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Project Title: Reading Museum dams 1 & 2 removal and restoration
Project Location Wyomissing Creek, Reading, PA  
Latitude 40.328160 (dam #2)  Longitude -75.953552 (dam #2)
   40.328333 (dam #1)        -75.951666 (dam #1) 
 
Dam removed Museum dams 1 & 2; DEP No. 06-168 and 06-170 
Date of removal  September 2004
Linear feet restored 2,746 feet riparian habitat, 1,373 feet instream habitat combined 

project total
Stream miles opened 5.4 miles 
Species to benefit coldwater species, migratory species
 
Project Costs: 
Growing Greener contribution $25,000 toward restoration
Federal contribution $85,000 toward design/implementation 
State contribution $138,000 toward implementation
Private contribution $0
 
Project Overview: 
Two dams on the grounds of the Reading Public Museum were removed in September 
2004.  The upper dam was 3 feet high and 45 feet long and was built around the turn of 
the century.  The 8-foot high, 60-foot long lower dam was constructed of rock and was 
built in the early 1900s after the construction of the Reading Public Museum.  The 
Museum sought their removal because the dams were rundown and a financial burden to 
maintain.  Anadromous fish are expected to benefit from the removals once all eight 
blockages have been addressed downstream on the Schuylkill River.  Because the dams 
were eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, the removal plans 
incorporated historical review as required by section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act.  Mitigation included photo documentation of both dams, the 
preservation of portions of the lower dam, and the preservation of the rock walls that 
surrounded the impoundments. Part of the restoration effort included educational signage 
designed by the Reading Public Museum to showcase the river restoration. 
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Photo 1. Reading Public Museum lower dam.  2004. 

 
Photo 2. Reading Public Museum upper dam. 2004. 
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Photo 3. Reading Public Museum lower dam removal.  September 2004. 

 
Photo 4.  Reading Public Museum upper dam removal.  September 2004 
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Photo 5. Reading Public Museum former lower impoundment area.  Fall 2006. 

 
Photo 6.  Reading Public Museum former upper dam site.  Fall 2006. 
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Photo 7.  Interpretive sign setting.  Reading Public Museum.  Fall 2006. 

 
Photo 8.  Interpretive sign close-up.  Reading Public Museum.  Fall 2006. 












