
T E X T  S C R I P T U R E S

• Hebrews 10:23
• Hebrews 11:1,3,21

I. Introduction: Hebrews 10:23
A. Hold fast — Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

1. Written to Jews who had received the good news of the
Gospel.

a. When the Church was young, many Jews embraced the
Gospel. They believed it. It was healing for their bodies; it was
soundness for their minds; it was deliverance in their finances;
it was prosperity in their lives, and they embraced it with all of
their hearts.
b. For the first few years after coming to Christ, the earliest
believers faced few problems. They walked in the joy in
the Holy Ghost; they walked in signs and wonders; they
prospered. In fact, in the early years, there was not even any
persecution from the Roman government. There was religious
persecution, but there was no governmental persecution until
almost 20 years after Pentecost.
c. The Roman Empire was very similar to the United States in
that its constitution protected religious freedom for everyone.
And because of that in the Roman Empire, there were
more than 3,000 different religions. All these religions were
tolerated and accepted.

2. Persecution: Overnight many early Christians lost their
religious freedoms when the opinion of the government changed
about the Church.

a. These are the Hebrew believers to whom Paul was
writing — those who had lost their freedoms under the
persecution of the Roman government. These Christians had
been waiting for 30 years for God’s blessing to be returned to
their lives.
b. No matter what difficulties life might throw your way, you
must hold fast to the profession or confession of your faith.

3. Kataecho — “hold fast” means to wrap one’s arms around a
thing and hold it firm or to hold it down.

a. The notion is that if you don’t hold fast — if you don’t
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dominate it — this thing will slip away from you.
b. “I’m not going to let go of what God said to me! I’m going to hold fast to this word!”

B. Profession/“Confession”
1. We’ve had a lot of teaching on confession. Sometimes when people confess, it brings results; yet 
sometimes it brings no results at all.

a. Illustration: Years ago, I went to a meeting, and a man shared his testimony where he shared how 
he took his eyeglasses and began to stomp on them as an act of faith, and his eyes were instantly 
healed. So I turned to my friend, and I said, “If he can do it. I can do it.” I took off my eyeglasses, 
stomped on them, and said, “My eyes are healed!”  
b. But the truth was, I didn’t have the faith in my heart to make that kind of confession. I was simply 
parroting what someone else said. Therefore, on my home that night in my car, I realized I was a 
lethal weapon. And until I got some faith in my heart to make that kind of confession, I’d better go 
get myself a new set of glasses.  

2. Homologian — profession/“confession” (alignment)
a. Confession is not just merely repeating what God has said.
b. It is God’s heart and your heart coming into such divine alignment on an issue that your heart and 
God’s heart beat with the same syncopation. You see it just like God sees it. You feel it just like God 
feels it. You hear it just like God hears it.
c. And when you and God come into this kind of alignment, you are in a position to make a 
confession that brings results.  

3. Illustration: Parrot imitating a telephone.
a. Some people speak words that sound like confessions but that do not come from the heart; 
therefore, they are not confessions.
b. A confession that brings results will require the commitment of your life. 
c. Hold fast, because something wants to take this away from you! Life will take it away from you. 
Your relatives will take it away from you.

4. Illustration: While on a mission’s trip to Russia, God told me, “Welcome to your new home.”  
I had also just taught for a mission’s conference and discovered I could read a Russian Bible. I didn’t 
understand everything, of course, but phonetically I could read it.

a. But the devil would tell me, “If you obey God and move to the other side of the world, you will lose all 
your partners — out of sight, out of mind!” It was like the devil was trying to paint these images on my 
mind. And every night I would have to pull those images down.
b. We went to see Denise’s parents. Her dad was 73 years old, and all he remembered about Russia 
was Stalin. He told us that we were breaking his heart by moving his baby girl to Russia — that we 
should take a good long look at him, because he would die while we were gone and we’d never see 
him again.
c. Then I went to see my best friend, who said, “What do you mean, you’re going to move to Russia?” 
Have you ever noticed that sometimes your friends repeat what the devil says? My friend said, “Out 
of sight, out of mind. Your partners will forget who you are, and you will go broke.” I remember that day 
well, because it was my birthday!

5. In order for me to do what God was calling me to do, I had to put friends, family, and my desire for 
success out of my mind. I also had to put the voice of the devil out of my mind and cast off every echo 
of his thoughts. Then I had to reach out with the arms of faith and embrace that word I had received 
from God as tightly as I could and hold it down with all my might. I had to decide: This is what God has 
said to me, and no one and no power is going to talk me out of doing what He has called me to do!

a. Through my commitment, I came into alignment with God, and my heart and His heart began to 
beat the very same regarding His will for my life. 
b. All those who came to throw doubt on the dream God had given me actually helped me come into 
that place of alignment. 

