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Project Title: Aston Township dam removals 
Project Location West Branch Chester Creek, near Chester, PA; Delaware Co. 
Latitude 39.884506 (Plant No. 3 dam) Longitude -75..446399 (Plant No. 3 dam)
   39.887506 (Unnamed dam)        -75.444089 (Unnamed dam) 
 
Dam removed Plant No. 3 dam, DEP No. 23-006; Unnamed dam, DEP No. 23-011 
Date of removal Expected 2007 
Linear feet restored 6,336 feet riparian habitat (1.2 miles); 3,169 feet instream habitat 

combined project total 
Stream miles opened 1.4 miles combined project total 
Species to benefit migratory species, coldwater species, stocked trout 
 
Project Costs: 
Growing Greener contribution $23,500 toward design/engineering 
Federal contribution $0 
State contribution $124,000 toward implementation 
Private contribution $7,000 toward engineering survey 
 
Project Overview: 
These two dams in Aston Township are contributing to localized flooding, reducing 
water quality, impeding natural sediment flow, and block migratory fish passage.  The 
dams are not being used for their original purpose, which was to supply power to textile 
mills and are now liabilities and maintenance headaches for their owners.  American 
Rivers and the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission are working with Aston 
Township officials to coordinate the removal of these two dams, for an estimated cost of 
approximately $150,000.  The removals are expected to occur in 2007. 
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Photo 1.  Plant Dam No. 3 (23-006).  July 2006. 

 
Photo 2.  Plant Dam No. 3 impoundment.  July 2006. 
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Photo 3.  Unnamed dam (23-011).  July 2006. 

 
Photo 4.  Unnamed dam impoundment and sediment island (opposite).  July 2006. 
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Photo 5. Businesses adjacent to Unnamed dam that are impacted by flooding. 
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