their time of sorrow
and confusion, the women simply forgot which tomb Jesus had been laid in. The problem
with this theory is that you would also have to believe that the Roman guards, the Jews,
and all of the disciples also forgot which toddsus was in. This is very unlikely. And,
even if the whole world was confused and did not remember what tomb Jesus was laid in,
there are still all those pesky eyewitnesses.
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4) Jesus had an identical win. This theory says that Jesus' twin brother was not in
Jerusalem during the ministry of Jesus. He came back home right after Jesus was
crucified and pretended to be his brother, Jesus. This of course caused everyone to
believe that Jesus rose from thead. The problem with this theory: the empty tomb.

How did this Atwin brothero get past the R
did he rise into heaven on a cloud while they were watching? We also need to remember

that the risen Jesus still hadgttvounds from being crucified. He also still had the wound

from being thrust by the spear. He offered these as evidence that it was He Himself to
Thomas (John 20:2Z 9 ) . Mo s t i mportantly of all, h ow
other brothers, James addde, that he was Jesus? Since they also were half brothers of
Jesus, they would certainly know if Jesus had a twin. Yet they were so convinced that
Jesus was resurrected that they also died martyrs believing and proclaiming that
resurrection.
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THE THEORY THAT FITS ALL 12 OF THE KNOWN HISTORICAL FACTS
JESUS ROSEFROM THE DEAD, JUST AS HE SAID HE WOULD!

(1-2) Jesus did not survive the crucifixion but actually died and was buried (Johr429:31

(2A) An angel removed the large stone, hence breaking the Roman seal, and frightened away the
guards (Matthew 28:25).

(3) The disciples lost hope because they believed that Jesus was dead (Luk2l24diT

16:20, Mark 16:16a1L1).

(4) The tomb was empty because Jesus rose from the dead (Matthexy.28:5

(5) The disciples of Jesus, although they did not at first beliesevélild rise from the dead,

came to believe in the resurrection because they saw Jesus alive afterwards, talking, touching,
and eating with Him.. They also watched him bodily ascend into heaven (Luke 124 4:td
24:3943,John 20:27 and 21:93, Acts 1:911).

(5A) The Jews and Romans could not stop the teaching that originated in the very place where
Jesus died, because the tomb was empty and there were more than 500 eyewitnesses to Jesus
alive after the resurrection (John 2@ 1Acts Chapters 3 and 4Cbrinthians 15: 8).

(6) The disciplesd motive for being willing t
they knew Jesusd resurrection to be true. At
was the Christ and God in the flestpuld be worse than death itself (Matthew 16:16, John 1:1

and 14, and 21:24, Luke 9:2%).

(7,8,9) The resurrection was the central teaching of the early church, which was growing rapidly
even in Jerusalem, where Jesus was crucified and buried. Thig $lavel been very difficult if

it were not true (Book of Acts).

(10) Sunday became a day of worship in the church, celebrating the day Jesus rose from the dead
(Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2). Note that the first day of the week is Sunday;

(12-12) Paul, whowas an unbeliever before, and who was persecuting the church, changed
totally. He became willing to be beaten, persecuted and killed for a belief in the resurrected
Christ, because Jesus appeared to him after He rose from the dead. Another formereunbeliev
James, became a devout follower after he had seen the risen Christ (2 Corinthiau381A@28

9:1-26,1 Corinthians 15:7, Book of James).
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HOW THEN SHOULD WE LIVE?

Jesus is the only religious leader in history to be foretold, in detail, before He was born. Jesus
performed many miraclegffering them as evidence of who He claimed to be. Jesus predicted
His own death and resurrection, and then actually rose from the dead. How then should we react?
Jesus said that He was the only way in which mankind could come to God the Father (John
14:6). He said all those who were not for Him were against Him (Matthew 12:30). Jesus said He
is the one who will judge the world (John 5:22). | suggest to you that the only wise thing to do is
to commit your life to Jesus. Similarly, some people in the Olstaneent were told, "I call
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that | have set before you life and death, the
blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live" (Deuteronomy 30:19). If you
deny Him, He will also deny you (Luke B29). If you have already committed yourself to Him

then remember that Jesus said, "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John
14:15). As Paul said, "Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks through Hn to God the Father" (Colossians 3:17). It is not through any church, or

by doing good deeds, but only through Jesus Christ that you can be saved (Acts 4:12). If you
have questions about what it means to be saved please contact us.
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RECOMMENDED READING

Of course the most important book you should read is the Bible. If you would like more
information as to why you should believe the Bible | recommé&witlence That Demands a
Verdict, Vol. 1, by Josh McDowell. As far as the resurrection itself, | have read and feel
comfortable recommending the following books to read for further study:

For a very detailed argument against the false doctrine of a spiritual resurrection of Jesus rather
than a physical resurrection | would suggest readiimg Battle for the Resurrectiphy Norman
L. Geisler, 1989, published by Thomas Nelson Publishers.

For an easy reading, yet detailed examination of Jesus' crucifixion and evidence for his
resurrection | suggest readifige Resurrection Factpby Josh McDowell. Also in this category
| would listWho moved the Stond®; Frank Morison.

If you would like to read a good debate between a believer and-beliewver of the resurrection
of Jesus, | recommenDid Jesus Rise from the Deadfy Gary R. Habermas and Antony
G.N.Flew.

For more information on ancient history concerning the life of Jesus Chvailtl recommend
readingThe Historical Jesus, Ancient Evidence for the Life of CHnsGary R. Habermas.
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For more information on how the testimony of the disciples in the Gospel stands in light of legal
procedure, | would recommend readiftge Testimony of the Evangelists, The Gospels Examined
by the Rules of Evidence Administered in Courts of Justic€inon Greenleaf. A reprint of his
book is put out by Kregel classics.

If you wish to see a good medical perspective of the death of Jesus you should read, "On the
Physical Death of Jesus Christ"; this is an article foun@ha Journal of American Medical
Association Vol.255, No.11, March 21, 1986, pages 143%3.
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POEM

When they came to arrest Him

they fell to the ground

yet in His trial

He made not a sound

they whipped Him anfleat Him

and pushed thorns in His head

little did they know

He would rise from the dead

His blood soaked into that wooden cross
little did they know

it was they that were lost

He stayed up there

when He could have come down

It was for us He wore thiaorny crown
for you and me He died on that cross
if you do not know Him

my friend you are lost.

By Robert Kiser
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This is a Bible study othe Return of Jesus Christ how, when and why type of questions will
be examined with scripture.

You can Tchlei cRe tounr nii ad stard reaslingsat the beginning aj this topic or
use the topic index to jump to the part that interest you most.

Topic Index
The Return of Jesus Christ
Overview of content in this section is as follows:

THE RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST(pg. 89)

1. Why do Christians expect Jesus to return?

Jesus said he would returrfpg.89)

The bible tells us Jesus will returnpg.89)

All prophecies have been accuratég. 90)

The expectation of the return of Jesus Christ has been passed down to us by eyewjtnedses.
People declaring that Jesus will not return were also fore{plgl.91)

2. How do we knowlesus has not already returned as taught by the Jehovah Witnggse3)
How will Jesus return?

Jesus will return on a cloud(pg. 93)

Jesus left bodily and visibly with a cloud and will return the seag (pg. 93)

The Bible teaches that Jesus rose from the dead in the same physical body in which(9 died.

3. When will Jesus return?pg. 97)

No one knows the day or hour when Jesilsraturn. (pg. 97)

We do know that certain events will take place before Jesus ret{pmn<8)

The time of the rapture in relation to the 2nd coming of the Lord is debgig®9)

4. Why will Jesus return?pg. 99)
He is coming to judge the worldpg. 99)
He is coming for his followers(pg. 100)

5. Where will Jesus return?pg. 101)

6. Application (pg102)
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THE RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST

For a couple of thousand years now Christians have loe&mg forward to and expecting the
return of Jesus Christ. Some people don't think that Jesus is coming back while others claim
Jesus already came back. | will approach this subject by the basic questions that Bible students

ask themselves while studying h e Bi bl e. These basic guestio
AWhen?o, AWher e?o, AWhy?o, and AHow?0 I n thi
"What ?" is His return. Now weodll take a | ook

1. Why do Christians expect Jesus to return?
a) Jesus said Havould return.

The disciples expected Jesus to return because He said that He would return. J8hmedds]

"Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are
many dwelling places; if it were not so, | wolidve told you; for | go to prepare a place for

you. And if I go and prepare a place for ybwill come again, and receive you to Myself; that

where | am, there you may be aso. Lat er we see that Jesus' di sc
return becauseney asked Him, "What will be the sign of Your coming?" In Matthew 24:3 we
read, AAnd as He was sitting on the Mount o f
saying, O0Tell us, whwkahwilvbé thel sigrt ohY¥ousr eomindnd ditiees b e ,
end of the age?06" I f Jesus was not going to
mistaken when they asked, "What will be the sign of Your coming?". Instead, Jesus answered the
guestion by telling them what things would first take plasel then concluding when He would

return: "But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens

will be shakenand then th sign of the Son of Man will appeiarthe sky, and then all the tribes

of the earth will mournand they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of theviky

power and great €g0oryo (Matthew 24:29
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b) The Bible tells us Jesus will return.

The New Testament is scattered with references of the return of Jesus Christ. We as Christians
are not building a doctrine on a single isolated Scripture, but rather a central teaching of the New
Testament. Ftbdwing are just a few of these references.

1 Corinthians 15: 23: ifBut each in his own oro
Christ's at His coming. . 0

1 Thess al ohoitlerlerd Himsdlfawill deBcend from heavernth a shout, wh the
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet
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Il Thessalonians 1:@ O : AAnd these wil!/ pay the penalty
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His powdren He comes$o be glorified in His

saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have belif®resur testimony to you

was believed. 0

He b r e wsso €hrisz 8so, hdving been offered once to bear the sins of stallyappear a
second time for salvationi t hout reference to sin, to those

Revel at i on Hg isdmingiwBhethe aldbudsand every eye will see Him, even those
who pierced Him; and all the tribes of thetbawill mourn over Him. Soitistobe Amen. 0

Revelation 22:20: fAdHe wLWes, |anemingfquicklysé tAometnh.e s e
ComeLord Jesus. 0
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c) All prophecies have been accurate.

The Bible is full of prophecies that have come to pass just as the Bible foretold. Many of these
prophecies are concerning Jesus. For example, beforewiesb®rn: (1) The Bible declared that

He would be born of a virgin; (2) the Bible declared that His bloodline would be traced to
Abraham going through David, Jesse, Judah, Jacob, and Isaac; (3) the Bible declared that Jesus
would be born in Bethlehem andeivould be proceeded by a messenger (John the Baptist); (4)
the Bible declared that Jesus would be a performer of miracles and teacher of parables; (5) the
Bible declared that Jesus would be betrayed by a friend and sold for 30 pieces 6f silver
furthermae, this money would be thrown down in the house of the Lord and the money would
be used to buy Potter's field; (6) the Bible declared that Jesus' hands and feet would be pierced
and there would be gambling over His clothing; (7) the Bible also declaaktdabus' bones

would not be broken, but His side would be pierced, and there would be darkness over the land;
(8) the Bible declared that Jesus would be buried in a rich man's tomb and that He would not
remain dead(9) Jesus himself declared that He wibbk killed and that He would rise from the
dead. Considering that all of these and many more prophecies came to pass just as the Bible
declared, it is reasonable to expect that Jesus will rétujurst as the Bible declares.
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d) The expectation of the return of Jesus Christ has been passed down to us by
eyewitnesses.

The writers of the New Testament who tell us that Jesus will return were themselves
eyewitnesses of the resurrected Jesus. The disciples saw Jesus die, and then later they spent time
with Him, over a period of forty dayafter Jesus rose from the dead. dflithe disciples except

John, who was exiled, died as martyrs for their belief that this actually happjéese. men also

heard Jesus say that He would return. Since Jesus said He would rise from e atehthen

rose from the dead just as He had $#&dwould, it is reasonable to expect Him to ret@rnust

as He said He would. We have the testimony of eyewitnesses; eyewitnesses who were willing to
die for their belief that Jesus rose from the dead and said He would return.

Acts 5:3032 (Peter's stament): "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to
death by hanging Him on a cross. He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince
and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sinaefared withesses tiiese

things and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him."

2 Peter 1:16 (Peter's statemengor' we did not follow cleverly devised taleghen we made
known to you the powesind coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, kg were eyewwnhesse®f His
majesty."

| John 1:12 (John's statement)What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life
and the life was manifested, an&@ have seenna bear withesand proclaim to you the eternal

life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us."

Acts 4:33 (comment f r omthéapdstes were Giving ditnegstbthe gr e a
resurrectiorof the Lord Jesus, and abundant gracemwvason t hem al | . 0
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e) It was also foretold that there would be those who claimed that Jesus would
not return.

Peter3:34: A Know t hi @thélast dayws mackers aill domethtthkiramocking,
following after theirownlustand saying, OWhere i sForeverssingger omi S €
the fathers fell asl eep, al | continues just a

Matthew 24:4851: "But if that evil slave says in his hedMy master $ not coming for a long
time, and shall begin to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; the master of
that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not
know, and shall cut him in pieces and assign a place with the hypocrites; weeping shall be
there and the gnashing of teeth. o
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Peter3:89: #ABut do not | et this one fact escape Yy
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as odddayrd is not slow about His promise,

as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, notngigbi any to perish but for all to

come to repentanceo
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2. How do we know Jesus has not already returned?
3. How will Jesus return?

There are those who claim that Jesus has already returned. One such glmupdlovah
Witnesses. The Watchtowelaim that Jesus returned invisibly in 1914. Consider the following
from the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society:

1 The Greatest Mar1991, page 138°F Pg-446)
"After the passing of many more years, Jesus provideses sdrvisions to his beloved apostle,
John. By means of these visions that John describes in the Bible book of Revelation, he, in

effect, |l ives to see Jesus return in Kingdon
transported f cer varrd 'isn dtaiyme tWhadt hHh s this O6day
AA careful study of Bible prophecies, i ncl uc

reveals that o6t he L o-makihgsyead®l4pyeshvetigiatins generationh e h i
So it was in 1914 that Jesusturned invisibly, without public fanfare and with only his faithful
servants being aware of his retuimthat year Jehovah gave Jesus the command to go subduing

in the midst" of his enemies! o

1 Reasoning from the Scripturgsage 3437PF Pg-343)
" What is indicat ed Whenandagdlaoeuidirs @tRick tloud or abouve ithe i t vy
clouds, people on the ground usually cannot see it, although they may hear the roar of the
engines. Jehovah told Moses: 6ek dichnot see @adi butg t o
that cloud indicated Jehovah's invisible presence (Exodus 19:9; see also Leviticus 16:2; Numbers
11:25). If Christ were to appear visibly inthe heavéns, i s obvious that not
see him. If he appeared over Ausaafor example, he would not be visible in Europe, Africa,
and the Americas, would he?

Al n what sense wil/|l ‘every eye see him 2?2 T
invisibly present. Also referring to sight that is not physical, John @gdrts: "Jesus said to [the
Pharisees]: "I'f you were blind, you would ha
remains.” (Compare Romans 1:20.) Following Christ's return, some persons show faith; they

recognize the sign of his presence. Otheextdhe evidence, but when Christ goes into action as
God's executioner of the wicked, even they will discern from the manifestation of his power that
the destruction is nd¥ from men but from heav
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There are a couple of reasons why we should not accept the previous teachings of the
Watchtower Bible & Tract Society. The Jehovah Witnesses teach that Jesus is Michael the
archangel, who is a created being and inferior to Jehovah. They also teach that Jehovah is the
only Almighty God, while Jesus is only a mighty god who should not be worshipped. In the

Bi ble we are warned of false Cémjsb6é6See nitAadi O e
one misleads you. For many will come in My name, saying, 'l am the Christ,” and will mislead
many. 60 (Matthew 24: 4

The Jesus in the Bible is not Michael the archangel, or a created being. In fact, He is the creator,
almighty God one with Jehovah. Jesus is also worshipped in the Bible; the Father told the angels
to worship Him. (Referencder all of were given earliefThe point is that Jehovah Witnesses do

not teach the Jesus of the BiBlethey teach another Jesus, or a fé@beist. We should not trust

their doctrine when they are so far off on the fundamentals.

Topic Index

The Bible gives us information as to how Jesus will returnWhen we look at how Jesus will
return it gives us insight to judge as to whether or not He returned invisibly in 1914, as claimed
by the Jehovah Witnesses.

A Jesus will return on a cloud.

This was actually first foretold by Daniel before Jesus was loomgjfied, and resurrected from
the dead.

Daniel 7:1314: "I kept looking in the night visions, and behalth the clouds of heaven One

like a Son of Man was comingnd He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before
Him. And to Him was give dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and
men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not
pass away; and His kingdom is one which wil/|

Matt hew 24: 3ltesigniofthe San ofdMant whll @ppeat in the sky, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky
with power and great glory. o (See also JMatthe
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A Jesus left bodily and visibly with a cloud and will return the same way.

Acts 1:91 1 : AnAnd after He had said these things,
and a cloud received Him out ofeih sight And asthey were gazing intently into the sky while

He was departinghehold, two men in white clothing stood beside them; and they also said,
6Men of Galil ee, why do Thisdasus,svhoehastheeh takerkup flogn i n't
you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into .héaven
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How did Jesus leave? He left bodily and visibly with a cloud. Whether those watching could see
Jesus in or on the cloud, this passage does not say. Jesus did go out of their sight, but was it
immediately upon being received by the cloud, or as they WEEng intently into the sky

while He was departin@ They obviously saw something that they were watching as Jesus
departed. The two men in white clothing even acknowledged that'wedghed" Him go into

heaven For clarification we will have to look atleer Scripture on the same subject. We are told

here that this same Jesus who ascended into heaven will come back, and in the same manner in
which He left. | emphasize that Jesus kedtily because we are told that "this Jesus" is the one

who will return.
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A The Bible teaches that Jesus rose from the dead in the same physical body in which
He died.
John 2:1& 2 "The Jews therefore answered and sali
seeing that Y oJesudnswetehandaidto themiomes? @ oy t hi s t el
51t

in three days I will raise itup6 The Jews t heryesixgearsto buddithis, ol
templ e, and wil |l Y ou rHa was epeaking ofitipe temple of His e e d
body. When therefore He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said

this; and they believed the Scripture, andthewotdi ch Jesus had spoken.