C.  “Waver” (to recline or to lay down; someone who is too weak to stand)
1. If God has given you a word for your life and you let go of that word — if He has given you an 
assignment and you allow somebody to steal that assignment from you — it won’t be long until you 
begin to lose the energy that you once had in your life, and spiritually, you will begin to wobble. 



Then you will begin to sit down — and, finally, you will build a bed on your faith. 
    a. Illustration: Man who once walked in a revelation of faith and then let it go. 

b. If God speaks a word to you, you better hang on to it, because your life depends on that word.
 

II. Hebrews 11
A. Hebrews 11:1 — “Substance”

1. Hupostasis — “substance” (to stand by) 
    a. Faith is standing by things hoped for.

b. Illustration: The bulldog that refuses to let go once he has wrapped his jowls around the bone of 
his dreams. 

2. Faith is an attitude; you can see the attitude of faith.
a. Now faith is standing by. You have to take this in context with Hebrew 10. Once God has spoken 
a word to you or about your life or ministry, you are to “wrap your jowls” around that word, hold 
it down, and hold it tight. Faith says, “I am going to stand by what God said to me, and I’m never 
going to let go of that assignment!” 
b. Hebrews 11:2 – by faith. By this “never-give-up” kind of faith. The elders, the Old Testament 
patriarchs, had this kind of “bulldog faith.” All of Hebrew 11 is about these elders — how they used 
this kind of faith to hold fast to what God had said to them, and they never gave up. 

B. Hebrews 11:3
1. Sounds like it’s talking about the creation of the world. It feels like the writer in verse 3 has skipped 
around to a different subject.
2. Through faith, we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things which do appear. — Hebrews 11:3
  a. Through “faith” – again, this word hupostasis, which means standing by.
b. Through this unrelenting faith, we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God.

3. However, if this verse were referring to creation, the Greek translation for the word “world” would 
have to be kosmos. 
4. Ionis — “world” — means specific periods of time in the history of man, such as a decade, that has a 
concrete beginning and a concrete ending. It would also describe a generation, because a generation has a 
beginning and an ending.

a. “framed” (to take something already existing and refashion it or completely reshape it)
b. Illustration: a potter reshaping a vase he isn’t satisfied with. 
c. The verse can now be translated, “Through this same kind of never-yielding, never-give-up faith, 
we understand that different generations and different time periods in our history have been completely 
realtered and reshaped by those who received a word from God. Afterward, the things that existed were 
nothing like they were before these individuals received their word from God.” 

5. The entire chapter of Hebrews 11 is about men and women who received a word from God and 
changed the course of history. 
    a. Illustration: Martin Luther’s impact – “the just shall live by faith.”

When Luther nailed those words to that church door, he broke the power of the Dark Ages. One 
man with one word.
b. Illustration: Oral Roberts’ impact (prosperity and healing) — God said to this man, “Take My 
healing power to your generation.” Before that time, most Christians believed sickness was from 
God. It was Oral Roberts who received a word from God. It was such a simple word — that God 
is a good God and the devil is a bad devil. But that word totally changed the thinking of countless 
multitudes. When Oral and Evelyn started out, the whole world was against them. It took their 
whole lives to come into alignment with that word. But all of us today are the benefactors of that 
determination. It took someone receiving a word from God and staking his life on it. 
c. Illustration: Brother Hagin’s impact (faith) — “Teach My people faith.” What did he do? He 
taught faith, faith, faith, faith. Why? Because that was the word God gave him.
d. Stand by that one word God gives you.

6. A word from God doesn’t have to be a long, complicated prophecy.
a. Illustration: the “Indiana Jones” prophecy concerning the location of the lost ark of the covenant.



b. When God speaks, He is straightforward.
c. If God has given you a word for your city, you have the power to change the history of your city. 
d. We all have the potential to be generation-changers. 
e. Get a word from God and stand by it. Don’t think it’s insignificant or small. Hold it down; hold it 
tight. Live your whole life for that word.

III. Conclusion: Hebrews 11:21 — how far this attitude of tenacity has to go.
A. Joseph was reaching the end of his life and had yet to see the fulfillment of his word from God. 
But he didn’t sit down and say, “Why didn’t this work? It’s not working!” The Bible tells us that he was 
leaning on his staff, worshiping God.
B. Rather than giving up, Joseph prophesied that word’s fulfillment on his children, his faith extending 
even into the next generation.

1. Even death could not stop this attitude of faith. That’s what it will take to change our generation.
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