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lt1Ro L ~C~_ : Dr. Berne th:ls 1s a inte Vl.e'tl ranted by t he 

Administrat r of Veter n Affa i rs in relat n to the charges tha t 

were dir cted to you under Executive Order 10450 . 

I is not a hearin~ in anyt i .g of t e legal sense of ha 

"Germ. Our rocedure. Y"e will be a very infor alone and does 

noc necessarily follo~ the rul s r evidence .s such We 

desire to p oceed i an inf rm 1 manner; to go over the nfor-

mation rece~ved by the Vete an Admini trat 0 whi o 1 i ally 

gave r se to th questio of you sec lty unde Execut_ e Orde 

10450. 

I nderstand, D • B rne~ ·hat a Bes_ i~ repr ent1n 

you nere as ou el. 

DRo BERNE: That is co rect. 

. 0 LYI CH: Be i , rna I a sk you· Do you represent 

Dr .. Berne 0 o you repre ent an organiz tion rh ch, 1n turn, 

is repreae t_ g Dr . Be nee . 

MRu ESIG. I ate D_ ecto of the Am rlcan Civil 

Liberties Union and an tto ne by profe sion. a e ear 

tter . Ther e Is no f e 

connected with our app a ance n an - securit y cases e av 

handled aome se er .... hundred ecuy;lt cases in t 1,5 a a a d 

we do it ecau~e of ur conce n lor civil 1bertie and becaus 

we feel th t there is a de i of due rOC6So in con ection 

with the a ministra . n of the security progr m3 part1cu 4 1 

in this case .. 
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I may addJ) I ould lL l<:e the record to show that the char e c , 

in this case w re dated 2/10/53~ and t at an answer, a written 

answer~ w s returned u der date of January 15, 1954, and that 

that answe requested a. a pearanee before a Board pro ided 

for u der Execuc1ve Order 10450. 

In other ~/O ds It t e Teterans Ad inist a ' ... ion na fro 

-an ary 15, 1954 unt 1 J ne 30, -954, to co d t e respo dent 

a hear in. Bu our e est fo such he ri 'fI1SS ignored. 

en we finally inquired as to why the respon ent Aas not re­

eei ing th hear n· It ~e ~ere i forme that he as no onger an 

employee of he Go ment since J ne 30, 1954. 

at , to our min , i a iolat on the proc dures 

prescribed unde t 1 e . ecuti e Or er and unde the Regulations 

of the eterans Admi ~ tr tion. ~ is as 0 dent i entitled 

to the hearing. 

Now ?Ie app ec· ate 'chat the Admi 1st acor is no according 

an interview. hat 'nter lew, howe e , i no in the place 

and instea of "he _ pearance th t is pro ided for under the 

Execut!v Order. 

MR. LYMe" : 

substltu e this 

MHo BESI . 
LnICH: 

MHo B r 

a hea:rino _ 

It was greea'le to you, \',a it not" that e 

1nf rmal e ing -

T is ... 0 i subs ltutio of 

Co t)nul.ng - lor the ea. ing? 

e do not 1 ok upon this a a substitute or 
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MR~ LY CR· I do not mean in the sense that you are pre­

judie n any of your ri hts for a subsequent hearing at all . 

MRe BESIG: No 

MR. LYNCH Bees se I see, room t e record, t~~t the Ad ­

ministrator has made it c lear 'Chat this inter lew wil n t in 

any wa prejudice any rig ts that ou have in che atter. 

MR BESIG. I am glad you made t at statement, because I 

wanted it in the record. 

And may I, at this time, request, too, that re be furnishe( 

with a copy of the transcript of this intervie~ in due course? 

6 LYNCH. 0, f l ~ be j yes, sir. 

e BESIG . Thank you. 

MH o LYNCH. o I would like to ha e at proceed, F 

Besig , 1n any wa you rna ee fit . We are anx oua ~ere to get 

to t he merits of th aituat·on relatire to Dr. Berne. 

MHo ESIG. I ha.ve no quest'lons to ask 0 Dr Berne ., My 

understandl.ng was t hat this intervie\"1 was requested by the Ad­

ministrator, and we did not bring in any witnesses. We have 

previously answered t e cargea in t is cas e You ha e t he 

'f~ri tten answer, and s tand on that answer. 

MR . LYNCH , I ell, no , I did ot .ant you ~o be 

mis ead. I really di not cont mp ate at this interv e, chat 

you wo Id ave any 1tnes es 

MHo BES_G. I see ~ 

MR. L_NCH. And the Government as no witnesses to call. 
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It is purely an nformal "nterview, an informal disc ssion of 

the informat2o ~e a e here for t .e purposes of seeing if we 

can dispose of this i t at on and grant Dr B .. rne ace ranee 

or if, on t e o"ch r hand, e find it necessar to proceed :fur, .'":­

ther under Executive Order 10450, at w ic tim-, of cou_se~ 

you would be gran ed a e 'n . It is 0 r ope, of ere, 

that we do not h e to proceed further, and th s 1n ~ervie· is 

for the purpose of exploring t sit uat on t o ass st us in 

better det rmining that quest! n . 

I did not cont emplate r. Be8ig~ that you would p oceed, 

have your client 'Cest fy . I contemplated that t his hearing 

would tak up my Ot quest~ons, and rave se eral of t em 

ere that I would l - ke to direct to Dr . Ber e I kno they 

will seem repetitius, per ape, because many r those ques ­

tions have been ana ered in t · e ecord, one way 0 another . 

At least the e . certa~nly 1s discuss ion touching upon the 

But this is the irst time" I t ok, that th Administrator 

nas had his O~~ epresentatlve here th Dr . Berne i n front 

of him, and perhaps ue can get to these matters a little more 

intimately and perhaps a l~ttl more clea~ly witA chis e. ~on 1 

interv1ell'l ., an e c .... d b ritten interrogat ries going acros 

the cont nent ~ 

I ou d like t r em! Dr. Be n of his con t t utional 

r~ght to . ef us to 

incriminat hom. 

a~ler any uestlon that m gh serve to 
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Do you have any objection, Dr. Be e, t o being s ~rn? 

DR. BERNE No, sir. 

(Whereupon Dr. E ic Le nard Berne l1as, by .. Lync , d 1 

sworn to te~l the tr t , the whole t ut , and nothing but the 

truth. 

. Besi , y ar ad ised, I t ke it, that 

the ter nation of Dr . e ne f services ended on June 30, 1954, 

inciden al or a' t tl. e of the te f is cont act? 

In othe orda, the terminat on 0 t e er ices by 

reason of the ex i atio of the iee 1 year contract 1n D • 

Berne's case . 

• BE I. I of th "C, but I m also awa .. e 

the fac~ that the e era s dm1nistra~~on ailed to a cord the 

respondent the he ring e had reque t d 

Ro LY CH I ot her orda, there as a 10n period r 

time t at elapsed fro th 1m t a t Dr . Be n asked for ear 

lng befo e the t rmlna~ion of t e contract _thin ich you 

believe -here is plenty of time for t e ete ns Administ ation 

to have ranted hi a ear n , ~f they so des red? 

• BESIG In fact, 

1mpressio. t t the ete an 

taking pa nless a o'~ 0 

• L c , it has a ays been my 

Admin~st ation appear to be 

the ituat on . aiti g 1 ng 

enoug , . they 

bec u e his 

oU_d not ' a e to accord the espondent a hearing 

t s t e content 0 o t a C" .. e ed , At 1 at t 

or au :7est;~o e e put t e co respo dee, I beli ve. 
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We feel very s trongly, as ou may gather by t h s t_me, 

about the way this case has been andled . Almost two years 

have elapsed since t he f~ling of cha ges, and sue delay, I 

t ink" 1s unconscionable 

m L l~C. el. of co ree, t e thl.ng t a·· I am con ­

cerned abou here oday is t e mer ts of the e matters . 