When Jesus made this statement He had a physical body of flesh and bones. This is the temple or
body that He said He would raise in three days. Since Jesus said He would raise this physical
body, reason and logic tells us it wasphysical body, not a spiritual body that was to be
resurrected. We can see in Psalm 16:10, Acts-227and 13:3488 this body would never
undergo decay. What is the purpose of preserving the body if it is not raised from the dead and
being used? Jeswisok great pains to show that it was He himself who rose from the dead, and
not a spirit. Let us consider the following Scripture:

Luke 24:394 3 :See"My handsind My feet, thatit is | Myself, touch Me and see, fa spirit

does not have flesh and boresyou see that | havedd And when He had said
them His hands and His feet. And while they still could not believe it for joy and were
marveling, He said to them, OHave you anythir
broiled fish;and He took it and ate it before them."

Everything Jesus offered them for evidence of His resurrection was of the physical nature. He
spoke to them to them so they could hear and recognize His voice. Jesus showed His wounds
from the crucifixion, invitig them to touch Him. In John 20:27 Jesus told Thomas to put his
finger into the wounds in His hands and to put his hand into His side. Jesus purposely asked
them for something to eat, and ate fish in front of them. Jesus declared that a spirit did mot have
body of flesh and bones as He had. He did things like this on several occasions over a period of
forty days.It is this Jesus, who had His same physical body in which He died, that they watched
bodily ascend into heaven in Acts 1:9
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| also stated that we would look at other Scripture to show His return is visible:

Revel ation 1: 7: i Behol d, evdiyeye iwill see bimm evergthosei t h t
who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn overHmMEv en s o . Amen. 0

Following istheSt r ong 6 s Gr aefikitionDof thet worl fieseryin Revelation 1:7:

Nn3956 prelsding afl the forms of declensip@apparently a primary word; all, any,
every,the whole KJV & all (manner of, means), always], any (one), X daily, + ever, every
(one, way), asmanyas,+nohi ng), X thoroughly, Whatsoever,

"Every" eye will see Him: thisncludes everyone, even nonbelievérsas well as'even tlose

who pierced hirh How can this be interpreted &snly his faithful servants being aware of his
return’, as we are told iThe Greatest Maby the Watchtower? If the seeing is not literal then
the phraséevery eye shall see Hinmieans nothing. This paage also tells us that at His return
"all the tribes of the earth will mourn over HimWhy would "all the tribes of the earth will
mourn over Him if they had no idea that Jesus returned, and did not even believe in HIm? When
Watchtower claims that Jesweturned in 1914, the claim does not include the mourning of all
the tribes of the earth.

In the Bible, Peter connects the fact that there were eyewitnesses to the resurrection of Jesus,
with His coming again. The Greek word that Peter chose to uses aranslated ag&oming"in
the following passage indicates a physical coming.

2 Peter 1:16: AFor we did not follow cleverl
power anccoming of our Lord Jesus Christutwe were eyewitnessesf Hi s maj esty. O

{ GNRPY I Q& DNSSSHA Y5330 (iAk2AyE NGBO 2 Y A yaB-seetah) from thepprasent LI NP dza A
participle of 3918; a being near, i.e. advent (often, return; specifically, of Christ to punish Jerusalem, or
finally the wicked)(byimplication) physically, aspedtJ 02 YAy 35 EINB&aSy OS o

CKIF2SNRA REFRANVBARIXNKEKE al YS DNHAptesescd NR comidg, ano dp H LIk
arrival, an adventthe future visible return from heaven of Jestis raise the dead, to holthe last
2dzZRAYSYyd YR aS8Si0 dzLJ F2NXI € & | yR 3Fft2NR2dzat & GKS

In 2 Corinthians 74, the Apostle Paul used this same Greek word (3952) when telling the
Corinthians of the coming of his frimfortdd Ti t us
us by the coming of Titus; and not only by b@ming but also by the comfort with which he

was comforted in you, as he reported to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so
that | rejoiced even more.o

Clearly the return of Jesus Cétriwill be physical in nature, the same as the coming of Titus to
see the Apostle Paul was physical in nature. That which is physical in nature can be literally
seen. To see the return of Jesus Christ will not be just a matter of faith. Believers and
nonbdievers alike will literally be able to see His return.
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Matthew 24:2627: "If therefore they say to you, 'Behold, He is in the wilderness," do not go

forth, or, 'Behold, He is in the inner roondy not believe them. For just as the lightning comes

from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall thegofihe Son of Manbed ( See al s
Luke 17:2224.)

I n this passage, the disciples were told not
or Aover thered. Why shouldn't they believe t
the lightning, and will be both sudden and visible. Jesus used this example so that they would
know with certainty whether He had returned.

Remember this Watchtower teaching from page 343eafsoning from the Scriptutgs| f Chr i st
were to appear visibly inhe heavens, t i s obvious that n ot bever
appeared over Australia, for example, he would not be visible in Europe, Africa, and the
Americas, would Hg §*° (FPF Pg-343)

At first glance this sounds like a reasonable argument. The only problem is that it limits God to
what we are able to understand with our human understanding. In the beginning of the Bible we
are told that God spoke, and the universe came into existetioendt know anybody who can
explain how this really worked. We do know that this is what the Bible teaches. We also know
that many scientists also believe in a beginning of the universe. They call it "the big bang
theory” Well, the Bible knew of the begning of the universe long before scientists even
imagined such a possibility. The Bible is confirmed by archaeology and fulfilled prophecy,
giving us reasonable evidence to trust it. So the questions that remain are, does the Bible teach
that the return oJesus Christ will be a secret to many? Or does the Bible teach that every eye
shall literally see Him when He returns, including nonbelievers? And finally, can God
accomplish something that goes beyond our understanding?

Watchtower also usedtheargume t hat fcl oudso i n DoeseaclBudbl e i |
necessarily mean invisibility?

Luke 21:27: "And therthey will see the Son of Man coming in a clowdh power and great
gl ory. o

If this cloud equals invisibility, then how is itthatthe see t he Son of Mar
the cloudo?

Revel ation 14:14: fi A white doud) amd sittegion the clodd wasedmne | d |,
likcasonofman having a golden crown on His head, al

If the cloud in this versevere invisible, how would John see one like the son of man, sitting on
the cloud?

Revel at i onlsdwvGnother stiony mrhel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a
cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the surisdeet like pillars
of fire.0
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How would John seiethha ahgedo ficiirvisikle® @t wc | o1

Revelation 11:111 2 : ARAnd after the three and a half de
them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were beholding them. And
they heard a | oud voice fr one.hbe aAiredh tshaeyyi nwge nt
heaverin the cloud, and their enemies beheld thetn

| f this c¢cloud were invisible, how would their
into heaven in a cloud?

These verses make it fairly obvious that use of the icdodld” does not necessarily mean that
something is hidden or invisible.

Topic Index

4. When will Jesus return?

It is amazing when people try to attach a specific date to the return of Jesus Christ. This
mistake hagxposed false prophets on a few occasions. The Bible not only does not give us a
date, but is very clear on the facathwve will not knowthedayaf e sus o6 r et urn. Al t h
not know the day of Jesusd r et ubefare Heweturngd o know
Often the debate among Christians is not so much as to when Jesus will return, but rather the
time of the rapture.

Topic Index
No one knows the day or hour when Jesus will return.

Luke 12:40: "Youtoo, be readyfor the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not
expect’

Mark 13:3233: "But of that day or hour no one knowsot even the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but the Father alone. Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not knoth&/hppointed
ti me is. o

Acts 1:67 : AAnd so when they had come together, t
this time You are restoring the kingdom to | ¢
times or epochs which the Fathnes fixed by His own authority 6 0

1 Thessalonians 53 : ANow as to the times and the epo
anything to be written to you. For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will
come just like a thief in the night. Whiteth ey ar e sayi ng, 0OPeace and

will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not
escape. o
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We do know that certain events will take place before Jesus returns.

Matthew 24:1831: (15) "Thereforewhen you see the abomination of desolation which was
spoken of througianiel the prophet, standing in the holy plélet the reader understand)6)

then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountéi¥jet him who is on the housetop not go
down to get the things out that are in his ho($8) and let him who is ithe field not turn back

to get his cloak(19) But woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those
days!(20) But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabl§2f)for then there

will be a great tribulation, sucts@as not occurred since the beginning of the world until now,
nor ever shall(22) And unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but
for the sake of the elect those days shall be cut 2@ Then if anyone says to you, 'Bétio

here is the Christ,' or 'There He is,’ do not believe (@#) For false Christs and false prophets

will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.
(25) Behold, | have told you in advand@6) If therdore they say to you, '‘Behold, He is in the
wilderness,' do not go forth, or, 'Behold, He is in the inner rooms," do not believe (®érfor

just as the lightning comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the
Son of Manbe. (28) Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gait2®). But immediately

after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavdinsenshaken(30) and then

the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the ,sapd then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
andthey will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of thewakty power and great glory.

(31) And He will send forth His areds with a great trumpet and they will gather together His
elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

I n this passage in Matthew it i theabdminationot hat t
desolation which was spoken thfrough Daniel the proph{verse 15)Fur t her mor e, Ch
ret ur n wialbreat tiibalatienf such as hds not occurred since the beginning of the world

until now, nor ever shall(verse 21)Fi nal | y, t hwhenteetsunwii bealageed,r s

and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the
heavens will be shakéifverse 29).

Some people believed that perhaps Jesus had already returned in the Apostle Paul's day. Paul
reminds them that ciin events must first take place in the following passage.

2 Thessalonians 23 : ANow we r e q umdhsrégard to the conbing eftobtr Lardh |,

Jesus Christand our gathering together to Him, that you may not be quickly shaken from your
composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or aketfdrom us, to the effect

that the day of the Lord has coniet no one in any way deceive you, fowitl not come unless

the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who
opposes and exalts himself above evergated god or object of worship, so that he takes his

seat in the temple of God, displaying hinfissed being GodDo you not remember that while |

was still with you, |l was telling you these t
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The time of the rapture in relation to the Second Coming of the Lord is debated.

Christians often refer to Athe raptureo when
the Bible; rather it comes fno the Latin, which in our English Bible is translated as "caught up".

I n 1 Thessalonians 4: 17, Acaught wupo literaldl
out or to snatch away.

1 Thessalonians 4:367: A For t he Lor d mtheaven with & shout, With thel e s c e
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then

we who are alive and remain shall ¢eught up together with them in the clouds to meet the

Lord in the air, andthuswe shal al ways be with the Lord. o

There are those who believe that the rapture,
period of the Great Tribulation spoken of in Matthew Chapter 24. Others believe that the rapture

will take place in the middle of this time period. The third aidest view is that the rapture will

occur at the same time as the Second Coming of Christ, at the end of the Tribulation. The point is
not so muctwhenthe rapture will happen, but rather the fact thatilit happen. Whichever view

you take concerninthe rapture will not change the Second Coming of Christ. It is not our

purpose to debate the timing of the raptubut rather to point out thaesus will return.

Topic Index

5. Why will Jesus return?

| am not aware foa Biblical passage which states that Jesus is going to return for any particular
reason. However, we can discover why Jesus is going to return by examining what He is going to
do when He returns. For example, if your wife went to the store and you tdkthavw why, but

when she came home she had a loaf of bread and some milk, then you would reach the
conclusion that she went to the store to buy bread and milk. The Bible does tell us what Jesus is
going to do when he comes back.

Topic Index

Coming to judge the world (punishment and reward).

Matthew 16:242 7 : AThen Jesus said to His disciples
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wishes to skfeeshiall

lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it. For what will a man be profited, if he

gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

For the Son of Man is going to conrethe glory of His Father with His angelsnd will then
recompense every man according to his de€d®
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2 Thessalonians:@-1 0 : i F o it is anlytjust for God to repay with affliction those who

afflict you, and to give relief to yowho are afflicted and to us as welhen the Lord Jesus shall

be revealed from heavemth His mighty angels in flaming firedealing ot retribution to those

who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Aedukese will

pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of

His powerwhen He comes to be glorified His saints on that dagnd to be marveled at among
allwho have believed f or our testi mony to you was believ

1 Pet er wvhendthe Chief 8hdpherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of
glory. 0

Revelation 3: 11: hdéldfastwhat goo mavenigordgruhaton& éng take your
crown. o0

Revelation 22:12:Behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every
man according to what he has done
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Coming for his followers:

John 14:23: "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would have told
you; for | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place fot wali,come
again, and receive you to Myself; that whegan, there you may be als®

He b r e wssoGhrisPai&o, hafiing been offered once to bear the sins of nstayl, appear a
second time for salvatiomithout reference to sio those who eagerly await Himo

1 Thessalonians 4467 : fA For tybuibwthewerd of theylLordl, that we who are alive,

and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen Bsigbp.

Lord Himself will descend from heavevith a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with

the trumpebf God; and the dead in Christ shall rise fifldten we who are alive and remain

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall
always be with the Lord 6
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6. Where will Jesus return?

To return implies that one first left. Jesus left earth and went to heaven. When He returns He will
come back to planet earth (Acts 1:11, Matthew 24:30, Mark 16:19, Romans 8:34). The question
remainswhereon planet earth will He return?

Zechariah 14:0:. (1) Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you
will be divided among you(2) For | will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and
the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished, and halfciy thxiled,

but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the gi8y.Then the LORD will go forth and

fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of b@ftland in_that day His feet

will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is infront of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount

of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the
mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the sg@)tAnd you will flee

by the valley 6 My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will
flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD,
my God, will comeand all the holy ones with Hin{b6) And it will come abouin that daythat

there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindIl€Z) For it will be a unique dawhich is known

to the LORD, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be
light. (8) And it will come aboutn that daythat living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of
them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea; it will be in summer as
well as in winter(9) And the LORD will be king over all the eartim; that daythe LORD will be
theonyone and Hi s name the only one. 0

In the text we see that "the LORD, my God, will coaued all the holy ones with Hirffj!"And

the LORD will be king over all the eartim that daythe LORD will be the only onéThis is our
indication that the text is speaking of the day in which the Lord returns (compare with 1
Thessalonians 3:13 and Revelation 11:15). The repeating of the phrase "in that day" informs us
that the passage is speaking of what will happen dtiisglay, not what will happen over

several days or weeks.
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7. Application

The Bible gives us direction in the way that we should behave in many areas of our life. | have
selected a few of these passages that are tied directly to His return in the context.

1 Corinthi an 9o nbtgb on pdasding pidgmdmioreghe timebut wait until the
Lord comeswho will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the
motives of men's hearts; and then each man's

1 Corinthians 11: 26: AFor as often as you ea
Lord's deathuntil He comes 0

I John 2:28: i A n dbide io Wim, sé that whiereHe @agpéats.dwe enay, have
confidenceand not shrink away from Hinmishameat His coming 0

Peter 3:81 4 (8) Biit do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as o) dée Lord is not slow about His
promise, as some count slownesg,ibypatient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for
all to come to repentanc€l0) But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the
heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the
eath and its works will be burned ufll) Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way,
what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godlir{@3,looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heaitehe destroyed by
burning, and the elements will melt with intense h€E8) But according to His promise we are
looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dtdl)sTherefore,
beloved, since you look for these things, be diigto be found by Him in peace, spotless and
blameless 0

Topic Index
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Is the Bible true? Is there any evidence for it? Why should | believe the Bible? These are good
guestions that people ask and there are good answers. Yes it is true and there is evidence. It is not
a blind faith. You do not need to throw your brains oetwhindow to be a Christian.

Youcanclickofil s t he Bi bl e todtad reMliong atlthedoégingsad thi®topic
or use the topimdex to jump to the part that interest you most.

Topic Index
Is the Bible the word ofGod?
Overview of content in this section is as follows:

IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD?(pg. 105)

Definition of the word "inspired"(pg. 105)

What about other books that claim to be the word of God?
Each section in this part is contrasted to the Book of Morr(pan 105)

It's contents should be beyond the ability of mans writing creatifgty 106)

It should be able to withstand the test of timd attacks of critics(pg. 106)

Quote from Time magazinépg. 106)

The historical part of it should be able to be confirmed with archeology, it should be historically
accurate. (pg. 107)

Its prophetic messages should not be able to be proven fatsel08)

Science should not be able to prove its message to be ufpigu&09)

Since the book claims to be ancient there should be some saahasarmipt evidence verifying
its transmission of the text to be accurdpg.109)

Its message should have the ability to change people's (pge$11)
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Prophecy in the Bible shows its authenticity (pg. 112)

Daniel part 1

The dating of the book of Daniel

Test of a prophet(pg.112)

Late dating th&ook of Daniel (pg.112)

Date of the Septuagint(pg. 113)

Josephus dating Danigpg. 114)

Is Josephus reliable®g.114)

Dating Nebuchadnezzafpg. 115)

Dating Daniel with Ezekiel(pg. 116)

Daniel according to Jesus and P4pb. 116)

Websterdés Family En(pgyle7) opedi a d
Eastonds Bi bl elanguagetofiDanelpy.1t7) and t
Context claims Daniel as the auth@rg. 118)

Summary of Daniel Part Xpg.120)

Interesting Quotegpg.121)

at
he

Daniel Part 2

World historytold in advance and proven accurgigy. 122)
God placed Nebuchadnezzar in powgey. 122)
Nebuchadnez@gir2 s dr eam
Interpretation of the dreangpg. 123)

Introducing the Medes & Persiangg. 124)

Those who question Belshazzgyg.124)

So what really took place in history®g. 126)

Introducing the kingdom of Greecgg. 129)

The Roman Empire(pg. 131)

A divided empire (pg. 132)

In the days of those kings a kingdom that will last foreyey. 134)
Why is any of this importantZpg. 138)

The Bible Reveals Scientific Fact Prior to Human Discovery(pg. 139)
The earth suspended in spa¢pg. 139)

Does air have weight?pg. 139)

Life of the flesh is in the bloodpg. 140)

The hydrological cycle(pg.140)

Springs in the ocean floo(pg.141)

Jet streams(pg.141)

Stretching out the heaven®g. 142)
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IS THE BIBLE REALLY THE WORD OF GOD?
What about other books that are claimed to be the word of God?

