NOTE FROM STORYWORKS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR | StoryWorks creates immediate
artistic responses to some of the most controversial and challenging issues our society
faces. We take investigative journalism, commission playwrights to create plays based on
the stories and then produce shows both in the San Francisco Bay Area, where The Center
for Investigative Reporting is based, and in the communities most directly aﬀected by
the issues. Over the past four years, StoryWorks has commissioned and produced nine
productions, toured in aﬀected communities, translated and performed work in Spanish,
and challenged theater and journalism to work in innovative ways to represent our world
and the immediate issues we confront.
What began as an experiment to bring journalism to the stage and give voice to the marginalized and oppressed became a challenge to both our community as a whole and the
artists who work with us to tell these stories. Our process evolved as we worked; this
had never been done before.
StoryWorks gets to the emotional truth of investigative journalism, based on facts and
allowing for artistic exploration, we delve into the personal stories behind the headlines
and create dialogue through theater.

Jennifer Welch
Artistic Director, StoryWorks from Reveal and the Center for Investigative Reporting

EUGENIE CHAN is artistic director of Eugenie Chan Theater Projects. Her award-winning
plays have been produced across the country, including at Centenary Stage, Cutting Ball
Theater, Houston Grand Opera, Northwest Asian American Theatre, Perishable, the Public
Theater, San Francisco Mime Troupe, and Thick Description, among others. Her screenplays have screened at the Asians on Film, Berlin, Big Apple, Cinestory, Dis-Orient, Mill
Valley, San Diego Asian, and Toronto Independent Film Festivals.
Eugenie teaches at the University of San Francisco’s Performing Arts & Social Justice Department, is playwright emerita at Cutting Ball Theater, and a New Dramatists and Playwrights Foundation resident alumna.

Journey to Emeraldville
Written by Eugenie Chan
Directed by Jennifer Welch

Based on the reporting and writing of Shoshana Walter, author of
“In secretive marijuana industry, whispers of abuse and traﬃcking,”
producer Fernanda Camarena and editor Amy Pyle. Reveal from The
Center for Investigative Reporting. September 18, 2016.

CAST
Sarita Ocón *
Jessica Lynn Carroll *
Linda Ayres Frederick *
John Terrell
Chris Phillips *

Hilary Hesse
Juan Amador *
Sophia LaPaglia
Aaron Wilton *
Michael Carlisi

* actors appearing courtesy of Actors Equity Association

PRODUCTION TEAM
Assistant Director..........................................................Alicia Griﬃths
Graphic Design................................................................Liz Pavlovic

Her play, Madame Ho, inspired by her great grandmother’s life as an immigrant, single
mother, and brothel madam in Barbary Coast Chinatown, premieres October 5 – 21, 2017
at the Exit Theater and October 28-29 at Cameron House, San Francisco.
www.eugeniechantheater.org

Journey to Emeraldville was commissioned and originally produced by
StoryWorks, from Reveal and the Center for Investigative Reporting,
Jennifer Welch, Artistic Director
The Center for Investigative Reporting thanks The
Rugged Elegance Foundation for its generous support
of StoryWorks.

storyworks.revealnews.org

WARNING: Journey to Emeraldville contains graphic
language describing sexual assault and drug use.

About CIR: The Center for Investigative Reporting is the nation’s ﬁrst independent,
multiplatform investigative reporting organization. Devoted to holding powerful interests accountable to the public trust, CIR creatively employs cutting-edge technology
and innovative storytelling to reveal injustice, spark change at all levels of society and
inﬂuence public dialogue on critical issues. With PRX, CIR co-produces the nationally
distributed Reveal radio show and podcast, which features CIR’s reporting, as well as
stories from public radio stations and a wide range of media partners, both nonproﬁt
and commercial. CIR produces high-impact reporting across print, video, TV, radio and
online platforms and is the recipient of the prestigious MacArthur Award for Creative
and Eﬀective Institutions, winner of 2013 and 2015 Emmy Awards and a 2013 George
Foster Peabody Award, and a ﬁnalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 2012 (for local reporting)
and 2013 (for public service). For more, visit revealnews.org. Find and follow Reveal on
Twitter and Facebook.

StoryWorks

Journey to Emeraldville
Written by Eugenie Chan
Directed by Jennifer Welch

PAST STORYWORKS PRODUCTIONS
HEADLOCK was written by William Bivins and directed by Jennifer Welch based on Ryan Gabrielson’s investigation into abuse at California’s adult care facilities.
A GUIDE TO THE AFTERMATH was written by Jon Bernson and directed by Jennifer Welch, inspired by Mimi Chakarova’s documentary about female veterans suﬀering from PTSD and military
sexual trauma.
THIS IS HOME was written by Tassianna Willis, Dante Clark, Will Houston and Deandre Evans
and directed by Jennifer Welch and Jose Vadi in response to Amy Julia Harris’ reporting on corruption and squalor in Richmond, California, public housing.
ALICIA’S MIRACLE was written by Octavio Solis, translated into Spanish by Brandon Mears and
directed by Jennifer Welch in response to Bernice Yeung and Andrew Donohue’s investigation
into the use of fumigants in California’s $2.6 billion strawberry industry.
NORTH BY INFERNO written by Jon Bernson and directed by Jennifer Welch is based on Jennifer Gollan’s investigation into work related deaths and injuries in the Bakken oil ﬁeld of North
Dakota.
JUSTICE IN THE EMBERS written by Michelle T. Johnson and directed by Jennifer Welch was
inspired by Pulitzer Prize winning reporter Mike McGraw’s investigation into the tragic explosion
that killed six Kansas City, Missouri, ﬁreﬁghters and the shock waves that are still being felt in the
community, decades later.
Produced in partnership with KCPT
TERRA INCOGNITA written by R.N. Sandberg and directed by Jim Jack, inspired by the NJTV
News with Mary Alice Williams Investigative Reporting Series “Toxic NJ” delves into the contamination caused by leaking underground fuel storagetanks and the debilitating cost of cleanup.
Produced in partnership with NJTV with support from the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
OVERNIGHTERS IS OVER written by Jon Bernson, directed by Jennifer Welch and based on The
Overnighters, a Sundance award-winning documentary by Jesse Moss, this play explores ongoing
stories about the ﬁlm’s principal subjects, sheds light on Moss’ 18 month ﬁlmmaking process and
draws connections between the contentious forces that have placed North Dakota at the center
of international energy conﬂicts.
Produced in partnership with IDA and the Academy of Motions Pictures

based on the reporting
of Shoshana Walter