MR. BESIG" 

o LYMe ~ 

~el1~ we have nswered-

(Co t inuin ) n re ation to D_ Ber e ts 

loyalty and h a secu i ty situat ion The dministrat ve actions 

and the necess1cy pf c-rc mstance, because o· t tremen oua 

number of cases in olve~, t i ngs of that sort, frankly ould 

n t be 1n a position - discus fith you 

hope we 11_ be able to look lO ard, a t the pres nt 

moment, and get int t he information e have ic caused thi 

dirT culty an see _fa t at infer ation can be diss pated, from 

the standpoint of 0 r cons de at~ons or securl y r~sk. A d ' I 

hop~ th t e w 1 n on .se any complaint ~ ·ch respect to 

administrative d lay or a .ministrative act on 1th ou 1 okin 

into the mer~ts of Dr Berne's situac on. I tru~t that e may 

proceed a ong t hat T. 

Now, Mr Be 19, e eve au received a copy of the Ad-

minist ate 1 letter to D 0 Be ne, arch 4~ 1955, r eferring to 

grantin D Ber e ear~? 

MHo BES! eYes, 81r. 

MHo LY CI A And p tt~ g m bae on ~he oIls of the 
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Veterans Ad 1 istration fo the purpose 0 determination of 

this secu ity uest on which was not determined at the time 

of his termination of se vices under t e contract? 

MR. BESIG I wi l l so stipulate. 

MHo L C In other orda, the security atter was pend-

ing at t e -time Dr ~ Be nets serv ces we.e ·cerminated. Irhere 

had been no dispos1t·on of thema 

That ~s quite correct. rm. BESIG. 

MR LY CR .. An t e Administrator dld s b. equentil de-

termine, upon your r pr s ntations, that Dr erne could come 

back on the ro 18 of t e eterans Administrat-on for the pur­

pose of the determination. 

MHo BESIG. We appreciate tat • 

• LY eH Then, following that letter, another letter ' 

was sent to you on J ly 27, in hleh t as suggested t at an 

intervie take lace ith Dr . Berne. Ana it was stated, I 

belie e, in that letter that sue inter ieVi take place with 

Dr. Berne. And it ~'as tated, I bel i e e, in that letter that 

such intervie would be without prejud c to you for any formal 

hearing that you m_ ht see f it to re uest subs quent to the 

inter ie ~ And e are no in the proce s of ~hat 1nt rvle 

to which I ha e just refer ed . 

D _ _ erne, I J t -ant t e iew her, ry briefly, re­

Ierenc s co your persona h to~ a d see if th e ~ould be 

anyt ing that y u might object -0 or pe haps add to. 
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ou 'ere born on y 10, _910 in ontrea, canada? 

uRo BElt .. ,... Th" S co re 

MIt., LYNCH iou received your Bacle~ r o~ Ar~s Deg ee in 

y of 193 from lie ril"' 'iJniversity~? 

DR. BE -E !) es, Si1' ~ 

Li:"rC And yo e i ed D ct I .(~ pl'eciic · ne Deglee • • 

cum laude, " s r~g: t? "C. n is that Doctor? .. , 

DR BER! E" I t · at e n , ~aste of Sur e Tn ~s 

an additional d r e i~ J ~e tv a because we ut n an extr 

yea .. 

IR. LY.t CH. V. ell, y eo 1 ed th e e r ees 1, .~y r 

1935? 

D • BERlE Ye, :1. .. 

o y eM All at; .. cUi ? 

~ Sil 

MRo L LH. 0 1.1 a r ed an i - ip at I glewo d Ho p~t 1 : 

Inglewood, New Je sey, i~ '35 to 36? 

UR. BER E. Ye , sir 

ou ser d as an sa: tan resident in p ' -

chiatry t tne en Hos ita iVl I Hav 1'1 , Con ecticut? 

e , si~ . 

o L CH. And 111 1936 t 1938 Ot · ' e e tea cu' n 

ssistant n psyc' atry at -ale n v rs1t y? 

' i~ o L~:" C... .. F_"! " 42 co 19-!·6 you - ere- c~ ctlc:ln fUll 
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time as a psychiatrist a~ No alk, Connecticut? 

DR . BERNE: 0, sir, he dates are 1n error. The dates of 

my bein at 0 ~allc, specif_cally, are 1942 to 943 

MR L eM: I see I m:: ht say tha h se particular 

dates he e ave no particular 19nificanc bu I d d wane GO 

folIo through in s e sequence, you personal history for the 

ast several years u to da e . 

From 1943 t 1 46 you he d a p OSlt_O of c i cal ssistant 

in psychiat y at the ount 51 i Hospital in ew York? 

DR. BE E. Again the da e are in erro •. Tbeae dates 

should be, I t lnk, 1941 to 1943 

MR LYNCH. You e ved in the ~dica Co ps ~n the edical 

Field Ser ice School f 0 Ap 1, '42 to J ne,46? 

DR. BE E- No, ir. I was inducted in the A~my in Apr 1 

rather comm! sioned in t~e A my ~n April, 1943, an I ·as 

d_scharged neither J ne or u y of 1946 . The edical Field 

Ser-ice SClool, Ilmagi e, 1fia,s 81 ply a ST er to some spec fic. 

question. This was y firs t six ~eeks i the army as spent 

in this school .. 

MR . L _ CH- You e~ e comm ssioned F at Lie tenant and 

lat er as a capta n n t e Med c 1 Co ps, ~ ale you? 

DRo ER E . Yes , s:..r. I was 0.J. c a ged as a -_a Jor . 

MR L CR. You ere e . as a capt to the egional 

Hosp t al at Fo t Ord 1n Calor a as Assistant Ch-ef of 

Psycn atry Serv' e and serv d in t _c capacity from Au at , 
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1944, to July, 1945? 

". DR. BERNE. Those dates sound co rect, sir. 

MR. LYJCH . As I said a moment ago, there is no pa_t1cular 

significance to t ese exac t da"es. I have ~n ind following 

through to see that there is not any blank space at t e t me 
\ 

) rtf\- when we do n~1i no' an thing abouc yo 

DR. BER J Yes ir Well may I ment on t at ther e 

is, I belie e , alrea. y a bank space bet een 1938, ~h n I left 

Yale, and 1941, ~hen I nt tJO N rwalk. 

\iould y ou 11k,e me (1 0 · flll that 1n? 

m LyeH: as h t one of t e times then you were _n 

Europe? 

DR D BERNE: Part r that time I as in Europe. 

MR . LYNCH : I would ather wait and get that hen we go 

along because I intend to ask yo one or t wo quest on about 

that later. 

DR. BERNE . The rest of that ti e I was on the stafr of 

two different sanitarium in N w England. 

MRo LYNCH. You ha e een engaged in priva"ce practice of 

psych atry fro 195.1 t o he prese t time n Carmel and Sa 

Francisco, ha e QU. 

DR. BER E. _g t afte di c ar~e from t e rmy n 1946, 

I set up m office in Carmel. U to the presenc t m I have 

been ther 

MR L CH. ~n't:'pri at;e pract - ce? 
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DR. BERNE: Yes , s r . 

MR. LYNCH. You were appointed as an assistant psychiatrist 

in 1951 at the ount Z n Hospital in San F anc~sco? 

DR. BERNE: That s cor ect 

ffi. LYNCH· And you have been a 01 oie ass~stant at the 

Psychoana1yt c Institute? 

1-1 DR. BERNE. That t ~le is, 'Clln cal Association of San 

FranC1SCO Psychoanal tic I stitute~" 

MR. LYNCH. You a e been consultant in ps c :latry and 

neurology in the Surgeon Gene al 's Office in t e United states 

Army? 

DRo BERNE. 

MR. LYNC' It 

DR .. BER 

rJfR o LYNCH: 

For t e Surgeon General's Office, ye , 81 • 

Since 1950, is t at correct? 

It sounds cor ect, approximately . 

Are you still in t at capacity? 

DR • . BERNE: No, sir, t at fas -er nated. That was a 

yearly appointment whic was term nated, I would say, about 

two years ago . 