Letdbs start by |l ooking to see what t he Bi bl e
emphasis in this section are mine): 2 Timothy 3tT&@ "All Scripture is inspired by Godnd

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for trainingighteousness; that the man of

God may be adequate, equipped for every good work."

The word"inspired " here in the Greek litally means "divinely breathédy God. What does
Godbreathed mean? God spoke through men to say exactly what He wantgdAbtea same

time He allowed us to see the personality of the writer without deviating from the message that
He wanted put forth. So every word in our Greek and Hebrew Bible is really from God. Of
course, that is quite a claim, and it is reasonable daresne to question why they should
believe this. Just because somesagsthat a book is the Word of God, or even if the Bible
claims to be in its own text, should we believe that this is true? Mormons tell us that the Book of
Mormon is also the Word of God. If a book (or set of books) is actually the Word of God, there
shouldbe some sort of evidence to validate such a claim.

Topic Index

Letds subject bBodkbfMorimarto tiBeifoiowiag testn Tthe ttudr \Word of God
should:

1) Be beyond the abieativityyy of manés writing cr

2) Be able to withstand the test of time and attacks of critics;

3) Be able to verify its historical claims with evidence from archaeology;

4) Be able to show evidence of past fulfilment of its prophecies (the prophetic messages
should not proven false);

5) Be scientifically sound;

6) Be able toprove claims of ancient text and veriitg transmission of the text to be
accurate;

7) Be life-changing in its message.

As | will show, the Bible can pass all of these tests, validating its claim of being the Word of
God. Conversely, thBook of Mormorfails several of these tests.

105



Table of Contentspg 1, 2, 3, 4
Topic Index

1) Be beyond the ability of mandés writing cre
It should be remembered that the Bible is not just one book. The Bible actually contahséxsixty

books, from at least forty different authors. ThelBitovers a timeapan of fewthousand year

The authors lived in different centurids.was written on three different continerds Africa,

Asia, and Europe. The authors of these books were from different backgrounds and lifestyles,
and included a doctor, kings, a fisherman, and aRtetiseeThe Bible was also written in

three different languages Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greek. In theory, it would seem impossible

to get this many peopk@ from different walks of life, different countries, diverse cultures, time
frames, and languagés to agree whout conflict on controversial subjects such as God, sin,

and salvation. And yet it happenéd with so much harmony that each book is not really
complete without the other. These books together have one central theme (Jesus): the coming of
the Messiah, K4 arrival and work, and looking for His return. This would seem impossible

unl ess one mind is controlling tRéetemkframet . Th
is such a long period and the authors lived in different centuMas simply doesot live that

long. What other set of books can make such a claim as this?

The Book of Mormonannot claim thi® at least not in any way that can be verified, because it

has no known ancient manuscripts. Unlike the Bible, it can't be shown thatntiemtsoof the

book cover any large time period. How do we know Alma, Nephi, or any of the characters
mentioned actually existed long ago? Without any manuscripts f@&dble of Mormonwe have

no way of proving that Joseph Smith is not the author ofritieeebook. Some have claimed that

a man could not write f ant asThhe lHobbitlsknowihisgdet ai |
indeed possible.
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2) Be able to withstand the test of time andttacks of critics.

People have attackedetiBible for a couple of hundregkars. Yet it has not been proven untrue
in any of its teachings or historyime Magazinenade an interesting statement that | would like
to quote.

From Time Magazine December B, 1974 "After more than two centuries of facing the

heaviest scientific guns that could be brought to bear, the bible has survived and [is] perhaps
better for the siege even on the criticsodo ow
acceptabl@ow than they did when the rationalists began the atfdck."

On the other hand, numerous books have been written proving that the cornftbet Bdok of
Mormonhas no historical significanc&he Book of Mormohas nothing to validate its claims.
The fad is, in many wayg he Book of Mormors proven unreliable. I'll mention just a couple of
books that show thi8 Archeology and The Book of Mormbw Jerald and Sandra Tanner, and
Are the Mormon Scriptures Reliabl8y Harry L.Ropp.
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3 ) Be able to verify its historical claims with evidence from archaeology.

There are numerous books that are full of archaeological discoveries confirming the historical
accuracy of the Bible. | cite here just one archaeological discovery confirming the Bible's
accuracyd all the way back to some of the content in the book ofeGisnThe city of Ebla was
discovered in an archaeological dig around Jerusalem. Between 1968 and 1972, archaeologists
found 16,642 clay tablets. The tablets have been dated back to about 2,300 BC. There are
several cities mentioned on these tablets #énatalso mentioned in the Bible, such as Adma,
Zeboim, Zoar, Damascus, Jerusalem, Carchemish, Dor, Hazor, Megiddo, Lachish, Gaza, Sinali,
Joppa, Harran, Ashdod, and, the ones | find the most interesting: Sodom and Gomorrah. These
two cities have never bedocatedd because as we read in Genesis, God destroyed them. Yet
we know that they really existed because they are mentioned in the tablets discovered in Ebla.
Evidently, Ebla had a trading enterprise with Sodom and Gomorrah. The tablets also confirm the
existence of the Assyrians, the Hittites, and the Canaanites. More detail can be found in a book
by Dr. Clifford Wilson titled The Ebla TabletsThere was also an article concerning Ebla in
Time Magazinen Oct. 18, 1976.

The Book of Mormoris allegedly dout a people of Jewish descent that migrated to North
America before Christ. We find thisephtSmith. D. S
History 1:3 and 34; also known alseph Smith,21:3 and 34) All other references are in

L.D.S Scripture th&ook of Mormort These people supposedly grew into a great nation. There
were so many people that they spread out upon the face of the land. These people had buildings,
machinery, and metals includirsteel (Jarom 1:8).They had all manner of tools (Ether 10:25).
They hadsilks, gold, silver, horses, and various other animals, including elephants (Ether 9:16
19). There were so many people they could be found from coast to coast (Helaman 3:8). They
had warsvhere as many as 10,000 people died in a single battle (Mormon 6:11). Not only were
there people from coast to coast, but there were buildings as well. (Mormon 1:7). The people
built ships, Temples, synagogues, and more (Helaman 3:14). The people haetaryrsystem,

which included lots of different types of coins (Alma 119). It is hard to imagine that a people

that were spread from coast to coast, and who built ships, buildings, machinery, and 8o forth
could simply disappear and not leave any tr&® one archaeological discovery has ever been
linked directly to the contents of tiBook of MormonThe Smithsonian Institute even states that

the American Indians did not have horses. Silk and steel were not used in the New World before
1492.

Following is an excerpt fronEncyclopedia of Mormonism Vol . 1, l i sting for
AArchaeol ogi cal data from the ancient Near E
support and to discredit ti@ook of Mormon Many scholars seeo support for theéBook of

Mormonin the archaeological recordsinceno one has found any inscriptional evidence for, or

material remains that can be tied directly to, any of the persons, places, or things mentioned in
the book (Smith®onian Institution)od.
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Another reason to question the historical accuracy ofBibek of Mormonis a discrepancy
between its information and that of the Bible (which, remember, has already been verified
archaeologically), The Bible declares that Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2,
Matthew 2:1); but th&ook of Mormors ay s t h a twouldebs at 3ecusalemn (Alima 7:10).

Topic Index

4) Be able to show evidence of past fulfilment of its prophecies (the prophetic messages
should not be proven false).

The Bible contains hundreds of prophecies, some of which are yet regarding thefuune

many of which have already have been proven to be true. In addition, the Bible has never been
proven wrong in any of its prophetic messages. Here is one examal@rophetic message
which came true.

1 lIsaiah 44:2815:1”It is | who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd! And he will perform all
My desire." And he declares of Jerusalem, 'She will be built,’ and of the temple, "Your
foundation will be laid.' Thus says th©RD to Cyrus His anointed, whom | have taken
by the right hand, to subdue nations before him, and to loose the loins of kings; to open
doors before him so that gates wil/| not be

Note that Cyrus is mentioned by name, although at this point heobh@&ven been born. What's

also interesting about this prophetic message is that at the time Isaiah wrote this, the city was not
yet destroyed and the temple was still standing. Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, came
along and destroyed the city ab@uhundred years later. About 160 years after Isaiah's writing
the temple was completed, because a Persian king named Cyrus gave the decree to rebuild the
city and the templeThe American Peoples Encyclopediol.11, (page 395) dates the time of
Isaiah'sdeath at abou668 BC. The same volume on page 611 states that Nebuchadnezzar
destroyed the city and the templ&&® BC In Vol. 6 (pages 68889) of The American Peoples
Encyclopedia we find that Cyrus liberated the Jews and allowed them to returnbtildre
Jerusalem and even restored sacred vessels taken from the temple. This took plac&38round
BC; the new temple was completedsh5 BC(Vol.11, page 611)*'

In all fairness | cannot say that | am familiar with any proven false prophecies thigiBook of
Mormonitself. However, there is also no evidence to support that the people or places written
about in theBook of Mormorever existed. There are no ancient manuscripts foBduk of
Mormon There is no archaeological confirmation of anyghin theBook of MormonWe are

left pretty much taking Joseph Smith's word for everything. Joseph Smith made numerous
prophecies that are recorded in other books whainbe proven false. One example can be
found in theDoctrine and CovenantsSection 841-5F There Smith prophesied that a temple
would be built in the western boundaries in the state of Missouri, and dedicated by his own hand
during the generation of those living in 1832.
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The Mormons failed to build such a temple during Joseph Smith's lifetime, making him a false
prophet. According to the Bible, a true prophet of God must be correct 100 pafrteattime.

This is because God is the one who causes a trulygived prophecy to come to pass
(Deuteronomy 18:1-22, Ezekiel 12:225, Habakkuk 2:23).

Topic Index

5) Be scientifically sound.

Most informel Christians will readily admit the Bible is not a science textbook. While the Bible
cannot be proven to be the Word of God based solely on s@enusther does science refute

the Bible. They are in harmony in areas where they do meet. But, the Biblerittes to reveal

God to mankind, not science. | would like to mention one area where science and the Bible do
meet together. Consider Job 26:7: "He stretches out the north over emptyasgphbangs the

earth on nothing Keep in mind that Job lived abst 2,000 years before Christ. This idea that

the earth was suspended on nothing was not even considered by scientists for thousands of years
after Job. Now, with our satellites and trips into space, we know this to be true. But this was not
known in Job's day. The Egyptians declared the earth rested on pillars. The Greeks said it was
carried on the back of Atlas. People believed many things, bytdidenot come close to what

we know to be true today, and what Job declared a few thousand years ago.

DNA studies now reveal that tigook of Mormornis incorrect in its claim that the Israelites are

the main ancestors of modern day Native American2008, Living Hope Ministries produced

a 49minute documentary that uses genetic research to challenge fundamental historical claims in

the Book of Mormon A DNA Beok of Mbrim@d ( wr i tten by Joel P. K
Joel P. Kramer and Jeremy Reyes An internet search of this title will produce many options

for those interested in purchasing this video.

Topic Index

6) Be able tqorove claims of ancient text and verifg transmission of the text twe accurate;

It is natural to question how we know that what we have in our Bible today is the same as what

was originally written. Many people make the mistake of assuming that errors have crept in
during the transmission of thiecltexef Fart k& asn
believe the Bible to be the word of Godso far as it is translated correctlye also believe the

Book of Mormorio be the word of God". Mormons teach that the Catholic Church has perverted

much of the Bible, ignoring an abuartte of manuscript evidence, some of whichdqates the

Catholic Church.
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We need to remember that the Bible was originally written in Greek and Hébneet English.

Many have wondered why there are so many versions of the Bible: because when translating a
book from one language to another, scholars will differ slightly on wbaice and sentence
structure. Also, the English language itself has evolved since the King James Version of the
Bi ble was produced. We simply do not talk 1in
the many different versions, however, we find thespage and doctrines are the same in all of

the legitimate translations.

Since our English Bibles are transl ated from
narrow focus to that. How do we know that the Greek and Hebrew did not change as it was
passed down through time, before we translated it into English? This is wiaenescript
evidence becomes important. There is far more manuscript evidence to support the writings of
the Bible than any other ancient history that is known in the world today. There are more than
5,300 known Greek manuscripts for the New Testamens. i§hmore than enough to compare to

our Greek text today. There is also further confirmation from the 10,000 manuscripts of the Latin
Vulgate. If this was not enough, there are 9,300 earlier manuscripts. Even without all of this
evidence, the vast majoritf the New Testament could be reconstructed from the writings of the
early church fathers. These are the men who studied directly under the Apostles, and the people
two studied under them. They did a lot of writing quoting the Apostles. It is true Kiaalte
variances can be found in these manuscripts. The vast majority of these discrepancies concern
minor things, such as spellinjone of the discrepancies change anything in the teachings or
message of the Bible.

We do not have a large number of msenipts for the Old Testament like we do the New
Testament. There are two reasons for this. First, the further back you go, the more things are
destroyed by a natural aging. Second, the people themselves destroyed any copy of the Old
Testament that was neerfect. To them, the copying of the text was extremely sacred. There
was a ritual that had to be followed in every detail. If the columns were not of equal size
throughout the manuscript, the entire copy was destroyed. One of the greatest proofs of the
reliability of the Old Testament is the Dead Sea Scrolls, which were discovered in 1947. These
scrolls contained a portion of every book in the Old Testament with the exception of Esther. The
entire book of Isaiah was found here also. When examined, theds £onfirmed that the
Hebrew text we have today has not chanfgech that of antiquity. It is also important to realize

that these scrolls date back to before the time when Jesus Christ was here. Jesus seemed to view
the text they had as accurate. Gdesthe following passages spoken by Jesus.

1 Matthew 5:18: "For truly | say to you, until heaven and earth pass awathe smallest

l etter or stroke shal/l pass away from the
T Luke 24:25: AiAnd He nseaand slotv of heaathte believednll thad o | i s
the prophets have spoken! 80
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In both cases Jesus was referring to the wri@EhTestament. His statements certainly showed

that He believed their text to be reliable. The Dead Sea Scrolls date back before Jesus' time,
which has proven our Hebrew text today is the same. Certainly since we have the same Hebrew
textthattheyhadidesus 6 day, we also should consider i

There is no known ancient manuscript that shows evidence fdBdbk of Mormon Joseph

Smith claimed to have translated it from some gold plates which, conveniently, disapbeared

and there is no othergof. The earliest copy of tHeook of Mormorknown is from the 1800s.
Comparing theBook of Mormontoday to theBook of Mormonof the 1800s, nearly 4,000
changes can be shown. Some of them are minor textual changes, while others change meaning
and doctrie. More information and where to purchase this book can be fourttirabrg

Topic Index
7) Be life.changing in its message.

There are those who claim the name of Christianity and then do awful things, even in the name
of God. Still, one cannot deny that millions of people have changed their lives after accepting the
Gospel message of the Bible. We cannot discount the mangrthgenuine just because there

are also some counterfeits.

There are also many Mormons who have changed their lives for the better. | was raised in an
active Mormon family and | can testify to their sincerity. Those who follow their religion are
good peple who deserve respect and admiration. The statement, "There is truth in all religions”,
is true to some extent. Ndyelievers who practice some moral teachings from the Bible will
certainly live better lives than if they did not. And while the MormomiCh also teaches and
practices some good principles, those principles will not get anyone into heaven. We are not
saved on the basis of good deeds, but by God
(John 3:16, Ephesians 21®). A person can beswy sincere and still be wrong (Proverbs 14:12).

The Mormon Church does teach some good Biblical principles, but it does not teach the same
God, Jesus, or salvation that we find in the Bible. We need to remember that people who are
deceived and mislead amet the enemy.

Ephesi arkerousstragdle is riot against flesh and bldmat, against the rulers, against

the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in
t he heavenl y pl aoeaagaidst fAlde dontrinesdrenternbersgtibaathe people
deceived by them are also people who Jesus died for.
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TheBook of Daniel and Prophecy
Part 1, Dating the Book of Daniel

The Bible claims to be the Word of God. In the Bible we are constantly confronted by words that
indicate certain text is Athe word of the Lor
the purposes of prophecy is so that we become confronted with the reality of God. In Scripture

we are often told of something that will take place at some future time; then the prophecy is

followed by "you will know that | am the LORD." It is not unreasoiae t o wonder ; 7 H
know God really said this?06 The sure fulfillm
means in whichwve should test a prophet to see if he is indeed speaking God's words.

1 Deuteronomy 18:2P2: "And you may say in your ha’How shall we know the word
which the LORD has not spokei¥hen a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if
the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not
spoken The prophet has spoken it presumptuously;sy¢ua | | not be afraid

Another test of a prophet: if someone tells us to follow after other gods, he is a false prophet
(Deuteronomy 13:4.)

Fulfilled prophecy not only confronts us with the reality of God, but it also gives us confirmation
thatthe Bible really is the Word of God, as it claims to be. I, for one, am glad that Christianity is

not a "blind faitho. Al though we do use faith
the written word of God.

