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Project Title: Bens Creek dam removal and habitat restoration 
Project Location Bens Creek, near Portage, PA; Cambria Co. 
Latitude 40.395503  Longitude -78.613997 
 
Dam removed Bens Creek Intake dam, DEP No. 11-075 
Date of removal Summer 2005 
Linear feet restored 845 feet riparian habitat; 422 feet instream habitat 
Stream miles opened 1.8 miles 
Species to benefit coldwater species 
 
Project Costs: 
Growing Greener contribution $8,050 toward design/engineering 
Federal contribution $0 
State contribution $4,000 
Private contribution $40,000 toward implementation 
 
Project Overview: 
Built around 1900 to 1905, the Ben's Creek Intake was approximately 6 feet high by 60 feet 
wide. The dam was originally constructed to provide a water source to the steam 
locomotives along the mainline of the Pennsylvania Rail Road in the Portage and Wilmore 
areas. Removal reduces liability concerns and eliminates the financial burden of 
maintaining the dam.  The removal, which occurred in 2005, allows for habitat restoration 
on Bens Creek and the Little Conemaugh River. 
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Photo 1.  Bens Creek dam removal.  Summer 2005. 

 
Photo 2.  Bens Creek impoundment, full of sediment.  Summer 2005. 
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Photo 3.  Bens Creek former impoundment immediately following removal.  Summer 2005. 

 
Photo 4.  Bens Creek dam site following dam & coffer dam removal.  Summer 2005. 
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