MR. LYNCH: You were appointed attendant in Neuropsy­

chiat ry with the lenta! H ~ene Cl nic of the feterans Ad­

ministra t" n a'- San Francisco on July 2, 19521 

DR. BER E: I m n09 ~ure of the date. It sounds correct~ 

S1. • 

MR. BESIG. Could I ask ~ ere you s_e getting chis in 

formation? 
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MR L_!CH- Just one more quest _on. 

You continued on n hat posltl.on fith the Veterans Ad­

inistration up to tle t'me that your contract as terminated 

I take 1 ? 

DR. BE E. I re arded - - Wel1_ at t he ti e I received 

the notice t at I h d been suspended~ 

mo L CH: I s e, ,ntil suspens on t stat correct~ 

DR. BERNE.. Yes •. 

• LYNCH ~ NOl\T , at dJ.d you say, .. Besig? 

MHo BESIG Some dates ar be ng used e e and I ,oul 

like to ImotiT the source of the information? 

MR LV CH The sourc f the information? 11 I can 

tell you is that it ·s from cont dentlal o ern ent sources. 

m. BESIG In ot e orda, this oas not pur-po t to be 

any info acion rh c the espondent ha prevl.ousl given? 

MH o L ~CH 10, no .. A d there 1 no ale ent of referr1n 

to this matter 1n any sense· fo the purpo of Sh01i g a y 

contradiction or dl!fe e e 1 the Doctorts testimony. 

And r~ght; here :I 

that perhaps I hould 

Bes1g, I ould ike to say someth1ng 

n the beginn g. As repre-

sentative 0 the _dm 1 t ·ator at ~his inter ie , am in no 

sense a prosecutor n thi cae. I am j at as mue lnteres'ced 

in th clearance of the Doo~or for ecu~ity purpose as I am 

." seei . .. ',, 0 i" that h do s not get c ea ance f the e '~dence 

does not 'arrant 1t. 
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I believe, under the Regulations of the Veterans Admin­

istration, the representative or t e Administrator at hea 10gs 

is ad ised to ad s the employee respe ting all of h s rights , 

if he ~s not represent d by ounsel . 

But I s.t to say no , that e en if he is repres n ed 

b counsel, as a Ie as t s record indica es · ~ Besig t be, 

am still goin to ad 1se h~m of his _ights ._ I f i nd Besi 

missing anything 

o BESI • hank you 

MR. L CH! So I a i' no se se seekin · 

Berne in anything that I say_ 

R. BESIG: I a precia'e t t. 

MR. LY OH I a t ing entirely I o bring t 

e trap Dr 

i . nfor-

mat10n to 1 ght for pu oses of clarificacion for a ever it 

is wo h. 

DR. BERNE: Thank you. 

• L N H;I' Dr ... Berne~ I kno t at there is ref renee to 

this particular m tter _n the ec r b fore you, but I ould 

like to have you addre~ ours If to it 0 ', it yo. wo d? 

Ther appea s to be i th f_les of t e Un- eric n Ac-

ttee of t e House of epr sen~ ~ive a ere ence 

indicating your s1 s .... u.!: e to a "tatement sttribu·lJed 0 one, 

Frank w. We outh, 10 1 eve, is the p esid nt 0 the 

Cit zens Co~ ittee to : <. se . e Ame iea Fre~do~. The s te­

eo t.; as 1 oPP sit]. n vO the House of Representat ve's 
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Committee subjectin ient1f c persons to ques'ion before the 

Committee I be ie e hat the reterence ndlcates that you 

were signatory to th p otest .. 

Co Id you give us b efly \That; you may ha e to say n e-

spect to t at; particular il-'em at this tim ? 

.BES I think the e 0 d ought t be olea (iha~ 

Fr~ank eymout 'Ia _ 0 ' easar of physiolo at sta for Unive' 

slty, sta 0 d, Cal '0 nia, d ~ at fact ce talnly st a e 

been n the Gove nment/t'·; f es, nd 

here. It might ave so e relationsh 

hieh e are conoe ned. 

physiology. 

e is n l a 

think ou t to e c ea 

·0 the issues abo t 

meri us rofesso of 

I 0 1 like also to state that I did not 

endorse any sate 

ls, a statement hi 

of t e natu e . at yo ju~t ed. That 

r a gned di not objec to ues ioning 

o c en -lats by t e Co i -tee , or hateve yO .r ph a eol gy 

flaa, ch I no· fo et ~he y of the state ent 

,as - sed t~ o :ods, 'pil 0 ize for the pose of comp 11 ng 

pol tica.l confo_ it r -h ch, l..n m nd, i a ery d s-

tinct e d fference I~Oitl bei g ques ione b a committee. 

MR. LV '\,;H 'ould ou ve any 00 ections ·0 s ' gning 

th:t.a, 'bel tioned by that Committee" 1. today? 

"6'- t g t t _8 q estion clear. T e 

q estio you are no as I . nde stan- it, i het" er or 

not an A erican it:z mi t ~a e any object'ons t be n 
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questioned by hat is po ularly kno n as the n-elde CommAttee,lt 

or the House Commdttee on Un-American Ac 1v~ties 

Well, Mr. ynch, it seems to me -- Ttl I am s re h s 

gentleman will have no 0 ject~on to ans "er ng, but for the 

purpose of the record, I an to s 'gest t_s'C a , ot citizens 
'J 

may hav objections to t e r cedures of t e 1 e C mmit ee. 

And I do not see' at t has any . elat~on8 1p to the 

question of whethe or no~ this entleman is a secu _ty risk. 

MR L eH Well, r. es , e will be 'he j dge, our-

selves, with -espect to the uestiona e ask, and I ould ask 

you to let he w tn sa r.ns -er t e estion . I f e does not 

want to snsrer t, he has a pr~v lege cf not ana e i 

MR. BESIO- ell, I ant the record to h~ at any po nt 

where a question is raised· here hleh I thin·t is an improper 

question, that I do objec'f; -- t at I pel'-s nally obJe t -- 1ihat 

I object to 'he Veterans Admin seration asking questions of 

that k nd. 

MHo LYNCH: Yo 0 ject to my asking te itness if he 

wou ld oppose he co 

~ of Congress questiq n 

, the duly constituted co ttees 

re at! e to atters w th n t he 

jurlsd ct1 n of toe co mitt es? That _8 the question I am 

aS l( ng h~ • 

• ES The stion it, a 1 '~tl too vague a d i -

efl.nite .. . see to e '«"hat ,e c_tizens cannot gno~ e the 

fact abo t the way th' s Comm1tt e has beh ed ts If. That 
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Committee has been subjected to all kinds of criticism from 

very respecta.ble sources. 

~. LYNCH I am not eferring to that .a~ticular Committee. 

I am referr1D to the principle involved n the due course of 

the operation of the Un1ted states Government. 

~. BESIG. 0, ell, I am ure neit e_ Dr~ Berne nor I 

ould object to ap<ear ng efore a duly co stituted co ittee 

of the Congress of the United States. 

MR. L eH: ell, would you let the w_tness answer that 

question rather than yourself, .r. Besig? 

MR. BESIG. ell, I do not think that was the questio 

that was asked originally. 

MHo LYNCH e 1, I till re lse the test~on and ask it 

1.n the 'lay t at yo~ QuId like to ave me ask it. 

.. BESr·: T'h n (: you. 

V~ . L NCH: Dr. B rne, do you have any opposit~on to duly 

constituted com itt es of Congr sa? 

DR. BERNE: No# 8 r. 

MR. LYNCH. Quest oning homsoe er they see fit to ques -

tlon with tters VJl.th"' n the JU isdiction of those commit ees? 

DR. BER E. No, 81 • 

MR . LYNCH. He as answ red the question. 

·MR . BESI·: I do n t t ink 'chat the e 13 any need for 

confor. ty 0 op nio with respect to 'Che Velde Comm1tteell) the 

House Commlt ·e on Un American Ae-1 itles, and I do not ant· 
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the record to suggest that he veterans Administration e pects 

a certain conformity tl reference to thav Commit ee. 

o LY1CH: I a not defending or opposin any co~ tees. 