Topic Index
LATE DATING THE BOOK OF DANIEL

When it comes to prophecy many people try to claim that a fulfilled prophecy was written after
the actual event. This is called il ate dating
God that can forecast the future. The Book of Daniel is-twmdwn for its prophecy, which
accurately foretold events that later took place in history, and goes on to tell us of events that will
still take place in our future and tie in directly with theoR@f Revelation concerning end times

and the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Unfortunately some scholars put inaccurate information
which is based only on their biased opinion into reference works. Accordingaker
Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetitate dating the Book of Daniel did not start due to some
archaeological discovery or historical fact, but rather it was late dated because certain scholars
did not believe in miracles'®® Daniel foretold the future accurately, which is miraculous;
therebre they assumed a later date.
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While reading, remember that on historical timeline, numbers or dates get larger the farther back
you go: BC 600, 500, 400, 300, 200, 100, 1, 100, 200, 300 AD. Following is an example in
which theGrolier Multimedia Encyclopedihas a problem with the date

T "nDani el , a book in t hgeslishdd avith The BldgjoaRmophets byo f t h
Christians and with the Writings (Ketuvim) by the Jews. It comprises six stories of the
trials of Daniel and his companions while they served at the coialoflon, as well as
four visions of the end of the world. The book takes its name, not from the author, who is
actually unknown, but from its hero, &-6entury Jewlnternal evidence indicates that
the book was writen during the Maccabean wars-{i&7BC) .

Topic Index

The "Internal evidence'that most people use to support {d&ting the Book of Daniel is that
Daniel wrote about things in the future that he could not possibly Kndwut God can foredl
the future. As we will see next in ti&rolier Multimedia Encyclopediaxcerpt, it is not possible
for the book of Daniel to have been written during the Maccabean ward 64168C).

1 AThe Septuagint,commonly designated LXX, is the oldeSteek versia of the Old
Testament of the BIBLEhe title "seventy" referring to the tradition that it was the work
of 70 translators (or 72 in some traditiong)he translation was made from the Hebrew
Bible by Hellenistic Jews during the peri@@5100 BCat Alexan d r F'a . o

The problem with this theory is that in the latter of the two dates there is a 108 year gap (275 BC
- 167 BC = 108 years). This would result in the Book of Daniel being translated from Hebrew to
Greek 108 years before the book was actuallytevritEven if we say that Daniel was not written
until 167164 BC, as Grolier's earlier excerpt suggests, we would still have a problem. The
Septuagint is only a translation of older Hebrew manuscripts. This means that the book of Daniel
has to predate theSeptuagint, thus making the dating as found for the Book of Dani&iaher
Multimedia Encyclopeditaccurate. At best one would have to argue that Daniel was written in
167 BC and then translated into the Septuagint in 100 BC, onlysexin yearsaker. It is very
unlikely that the Jews were fooled into accepting the Book of Daniel as authoritative, with
Daniel as the author, if the book had not even existed-sigtyt years earlied and why would

they bother translating the book from Hebrew tedkrif it was not accepted as an authoritative
work?
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Flavius Josephusvas a Jewish historian who lived ADi300. In Chapter 10 cfhe Works of
Josephusve read the following:

T A(186) Nebuchadmerzar, king of Babylaiwok some of the most noble of the
Jews that were childreand the kinsmen of Zedekiah their king, such as were remarkable
for their beauty of their bodies and comeliness of their countenances, and delivered them
into the hands of tutors, and to the improvement to be made by them. He also made some
of them to e eunuchs; (187) which course he took also with those of other nations whom
he had taken in the flower of their age and afforded them their diet from his own table,
and had them instructed in the institutes of the country, and taught the learning of the
Chaldeans; and they had now exercised themselves sufficiently in that wisdom which he
had ordered they should apply themselves to. (M88) among these there were four of
the family of Zedekiah, of most excellent dispositions, the one of whom was called
Danel, another was called Ananias, another Misael, and the fourth Azarias: and the king
of Babylon changed their names, and commanded that they should make use of other
names. (189) Daniel he called Baltasar; Ananias, Shadrach; Misael, Meshach; and
Azarias, A b e d n eP§ (Beedaniel 1:47.) FPF P9 400)

Notice that this early historian places Daniel in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. Furthermore he
gives an account of Daniel and his friends having their names changed by the king. This account
is the sameaas the one we find in the Book of Daniel, indicating that the Biblical account is
historically accurate. The reign of Nebuchadnezzar was nefl@4BC when we are told that

the book of Daniel was written. The reign of Nebuchadnezzar was approximateBC56a05

BC. Are we to really to believe that less than a hundred years after the Maccabean wars this
Jewish historian inaccurately placed Daniel in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar?

Topic Index

Does Josephus havany credibility as a historian?Gr ol i er 6 s seems to t hi

Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia

T AFl avi us, bl AD 3 pd after 93, waa Jewish historian whose works are
invaluable sources for the history of the Jews under Roman dominafioRharisee,
originally named Joseph ben Matthias, he reluctantly joined the revolt against Rome in
AD 66 and served as commander in Galilee until captured by the Romans in 67. Through
the patronage of Vespasian, he later became a Roman citizen. ¥sEpauewish War
(75-79), a description of the tragic events of the revolt, is based to a large extent on his
firsthand knowledge. Hidewish Antiquitieg93), although covering the history of the
Jews from the Creation on, gives a particularly fulloact of the Maccabees and the
dynasty of Herod. Josephus has been criticized for his subservience to the Romans, but he
was a passionate defender of Jewish religion and culture, as shown in his apologia
entitled Against Apion as well as in his historic@ w k% . 0
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Josephus also makes reference to the Book of Daniel in another accourfhieoworks of
Josephus, The Antiquitie$ the Jew¢Book 11, Chapter 8, #8):

"H4. (321) But Sanballat thought he had no
attempt, so he renouncddarius and taking with him seven thousand of his own
subjectshe came to Alexander; and finding him beang the siege of Tyréhe said to
him, that he delivered up to him these men who came out of places under his dominion,
and did gladly accept of him for téord instead of Dariug.>? (PPF Pg-438)

In this context we can see that this is AlexartlerGreat. Then following the context down we
read the following:

1 A ( 3 And hen the book of Daniel was showed him, wherein Daniel declared that
one of the Greeks should destroy the empire of the Persians, he supposed that
himself was the person intendem o P9- 42

Considering that Josephus was a Jewish Historian it is very unlikely that he would have been
fooled into believing that the Book of Daniel existed at the time of Alexander the Great; if in fact

it was only written a hundred years or soliea It seems even more unlikely that he would be
foolish enough to try to tell his readers of this account if he knew the book of Daniel did not exist
at the time of Alexander the Great. This puts the Book of Daniel as already being completed and
acceped about 200 years earlier than the date when it was supposed to have been written
according toGrolier's. Alexander the Great was born around 356 BC @nalier's dated the

Book of Daniel as 16164 BC.

Grolierbds Multimedia Encyclopedi a
1 nAlexander the Great, King of Macedonia.Alexander l1ll, king of Macedonia, the first
king to be called Athe Greato, conquered t

The son of PHILLIP Il and OLYMPIAS, he wdsorn in 356 BCand brought up as
crown frince.d
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We know that the Book of Daniel was not written during the Maccabean ward 66BC) as

theGr ol i er 6 s Mul t idecacks. We Kbowchysbécaupedhed Hebrew manuscripts
containing he Book of Daniel are proven older than that date by the dating of the Septuagint.
Furthermore the early historian Josephus, who is considered an accurate source of information on
the Jews and their religion, dates Daniel in the reign of Nebuchadnd@#rarreign of
Nebuchadnezzar was approximately 561 BE605 BC.
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Encyclopaedia BritannicaCopyright 19941998
1 ANebuchadnezzar Il (b. c. 6307 d. c. 561 BC), the second and greatest king of the
Chaldean dynasty of Babyloniae{gned c. 605c. 1 561 BCO. He was known for his
military might, the splendour of his capital, Babylon, and his important part in Jewish
histar 'y € o

Topic Index

Daniel is also mentioned in the Book of Ezekiel:
i Ezekiel 14:121 6 : AThen the word of the LORD c¢ame

country sins against Me by committing unfaithfulness, asitettch out My hand against
it, destroy its supply of bread, send famine against it, and cut off from it both man and
beast, even though these three men, NDahiel, and Job were in its midst, by their own
righteousness they could only deliver themselvés decl|l ares the Lord G
cause wild beasts to pass through the land, and they depopulated it, and it became
desolate so that no one would pass through it because of the beasts, though these three
men were in its mihdkestLoras GODI, i Wd , hée yd ecoolud rde
their sons or their daughters. They alone would be delivered, but the country would be
desol ate. 60

Since Daniel is mentioned in the Book of Ezekiel in a non prophetic context it is reasonable to
believe that Daiel must have been around before or during Ezekiel's lifetime. And when did
Ezekiel live?

Encyclopaedia BritannigaCopyright 19941998
T RAEzekiel also spelled EZECHIEL, Hebrew YEHEZQEL (&arly 6th century BC),
prophetpriest of ancient Israel and teabject and in part the author of an Old Testament
book that b®ars his name. o

Topic Index

The Christian who accepts the Bible as the Word of God need only to look to the words of Jesus
for confirmation Jesis not only referred to Daniel as a prophet, but also made reference to what
is found in the Book of Daniel. If Jesus accepts Daniel as a prophet and the Book of Daniel as
prophecy, then the Christian has no reason to reject it.

1 Matthew 24:1516: "Therefoe when you see th@bomination of desolation which was
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy p{etethe reader
understand), then let those who arduilea flee to the mountains.

1 Daniel 9:27: "And he will make a firm covenanith the many for one week, but in the
middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of
abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one
that is decreed, is poured out on the whe makes desolate."
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1 Daniel 12:11: "And from the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished, and the
abomination of dedationi s set wup, there wil/| be 1,290 ¢

The Apostle Paul also makes reference to this.

91 Il Thessalonians 2:3 : ALet no one in any way deceive
the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, tiedsstruction,
who opposes and exalts himself above evergadled god or object of worship, so that
he takes his seat in the temple of God, di

Topic Index

There are, of course, reference works that do date the book of Daniel correctly. Unfortunately
among the many reference works, such references seem to be in the minority.

Webster's Family Encyclopedia989 edition, vol.3, pg. 717:
T #Daniel (6th century ). An Old Testament prophet and Jewish exile in Babyltwe.
Book of Danielis credited to him although some believe it to have been written in the
2nd century BC. The first six chapters tell of various mainly supernatural episodes
involving Daniel and s companions under King Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. The
remainglg six chapters are mostly apocaplyptic visions concerning the future of the
Jews” o

Note thatWebster's Family Encyclopedécknowledges that some believe Daniel was written in
the 2ndcentury BC, but still dates Daniel in the 6th century BC.

Easton's Bible Dictionary
1 ADaniel, Book of is ranked by the Jews in that division of their Bible called the
Hagiographa (Heb. Khethubim). (See BIBLE.) It consists of two distinct parts. The first
part, consisting of the first six chapters, is chiefly historical;, and the second part,
consisting of the remaining six chapters, is chiefly prophetical.

AThe historical part of the book treats ¢
historian ofthe Captivity, the writer who alone furnishes any series of events for that dark

and dismal period during which the harp of Israel hung on the trees that grew by the
Euphrates. His narrative may be said in general to intervene between Kings and
Chronicleson the one hand and Ezra on the other, or (more strictly) to fill out the sketch

which the author of the Chronicles gives in a single verse in his last chapter: ‘And them

that had escaped from the sword carried he [i.e., Nebuchadnezzar] away to Babylon;
where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia (2
Chronicles 36:20).
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AThe prophetical part consi sts of three
communication.

AThe genuineness of this book has been muc
fully establish its claims(1.) We have the testimony of Christ (Matthe®¢:15; 25:31;

26:64) and his apostles (1 Corinthians 6:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:3) for its authority; and (2)
the important testimony of Ezekiel (14:14, 20; 28(3)) The character and records of the

book are also entirely in harmony with the times anducirstances in which the author

lived. (4.) The linguistic character of the book is, moreover, just such as might be
expected. Certain portions (Daniel 2:4; 7) are written in the Chaldee language; and the
portions written in Hebrew are in a style and foravihg a close affinity with the later

books of the Old Testament, especially with that of EFhe. writer is familiar both with

the Hebrew and the Chaldee, passing from the one to the other just as his subject
required. This is in strict accordance wikte tposition of the author and of the people for
whom his book was writteri.hat Daniel is the writer of this book is also testified to in
the book itself (7:1.,%28: 8:2: 9:2: 10: 1,
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| would like to further emphasize the importance of Daniel claiming to be the author. We find
references where Daniel speaks as though he is the author:

T Dani el 8: 15: i A n d, Dantel, hach seen thea Wsipthat | seuyld to
understanditand behol d, standing before me was ofr

1 Dani el Thén:l,Daniel, was exhaustedd sick for days. Then | got up again and
carried on the king's business; but | was astounded at the vision, and there was none to
explain it.o

T Dani el inthe fst yedi of his reign I, Danjedbserved in the books the number of
the years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the
completion of the desolations of Jerusalem

T Dani el 1 0: 2:l, Déniehhad deen sneurndigoyrs t hr ee entire we

T Dani el NolvQ Daniel, aldbne saw the visipwhile the men who were with me did
not see the vision; nevertheless, a great dread fell on them, and they ran awey to hi
t hemsel ves. 0

1T Dani el Thén2,:Daniel, I6okednd behold, two others were standing, one on this
bank of the river, and the other on that b

118



Table of Contentspg 1, 2, 3, 4

The author says "I Daniel" this informs us that the author is Daniel himself, and not someone
else. Furthermore the author dates himself in certain passages. Following is one such example:

1 Daniel 7222 and 28: (1) In the first year of B
dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the dream down and
related the following summary of ynght, (2) D

and behol d, the four winds of heaven were
context down we read) .. . . . . As(fd2 B, Dakiel t hi s
my thoughts were greatly alarmimge and my face grew pale, butkept the matter to

myselt”

Notice the author claims that Daniel had a dream or vision in the first year of Belshazzar king of
Babylon. Then the author speaks as Daniel himself. My point is that the author gives us every
indication that he is Daniel and writing during the time peraidwhich he is speaking.
Belshazzar is dated around 539 BC.

Encarta Encyclopedia 2000ppyright 19931999 Microsoft ref
i fBelshazzard Belshazzar (55068392 BC), in the Old Testament, Babylonian prince
mentioned in Daniel 5 as the last Chaldean kihBabylon &

Enclopaedia BritanicaMultimedia CD 98:

1 MBelshazzay Neo Babylonian BEISHAR-USAR, Greek BALTASAR, or
BALTHASAR (d. c. 539 BC)coregent of Babylon who was killed at the capture of the
city by the Persians. Belshazzar had been known fomy the biblical Book of Daniel
(chapters 5,-B)and f r om Xe n o p huatihlB54, when cefereqres dodhima
were found in Babylonian cunieform inscription§®

If Daniel did not write the Book of Daniel during the time period indicated thisraitdeception

on the part of the author. The author would be a fraud who deceived Josephus the Jewish
historian, as well as Jesus himself. Remember Jesus reminded the disciples what was spoken of
by Daniel the prophet. (Matthew 24:18). If the writer atually lived during the 2nd century

BC and wrote as if he was Daniel, who lived during the reign of Belshazzar, then he would not
be a prophet, but rather he would be a liar and a fraud. Jesus refers to Daniel as a prophet.
Josephus also would not be mwdta historian to fail to recognize this fraud.
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SUMMARY

The following reasoning has been discussed showing that the Book of Daniel was not written
during the Maccabean wars (2684 BC), but during the 6th century BC.

1.

The Septuagint, which is a Greek Translation of the older Hebrew manuscripts, was
translated275-100 BC. (a) The Book of Daniel could not have been translated from one
language to another until it was actually written. (b) This is not enough time for the Jews
to accept a recent fraud as an ancient authoritative work.

Josephus was an early hiséor who is said to have credibility and his works are
invaluable sources for the history of the Jews. Josephus places the person Daniel in the
reign of Nebuchadnezzar (60561 BC). In this reference Josephus gives an account of
Daniel and his friends hawy their names changed by the king. This reference from
Josephus correlates with what we find in the Book of Daniel.

Josephus also makes reference to the Book of Daniel as being complete and already
accepted during the time period of Alexander the Gréatwas born in 356 BC.

Daniel is mentioned in the Book of Ezekiel, which is dated the 6th century BC.

Jesus called Daniel a prophet and made a reference to what is written in the Book of
Daniel. The Apostle Paul also makes a reference to what is révieathe Book of
Daniel.

There are reference works that accept the dating of Daniel as 6th century BC as well as
the genuineness of the book itself. Two references were giveWdaster's Family
Encyclopedigb) Easton's Bible Dictionary.

The linguistic character of the book is as might be expected. Certain portions (Daniel
2:4; 7) are written in the Chaldee language; and the portions written in Hebrew are in a
style and form having a close affinity with the later books of the Old Testament,
especially with that of Ezra.

That Daniel is the writer of this book is also testified to in the book itself (Dani€?,7:1
28; 8:2; 15; 27, 9:2; 10:1, 2; 7 12:4, 5).
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Daniel did indeed live in the 6th century BC. His predictions concerning the Medes and the
Persians taking over Babylon followed by the Greeks conquering the Medes and the Persians are
remarkable. Thesergdictions only scratch the surface of the predictions in the Book of Daniel.
Nostradamus and Jean Dixon together could not match the detail or accuracy as found in the

Book of Daniel. How is this possiblevenwhdt i s b
reveals mysteries"” (Dani el 2:28). Some of Dan
book,
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INTERESTING QUOTATIONS

1 lIsaiah 40:8:AiThe grass withers, the fl ower fade
forever . o

1 Isaiah 46:10:i Decl aring the end from the beginni
which have not been done, saying, 'My purpose will be established, and | will accomplish
alMy good pleasure. ..o

1 Time Magazine(Dec. 30, 1974)!After more than two centuries of facing the heaviest
scientific guns that could be brought to bear, the bible has survived and perhaps better for
the siege even on the critics own terms. Historical, fdw¢ scriptures seem more
acceptable now than they did when the rationalist began the dttack"

9 Sir Isaac Newton: "...to reject Daniel is to reject the Christian religion™
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The Book of Daniel and Prophecy
Part 2, World History Told In Advance

In Daniel Part 1 we covered evidence for the dating of the book of Daniel. Daniel was written in
the 6thcentury BC. The reign of Nebuchadnezzar, under whom Daniel served in the first part of
the Book of Daniel, was approximately 561 B&05 BC.

