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Project Title: Wolf Creek dam removals and riparian restoration 
Project Location Wolf Creek, Grove City, PA; Mercer Co. 
Latitude 41.167222 (Unnamed dam)  Longitude -80.079722 (Unnamed dam) 
   41.15508 (Cunningham Memorial)       -80.085408 (Cunningham Memorial) 
 
Dam removed Unnamed dam, DEP No. 43-009; Cunningham Memorial dam, DEP No. 43-005 
Date of removal Unnamed dam September 2004, Cunningham dam 2005 
Linear feet restored 11,616 feet riparian habitat (2.2 miles), 5,808 feet instream habitat (1.1 

miles) combined project total 
Stream miles opened 22.7 miles combined project total 
Species to benefit warmwater species, riparian species 
 
Project Costs: 
Growing Greener contribution $52,500 toward design/engineering/implementation 
Federal contribution $20,000 
State contribution $46,000 
Private contribution $6,000 cash contributions toward site restoration/park development 
 
Project Overview: 
In September of 2004, the Unnamed dam (43-009) on Wolf Creek in Grove City, PA was 
removed.  Built in 1885 to power a grist mill, the 5.5-foot high, 105-foot long dam no longer 
served its original purpose, contributed to local flooding and constituted a public safety hazard.  
A partnership of local businesses, conservation groups and local citizens were involved in the 
creation of a park in the former impoundment area.  In 2005, the 12-foot high Cunningham 
Memorial dam in downtown Grove City was removed and its impoundment was also used to 
create a passive recreation area for local residents and for nearby Grove City College.  Wolf 
Creek is a warmwater tributary to Slippery Rock Creek. 
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Photo 1. Cunningham Memorial dam (43-005), 2004. 

 
Photo 2. Looking over the crest of Cunningham Memorial dam.  2004. 
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Photo 5.  Upper (Unnamed) Wolf Creek dam (43-009), fall 2004. 

 
Photo 6.  Upper Wolf Creek dam impoundment, immediately following removal. Fall 2004. 
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