I am -ill'uir~ng only into a ma'vte of .. principle. And I t 1nk 

the way I phrased t e u stion, t e last ime, pe haps as 

mor in keepl.ng it your artl.cu_arity i relat on 0 prln­

clple 

o BESIG: I a u1te in agreement ti'h you 

DR. BER .. ana er was t at in a ma"ter o · principle. 

o LYNCH~ An yo r ewer -as t a t you oul not 0 pose 

the appea a ce a d t e nS'er of pe sons to 

mittees 0_ Co ress? 

DR. BE E. No, s1 . 

estion 0 o -

MR L - CH- D .. Berne, he y u had occasion a - ny i e 

to read any of he repo ts of th Cal fo_ ia Co vee on Un-

Arne iean Act~ it1es to the 1949 Cal1~orn1 leg slat re? 

DR. BERNE. 0 , sir . 

MR~ LYNCH: You have ot ea any of th s rapo ts? 

DR. BERNE .. o ~ 1r. I ha e read reports, whatever the 

newspaper might hap en pub ish, but I e never ead the 

reports themsel es • 

• 0 L CR- I' 1nk ou h ve already a-s red in the re­

cord here t e ques-c... n r es _ ecting yo r relationshi J h tever 

t was, ::..th .. t e Reference ~as ma e so e time a 0 

and I aske 1- you had ny fu he references i~ ela ion to 
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any association you may have had with Dr. "eymouth. 

DR. BERNE: S::Lr, I am not clea" " 

Is Ghere a q estl.on there? 

MR. LYNCH· Yes. _ aSKed you if you ad anythln further 

to say for the reco d at t e present time rega ding any re-

lationship you have had with Mr. rank W. ymout ? 

DR. BE NE~ I can only rep at, I ha e ne er e n 1m. I 

ne er, to my knowledge, pre iously heard of hi . I hav not 

since hea.d of him -- fro him. 

That s a ood square anster 

Doctor, hat do you know about the Citizens Committee ""0 

Preserve American Fre doms? Have you ha~ any relationship with 

that Commit'ee? 

DR BERNE: ~ou re apeak_n as of ted y? 

MRQ LYNCH· As of any time, any knowledge that you have 

had in the past or a ~ knowledg that you ave nor? 

DR. BER E" This is the Cit zens C lmlttee to reserve 

American Freedoms. he ull extent of m l<:no edge concern· ng 

this Citizens Co lttee to Preser e Arne ican Freedoms is s 

follows: Let e j st consult this to get the dates . Other-

tise, I may not reme ber them too weI .• 

I had never hea_d of th s Committee unc11 sometime prior 

to September 15, 1952 I received a o_m letter. 10 by, 

"prior to," I hle o e/~h1ng like maybe slx"(;y days!J something 

o that 0 de ~ 
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I read this form etter wh~ch see ed tio be an earnest 

plea for au port for ertain ideas. At that cime, I felt that 

as the idea was orded, wo ·d for word, t king ~t 11terally, 

that I could lend my support to this pa tieu ar idea 

r therefore signed " hateve t ey ad, a coupon 0 some­

thing , which as, on sf_ect, a endorsement o? . e statement as 

quoted l~terall by t em. 

I heard no hi 

September 15~ 1952. 

ore from them until a short ti e after 

i9 a, "short tJ.me,ff I m an something of 

the order of two ,eeks", owe er long i' 19ht take them to mail 

this printed material that they then ent out 

I received a 1 aflet in wlich tiere were listed t e names 

of "Cbose -- some of the names, resumably, of t se who had 

signed or a reed with statel ent that I had agreed with, 

when I returned the for of ·~he first communica tJ .. on 

This is all I k ow ~bout the Citizens Comm~ttee fo eri-

can Freedoms, only w at as -- only tha~ they reque ted s1 -

natures for a ~erta~n ~t tement and then wnatever information 

is contained in he eaflet whlch~ according to their date, 1s 

September 14, 1952. 

MR. L CH: Really, has not anyt ing accurred to you since 

you last referred to that point fo you to add an add1tion to 

that w ~ch you have said? 

DR. BERNE. You an some a aociation w~th 'this organi-

zation? 
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m LYNCH Yes, mean hatever association you may have 

had with it or anT' lng that 1 ht throw any light upon your 

association with t t organ1zat~on with kno~ edge tt it ~as 

a subve~sive organiza _on, if it ~ere sue ? 

DRo BER E~ 0, when I rece1ved ~e let~ r of t eir leaf­

let 0 September 15, 1952, I regarded the w ole matter as 

closed -- gave it no fu ~her th u t I n ·t he d of the 

organization hen I ace!' a co munication from th Security 

Department of the eteran Adminl..stratlon in hich i was 

stated that this organization had been ident~fled as a c 

munJ.st front .. 

MHo ~ CR. When you signed th s state e t or protest, 

~'hate er yOJ may cal -t, were yo aware ~ at there as any 

question wit~ respect to that o. anizatl0· being a eo unlet 

front? 

DR. BERNE: 0, sir My j dgment of the 0 ganization was 

based on the fact t ha Dr 1 e out was stated t be an emerituf 

professor of phys ology, h~ch, in my nd, meant a co petent 

ecient~s. And on t at basis, I decided that I could as 001-

ate myself it,h this organ zat on" bu'c I ad no kno ledge of 

its back rotio '" 

S ould add, t at _ subseq.uent y learned$: afte 

I recei ed th the Vee rans Adm~n~stra ion, I 

then ma e quir_es ab t r~ e outh and the CitiZens Com-

mi tee to Prese ve e_'c n Freedoms# nd I lea ned from 
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reliable sources tha t both Dr . Weymouth and this Committee 

were reliably knOnl co be of -- to be pol-tlcally questionable. 

MHo LYNCH· w. eSig, any references I make he~e in the 

matter of questions carry 0 1m utations 0 2mp cat-ons with 

them. I am just seeki g informat on on sue matte s as we 

have here. would like to have you bear t at in mind as e 

go along here", 

MR. BESIG: I ay nevertheless objec,t". 

MR. L CH~ That is right~ 

Ho long ave you been a me' ber of t e Amer~can Civ 1 

Liberties Union , Dr. Berne~ 

MR . BESIG: Oh, well now, let me get a cle r unde s~and-... 

ing of the attitude of the Veter ns Administrat ion wit re­

ference to the al1e ations ith my 0 ganizat on 

• LY CH: Is t t t e -

MR . BESIG: I ha e been associated it for almost 

twenty-t 0 years, and this is a scurrilous charge . If a 

representative of t he Ad lnist ator comes out here to que t10n 

my cl1e t about the or g nizat10n of which I ha e b~en a member, 

I think you are wasting your ti e. I t i k you ought to 0 

back to -ashlngton em ty handed on this mat'te • 

If he want s to l~n , ttl n rt 1 g about te A erican Ci 11 

Libert es oion, let aim 'g to' 0 r national headquarters. Let 

hi~ find out from P e ident Truman, who ~de a state t ~n 

support of the Ame iean Ci~1 Llbert2es Un10 f or fro Mr. 
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Dewey, the former G vernor of ew York state and the candi-

date of the Republ1can party or a statement in support of the 

American C1 11 Liberties Union from Pre ident Eisen ower. 

But that the eteran Adm n~ tration _8 audacious enough 

to come in here with · his sort of a slan erous cha ge, -t 

seems to e, 28 rep ehen ble, to say the least. And any 

questions it refer nee to it, I resent very strongly If 

you ~ant to ask any . uestions, you sk 

answer any questions 

I will be glad to 

I can say that octor Berne was a me ber of che Amer can 

Civil Liberties Union. As a member of the American Civil 

Liberties Union, e ha1 e responsible eople in t ~s co nity, 

some 3400 of chem, who a embers of th S 0 ganization, and 

who pro ide the n as to keep it go' ng, to fi ht cases such 

as this, ~naidental1 

And if you ha e a y uestions 0 sk bouJ. "he American 

Civil Liberties Union., as l.ts d1 ecto_ "here fox' over tt"lenty 

years t I will be happy to answe them 

r4R. LYNCH. I just a ked when the Do tor faa a member • 

. MR BESIG Well , e t ill take a look at the records 

~o LYNCH: I did not'ask him anything about the Ame.lcan 

Civil L1bert~es Union. 

au a e touch! g on a sore sot, .. L no • 

I think his membe sh p dates from a ound 1952 or it ay 

ave bee p _or t that I orgec ·';.he exa t d te We ould 
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be happy to furnish the _nrormation from our official files. 