The Bible tells us that God has control over kings and governments. God can take governments
out or replace tha at anytime that He chooses.

Now we will take a look at some of the prophecy of Daniel and how it was fulfilled in history.
There is far more detailed prophecy in Daniel then what will be dealt with here. This is only a
small taste of what can be foumdDaniel. Hopefully this will whet your taste buds for wanting

to studymoreprophecy yourself. This prophecy in the second chapter of Daniel continues even
into our future and end times. For our purposes we will only be dealing with those parts ¢hat hav
already come to pass. Some key passages are printed here for you. However, it would be to the
reader 6s benefit to read each chapter in Dani

In the beqinning of Daniel we find that Nebuchadnezzar is king of Bab§leninteresting to
note that Nebuchadnezzar is king because God has placed himnhbeeBible we can see that
God not only can forecast the future, but also controls the future.

T Jeremi ah W saysdhe LORBOdr host s, t hbave@atdyokef | s
of iron on the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadkeryaf
Babylong, and they shall serve him. Alnldave also given him the beasts of the fielul

Daniel speaking to Nebuchadnezzgard in Daniel 2:37: "You, O king, are the king of kings, to
whomthe God of heaven has given the kingdtme, powerthe strength, and the glody.

Topic Index

(Read Daniel Chapter 2.) In Daniel Chaptere fimd that King Nebuchadnezzar hadraain

He told his wise men that they must tell him both the dream he had and the interpretation. Daniel
was the only one who could do this after seeking God in prayer. Following is Daniel's response
to the king.

1 Daniel 2:3240: 31 "You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great
statue; that statue, which was large and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front
of you, and its appearance was awesoB2eThe head of that statue was made of fine
gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of br@3aés legs of iron,
its feet partly of iron and partly of clag4 You continued looking until a stone was cut
out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron aydahd crushed them.
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35 "Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the
same time, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried
them away so that not a trace of them was found. But the stone that struchtulee st
became a great mountain and filled the whole e88fhis was the dream; now we shall

tell its interpretation before the king7 You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the
God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength, antbtyxe 8 and
wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has
given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over thevioalhre the head of

gold. 39 And after you there will arise another kingdom indetio you, then another third
kingdom of bronzewhich will rule over all the eartrd0 Then there will be a fourth
kingdom as strong as irpmasmuch as iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron
that breaks in pieces, it will crush and bredk alt hese i n pieces. 0

God was not revealing spiritual truth to Nebuchadnezzar; rather He was showing him what
would take place in history concerning himself and the governing authorities after him. Later in
Daniel Chapter 4 we find that Nebuchadnezzarhissanity taken from him until he recognizes
God as the one in authority.

We learn in this passage that the dream that was given to King Nebuchadnezzar was about future
kingdoms. In this dream he saw a large image and we are told Nebuchadnezzarheas e
gold (verse 38). Following him there are three other kingdoms mentioned (ver4@s 39

Topic Index

We do not have to guess as to the interpretation of this propNetyichadnezzar the king of
Babylon was the head of gold. Following him are three other kingdoms. As for the second
kingdom in king Nebuchadnezzar's dream we are only told (vers&\B88)after you there will
arise_another kingdom inferior to yoTTrhis inferior kingdom is represented as the breast and

arms of silver in the dream. (verse 32): "The head of that statue was made of fints dgpolhst
anditsarms ofsilver i ts belly and its thighs of bronze.

of this second kingdom can be found later in the book of Dad@kever Isaiah actually tells

us who will overthrow Babylon at least a hundred years before the writing of the book of
Daniel. Remember, Daniel was written in the 6th century BC. The reign lnfi¢fednezzar was
approximately 561 BG 605 BC. (While reading don't forget that on the timeline numbers or
dates get larger the farther back youdgoBC 600, 500, 400, 300, 200, 100, 1, 100, 200, 300
AD.)

Webster's Family Encyclopedia989 editionyolume 6, pg. 1329:
T A1 s a(8ta ¢entury BC) Old Testament Prophet. He was influential at the court of the
rulers of Judah until the Assyrian invasion (701)B@d. according to traditiomas later
martyPed. o
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1 Isaiah 13:1720: 17 Behold, | am going to stir up the Medes against theho will not
value silver or take pleasure in gol8 And their bows Wl mow down the young men,
they will not even have compassion on the fruit of the womb, nor will their eye pity
children.19 And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans' pride, will
be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomog28att will never be inhabited or lived
in from generation to generation; nor will the Arab pitch his tent there, nor will shepherds
make their flocks lie down there.

Daniel was written in the 6th century BThe reign of Nebuchadnezzavhom Daniel served
underin the first part of the book of Daniel, was approximatel BC- 605 BC Webster's
Family Encyclopediajives us the daté01 BC as the later part of Isaiah's minis{§01 BC-

605 BC = 96 years)* Keep in mind that the Medes and the Persians took over after
NebuchadnezzarThis means that approximately a hundred years before Daniel God told

his people through Isaiah that the Medes would rise up against BabylohVe will soon see
that Babylon will & destroyed as Sodom and Gomorrah and will never be inhabited again.

Topic Index

Daniel Chapter 4 is the last we see of King Nebuchadnezzar. In the beginning of Daniel Chapter
5 we are introduced to BelshazzIn my study | found that some have questioned Daniel
because Belshazzar is said to be the son of Nebuchadiibarael 5:22). | will explain this

before we go on to the fulfilment of prophecy. The Aramaic word translated "father" here does
not necesarily meanimmediatefather. It can also mean grandfather or an ancestor, as shown in
the following HebrewAramaic reference works.

Strong's Definitions of Biblical Words
1 ‘'ab (Aramaic) (ab); KJW father.
corresponding td.: 'ab (awb); a primitive wordfather, in a literal and immediate, or
figurative and remote application):
KJV-- chief, (fore) father (Fless]), X patrimony, principal. Compare names in “Ab?

Brown, Driver, Briggs Lexicon
1 'ab

1) the father of an individual
2) used of God as Father of His people
3) the head or the founder of a household, a group, a family, or a clan
4) an ancestor

a) a grandfather, the forefathersf a person

P’ used of people (in genera)
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These references show that the word translated as "father" in the following passage can also
mean a grandfather or descendant.

T Dani el 5:2: AWhen Be lgadadersta bringtthee gdidend silven e wii
vessels whichlNebuchadnezzar hiather had taken out of the temple which was in
Jerusalem, in order that the king and his nobles, his wives, and his concubines might
drink from them. o

This same Aramaic word iganslated as "fathers" speaking of ancestors in the following
passage.

T Ezra 5:12: i fBtletshad provaked she Ganl ofrheaven to wrath, He gave
them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed
this temple and deported the people to Bab

We find further indication that the passage in Daniel 5:2 is speaking ddseendant of
Nebuchadnezzar, rather than an immediate son, in the book of Jeremiah.

1 Jeremiah 274 "And now | have given all these lands into the hanNelfuchadnezzar
king of Babylon,My servant, and | have given him also the wild animals of thd fe
serve himAnd all the nations shall serve him, and his son, and his grandsbhthe
time of his own land comes; then many nations and great kings will make him their
servant. o

In this text we can see that the rule of Nebuchadnezzar king olddaiwll continue at least
until his grandson. As we have already seen in Isaiah the Medes will rise up against Babylon.

In Daniel Chapter 5 Belshazzar brings in some silver vessels that were taken from the temple in
Jerusalem so they could use themtaast to the foreign gods and idols. After doing this
Belshazzar sees some handwriting supernaturally being written on the wall. Daniel is called in to
give King Belshazzar the interpretation. Daniel rebukes him by reminding him that he knew how
God humbld King Nebuchadnezzar causing him to lose his sanity for a while. Yet knowing this
he used the sacred vessels to toast to the foreign gods and idols, Daniel then gives him the
interpretation (read Daniel Chapter 5).

1 Daniel 5:2229:22" 6 Ye t y o0 Belshakzarshave aat humbled your heart, even
though you knew all thi23 but you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven;
and they have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your nobles, your
wives and your concubines have been drinking wine from them; and you have praised the
gods of silver and gdl of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear or
understand. But the God in whose hand are youbliéath and your ways, you have not
g | o r i24Thendhe band was sent from Him, and this inscription was writter2dut.

Now this is the iscription that was written out: 'MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.'
26 This is the interpretation of the message: 'MEN&bd has numbered your kingdom
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and put an end to i27 'TEKEL'-- you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient.
28 'PERES*- your kingdom has been divided and given over to the Medes and PePSians.
Then Belshazzar gave orders, and they clothed Daitle purple and put a necklace of gold

around his neck, andsued a proclamation concerning him that he now had authority as the
third ruler in the kingdom.

Remember that in Daniel Chapter 2 in king Nebuchadnezzar's dream we are told that another
powerinferior to Nebuchadnezzar and represented by its breast and its arms of silver would arise
(Daniel 2:32 and 39). Here we are told that this second kingdom would be the Medes and the
Persians. One should not overlook the fact that Daniel includes tharRensth the Medes in

the takeover of Babylon. Also Belshazzar speaks of making Daniel the third ruler of the
kingdom.

So the question is: What actually took place in history?

1. Did Babylonian rule under Nebuchadnezzar last at least until Nebuchadnezzar's
grandson as foretold by Jeremiah?

2. Did the Medes and the Persians conquer Babylon?

3. How would Daniel be labeled the third ruler in the kingdom under Belshazzar?

4. Was Babylon destroyed never to be inhabited again as foretold by Isaiah?

Encarta Encyclopedia 2000 19931999 Microsof®

l

Ar efB e, s hBeshazzar (560839?7BC), in the Old Testament, Babylonian prince
mentioned in Daniel 5 as the last Chaldkery of Babylon.He was slain when Babylon

was captured by the Medes and the Persialtisough no ancient historian mentions his
name as one of the successors of the second Chaldean king, Nebuchadnezzar II, the
Babylonian cuneiform inscriptions gave thanme Belsaruzar as that of the son of
Nabonidus, the last king of BabyloA later inscription suggested that Belshazzar was
associated with his father on the thrar&.

In this encyclopedia article we have seen that:

T

Babylon was captured by the Medes and the Persians as foretold by Daniel and Isaiah.
Isaiah's ministry ended around 701 BC. The Medes entered Babylon aroub8(GBE.

This means Isaiah foretold the rising of the Medes against Babylon abet@5@ars

before it actually happened.

Belshazzar was associated with his father on the throne. In other words Naksnddus

his son Belshazzar were-calers of Babylon. This is why Daniel was told he would be
made the third ruler of the kingdom. Nabinidus antsB&zzar were the first two rulers.
Daniel would have been the third ruler if their kingdom had not been overthrown.
Remember the promise of being the third ruler came from the pagan king Belshazzar not
as part of Daniel's prophecy. This does however gredibility to the historical part of
Daniel.
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Enclopaedia BritanicaMultimedia CD 98

1T ABel s h aNepBabylonian BELSHAR-USUR, Greek BALTASAR, or
BALTHASAR (d. c. 539 BC)coregent of Babylon who was killed at the capture of the
city by the Persians. Belshazzar had been known only from the biblical Book of Daniel
(chapters 5, -B) and from Xenophon'€yropaediauntil 1854, when references to him
were found in Babylonian cuneiform inscriptiod$ough he is referred to in the Book of
Daniel as the son of Nebuchadrezzar, Babylonian inscriptions indicate that he was in
fact the eldest son of Nabonidusho was king of Babylon from 555 to 539, and of
Nitocris, who was perhaps a daughter of NebuchadreX¥aen Nabonidus went into
exile (550), he entrusted Belshazz&r with

In this encyclopedia article we hageen that:
1 Babylon was captured by the Persians as foretold by Daniel.

1 King Belshazzar was very likely related to King Nebuchadnezzar. Belshazzar was the son
of Nabonidus and Nitocris. Notocris being the daughter of Nebuchadnezzar would make
Belshazzathe grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. This would fulfill the Babylonian kingdom
lasting until the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar as foretold by Jeremiah 622 BC.

1 Before 1854 which is a couple of thousand years later our main reference for the
existence oBelshazzar was the Bible. This is not an isolated event by any means. This
alone should help us to recognize the credibility of the Bible.

The Archaeological Encyclopedia of the Holy Lah@i90

T ABABYLON (CI'TY OF) ; BABYLONI ANS tiéend of t
Mesopotamia, whose ancient name probably m
It was not until the downfall of Assyria that Babylon, in the time of Nebuchadnezzar
I, rose again to the status of the most important city in Mesopotara. Cyrus, King of
Persia, conquered the city, which then became part of the Persian Empire. In 331 bc
Babylon was conquered by Alexander the Greduo attempted to rebuild the venerated
but decaying cityWith his untimely death its long decline set imdan the Roman period
it was no more thaf® a famous heap of ruins

In this reference work we have seen:
1 Babylon was conquered by Persia as foretold by Daniel.

1 Although Babylon was once considered the most important city in Mesopotamia it was
left aheap of ruins and uninhabited as foretold by Isaiah approximately 701 BC.
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Compton's Interactive Encyclopedia 200999 The Learning Company, Inc.

1 A ( Ba b yBalylon) lost its independence forever when it fell to Cyrus the Great of
Persia in 539 BChut it continued to be a center of trade and culture. It was still fairly
prosperous when Alexander the Great tookigpresidence in Nebuchadnezzar's palace,
where he died in 323 BC. His successor, Seleucus, built a new city, Seleucia, nearby on
the Tigris, because it had a deeper channel for navigation. From this time Babylon rapidly
decayed. Its structures, which wdaeed with glazed brick, were torn down to provide
brick for building elsewhereand the once proud capital was reduced to a vast ruin. The
ruins are near the®town of al Hillah in 17

In this encyclopedia article we have seen that:
1 Babylon wasonquered by the Persians as foretold by Daniel.
1 The city of Babylon is left still uninhabited in Iraq as foretold by Isaiah.

So far we have covered the first two kingdoms in Nebuchadnezzar's dream. Nebuchadnezzar's
kingdom is the head of gold. (BABYLONJ.he second kingdom represented by the breast and
arms of silver was the Medes and the Persians. The third kingdom in Nebuchadnezzar's dream of
the statue was its belly and its thighs of bronze (Daniel 2:32 and 39) We do not have to guess as
to the interpetation of this kingdom of bronze, either. We can see that the kingdoms, starting
from Nebuchadnezzar represented as the head of gold, are following in consecutive order. We
also know who the first two kingdoms are (Babylon being the first and the Medethan
Persians being the second). Daniel has a vision that we find in Chapter 8 where these kingdoms
overlap.

1 Daniel 8:47 : 4 | Baw the ram butting westward, northward, and southward, and no
other beasts could stand before him, nor was there anyoasdaerfrom his powgbut
he did as he pleased and magnified him&aithile | was observing, behold, a male goat
was coming from the west over the surface of the whole earth without touching the
ground; and the goat had a conspicuous horn between Isisseyed he came up to the
ram that had the two horns, which | had seen standing in front of the canal, and rushed at
him in his mighty wrath7 And | saw him come beside the ram, and he was enraged at
him; and he struck the ram and shattered his two hamd the ram had no strength to
withstand him. So he hurled him to the ground and trampled onalmidhthere was none
to rescue the ram from his power. o
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Introducing the kingdom of Greece

In this text we see that the ram was the one in power. Then we see a male goat that strikes the
ram. We also see the ram had no strength to withstand the goat. In other words the goat
overcame the ram. So who are the goat and the ram? The followindlteuste

1 Daniel 8:162 2 :16 Andil heard the voice of a man between the banks of Ulai, and he
call ed out and said, 6Gabriel, gli7 8oche t hi s
came near to where | was standing, and when he came | was frightenisil andmy
face; but he said to me, 06Son of man, wunde
e n di8 Nbw while he was talking with me, | sank into a deep sleep with my face to the
ground; but he touched me and made me stand upligiind he & i d , 6Behol d,
going to let you know what will occur at the final period of the indignation, for it pertains
to the appointed time of the end0 The ram which you saw with the two horns
represents the kings of Media and Per2isAnd the shaggy goaepresents the kingdom
of Greece, and the large horn that is between his eyes is the firsP@raqd the broken
horn and the four horns that arose in its place reprégenkingdomswhich will arise
from hisnation al t hough not with his power. 60

In this text we see that the ram represents the Medes and the Persians. We have already seen the
Medes and the Persians as the ones who would conquer Babylon, in the writing on the wall seen
by Belshazzar in Daniel Chapter 5. Now we see that the shaggthgoatpresents the kingdom

of Greece is the one that would conquer the Medes and the Persians. So the next question is "Did
the kingdom of Greece conquer the Medes and the Persians in history?"

Encarta Encyclopedia 2000 19931999 Microsoft®
1 A Ankzient Gr e e B2Macedonian Supremacy (38323 BC) Two Macedonian kings,
Philip 11 (ruled 359336 BC) and his soAlexander the Great (ruled 3323 BC), filled
the power vacuum in Greece by turning their formerly weak kingdom into an
international superpoweihe mountainous kingdom of Macedonia, north of the central
Greek heartlancgventually became tHeader of Greeceandcongueror of the Persian

empire.d ©*

From this encyclopedia article we learn that:
1 Alexander the Great was the leader of a Greek empire.
1 Alexander conquered the Persian Empire.

