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Project Title: Graceland dam removal and bank restoration
Project Location tributary to Neshannock Creek, near New Castle, PA, Lawrence Co.
Latitude 41.022454  Longitude -80.323764
 
Dam removed Graceland dam, DEP No. 37-026 
Date of removal September 2006 
Linear feet restored 1690 feet of riparian habitat, 845 feet of instream habitat
Stream miles opened  2.6 miles 
Species to benefit coldwater species
 
Project Costs: 
Growing Greener contribution $25,000 toward design/engineering/implementation 
Federal contribution $0
State contribution  $5,000 PA Fish & Boat Commission  
Private contribution $0 
 
Project Overview: 
This dam was originally 17 feet tall when constructed, but had been severely damaged in 
several high water events and stood at roughly 4 feet at the outset of this project.  The 
dam was exacerbating upstream flooding and was causing degradation and erosion of the 
streambanks through the impounded reach and immediately below the dam.  The owner 
of the dam, Graceland Cemetery and Garden Chapel Mausoleum, provided information 
gathered by biologists from the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, who performed an 
assessment of the riparian property in 2001 as part of the Lawrence County Natural 
Heritage Inventory.   The dam was removed in September of 2006 and the site was 
planted with native plants in late October/early November of 2006.  The project site will 
enter its first growing season in spring 2007. 
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Photo 1. Graceland dam (37-026) prior to removal, summer 2006. 

 
Photo 2.  Graceland dam (37-026) impoundment area prior to removal, summer 2006. 
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Photo 3. Graceland dam site immediately after removal. September 2006. 

 
Photo 4. Graceland dam impoundment immediately after removal. September 2006. 
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Photo 5. Graceland dam site one month after removal. October 2006. 

 
Photo 6. Graceland dam impoundment one month after removal. October 2006. 
 