MHo LYNCH. ould you let Dr. Berne answer the question, 

Mr Besig? 

MR. BESIG. We~l, there are times here I may object to 

your question. I do not think t e questions concerning be 

American Ci 11 Libe .' ies Unl-on are an issu re. I - 11 be 

glad t o take up the issue affect ng this ch g. 

L eM. I want to make t very plain he~e t at am 

not eking any eference ag i ns'C t e American Civ_l L berl1ies 

Union as bein a com un at organzation or a comm nist front 

or any thin of ~ e sort • 

. • BESIG We 1, ~ Y did t·s ecurity officer make the 

charge gainst our group? 

MH o LY:iCH , I a askin hat the charges e e there and 

1hat question I am not ask~n J • Big, are d~_ferent h ngs . 

o BESIG: e , lsQue re ins in the cases a 

to the propriety of the action 0 he seau ity officer. of the 

Veterans Admin strat on, n p t t l g t is charge in t · e letter 

of charges. 

ow that q est~on cannot be ~gnored . 

MH o L CR. ow ~f you w uld 11k a equest made to wlth­

dra that cha e relative -

• BESI. e ha e rusted t 

• L CH t _ias an compl .... ane been made . th your r 

·uest in t t respect? 
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MHo BESI G: We have heard n th:~n :> CO ~ y;:nii1. Q• i t.-

~' m.. LY CH: You have not b ~ .. advl.sed ne wa. or the 

othe ? 

DR BERNE: Tha · a r:lgh~' " 

• BES:a A d I take it t ')'" th_ s matter - g 8"-:" . of 

iss e. e intend t , resi 'C t"::8 na ge a '- every "';ep ~ 'the 

"ray; through h s office a d t ugh our na-ciona.;.. ff",~ce and 

through other eans that are a a21able t us. 

We esent 'th:LS accusation. We thinl{ it s miacond C" 

on the part of the ecu ity officer to have b ought our na e 

into this th~ng . e have a lot of members in the Ame an 

C viI Liberties Union people ho bel~n who t ork for he 

Government, an if your securi y orr~cer ·s -0 be believed, 

chen the Jobs of chose people are In j~op .rdy and e re en 

the e sland rous statements . 

• LY CH I s pose, Beslg# and I :td not intend 

t o get on th s general uest1on~ but I suppos that y organ­

i zat ion, ho e er loyal -t may be parti ularly an or anization 

th 18 concerned n h man 19hts, as been subjected, som 

time or other, to s e erson gett~ng _n that are 0 un_ste 

and commun at me b~rQ. 

BE 10: A orga ~za·ion that I 'un , - t I ate 

director of, 1 not explo_ted b the co un ts. 

mIl I kno t at '~he policy of t e comm nis part 

s to heedle th lr wa into tbe bes' organization they can 



26 

possibly get. 

o BESl: Mr. Lynch --

MR. L CR- Now we would 1 ke to k 0 if, ~hen we find 

the person 1n an organization - he e we f'1 d any reference of 

that kind, lI1hethe th re m y be a (},; .,.:::99% goo loyal Arne . cans, 

one that as tI~ing to get in t do damage co t e eat per-

centage of t e loys American such or an~zatio s. 

' . BESIG Dr .. Berne is not heedlin _ s iJay nto our 

organization as a communi tv 

MR L NO : id not say t at _ 

Re BESIG And we have no fear of hi and e 1s not in 

any osit10n of po~er~ b ; te erely cont ibutes a certain 

amount 0 mone and t at s abo t the extent 0 his partici­

pation 

,MRo LYNCH: tell, • Besig, I just asked the question 

with respect to is me berahip in t , e organization*, 

MR6 BESIG. Do I understand t t the Admiistrator asked 

you to eo e out ere to checl< up on e American C1 11 Llbertie , 

Union? Is that 0 e th ur see of this vi ~t. 

MR . LYNC-... 0 to. a.1- .s no one of t-;he purposes. 

fy1R.. BESIG . Or to _n :.re, in th s case, nto the American 

Civ~l Lioerties Un! n? 

R LYNCH" \'1 . re no'\'; making ny i qui y aG the present 

ime nto the A!neric' n Ci il Libe t es Un 0 tal. 

o BESIG Or insofar as t e ~espondentts relationsh1 
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to this group 18 concer ed? 

MR L! eR: And at this interv1et~, I a makin no harge 

whatsoever respect!- t e American C vi Libert es Un on. 

MHo BESIG ell, ~t has al eady een done. 

r~ . L CR. I sa it is not done t this inter 1e • 

~lR. ESIG I as hope ul that -he Ad inJ.stra'Gor would, 

by this time, hav w t~dr wn this char e and that you w uld 

come out here and ad~i e us that th~s ch rge had been with­

d_a n, but apparentl it is going to take t er pressu e 1n 

order to achie e at reoult . 

MR~ LYNCH. I understood t a t th d in1strator d d ith-

draw the c rge it respect t another orga izat on_ 

MRQ BE 10. He with rew the c ar e t t espect to the 

Counc ·1 for Cl Ie U ~ty ana we calle ~hat char e to e 

a tent! of t e Co nc becau e the pres_dent of the Cou eil . 

se ves on our Board and • W 11iam Roth, ho 1s the r asurer 

of Matson Company, and protests ~ere lodged w_th t · e Adm n­

iatrator and the matter received considerable attention fro 

the news apers and the Congressman from ~ is District . 

o we di not cho se; at t ac t mel to andle our com­

plaints t is ay. I p esented the ma t e to our national 

orf ce and ~e suggest d 

should be is seed. 

o teA 

.... di nov thl.nc th 

his matter 

t trlould 

a campaign~ a ptblie cam a~gn to ach~eve that result. 

equire 

th 

the endo semenc of -nnu er-ab1 e r m- ent eo eta" had bee 
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necessity of that kind of a campa g • 

With a 100a_ organization l_ke the Counc 1 for C'v1c 

Unity, however, they were on a d~fferent footing. 

But I resent t is charge be~ng cont~n ed in the let-er of 

charges. A~d I w 11 ta ke ~ssue and continue to take issue 

with the agenc on it. If, at an point3 a q estion s ra_se 

against the organization or ~her an ins nu t~on s made aga ns . 

the organ zation, I am here to co bat it .. 

MRs LYNCH. Well, at this interview, I am not mak ng an 

insinuations or nything of the sort abo t any 0 ganization 

I am merely address i g myself to t ·e "nformation in t_e 

file .here and aski g some questions abou it lrect l 1n re­

lation to the security ituat on of Dr. Berne _ 

• BESI,.. t· eli, .it has no relatl.onshJ.p to t e question 

of secu ity at all. r. Eldon ~ _ley was ~ay f base Ihen 

be in·eluded this so t of a cha ge ., It s a scu_ 11 us, scan-

dalous, defamato ']I c arge, and t see,-ms t me that Bailey 

should gl'e an aecou t ng __ 18 actlon~ 

iR. L ~ H:.. ell, I bel ve the q est on I asked of .. 

Ber e has be - nswered, has it not? 

And of ese, yo references are of recor and I will 

ery 1 dl onvey to ihe dm nistrator you req e t at t is 

time, and see to _t th ~ he see' it w t4 respect to ithdra al 

of t at pa ie la~ harge. 