Encarta Encyclopedia 2009 19931999 Microsoft®
1T A &6 Pell aALEAANDER THE GREAT AND THE SELEUCIDS.Alexander the
Great, king of Macedonia, conquered the Persian Enipieeseries of battles between
334 and 331 BC. Alexander integrated Persia into his empire, and by 323 BC, when he
died, Alexander rul ed®most of the civilize
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From this encyclopedia article we learn that:
1 Alexander the Great conquered the Persian Empire8338C.

1 Keep in mind that Nebuchadnezzar reigned approximately-56@5 BC. Daniel
interpreted his dreamiuring this time period. This means that Daniel foretold the Medes
and the Persians being conquered by the Greeks at least 200 years before it actually
happened.

The text we looked at in Daniel Chapter 8 goes into further detail concerning the Greek empire
(verse 22). We are told that four kingdoms would arise from the Greek empire. This division is
not mentioned in our text in Daniel Chapter 2. As one reads Darspkcially the detail in
Chapter 11, it is easy to see that there is much more detail than what | am covering here.
However that would be a book in itself. For the sake of brevity | am sticking to the basic outline
as seen in Daniel Chapter 2. This dimisactually still falls within the Greek empire in the text

as well as what took place in history.

The Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophegyage 380
T AAfter Alexander's death in 323 and the ev
301, the empiredivided into some four major areas, controlleg Greek generals
Macedonia under Cassander, Asia Minor under Lysimachus, Syria and eastward under
Selecus, and Eg¥°pt under Ptolemy.d

These Greek generals are also listed as successors of Alexandeedhdysthe 1st century
Jewish Historian Josephu¥he Works of Josephus, The Antiquities of the J8esk 12,
Chapter 1PPFPg- 443,

Concerning Nebuchadnezzar's dream in Daniel Chapter 2, we have now covered the first
three kingdoms:
1) Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon were represented by the head of gold (Daniel 2:32 and 38).
2) Babylon was theronquered by the Medes and the Persians, which was said to be an
inferior kingdom and represented as the breast and arms of silver (Dankd92:88d
Daniel 5:28).
3) The Medes and the Persians were then conquered by the Greeks, represented as the belly
and thighs of bronze (Daniel 2:32 and Daniel &2().
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The Roman Empire

The fourth kingdom is unlike the first three kingdoms; while we were specifically told who they
were, the fourth kingdom is not interpreted and named for us in Scripture. We know the
succession of the first three kingdofs(1) Babylon; (2) The Medes anke Persians; (3) The
Greeks. History tells us that the empire that followed the succession of these three empires was
the Roman Empire. Therefore, all we have to do is look at the description given to us in the Bible
and see if it correlates with the RamEmpire. First we will give a couple of references showing

that the Roman Empire did indeed follow the Greek Empire.

Enclopaedia BritanicaMultimedia CD 98
1 AThe forms of Government, Primitive Government, the spread of civilization
The empire of théMledes and Persians was overthrown by Alexander of Macedon; the
Macedonian successor states were conquered by.Rofie o

NfnAl exander of Macedono was nHAl exander the Gre

International Standard Bible EncyclopegdElectronic Database

T AALEXANDER, THE GREAT, P a Alexanden @feMacedon, Ear |
commonly calél ddodtnha856r 8€t) , was the son of
of Ol ympias, daughter of““Neoptolemos, an E

Compton's Irgractive Encyclopedi® 1999
T AROMAN E MP IWRdhdhe ancient Greeks were reaching the height of their

glory, the power of Rome, to the west, was slowly risiftte genius of the Greeks lay in
art, literature, science, and philosophy. The Romans weterbasarfare, engineering,
and government. Rome rose to power graduagliyith no set plan for world conquest.
The Romans fought many wars and enslaved many peBpl¢he time of Augustus,
shortl\ésbefore Christ, most of the known world was unified angeate under Roman
rule.

Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 2000 19931999
T "6Ancient 6 Gl eedene Hel |l eni 9t kings akd guegns mins , f
Greek and Macedonian descénthad unrestricted rule over local populations. This kind
of rule disturbed Greeks, who remembered their history of freedom. Therefore, in the 2nd
century BC when the kingdoms had been weakened by war, some mainland Greeks
appealed for helfrom the region's growing superpowBgme...Within about a hundred
years, Rora conquered the remainiittgllenistic kingdoms and the@reek cities ©*
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Now that we have established that the RorBarpire did indeed follow the Greek Empire, we
will examine the Biblical description of this empire.

1 Daniel 2:334 5 its ld@ys of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clgg4) You
continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, anditksthe statue on its
feet of iron and clay, and crushed thgB%) Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver
and the gold were crushed all at the same time, and became like chaff from the summer
threshing floors; and the wind carried them awayhsa not a trace of them was found.
But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.
(36) "This was the dream; now we shall tell its interpretation before the (@@yYou, O
king, are the king of kings, to whomethGod of heaven has given the kingdom, the
power, the strength, and the glo($8) and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts
of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has given them into your hand and has caused you
to rule over them all. You atbe head of gold.39) And after you there will arise another
kingdom inferior to you, then another third kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all
the earth(40) "Then there will be a fourtkingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron
crushes and shatters all things, I#e iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break
all these in pieceg41) "And in that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and
partly of iron,it will be a divided kingdom; butit will have in it the toughness of irpn
inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common ¢k3) "And as the toes of the feet
were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part
of it will be brittle. (43) And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will
combine with one another in the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another,
even as iron does not combine with pottédyl) And in the days of those kingise God
of heaverwill set up a kingdom which will never be destroyadd that kingdom will not
be left for another people; it will crush apdt an end to all these kingdontsut it will
itself endure forever(45) Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of thetaioun
without hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold,
the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream
is true, and its interpretation is trustworthy."

Topic Index

One should notice that in verse 40 we are tolthen there will be a fourtkingdom". Observe

that this fourth kingdom is spoken of singularly. In verse 41 when we are'itoldill be a
divided kingdom" & it is still spoken of singularly. Then in verse 44 we find kings and
kingdoms in plural, not singular. It is in the days of these kings and kingdoms in which the God
of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed. There are thosddhaeirthis

last part a little differently, but the end result is still the same. First we will look at "the divided
kingdom" then we will move on to the "kingdom which will never be destroyed" in versés.44
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a) The division of the Roman Empire
"And in that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly ofitirasl] be a
divided kingdont.(Daniel 2:41)
a) The Roman Empire was dived into two divisions between the East and the West. Some
commentators see this as the division spoken of in verse 41.

Webster's Family Encyclopediz989 edition, Volume 9, Page 2209
T ARo man Enime impgeidal period of ament Roman history from 27 BC, when
Octavian became emperor as * Augustus, until 476 AD....The 3rd century saw a rapid
succession of armgominated emperors, while Rome's frontiers were threatened by the
aggression of the * Sasanians and the Goths. * Bliedl (reigned 28805) countered
these attacks with theorganization of the Empire between East and \Wet.

The Universal World Reference Encyclope@al947, Volume 134
T A6 Ro me, or The .RlogvaB€ O&avigni becande:first emperor of Rome
under the title of Augustus....In 284 Diocletian reorganized the empire, and for nearly 200
years reforms delayed the inevitable disruption; but intB8%empire separated into two
divisions; the Easteror Byzantineand the Western. #%¢. 6

b) The division of the Roman Empire
"And in that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly ofitres] be a
di vided (Paniel@:dld m. o
b) Other commentators see the division as béetyveen the Jewish religious leaders who
maintained authority or influence in the government and the Roman government. The
Romans and the Jews, although cohabiting, certainly did not mix well as with the clay
and the iron in the text in Daniel 2:43.

SANHEDRIN (fromNelson's lllustrated Bible Dictionayy

Al SAN hee drun] ( & the bighestcruling barly andhcewst ®fjuisticeyamong

the Jewish people in the time of Jesus. Headed by the high priest of Isréghntiedrin was

granted limitel authority over certain religious, civil, and criminal matteyshe foreign nations

that dominated the land of Israel at various times in its history. The Sanhedrin was exercising
this limited power when it charged Jesus with the crime of blasphentlgdsusent him to Pilate,

the Roman official, fo?% a formal trial and se

ROMAN EMPIRE (fromNelson's lllustrated Bible Dictionayy

AThe situation of the Jews varied considerabl
Romans treatedhe Jews fairly. Herod the Great rebuilt the Temple in 20 BC, and Herod Agrippa
sought Jewish favor by persecuting the Christians <Acts32.Archelaus, on the other hand,

was a cruel and tyrannical ruler who massacred many Jews <Matt. 2:22>. Resetitkil o
presence of these foreign oppressors, the Jews refused to recognize anyone but God as
sover®ign. o

133



Table of Contentspg 1, 2, 3, 4

c) The division ofthe Roman Empire
"And in that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly ofitirasl] be a
divided (Paniel@:d1d m. o
c) Other commentators see the division of the Roman Empire as something that still
continues to this day. Thesee ten divisions within the Roman Empire corresponding to
the ten toes in Nebuchadnezzar's dream and the ten horns mentioned in Daniel chapter 7
and Revelation chapter 17.

In Vernon McGee's commentary on Daniel, on page 47 he states, "The Roman Empire fell apart
0 no enemy destroyed it. Rome is still living in the great nations of Europe today: Italy, France,
Great Britain, Germany, and Spain are all part of the Roman Enipieclaws of Rome live on

and her | afguage also. o

Groliers Multimedia Encyclopedia
T A6 Rome, aAnaent&wmte grew from a small prehistoric settlement on the Tiber
River in Latium in central Italy into an empire that encompassed all of the éviedliean
world. TheRomans developed a civilization that formed the basis for modern Western
civilization. "

(This encyclopedia article tends to agree somewhat with those who claim the Roman Empire can
still be seen in the world today.)

SUMMARY OF THE DIVISION

The Bible tells us that the fourth kingdom (the Roman Empire) will be a divided kingdom.
Exactly how it is divided the Bible does not actually say. Each of the divisions that were covered
have some valid points as well as confirmation foumkiistory. It is logical then to conclude that

this portion of prophecy is valid because the Roman Empire was indeed divided.

Topic Index

IN THE DAYS OF THOSE KINGS

"And in the days of those kinthe God of heaven wilet up a kingdom which will never be
destroyedand that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush puidan end to all
these kingdomsutit will itself endure foreveinasmuch as you saw thatstone was cut owf

the mountain without hand@sd thatit crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the
gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream
is true, and its interpretation is trustworthy."

(Daniel 2:44-45)
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Here is where our text in Daniel Chapter 2 shifts. The fourth kingdom in verse 40 is spoken as a
single kingdom. Next we have some sort of division of the fourth kingdom and then after that we
have kingdoms in plural, in which time the God of heaven vl g a kingdom which will

never be destroyed. The reader should also take notice of the fact that the image that
Nebuchadnezzar saw was destroyed by a stone that was cut out without hands (Daf3tel 2:34
and 4445).

There are three questions that shdaddasked here.
1. What sort of kingdom will never be destroyed and will last forever?
2. What is the stone that destroys the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw?
3. When are "the days of those kings" as we see in verse 447

1. What sort of kingdom will never be destroyedand will last forever?

In the Bible the only kingdom that will last forever is a heavenly kingdom. The kingdom of
Christ will have no end.

9 Isaiah 9:67 : AFor a child wil!/ be born to us, a
will rest on His shalders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peadéere will be no end to the increase of His
governmenbr of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and
to uphold it with jusice and righteousness from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will accomplish this. oo

91 Daniel 7:1314: "I kept looking in the night visions, arfiehold, with the clouds of
heaven One like a Son of Man was comiagg He came up to thenBient of Days and
was presented before Him. Amal Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdothat
all the peoples, nations, and men of every language might servedidiominion is an
everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdownis which will not

be destroyed.

1 Luke 1:3233: "And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son,yand
shall name Him Jesukle will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and
the Lord God will give Him the throne of His fathDavid; and He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever; ahfils kingdom will have no end.

f John 18: 36: fiMly &irsgdos isanat of whis waldif My Kingdom were of
this world, then My servants would be fighting, that | might not be deld/eip to the
Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of t

1T Revelation 11:15: AAnd the seventh angel
heaven, The dngdom gf the world has become the kingdom of our ,Land of
His Christ; andHe will reign forever and eved. 0
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The Bible, including the book of Daniel, tells us that the kingdom which will nevdesteoyed
is Christés kingdom. We can then | ogically <c
division of the Roman Empire is Christ's kingdom.

2. What is the stone that destroys the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw?

Considering that the Bible tells us that the kingdom that will never be destroyed is Christ's
kingdom, it is interesting to find that Jesus Christ is also referred to as a stone.

T saiah 28:16: ATherefore thus sawstonée,he Lor
tested stoneq costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly pladdd.who believes in it
will not be disturbed 0

1 Matthew 21:424 5 AJesus s ai @vertraad ihtheeSaripturdsDihed w o w nre
which the builders rejected, this became the chief corner;stisecame about from the
Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes'? Therefore | say to you, the kingdom of God will
be taken away from you, and be givenat nation producing the fruit of it. And he who
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; butwhomever it falls, it will scatter him
like dust’ And when the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they
understood that He was speakitg@aut t hem. 0

1 Acts 4:101 2 let itfbe known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that by the
name ofJesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crugcifigtom God raised from the dead
0 by this name this man stands here before you in good hekdtls. the stone which
was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the very corner Atahéhere is
salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given
among men, by which we must be saved."

f Romans 9:338 3 : A Wdaysé theB did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by

works. They stumbl ed over the stumbling stone,
Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be
disappointed.”

1 Ep hesi anravingheehbuilt ufon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stiine

T 1 Cor i nt handaah drankltiie :same spiiitual drink, for they were drinking from a
spiritual rock which followed tha; and the rock was Christ.
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The stone that King Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream was cut out without hands. This is an
indication that what was to come was beyond human means. This stone in Nebuchadnezzar's
dream destroyed all of the earthly nations (Daniel -83% Furthermore, in the Bible, the
kingdom which will never be destroyed is Christ's kingdom. Then we findJésats Christ is
referred to as a stone in Scripture. The Bible reveals to us that Jesus Christ is the stone that
destroys all of the earthly kingdoms and sets up his own kingdom that will have no end.
According to the Book of Daniel this will take placiea the division of the fourth kingdom

(The Roman Empire, Daniel 2:415).

3. When are "the days of those kings" as we see in verse 447
Daniel 2:44:"And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will

never be destroyednd that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an
end to all these kingdoms, but it wil.l I tsel f

There are two dominate views of this within the Christian church today:
a) Inthe days of the Roman Empire Chiit Ki ngdom was set up and

In this view Christ's kingdom is seen in a spiritual sense in that Christ has already overcome the
world, and by accepting Jesus we enter into His kingdom rule now. This view also maintains that
there will Iaer be a literal fulfillment when all the nations will come to an end.

1 John 16:33: "These things | have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you have tribulation, but take courage; | have overcome the world."

f Col os s i an se deliveted us frénfFtimerdomdin of darkness, and transferred us to
the kingdom of His beloved Son. ... o0

b) In the days of the kingdoms derived from
kingdom will be set up. (This would be the nations we see todayees earlier in
McGee's commentary on Daniel and in the bddktional Sunday Lawby A. Jan
Marcussen.)

This view takes the more literal approach, declaring that all of the nations were not actually
overthrown as seen in Daniel. This literal view expedststthtake place as part of the fulfillment
of the Book of Revelation.

1 Daniel 2:35: Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all
at the same timend became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind
carried them away so thaiot a trace of them was founBut the stone that struck the
statue became a great mountain and filled
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T Revel ati on 11:15: nAnd t he seventh angel
heaven, The kingdom gf the world has become the kingdom of our Land of
His Christ; andde will reign forever and evér.o

Topic Index

WHY IS ANY OF THIS IMPORTANT?

Keep in mind that Daniel lived in the 6th century BC. The book of Daniel accurately foretold the
Medes and the Persians conquering the Babylonian empire. Furthermore &amisitely
foretold the Greeks as being the ones that would conquer the Medes and the Persians. Then we
are introduced to the Roman Empire which, we were told, would be divided. Up to this point we
have several hundred years of history predicted accur&telysidering that the Book of Daniel
accurately foretold of the rise and fall of major world powers over a period of several hundred
years; it is a good bet that the rest of this prophecy will come true as well. Whichever view one
takes as to when this lWhappen the result is still the same. Jesus Christ will indeed rule and all
earthly kingdoms will be abolished. The Bible also tells us there is life after death, so it will
effect everyone, no matter when it takes place. The question then is howswdl réspond to

you when you ask for entrance into his kingdom?

1 Matthew 10:33: But whoever shall deny Me before men, | will also deny him before My
Father who is in heaveno

1 Mark 8:38: "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous dnd sin
generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of
His Father with the holy angels."

M [John 2:222 5 : AWho is the |iar but the one who
the antichrist, the one who denies theheatand the Son. Whoevedenies the Son does
not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Fath&s &tsoyou, let
that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the
beginning abides in you, you also will alle in the Son and in the FatherAnd this is
the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life

The Bible tells us that no one is good enough on their own to gain entrance into the kingdom of
God. However Jesus paid the full price for all of our .sii we have to do is ask for His
forgiveness and surrender our life to Him and we will dwell with Him forever.
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BIBLE REVEALS SCIENTIFIC FACT PRIOR TO HUMAN DISCOVERY

The Bible, unlike any other collection of writing, is unique in the fact that is surpasses mankind's
abilities. The prophecies in the Bible that have already been fulfilled are what most point to as
proof that the Bible is truly the Word of God. No man has ever been able to predict the future
with the detail and accuracy that the Bible has shown. However, the Bible is in no way limited in
providing evidence to the fact that it is indeed the Word of Gaubther area that shows the

Bi bl ebs authenticity is science.

