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Project Title: Reading Museum dams 1 & 2 removal and restoration

Project Location Wyomissing Creek, Reading, PA

Latitude 40.328160 (dam #2) Longitude -75.953552 (dam #2)
40.328333 (dam #1) -75.951666 (dam #1)

Dam removed Museum dams 1 & 2; DEP No. 06-168 and 06-170

Date of removal September 2004

Linear feet restored 2,746 feet riparian habitat, 1,373 feet instream habitat combined
project total

Stream miles opened 5.4 miles

Species to benefit coldwater species, migratory species

Project Costs:

Growing Greener contribution $25,000 toward restoration
Federal contribution $85,000 toward design/implementation
State contribution $138,000 toward implementation

Private contribution $0

Project Overview:

Two dams on the grounds of the Reading Public Museum were removed in September
2004. The upper dam was 3 feet high and 45 feet long and was built around the turn of
the century. The 8-foot high, 60-foot long lower dam was constructed of rock and was
built in the early 1900s after the construction of the Reading Public Museum. The
Museum sought their removal because the dams were rundown and a financial burden to
maintain. Anadromous fish are expected to benefit from the removals once all eight
blockages have been addressed downstream on the Schuylkill River. Because the dams
were eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, the removal plans
incorporated historical review as required by section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. Mitigation included photo documentation of both dams, the
preservation of portions of the lower dam, and the preservation of the rock walls that
surrounded the impoundments. Part of the restoration effort included educational signage
designed by the Reading Public Museum to showcase the river restoration.
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Photo 2. Reading"Puinc Museum upper dam. 2004.



Free-Flowing Pennsylvania I: Project Number 4100021075
American Rivers, Final Report March 2007

Photo 4. Reading Public Museum upper dam
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Photo 5. Reading Public M

Photo 6. Reading Public Museum former Upper dam site. Fall 2006.
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Photo 7. Interpretive sign setting. Reading Publlc Museum FaII 2006
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Photo 8. Interpretive sign close-up. Reading Public Museum. Fall 2006.
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AGENDA

1:30 Welcome and Introduction by
Ronald Roth
Director and CEO,
Reading Public Museum

PA Department of Environmental
Protection and the Growing Greener
Program
Cathleen Curran Myers
Deputy Secretary for Water
Management, Department of
Environmental Protection

NOAA Restoration Efforts and the
Community-based Restoration Program
Timothy R.E. Keeney
Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Oceans and Atmosphere,
Department of Commerce

US Fish and Wildlife Service Fisheries
Interests
Jed Brown
Delaware River Fisheries
Coordinator, US Fish and
Wildlife Service

PA Fish and Boat Commission

Restoring Migratory Fisheries
Scott Carney
Fisheries Biologist,
Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Commission

Restoring Free-Flowing Rivers
Ann Mills
Executive Vice President,
American Rivers

2:30 Concluding Remarks

Site Visit

“There can be no purpose more inspiring
than to begin the age of restoration,
reweaving the wondrous diversity of life
that still surrounds us.”

- E.O. Wilson
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Jampaign rigors
ough to stomach

OME DIE-HARD Republi-
cang have altered their
diets this presidential
ampaign season, opting not
y heap any Heinz relish on
1eir hot dogs or dip their
‘ench (or is it freedom?)
jes in Heinz ketchup. |

The semi-serious condi-
ent boycott was aimed at
eeping money out of the
ocket of Teresa Heinz Ker-
1, wife of Democratic presi-
ential candidate John Ker-

7 and widow of Republican
1.8, Sen. John H. Heinz L

Turns out that a recent
tomach illness has the opin-
mated Heinz Kerry watch-
1g what she eats, but not be-
ause she wants to make any
olitical statements.

Before her speech in
reading on Tuesday, Democ-
atic Party Chairman Bill
wvans said Heinz Kerry told
select group of party mem-
ers that her diet has been
mited to toast, clear soup
nd Gatorade.

Hardly hearty sustenance
1 a woman who has been
risscrossing the country try-
1g to get her husband into
ae White House.

And maybe the reason
hat Heing Kerry's criticism
fPresident Bush on Tues-
ay was much sharper than
erdelivery.

Near the end of her
peech, Heinz Kerry scolded
2e Bush administration for
locking embiyonic stem-
ell research and failing to
rack condom-distribution
rograms to combat the
pread of HIV and AIDS.

“We ave living under the
nost abysmal administration
n terms of their respect for
cience,” Heinz Kerry said.
Americans are too good a
eople, too creative, too opti-
nistic, and too muchofa.
:an-do nation to be led by
yeople who either don’t un-
lerstand or are afraid of
omplexities of the future.”

But some of the Democrats
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Poter C. Poncheri Jr., Reading Public Museum director of buildings and grounds, looks out Thursday over
Mirvor Lake at the museum. Officials say the lake will be gone, likely by the end of Ocjober.

Helpin,

Latin
voters

Translators and signs and videos in
Spanish will be available at city polls
on Election Day to assist Spanish-
speaking people.

®2004 Reading Eagle Company

By Phoebe Sweel
Reading Eagle

Spanish-speaking voters in Berks County will
find plenty of information in their native lan-

" guage during the November election, thanks te

an awareness program sponsored by the county
and the state.

Election officials, who met with Latino-com.
munity leaders Thursday at the Hispanic Center
501 Washington St., said voters will have access
to signs, videos and translators on Election Day.

Since federal Judge Michael M. Baylson or
dered Berks County in March 2003 to reach out tc
Latino voters, election officials have pursued &
campaign to make Spanish-language materials
and helpers available to Readiug voters.
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Reading Eagle: George M. Arent

State airs plans
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