29 

MR. BESIG I wo ld ppreciate it ~ 

MHo LYNCH- And I tiould 1 ke to repea ~ that not ... ing 'that 

I ave said he e 1s in ~nded at al to eflect on this 

Civil Liberties Un on. 

er can 

I am merely a 

we find ~ n"h tile 

n some .uest .ons relat~ve to refere ces 

e re ot ne,es ar11y accept ng the re 

f erences e e. .e a "e ust a ele informat on and ~e cannot 

ge information unles you tallc: about .atte .. 

t.\IlR • B SIG I 11, any t"m n a sec t G e~ent r e" 

ny accusations are ade a 81.n t the Ame l.ca· C vl.l b rties 

Union, a d e learn about t, -. e are goin to take is ue ith 

the Government, and tr/e are no· reluc tant 'c do so \tlr...atsoever. 

., L CR. ertal 

ly do not blame you. 

ESIG. ~el1, .0, I l'ilin :1: _ 8 a ande ou • I have 

been assoc ate .ith th1 organi ation for a ong ~ _me. I 

know tP,'hat is going n We do not ermit he organ' za ion 

kno ing_y t be exp 01 ed by an ·communis'cs And we are been 

accused by the of b ing one 

As ou kn w, th ~e is a competing or an1zat lon, he 111 

Ri" ts Congress, tha' 25 a communist front, but if:; as no e_ 

lationship to US ~ nd f the au estion to be ade here 

h latter ne tas been dete-mined, I belie e 

by the Attar ey Gen sl as a s .bver . e or an4za~ion . 

.. BESIG,. llh t .' he Atto 'ney Gene al says l.S not 
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necessarily conv1nc-ng 0 me, but 1 knot f my wn knowledge . 

. ffio L C Only crying to po nt out to you the iffer-

ence bett"leen these ""wo organ· zatl.ons t'lhich you referred t . 

MHo BESI: 'ell, do not rely up n the Attorney Ge e al f c. 

judgment ~or his rig t to decide' ·or me as a cit- en what at­

titude I shou d take to ard organ zat 0 s, b t n my est! 10 : 

he Civil Rl.g ts Cong es 1S co un1st do in·ated an _ 8 a co 

un~st organiz tlon, and we have no relatio 

ever. 

lp to . 't'1hatso-

MIl L CR.. I d 1 ke to get a10n he e with the n-

format1on~ because I am ot re 0 discuss t e AIDer c n Cl 1_ 

L be ties U 0 or t e cha cte f any ot er organ za'C on. 

a t e e mere.!.y to se k so e informat on 0 t e bas s of 

different; thin s cha+t e are here n the fi as t at on or-

mation fiill throtlc light on the ya ty of Dr . BeI'ne as a se-

curity rl.sk fQr e U ited states o ern ent_ 

And I would rat e- a 0 d, ~r r can, any atters relating 

to the character of an of tee 0 gan~zat1ons, but yo c nno 

et the informa~1on I a ea. :tin ere u less I ask so ques-

tions lat vO the at e be' e e 

MR. BESIG ~ ' f t e - ui y _ about the A e ican Civil 

Lib t~es Union t any ~nt h :e, I sh 11 inte ene at a y 

time to c 1 r fy- t e lnat e' • 

• l 11, 0 are u 11 r on re ord • Besig, 

f1th espect 
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MR. BE 1G Oh, I an say a lot more . 

MRo LYNCH: (Co tinuing)... wi'- espect to the American 

Civil Liberties Union and how you feel about ~t _ ere no 

que tion about that. 

DRo BERNE BeTo e we pro eed, since I r you a e 

ing to oce d to 0 he ~te s, ould 11 e to g b ck to 

the ~ymout tt r to m :ce it a litt e c~ ea. .. _,. <, .. be ause 

ha e a feell. t at t 1 i P obably che most cri~1cal ita 

of 'the hole roced I T ould 11k to 01 if 5 ned 

this eta e ent kno ng oth I g about th akers ut havin 

a el ng abou t sta en . 
Fro tl.me o time, here ha e appe red i the ost re-

putable c v c perl.cd ca ca efully con:>ld ed and ell docu 

ented opl~nio s by S 0 sible c· zena co \i rnJ. g e 

act v1t1es of alious in e t1 ac1ve bod s °nd catin om 
~~ 

~ appre ensio of th ad SJ ~.cente t e Itimat 

security of the cou m~ght; suf er if some of t e p aetiees 

of var.li:·ous i e bod_es war cont1n ad or ext ndedj 

namely, practices 0.1 .. er than strai tfo~ wa d questioning or 

question ng co~ducted in such a way that no official censure 

might be _1t ut ne 

ad i strative inea:acltat on of t e pereo h was uestion~d. 
.! 

As a sc entist, I could not elp agr e1n ~it o e of 

the app ehens on e p-es ed~ a d as a t _o't;~c itizen . .? I as 

especially sens t~ e -e our super ority in a ious fiel a be 
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1 pa ed by· e facto sind- cat d. In ot er t~O d , t er s 

more to science than echnology and Just bul1din t ngs fro 

plans .. ere 1.., a ce i,ain a aunt 'of creat'lve activit , and I 

rega d myself as 0 e of t e creative l e f sc~entists, and 

I kno ho ueh n s 

And I had the feel1n that t e peopl :t t e Be e t s s 0 

had 30m ap reh ns on e e pr babl co rect~ par 1 ul ly 

1nce my fed is ho 0 in .e b oad sense nd 'elt 

that I could e d my suort t r attitude. 

In e nnect10n with th , for e am·le, n my ply~ I 

entioned peC1 ica ly ou pro e s 1n gu ded issile, which 

s a field MnA~e a lot of creat1v th nking i neede • And 

I was nt rested to no e tba ust w~ 'hin e last fe da s, 

a vel" ltle 1 -kno A1 sena or ~ h 

o tical lew 0 se en lsts, 

as e pr ss:... g spec·iflc·a . y the 

extre ly sens ~1 e t 

s bee re 0 ted in t . e press 

a e ap reh ns 0 He said 

so e'hin t . 
I. e er.ree h t our prog eSB 5 ilea 

is fall ng eb nd an thi d better b done abo t i t. 

So .' bat I w incere o s hat a sena 0 , h.o is very 

much· up on he poll.~~ic on f Gove se en , 
agre d i some ' '-hat h d a ~ d almos t o yea'Ps p e 

ioualy in a ery speci -1 way 

I 0 Id a1 0 1- e " 0 add .' a as a re u t,. of the n 

fo ma ' on ga ~ .oed b ou" k 'eymo t and e Cicizen 

Co ittee to P e .s ve American· eedom, ~hat fe the. 
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perhaps I was explo ted by un ho esome in luences 

And I also want to ~ddJ n connect n with one of the 

specifications, you did not mention, eoncern~ng Dr Pa P_ice 

Cobbs, I would J t l·ke 0 state I ha e ever knowi gly et, 

he rd of, communl.cat d ith or associated i Dr P Price 

Cobbs in any way what oe er I fact, ~ en I sa~ the s eci-

icatlons, I had no rec n t on of 1s name r wb re ~ ea e 

from. t S onl on exa in1n t e b ochur 0 tee G zen 

Co ittee 'to ese ve Ameri an Free om t ey sen" e 

without any eq est on a.rt, h oug t e mail on Se t ilber, 

1952, that I no ice . t at his name appea ed 0 t s b ochure 

leo, I ou d like to say, . at aside om Dr ymout , 

I had no e 0 y 0 any ot - na es lrlh· c ppea ed on G e 0 19i-

n 1 commun c tion n at" __ don f·t even kno hethe there 
~ ~ 
are any name 

MR. L CH- I ta e it; r you sai , Doct , that 

n relat.1onsh:;tp o you signature, t that et tion or ateve 

twas, that ou had co sc10usness ith res ct t t sa e 

be:tng in any sene au ersiv . est re of any ind? 

D 0 BIm E- No, Sl.r. ... e t.o ght ne r entered y nd. 

0 I askin e e e - ns;, I t a o you, 

* t 
~~ 

I ha e ~ .. . Bes ~ t have ot · ne b ck t~ 'nose eh rges 
. I' 

10 ~ed gon r ug e fl.les a d un t'l ate ~er ·v dence r 

'ha~e er p1e es 0 e i e os h l'e n t; baSi, for he 

eferences h1Ch 1e e d ec~ d to D . Berne. 
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S Ia not 1 w~n ~n any cate 0_ ca or closely uni-

or fashion" he C 1(11 es as sue. I am look gat e over 

all picture on th s ease at the present time. 