Most informed Christians will readily admit that the Bible is not a textbook about science. You
cannot prove the Bible to be the Word of God bas#dlyon science. Then again, neither does

si ence refute the Bible. While there is a cer
the Bible has never been proven scientifically wrong. (The same cannot be said about some
theories proposed by scientists, over the years). Science aBibteeare in harmony in areas

where they do meet. But the Bible was written to reveal God to mankind. The Bible was not
written to teach anybody about science.

Here are some examples in which the Bible mentions scientific facts that today we know are
true What is amazing about these examples is that the Bible declared them as fact long before
mankind discovered they were true!

Topic Index

Job 26:7: "He stretches out the north over empty space, and hangs the earth on nothing."

Keep in mind that Job lived almost 2,000 years before Christ. The concept that the earth was
suspended on nothing was not even considered by scientists for thootamdss after Job.

Now, with our satellites and trips into space, we know this to bedtris@it such was not known

in Job's day. The Egyptians declared the earth rested on pillars. The Greeks said it was carried on
the back of Atlas. People believed mdhings, but they did not come close to believing what we
know to be true today, and what Job declared a few thousand years ago. How did Job know this
was true when science had not yet discovered it?

Topic Inde

Job 28:25: "When Hanparted weighttothewind and met ed out t he water

Does air have weight? In 1643 a mathematician named Evangelista Torricelli performed an
experiment to learn if air has weight. His experiment is what led tmékeng of our barometer.

The relative weights of air and water are needed for the efficient functioning of the world's
hydrologic cycle, which in turn sustains life on the earth.
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Nasa.gowelates an experiment that children can do to verify this fact. Simply make a scale that
pivots and balances correctly. Hang two empty balloons on each side, anckbalaut. Then
remove one balloon, blow it up, then hang it back in the same place. The side with the inflated
balloon will alter downwards, because it now has the weight of the air inside the balloon.

The discovery of air containing weight was made rythe 16th century; remember, Job lived
almost 2,000 years before Christ. The book of Job told us air has weight before science
discovered this was true.

Topic Index

Levi t i c u s théllii ofthéflesh B iR the bloodand | have given it to you on the altar to
make atonement for your souls; for it is the

During George Washington's time, the practice of blledihg to treat various kinds of i&sses

was common. This practice is actually what killed him. An understanding of this verse in the
Bible could have spared his life. In today's world it is common knowledge that blood circulation
is vital for our survival.

William Harvey (1 April 1578 7 3 June 1657) was an English physician who was the first to
describe correctly and in exact detail the systemic circulation and properties of blood being
pumped around the body by the hearet all critics will agree that the Book of Leviticus was
written a few thousand years ago (any year that falls in BC is long before the 1600s and William
Harvey).

We were told that it he | i f e of the fl esh i s
discovered the details of this truth.

Topic Index

Job36:2230: n27) For He draws up the drops of wat
the clouds pour down, they drip upon man abundantly. 29) Can anyone understand the spreading

of the clouds, the thundeg of His pavilion? 30) Behold, He spreads His lightning about Him,

and He covers the depths of the sea. 0

This Bible reference clearly describes evaporation and its cycle, which we now refer to as the
hydrological cycle We also see that the cont@xtludes the sea. However, the Greeks believed

that spring water came from the oceans and was purified in the ground, making fresh water. The
understanding of the evaporation process, as described in the Book of Job, was not discovered
and understood untihe 17th century.
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Here is a short related quote from Chapter 11 of the 1999 NGWA Press publiGrtomd

Water Hydrology for Water Well Contractaofiswga.org) that you may find interesting:

"Before the 17th century, many natural philosophers accepted the Greek theory (proposed by
people who lived in a semiarid climate on limestone hills) that rainfadl insufficient to feed
springs and rivers. It was thought that spring water was purified sea water from deep within the
earth (reverse osmosis?).However, in 1580, Bernard Palissy proposed the theory of the
hydrologic cycle. Pierre Perrault (164880) nade careful observations of rainfall and stream
flow in the Seine River basin, confirming Palissy's hunch and thus began the study of modern
scientific hydrology."

In Job, we find the Bible describes the hydrological cycle long before science disdwers t
reality of it.

Topic Index

Job 38:16: "Have you entered irttee springs of the s@20r have you walked in the recesses of
the deep?0

Think how this must have sounded to Job. There is no way that anybody in his day could have
known there were springs in the ocean. It is not like anybody went deep sea diving, or any other
type of underwater exploration.

Today we know that hot springs leydrothermal vents come from the ocean floor. Scientist first
discovered these in the 1970ow could Job possibly know that there were springs of any kind
on the ocean floor?

Topic Index
Ecclesiasted : 6 : ABl owing toward the sout h, then tur
swirling along; and on its <circular courses t

A study ofJet Stream & Trade Windsill show you that the wind does go in the circular course
as describeth this verse that was written in between S3® BC.

Jet Stream was discovered during World War 2.

The Trade Winds were discovered during the time of Christopher ColumbusX3@6)L
(earthguide.ucsd.edu & Wikipedia.org)

How did Solomon know about this in 900 BC?
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| sai ah 44: 24: AThu
wo mb , ol , t he LORD, a stretchiigeout tha keavey onfselfaand t hi
spreading out the earth all alone...

There are a number of Bible references speaking of the stretching out of the heavens. Isaiah is
not the oldest reference, but it was written about 740 BC.

With the discoveries found with the Hubble Telescope and studies of red shifts most scientists
today will agree that the universe has expanded. This is something that has just been discovered
in our life time, but the Bible declared the heavens were stretched out in about 17 different
passages, several thousand years ago.

Looking at the Bible, we sethat there is no other document, whether it be religious or non
religious, that provides this kind of credentials or uniqueness. In prophecies we see the Bible tell
world history in advance and much of it has already happened. So the sincere studeetican ch
out if the Bible really can foretell the future by looking to see if it was accurate on predictions in
the past. Well it does not end there. The Bible also had knowledge of scientific details long
before they were discovered by mankind. How is thasiptes? Perhaps because the Bible it is
what exactly what it claims to be: the written word of God!

Topic Index
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The idea of Hell is a very uncomfortable subject for anybody to seriously consider. However we
cannot deny that it is taught in the Bible. This should lead to some honest questions to ask about
Hell.

Youcanclickomi The Do ct r tostartreading & éhé beginninfjtbis topic or use the
topicindex to jump to the part that interest you most.

TOPICINDEX

Overview of content in this section is as follows:

THE DOCTRINE OF HELL

The nature of God and a fair judg@g. 144)

The 3 Greek words translated as "hell" and the 3 pldpgs144)

Who goes to hell?(pg. 148)

What is Hell like? (pg.149)

They have a body(pg. 149)

They are consciougpg. 150)

The argument against consciousné€pg. 150)

They are suffering in some mannérg. 152)

Theywill be in this state forever there is no 2nd charipg. 153)

For some there are greater degrees of punishrpntl53)

Turn to Jesus to escape he¢flg. 154)

What the early churchetieved (pg. 154)
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THE DOCTRINE OF HELL

| do not feel right about starting off this subject without fesplaining a little about the nature

of God. The Bible tells us that God is love (1John .4:8). In fact He loves us so much He made the
ultimate sacrifice for us by spilling His own blood on our behalf (John 3:16, Acts 20:28).God is
also a God of justice drHis very nature demands judgment upon all sin (Romans 6:23).We are
also told that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin (Hebrews 9:22).That's
how serious sin is! But because the Lord Himself paid for our sins, all we have t@cepx

Him and His payment as a free gift (John 3:16, Ephesiar8)24& will indeed judge the world.

It is also true that people will condemn themselves to hell by rejecting Chiistds Savior

and ignoring God's plan of salvation.

It is importantto recognize that to demand justice is part of God's nature; however, He does not
take pleasure in it. Ezekiel 33:11 reaizay to them, 'As | live!" declares the Lord GOD, 'l take

no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked tumn His way and live.

Turn back, turn back from your wevi |Thiwiagnse! Why
of my favorite verses that shows the heart of God. Twice He pleads with them to turn back, turn
back from evil ways. The Lord asks themyathey would choose to die. You see by His nature

that God must judge sin. Yet we also see that He would rather fa¥gibbet He can't unless

people repent, because He is a God of justice.

1 Deuteronomy 10:148: "For the LORD your God is the God of goalsd the Lord of
lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God who does not show partiality, nor take
a bribe. He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the
alien by giving him food and clothing. o

1 Psalm9:78 : i B u RD dbides forev@r; He has established His throne for judgment,
And He will judge the world in righteousness; He will execute judgment for the peoples
with equity. o

We are all sinners, and those who do not accept His payment for their sins will receive Hi
wrath. As we will see, Hell is a very real and unpleasant place. Hell was made for the devil and
his angels (Matthew 25:41). We can avoid it by turning to Jesus.

Topic Index

There are three Greek words referringtie abode of the unrighteous in the New Testament.
These three Greek words are translated 1 n En:¢
Bi bl e. The word AHell 06 is also defined as th

emphasis in tis chapter mine):
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1) There is the present Hellas we see in Luke 16:23 (KJV): "And Irell he lifts up his eyes,
beingint or ments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and

Revelation 20:14 (KJV) reads, "And death drall were cast into the lake of fire. This is the

second death." Both of these verses use the Greek word number 86itrotiges Greek/Hebrew

Dictionary. i h al rddce)sfrorh h @driegative particle) and 1492; properly, unseen, i.e.
6Hadesd or the place(sqgmraed °°Ndic lthe.mihe boekdof s o ul <
Luke, Jesus referred to hell as a place where the unrighteents We find in the book of
Revelation, that this same hell is cast into the lake of fire in the final Judgment.

2) There is the future Hell.Jesus refers to this future Hell in the following passage from Mark
9:4344: "And if your hand causes you tastble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
crippled, than having your two hands, to go ih&ll, into theunquenchable firgwhere their
worm does not die, and tffiee is not quenched] 0o

This future Hell Jesus spoke of in Mark 9:48 is tre lake of fire. Here He describes this Hell as
unquenchable fireSst r ongés GDidiean&yl Hesbtrsew he fAHell 0 writte
word #10670 fi g e e n a-enhad)h af Hebrew origin [1516 and 2011]; valley of (the son of)
Hinnom; gehenna (oiGe-Hinnom), a valley of Jerusalem, used (figuratively) as a name for the

place (or state) of everlasting punishment: ke 1“9 . o

Nelson's lllustrated Bible Dictionatias t he f ol l owing to say regal
the Greek form of the Hebew wor d t hat me a nds a valkeyhjest seuthlofe o f |
Jerusalem. In this valley the Canaanites worshiped Baal and thgoéir®lolech by sacrificing

their children in a fire that burned continuously. Even Ahaz and Manasseh, kings of Judah, were
guilty of this terrible, idolatrous practice <2 Chr. 28:3; 33:6>....In the time of Jesus, the Valley of
Hinnom was used as the garbage dump of Jerusalem. Into it were thrown all the filth and garbage

of the city, including the dead bodies of animals anecated criminals. To consume all this,

fires burned constantly. Maggots worked in the filth. When the wind blew from that direction

over the city, its awfulness was quite evident. At night wild dogs howled and gnashed their teeth

as they fought over the dmge.

AJesus used this awful scene as a symbol of
hell i's |I'ike? Look at the valley of Gehenna. 0
dumpdé. Al 1l t enwil beshrowmirftdnel. f or hea

ABecause of the symbolic nature of the | angua

actual fire. Such reasoning should bring no comfort to the lost. The reality is greater than the
symbol. The Bible exhausts human language in describing heademed. The former is more
gl orious, and the | atter md7e terrible, than
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There is no one ithis future Hell (the lake of fire) now. The first ones mentioned in the Bible to
be cast into the lake of fire are the beast and the false prophet:

1 Revelation 19:20: "And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who
performed the signs in higresence, by which he deceived those who had received the
mark of the beast and those who worshiped his im&agse two were thrown alive into
the lake of fire which burns with brimstone."

It is after this that the devil and "Hell" (as seen in Luke23§: as well as whosoever was not
found written in the book of life, are cast into the lake of fire as shown in the text below.

1 Revelation 20:145 (KJV): "And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of
fire and brimstonewhere the beast artble false prophet arandshall be tormented day
and night forever and eveAnd | saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
And | saw the dead, small andegt, stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave
up the dead which were in; iand death and hell delivered up the dead which were
anthem: and they were judged every man according to their worksdéatth and hell
were cast into the lake of fir§his is the second deatAnd whosoever was not found
written in the book of life wasast into the lake of fire."

Notice that those who were not written in the book of life are cast into the lake of fire. That
means the deceased are not there now, but rather they are in the "Hell" that | mentioned in 1) (the
Hell of Luke 16:23). The papl ace of the Luke 16:23 fdAHell 6 sl
during the time written about in Revelation 2015

3) There is a Hell for certain angelsThe third Greek word translated as "Hell" is from the

Strong's Greek/Hebrew Dictionaryw o r d #50 2 0, -fato'eoy; tfrenr Badaroy (tha r

deepest abyss of Hades); to incarcerate in eternal torment:- &«B&/st down t o hel | .
word is only used in 2 Peter.2:4: "For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast
them nto hell and committed them to pits of taess, reserved for judgment?

These angels are also mentioned in Jude 1:6. Since we know that nobody is as of yet in Gehenna
(the lake of fire), and 2 Peter 2:4 uses an entirely different Greek word foritHegllpgical to

believe that this is perhaps a different location or a different part of the Hell mentioned in Luke
16:23, concerning the story of Lazarus in Abraham's bosom and the rich man in Hell. We also
know that the demons are fallen angels andynwdrthem are here upon the earth. Some people
have speculated who these angels were and why they were held captive, but Scripture does not
say enough about them to reach a definite conclusion.
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In the Old Testament, all of the words translated as Hell in the King James Version of the Bible
come from the Hebrew word found in Strong's #7585f s h e ' 0 wle'); dr sidole(dheh

ole"); from 7592; Hades or the world of the dead (as if a subterranean retreat), including its
accessories and inmates: K39 r av e, i Ehis Hebrewpviotd has also been translated in
King James as "grave" (Genesis 44:29, 31; Job 88InP30:3; and Isaiah 14:11) and it has also
been translated as "pit" (Numbers 16:30, 33; Job17:16). Although the body is usually put into a
grave or pit after it dies, it is a mistake to interpret this as its entire meaning.

In the following textthe words in bold and underlined in verses 9, 11 and l&re from this
same Hebrew word (#7585 in tistrong's Greek/Hebrew DictiongryHoweverthe word in
bold and underlined in verse 19n Strong's is from the Hebrew word #6913 geber, (keh'
ber); or (fenmine) qgibrah (kibraw'); from 6912; a sepulchre: KdJVburying place, grave,
sepul©hre. o

Isaiah 14:919 (KJV):

9 fiHell from beneath isnoved for thee to meet thee at thy comingtirreth up the dead

for thee, even all the chief ones of #wrth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of
the nations.

10 Al | t hey shall speak and say unto thee,
become | i ke unto us?6

11 Thy pomp is brought down to tlggave, and the noise of thy viols: tiveorm is spread

under thee, and the worms cover thee.

12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art thou cut down
to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

13 For thou hast said i n t hi wileexdltegnthrone abéve wi
the stars of God: | will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

14 |l will ascend above the heights of the cl
15 Yet thou shalt be brought downhell, to thesides of the pit.

16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the
man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms;

17 That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; thatrogethed

house of his prisoners?

18 All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, everyone in his own house.

19 But thou art cast out of tirave like an abominable branch, and as the raiment

of those that are slain, thrust through witkweord, that go down to the stones of the pit;

as a carcass trodden under feet. o

This passage was addressed to the King of Babylon in verse 4. In this text, verse 9 shows that
those in Hell (#7585, she'owl) are eager for him to come so that they may mo(kehse 10).

The King of Babylon is cast out of his grave (verse 19, #6913, geber) to be thrown into Hell.
Since he is cast out of his grave and thrown into Hell it is easy to see they are not same thing.
Here #7585 (she'owl) and #6913 (geber) are opgmsinot synonyms. (This passage refers not
only to the King of Babylon, but to Satan himself.)
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WHO GOES TO HELL?

To get a clear understanding of whom goes to Hell you should also undewsiainil means to
be save@nd the difference betwegnace and works

John 15:6: If anyone does not abide in Me, hetlisown away as a branch, and dries up; and
they gather them, anchsttheminto the fire and they are burned." In this verse, anyone who
does not abide in das will go to Hell.

Il Thessalonians 1:08: "For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who
afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with Hisghty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retributiontbmse

who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will
pay the penalty of eternal destructi@way from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of

His power,"” This passage says that anyone who does not know God, and also those who do not
obey the Gospel of Jesus, goes to Hell.

Revelation 21:78: "He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and | will be his God and he
will be My son. But for the coerdly andunbelievingand abominable and murderers and
immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."Most people focus on the murderers and
other imnoral people mentioned in this passage, but it actually saysathahbelievers are
included in those who will go to Hell.

Revelation 20:12 5: A And | saw the dead, the great and
and books were opened; and anothmwkowas opened, which is the book of life; and the dead

were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the

sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in
them; and theyvere judged, every one of them according to their deeds. And death and Hades
were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake oAficeif anyone's name

was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake obifieze we find that

anybody's name that is not recorded in the book of life will go to Hell.

From theseverses we have learned that there are those will erid tigll 8 but we are all
sinners.Anyone not covered by Jesus' payment for their sins (becduséusal to accept Him

and His substitutional sacrifice on the cross), will go to Hell. The good news is that the blood of
Jesus covers all sin (1 John-1:Q).
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WHAT IS HELL LIKE?