We are . ursu ' 

Besig, to see f 0 s u ion 

81 nlr'aance attse in t an of the e re r nee e fi ·d in 

the f1 e ~ ic ay be • .. ·""" ... " ... ·£:>d a , udero atory JI H nfo at on. 

• BES G. ~ cour e, I shope ~ at t e -ritten 

an er of tees nde' n t s . t~e as s f 11 and so 

complete t .. t a 5 ered fully;' e a legat ons that h been 

made aga nat y ou ht tee t ings d been ana e ed. 

I th nk t s 'S a fl 'msy o~t case, and I amazed 

at t e expend· t res P bl'c funds to osecut matter of 

this .k od. 

m e n ':I yo iva me a _ef ere ence 

y ha e ad ~ t . Pr r S8 r () car 

Oeser? 

DR. B NE ... !ia I d re S o"ae ore pl ase? 

·MR. L eH Sur y. 

Ro I no ice ch t you see GO be o 10 ing th 

o der i th atefllen"- 0 spe if! a ,- one and t ne f the 

cha g s concerning the Fr cisco Council fo i 1c Un- y 

has been re you a e ve y appr pro ely 

o itt ng tat .. 

~ 0 LYNC I a e d no -ef ~e ce to 
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DR. BERNE Exactly. Buc I would like to br~ng -t up 

for the f-olloTi ing r aao' Since this is essen ially as much 

a judgmen of y personal a ttitudes as anyth ng else, I ould 

1 ke to bring t 1s up, 0 as an a d1tional cba ge against 

eel but merely to re~er to .t, I ~ould sa , as an 0 ts_ e 

matter to sho~ my t 'i 'u about 'C ings . 

In th_s case, when ' he ouest on ca~e up of joini g ~e -

San Frane~sco Councilor C1 c Unity, choug v d~d e te 

mind, since t is as ob s yak nd of political 0 ganizat1on . 

an there o~e I to orne tro lb e ~ determine tlhe'cher I 

could ap ropr1ately join t i . 

nd I took the fo o1ing steps: i at, 0 Ap i 12 , 951, 

I ~rote to he Attorney .eneral of Ca i fornia, since I ~hought 

he as ~ e PP op iate autho.it , as fo_l s. Dear Sir, ill 

you plea e nform e f the Co nci for Cl ic UniLY soan 

list of sub era e org 1z ti 

This letter appa ent y was rere . ed to S nator ugh 

Burns, Cha~rma of ~ e nate Fact Find n Com ~ttee ori Un-

American Ac ivities in 'C e Ca lJ.rornl.a l egisl ature, who r pl- ed" 

in effect, that the Council fo 01.·C U i y was not 18' ed 

as a eo u ist ron OL nizat~on 

I 1ent t - the fu then, of hav.:..ng unch 11th 

the secreta y of t he 0 0 niza"clon, woe na e I do no' recall , 

and . sou sed the ai ill Ho en, I a d an dl au e 

the aims n 1m .. 
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.' 
It . as on y after sa isfying. yself \py t ese p ocedures 

that I could lend my uppo t ~o this Co n 11, t1at I sen in 

my members 1p c rd. n I produce this as e ~dence _ at I 

do have an at tude a ou oinin orga izat·ons thic co d 

concei ably be in n ~ay )}.es'· nab1 e alon . t . e line 0 sub-

vers10. And that hen - on -d r t ap · te, that I take 

stes that I th k are a ro rate ;ro e y elf clear about 

it. 

S all I roceed t ana er e q astian aoout Dr~ Oscar 

Oeser? 

Plea.s 

DR I s neount d r. Oese br efly a a 00-

in ouse ~ber I 
,.. 

s-ayed ere 

one night And I was n-c 0 uced to m' n 1 e cou se or 

ordinary courte y d dn J. 0 each other., 

I a no contac- him t J. I ags"n encoun ered l.m 

at a socJ.sl Dec mber 1952, t uhic ti e he 

s'ca~ed chat :1e s r f s or 0 aye . logy in Aus ra13 ... a and 

a visl.t"ng t s co - tr on f"e 10 IS .: f.om some ell-kno n 

sc_e tif e 0 aniz ~ion., I d . ft re ember ie one, b t I 

have ~ e fee 1ng bo t ~t, t t wa one of t e major foun-

d tiona, such a th oc fel le Inst-tute or 0 th'n s ilar. 

sl" d "he n at th t te that t~e S te De-

a tm nt senee a 1 '0 ei n scie t ata ~~s ti 

t 18 ount J s it n e occu· ed ~o to ~ues ion Dr Oeser's 
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political v wa, sin e, obviousl , the state D~p~rt en d 

many ore reso ree h n I have for deter~n1 such a thing. 

I assumed that f the allowed h1m in, , t he «ust be 

ate or de i_able. 

So ited h o c me s y p of ssional uest to 

sC1ent~fic mee in the f eek, wh ch he did •. e 

brogbt h ' te r t 1m~ W di uBsed only seie prob-

lema and he ·~!ed , to lTL .. i'ld ade us.. k ow .edge of e ... ield .. 

so that te t that e .... h.B osi- to 0 was sincere when e .~:: ' ~ 

stated that ~e s e c e p _poses 

I a e no'c e L hea of i s ..... ee we s id ood .... bye 

at th d or of t me · in .. 

L ' CH* And . hen 1a hat .t Doc'cor; ,haG year? 

DR. ecember 1952 

0 L CH. I see. 

R. B m ately. 

MR. ~ CR. He as, 1as e n ~ leav n for Austral! 

a ou that· me? 

DR. ER E: I ot the 1 pr ss~on tha he as le n short.. 

ly, s r. 

• Di you ha e a.y ~ . -led e a all e-

pe tin t 8t:1S ei~ .t· ns on the art of Dr Oe e ? 

DR ~ oien ue 

t on a a at no c me a ed e 0 aus -

pect ~hat he a ot e_ t a a ~ ut ble 1 y. scient! t. 
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• L CH~ D. Be ne, do you kno anyt ing abou the 

Ca11fo n1a Labo School 

D 0 BERNE. Yes:l I have heard of 1. .. 

• L OH Did anyb dy the~e e er conva t you at any 

ti e for any pu pose 

DR. , BERNE lO ne ev r cont cted e for an ur ose con-

nect ed t the Cal~ro n a L bor hool. I do no know ex-

act ly what au ar r fe ring to , b t t· 0 d a sume - ... 

MR. L CH 

that all tee 

I ref rr n to a eferenc, a . I say 

ferences t at I a_e oeca 0 ed by some 

eference t . I find n t ~s f e, and I am . eferri to .a 

eference &ha a Mr... .ols d Robe s, !Tho ias c t; mplat1ng 

chistr !J 1 ic disc · SS' 0 

La or School. 

Ie dIe s~ons on e f_e d of p Y",,: 

ere '0 be eld at tee lfornia 

D It Let; e a '.S er~ first, J.. ave never, to t e 

best of y eeellect 0, art ie ated 1. a~J discu ~on at the 

Ca11forni L bor Soh . 

Secondly, if Ilr. Ro e t co te lat d t s, I do not e-

coli ct t at he or nyone else ~ er ;'~" c ed e th a con-

crete request t at p .. ic pa e. 

• LYlJCH: I see. 

DR . BE .:~lt · t ·s p s le t at y emor s raul y in 

th's res e t b t c r t nly, don t ·c e 11 s c an app (') c . 
e 0 no e a intor at on. Dr, Berne, 
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that yo ere p roac e 

DR. BERNE I d 

I have never par ic 

t re all sue an approach and ce_~a·nly. 

ted in any in. 