The Bible speaks of Hell in metaphorical descriptions. By the descriptions we can learn certain
truths (metaphorical or not, Scripturertinly is not describing anything good). We do know
that those in Hell

1) have bodies,

2) are conscious, and

3) are suffering in some manner.

4) They will be in this state forever (there is no second chance).
5) For some, there are greater degrees of punishment.

Topic Index

1) Those in Hell have bodies.

a) Daniel 12:2: "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to
everlasting | ife, but the others to disgra

b) John 5:2829: "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the
tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a
resurrection of |life, those who committed

In this &xt we see that everyone will be resurrededvhether they are resurrected for eternal
life in Heaven, or for eternal judgment in Hell. Paul, when writing to the church at Corinth,
described the resurrected bodies that they would receive as imperish&ger(thians 15:42);

in other words, their new bodies would last forever.

c) Matthew 5:2930 (see also Matthew 1898 Mark 9:454 7 ) AAnd i f your ri
you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of tiee part
of your body perish, that for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And it your right
hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one
of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hed

By Jesus' words we can see the seriousness of sin. We also see that Jesus believed that those
going to Hell would go there with a body. He gives us a metaphorical description of an
irrevocable law. His listeners understood that once an eye was plogkat would not be put

back. Likewise, once a body is thrown in hell, it will not come back out.
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2) Those in Hell are conscious.

In Luke 16:1931, Jesus told a story of a man in Hell. Some people choose to believe this is a
parable; others do ndtven if we consider it a parable we need to remeddesusalways taught
specific truths in His parables. In this text, a rich man is in Hell and fully conséiohe can

see, speak, and experience misery. Also, across the gulf, Lé&zamh® is not in Helld is also
conscious, and he is being comforted. Thehtbeing taught hererould seem to be a warning

that Hell is a place of mental and physical misery.

Jesus spoke to the Sadducees in Matthew 22223The Sadducees said there was no
resurrection, and Jesus said, "regarding the resurrection of the deadgou not read that which

was spoken to you by God, saying, 'l am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead but
long before, but Jesus referred torthas alive. Moses had also died long before Jesus was born.

Yet as recorded in Matthew 1781 he and Elijah appeared on top of a mountain and talked to
Jesus. Certainly Moses was conscious in order to be able to talk to Jesus! The Apostle Paul said
he woud rather be dead and be with the Lord but for the sake of the brethren he knew he must
continue on. (Philippians 1:2Z%4, 2 Corinthian 5:®). Why would Paul wish for such a thing if

death only meant that he would enter a state of unconsciousness? iKeeprtimd when | deal

with the A3) they are suffering in some manne

Topic Index

How can those in Hell be in torment if they are not conscious? But before | move on to that
subject, there are two Bible passages lidike to comment onThese are passages that some
people mistakenly cite as a proof text that the dead are not conscious

1 Ecclesiastes 9:3 0 :  theFliwimg know they will die, butthe dead do not know
anything, nor have they any longer a reward for their memory is forgotten Indeed
their love, their hare, and their zeal have already perishedhapdvill no longer have
a share in all that is done under the sun. Go, then, eat your bread in happinessd
drink your wine with a cheerful heart, folo@ has already approved your works. Let your
clothes be white all the time, and let not oil be lacking on your lH&gdy life with the
woman whom you lovall the days of your fleeting life which He has given to you
under the sun; for this is your reward in life, and in your toil in which you have
laboredunder the sun Whatever your hand finds to do, verily, do it with all your might;
for there is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdonSimeol where you are
going 0 (AScheol 0588y eaisoStrangbaté&d as

ot
(@]
—
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People who believe the dead are unconscious point out the underlined parts of this passage. The
thought is that if the dead do not know anything or have any activity, and their feelings have
perished, they must be unconscious. There are a couple of psobl#nthis view.

1) This idea does not align with other Scripture. This would contradict what Jesus said about
Lazarus and the rich man, as well as other Scrip&uweh as we seen in Luke 16:329
with Lazarus and the rich man.

2) This interpretation would not be true to the context of the passage. Solomon is referring
to conscious action in this physical world. The context is not about what one does
actively in the spiritual realm after death. In thelded words we can see that ithe
living world, the dead are soon forgotten. The dead no longer know what is happening in
our physical world. They no longer have any part of anything here "under the sun".
Therefore enjoy life here while you céh because our ti me ishere "
passing quickly.

Another verse commonly used by those who try to support their belief of the dead being
uNconscious is:

T Psalm 146:4 (KJV): AHIi s br e atinkthatyeryedaythisf or t h
thoughts perish. o

The word (‘estongtranslated as "thoughts" here in the King James Version of Psalm 146:4 can
al so be transl ated as #Apl anso, whi cWebsiers t he
Collegiate Dictionary 10th Editioffists a partial definition of thought as "a developed intention

or plan.***Followingis the way this verse appears in the NIV:

T Psalm 146:4 (NI V): AWhen their spirit depa
their plans come to nothing. o

Smce the Hebrew word can also be transl ated
translation. Viewing this verse this way does not affect the context of the passage. The words

At hhoughtso and fApl anso, by def itisimbre likelythatc an b e
this interpretation of the word is correct than it is that this verse is in contradiction with other
Scriptures.
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3) Those in Hell are suffering in some manner.

a) Revelation 1499 2: A"And anot her angel |, a third one,
Voi ce, 60l f anyone wor,andirepesvesia mark on hiafsrehead nd h
or upon his handhe also will drink of the wine of the wrath of Goathich is mixed in
full strength in the cup of His anger; and he willtbemented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels andhie presence of the LamAnd the smoke of their
torment goes up forever and eveand they have no rest day and nightthose who
worship the beast and his i mage, and whoev
perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus."”

The word "tormented” in this passage comes from the Greek Wbaanizo." Thayer's
definition of Greek wor ds -dB toitastereetals)tby thes f o |
touchstone, which is a black siliceous stone used to test the purity of gold or silver by the color

of the streak produced on it by rubbing itiweither metal (2) to question by applying torture

(3) to torture (4) to vex with grievous pains (used of body or mind), to torment (5) to be
harassed, to be distressed; used of® those who

Granted, the pasgas of the Bible concerning Hell are written with symbolic language. But
symbolic of what? The use of this word in no way implies ceasing to exist or being unconscious.
In fact, quite the opposite is true. Notice the text here said this state lasted foré\ever, and

that they had no rest day or night.

b) Matthew 13:434 2 : AThe Son of Man will send forth
of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will cast
them into the furnace of fir@ that place there shall meeepingand gnashing of

The word Aweepingo in thi sVinglseEgpesitagyeDictiosary dfe f i ne
Biblical Words " WEEPI NG kKl aut hmos n28057, akin t o
crying, 6<&8aitza; 123:182, 50>, RV (KJV, 6wail ingo)

Acts 29%:37>.0
| believe that is significant that this same Greek word was used to describe how the people were

weeping when Herod had all of the boys two years old and youngeeradr(Matthew 2:16
18). Can you imagine the sorrow and weeping that took place at that time and place in history?
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4) Those in Hell will be in this state forever, and there is no second chance.

The following verse implies that there is no second chance. Even as Christ died only once, man
will be judged only once.

Hebrews 9:22 8 : A And i it & sppointed forangen to die once and after this comes
judgment so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a
second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eageayiat Hi m. 0

They will be in this state forever.

Revelation 14:11: "And the smoke of thearment goes up forever and ever; and they have no
rest day and nighthose who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of
his name."

Matthew 2 5: 46 : AANnd t heaenal pumnishméntbgt the reghviedmus intetarralo
life. o

Il n this passage the word nAeternal o is used t
Thayer'sdefinition of Greek and Hebrew words defines it as followsfi 1 6 6 -1) wathod ni 0 s
beginning and end, what has always been and always will be; 2) without beginnimithd&)t

end, never to “®ease, everlasting.?od

To say that punishment in Hell is only for a time is the same as saying Heaven will onlyabe for
time. The same Greek word transl ated as ndeter
in Aeternal |l i fed, Thayersdkess cofi btelse Ad udleiot yaso " ul
fullness of life, both essential and ethical, which bglen t o S G ddefinéspunishment

in this verse as (penal infliction: .. punishment, torméfit).
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5) For some, there are greater degrees of punishment.

Luke 20:4647: "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love
respectful greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues, and places of honor
at banquets, who devour widows' houses, and for appearance's sakengffaayersthese will

receive greater condemnativ(See also Matthew 23:14, Mark 12:40.)

The Bible tells us that some will receive a greater condemnation, but it does not tell us how.
Thayerssays the foll owing about the word fAconder
decision (whether severe or mild) which one passes on the faults of thers."
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The following are some of the terms that have been used in the Bible to describe Hell: outer
darkness; weeping and gnashing of teeth; unquenchable fire; pits of darkness; furnace of fire;
eternal fire; wiere their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched; tormented with fire; he
also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God; eternal destruction; away from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of His power.

Topic Index

No matter how you view it, these words are not describing anything good. Jesus spoke of Hell
more than anyone else in the Bible. Why would He go to such lengths to warn people about it if
Hell were not real? All of his descriptions of it weterrible. Considering what Jesus had to say
about it, how can we help but believe that Hell is a very real and terrible place? | have found
studying this subject depressing and disturbing. | plead with you, if you do not know Jesus
consider Him carefullyJesus is the only way that you can escape this awful place!!!

1 Luke 12:49 (see also Matthew 10:28): "And | say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of
those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can dowBluivarn you
whom to fea fear the One who after He has killed has authority to cast into hell; yes, |
tell you, fear Him!Are not five sparrows sold for two cents? And yet not one of them is
forgotten before God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear
you are of more value than many sparrows. And | say to you, everyone who confesses
Me before men, the Son of Man shall confess him also before the angels of God; but he
who denies Me before men shall be denied b

1 Mark8:36:"Foowhat does it profit a man to gain t1

T 2 Corinthehokd,6: 20w is Othe acceptable ti
salvationb6o.

Following are some related Scripture concerning this subject: Matthewl3;dathew 7:19,
Matthew 13:4660, Matthew 23:33, Matthew 25:281, Mark 9:43, Luke 347, Romans 12:19
20, Revelation 14:90.
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The writings from church leaders in the first couple of centuries are not Scripheg.are
however, helpful in determining if the Church has changed any major doctrine or the
interpretation of Scripture. Generally speaking those living closer to the time when New
Testament writers lived would have different insights into the culturtaaiftime. They also
would at times have a clearer understanding of what Jesus and the Apostles taught.
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The followingquotes can be found ithe Ante Nicene Fathe($989):

T AJustinds Dial og wi Bt Idd moyspyhimdéed, th&talbsputs die; V)
for that were truly a piece of good fortune to the.ewhat then? The souls of the pious
remain in a betteplane, while those of the unjust and wicked are in a worse, waiting for
the time of judgment. Thus some which have appeared worthy of God never die; but
others are punished so long as God wills them to exist and to be punB&hed

1T "nThe Second Apol ogy of Justin for the Chr
(Chapter 1 iFor everywher e, whoever |1 s correct e
or friend, or brother, or husband, or wife, for a fault, for being hard to move, fioaglov
pleasure and being hard to urge to what is right (except those who have been persuaded
that the unjust and intemperate shall be punished in eternabdir¢hat the virtuous and
those who lived like Christ shall dwell with God in a state that is fi@®a sufferingd
we mean, those who have become Christians), and the evil demons, who hate us, and
who keep such men as these subject to themselves, and serving them in the capacity of
judges, incite them, as rulers actuated by evil spirits, to put weatb.t*

Topic Index
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In our world today what many people believe ab8atan is not biblical. We are indeed in a
spiritual war. It is wise to understand our enemy and his tactics so that we will prevail.

You can click on ASatan a bi bl i cgdfthiptepicopect i v
use the topiendex tojump to the part that interest you most.

Topic Index

Satan: A Biblical look at who he is and false world viegpg. 157)

Overview of content in this section is as follows:
Satan
Satan is an actual being that vasated not just some unseen for@g. 157)

Satan is not an equal opposite of Gapg. 158)

Satan is not in Hell and he does not reign ovefgt. 159)
Satan's' Powel(pg. 159)

The Christian need not fear hinfpg. 160)

Satan's' Tactics (pg. 160)

Satan blinds peoplesdé mindsgpg.d6a) t hat t
Satan snatchesawayseeds t r ut h pl ant gpd.161)n peopl e
Satan deceives people by showing signs and won(persl61)

Satan has his own religious leaders disguised as Apostles of Gpysi61)

Satan uses these teachers to teach doctrines of demons and the deep things (pigSaéd).

hey do n
6s heart.

Paul warns us of these false teachir(gg. 161)

Demons are sometimes what actually lie behind idols and false ¢ogl 162)

Satan fills peopl eds(pghiézarts with the desire t
Satan will use our unwillingness to forgive against (55%3.162)

Satan even uses well meaning people to tstdp God's plan(pg. 163)

Satan puts thoughts into pe(mpuédgds minds to ca
God sometimes allows this for the purpose of chastising his pe@ue163)

God my also allow these things to keep us from falling into the error of priog.163)

Satan hinders missionary workpg. 164)

Satan is ready to accusépg. 164)

Satan uses scripture ahdlf truths for the purpose of deceivin¢pg. 164)

The many forms of temptation(pg. 165)
God will help us through these temptatior(pg. 165)
If we do not want to fall into SatansSnares than we must cling to what God has already tald us.

To the NonrBeliever (pg. 167)
Other Interesting quoteSpg. 168)
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SATAN: A BIBLICAL LOOK AT WHO HE IS AND FALSE WORLD VIEWS

In our world today many people do not even believe that Satan exists. This of course is a great
advantage for the deuvil. It is hard to preparelefend yourself against the tactics of the enemy if

you do not believe the enemy exists. Perhaps Satan himself had something to do with the un
Biblical worldview of him. Satan is also often pictured as-nadin/haltbeast, with horns, tail,

and clovenhoofs, carrying a trident. This tBiblical view of him is so ridiculous that some

reject belief in his existence altogether. The greatest withess we have to Satan's actual existence
is that of Jesus Christ. Who should know better than the creator?

Jesuscreated angels

AFor He delivered us from the domai n d dar k
beloved Son, in whom we have redemptiba forgiveness of sins. And He is the image of the
invisible God, the firsborn of all creation.For by Him all things were created, {both} in the

heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities- all things have been created by Hand for Himo

Colossians 1:1-36

(Concerning rulers and authorities as damobeings see Ephesians 6:12, Ephesians 2:2,
Colossians 2:15, and 1 John 3:8.)

JESUS CONSIDERED SATAN AN ACTUAL BEING, NOT JUST SOME
UNSEEN FORCE

Jesus had a conversation with Satan during which Satan twisted Scripture and tried to tempt
Jesus to sin (Matthew 4110). Jesus refers to Satan as one who steals the word of God from
men's hearts (Mark 4:15). Jesus declared he saw Satan fall from hieakeri(:18). Jesus told
Simon that Satan had asked permission to sift Him like wheat; in other words, to destroy His
faith (Luke 22:3132). In these Scriptures Jesus shows us that Satan is not just an unseen force,
but rather he is an actual being.
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SATAN IS A FALLEN ANGEL, WHICH IS A CREATED BEING

"You were in Eden, the garden of Geadery precious stone was your covering: the ruby, the
topaz, and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper; the lapis lazuli, the turquoise, and
the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, wasOm ybe.day

that you were createdhey were preparedYou were the anointed cherwiho covers, and |

placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of
fire. You were blameless in your ways from theytaywere createduntil unrighteousness was

found in you. By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence, and you
sinned; therefore | have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And | have destroyed
you, O covering cherub, from the midst of thenetoof fire. Your heart was lifted up because of
your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor. | cast you to the ground;

| put you before kings, that they may see you. By the multitude of your iniquities, in the
unrighteousness of yourade, you profaned your sanctuaries. Therefore | have brought fire
from the midst of you; it has consumed you, and | have turned you to ashes on the earth in the
eyes of all who see you. o

Ezekiel 28:1318

Although this passage also relates to the kihgyre, from this passage we learn that Satan is a
created being that was beautiful and full of wisdom. He was originally blameless then he became
violent and arrogant because his beauty and wisdom went to his head. Satan's pride was his
downfall. A simlar passage relating to the king of Babylon and Satan's fall due to pride can be
found in Isaiah 14:49. A cherub as mentioned in this passage is an angel.

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition

1 A c h e n,plwusu cher.u.bim [L, fr. Gk cheroub, fr. Heb kerubh] (13c) Jplorder of
angels-see celestial hierarchg pl usu cherubs a: a beautiful usu. winged child in
painting and sculpture b: an innocémbking usu. chubby and rosy perserche.ru.bic
adj -- che.ru.bi.cal.lyadv-c her . ub. |l i ke adj .. . 0

1 fcelestial hierarchy n (1883): a traditional hierarchy of angels ranked from lowest to
highest into the following nine orders: angels, archangels, principalities, powers, virtues,
dominions, thrones, chési m, and “$er aphi mo
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As already stated, many people do not believe that Satan €iséss lean toward the idea that

Satan is the equal opposite of Gathking him much greater than he actually is. Satan is called
the figod of this worldo (2 Corinthians 4:4),
For Satan to be the opposite of God he would have to posses some of these divine aftributes o
God. Scripture tells us that God is-pbwerful (Job 42:2, Jeremiah 32:17, Matthew 19:26, Luke
1:37); God is atknowing (Psalm 147:5, Isaiah 40:28, Romans 11:33); and God is present
everywhere at once (Psalm 139:Z, Jeremiah 23:234, 2 Chronicles B). Satan does not

posses any of these qualities; therefore he is not simply an equal opposite of God.

We know that Satan is not gdbwerful because he is defeated by the cross, and his works are
destroyed by Christ (Colossians 2:18, Hebrews 2:14, lobn 3:8).
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