• LYMe . th ok hat y u ha e discus e i e at _eng 

nere, a reference t t fe found in t e f ' e ... espec'" _n YO'li.r 

vi it to the Russ· an Consu ate.t San ancisco . 'e do ha e 

fo mation J.' • your name d d appear n·h ri es of the 

R ssian Consl te 

tould y u ave allY hing to say 11 that respect? 

• BER EYes, i. co nect on ith th R s ~an 

Consula~e 1 as follows s I stated, I e uested 

from t em a sa to v s the So et Un_on. I d wi h-

out ev know ng 1he he m pas rt tcould be alld 0 tbe 

So iet Unl • I re .. u s-ced t s isa .for the PUl: oae of visit-

ing the:lr ental hos ' al • 

A d this was ap·pr xi t · ly nMa 0 1948, I believe, in 

connect 10 w_th the tr p a ound t ·e world l,.zh eh cook, as I 

er, in 1St I 0' ar'~ 1 g 

vis'ted mental hospitals in a man co ntr e as p ssible n 

the sh rt ti e at m isposa an 1~th my l~mited fund • 

I a e th18 r p at own expense fo· the pu 0 e of 

study1n th tre te e of m tal d·sorde s n vari us a -s 

of the orld 

er s e 

ho e 0 _ pe~ha s f nd_ng out whe~he ~bere 

h shou d e tried i ~ 1 country 

to c mpare th t e t e t 1 ot e c .unt·' s wi h th 
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treatments in this country . 

One of the things that happened on th s visit~ for ex-

ample, was the drug which snow l<nOl'l1n as, "serpas!1, nand 

which is a derivati e of ~lhat is colloquial_y called, "l dian 

Snake Root," is no~ h 1n an enormo s alue in t e treat ent 

of me a1 disorders 

During th1 same tit at e are dis USB n here, I 

visited " hospita l i a rae here I noted t he u e of t is 

drug whic had ot yet been introduce into t is count y . 

• L CR. Well, you QuId think, Doctor, that reference 

of your name in che fi les of t e ussian Consul te was 00-

casioned by your a plicatio to v.sit Ru aia ~n you in ulry 

in relation to Russian h sp tala. 

DR. BER E: I kno thin about ow Russians kee t eir 

fi les, but the onl contact--

R. LYNCH I do not either. e do nth e any reference 

here as to hO~f they do, either ... 

DR. BER E~ The 0 "1 direct contac I ever had ith any 

Russian official in San Francisco was that I requested a visa. 

Some repI'esentati,ve talked liO me at some lengt and showed 

some ~nterest on hat I was doing. 

ow I don' t know wether or not it would be w r t h while 

a t this point to int roduce, i bit A, whic i 

R. LY c~~ I t ink we hav tlat in the lIe have we ~~ 
.------::: 

not, Doctor, you eport with es ect to visit1ng, 
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DR. BERNE· I ga e one to the Fede al Bureau of Investi­

gaAion op ratives. 

MR. LYNCH. e ha e that, Doctor 

DR o BERNE. I should say that my ~nterest in this tOP1C 

continues , and I 1_11 shortly have -- but do not have yet 

Exhibit B, which is a similar COmD1U ication dealing with 

mental hoa ltals in the C ribbean area 

I cite this only to B 0 that my interest 1 vis ting 

t he Russ an Consulate for the purpose of obtainin 'a vis was 

e tlrely mot! ated by scientific considerat_ons 

The v sa was not ganted . I ave ne er been i the Soviet 

Union .. 

• BESIG. I J uld like to comment very briefly on th s 

general matter I not l.cef; that just yesterday, the Secretary 

of stat e announced that travel would now be permitted to the 

Soviet Union and passports ~ould be ~ssued for beind the 

"Iron Curtain," except; n places where e lack representation. 

Obviously,. anybody ho lntends to travel will have to go 

to the consulates of t e res_ective oountries 1n order t se­

cure visas. 

MHo LYNCH 

MR1I BESIG 

T at is rl.ght • . 

I sincerely trust t at the va ious security 

office~s in the agencies of the Federal Government will not 

I_st in the- r files info atio ' of t at kind concernin a ~ 

plicatlons made by p rsons seeking visas . 
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This kind of a charge, it seem vO me, is rather a curious 

one, unless there s some chIng else i the file to indicate 

that his purpose wa a bad one, thac he had some u_terior 

motive. To aiae a q est· on, it seems to me, s ab urd 

It reminds me of the Army 0 lice I epresented ecently 

who had been assi d to Russ an len -1 as du ing t e war", 

He had no C 0 ce a o t tl BSJ.g ment,. and yet~ t hat tI as t e 

basis of a security cha e. 

To attempt to 0 on a trip, you t'tll.l1 ake an appl C 'Cion 

for ' a visa, and hat becomes a subject of a security charge 

I do not know ' 0 ridiculous we c n get 1 t ~s country_ 

DR. BERNE. I l~ould like to add som thi g furt er? 

MR. :L ' ell All i t .. 

DR p BERNE: I ega to t 1S leit to t e Russ_an Con-

Bulate and its purpose. The _inancial sac iri es that I make 

in this t ra e1, I a ade ~n orde to promote t e relfare 

and securit of the United s tates by increa 1 its effect1 -e. 

manpO~Jer and progress . v 1 r educ1 g the burden of the Govern­

ment agenc1es, such a s th medical branch of the Vetera s Ad~ 

min1str tion , thus freeing Government funds for ot er p~r oses. 

In other words, t is recogn zed tha t a 1a ge p rcen # e 

or disabil ties among vetera s and a ong u9 diers on act ve 

duty are psych atri c , an f anyone c n contribute anything 

w ich would recU e the e isab 1 ties or spee re overy, it 

i110uld not be a '~:Lnor but a very jor c ntr buci n to the 
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budgetary considerations and a so to the quest·on of manpower 

for defense 

MR. BESI 

DR. BERNE 

Not to speak of security_ 

An security . And t erefor I w uld 1 ke to 

po nt out that t;h 6 one of the p lr oses 0": this v 61 t be­

ca e I h ve noticed in ther countries, treat ant borro ed 

from the Russians which are at least 0 th look ng in 0 For 

example, the French ha e bo o ~ed .certain idea from t e , 

and according to the psyc lat rlsts . n the French Colonies . ~ 

that I talk d to~ t hey e getting good esults. 

! t ink - I say th saga n to establi~ my good faith 

~n rega d to a king 0 .this isa, ic I did not g t. 

MR. L CM. D eto 1 YOU h ve al eady testified qui e at 

length in your written eply and I be 1e e -Co the B. I~. , 

relatlv to c1rcumst nc of your tri 0 TVrkey. I ee no 

need of o1ng into that any further I see no need of r 11ow­

in any further than a1 eady has b en to' owed t e eferences 

r especting your at · ement a t some .f i me that you e-r t ken for 

a spy i Tur~ey. I t ink al l of that circumstance is stat d 

here already "n the record. 

But at this t· e, I thought possibly you mig t wa t to 

add a word to -t, a d I refer t o t for t at pu pose 

D • BER- ~ I ~o Id 1 ke 0 a done th ·ng; t a t a t hat 

time., I had a British pa sport., I as received by the British 

Consulate -- regarded as an honest fell~~ . I ~as invited on 
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pure 1y persona 1 rounds, to vis.! t sh" ps of t e Br t S 1 a vy , 

so that the British Intelligence, if they made any in uirles 

about me, undoubtedl regarded me as reliable. 

I was generally received as a re.iable person with the 

apparent except ans noted in t previous reco 

t» LYN 

b~·lieve? 

You were n 01 and at 0 e ,me 9 Doctor, I 

DR. BER E· es~ s_ • 

MR. L OM And I b _ieve reference was made to your being 

one of a group of persons -- perhaps refu ees·, ere they, in 

Holland? Possibly tha mea er r ference may be suffi lent 

for you to ell US~ wtth respect to a.y rela~lons 'p you bad 

ith any so-called, "g p," hile you ere in Ho11a d? 

DR. BER E I dontt under tand t e tere ce to, "group . " 

If it means any sort of organized group - I knew peo 1e in 

Holland, and I suppose if they kne~ each othe ,you 19ht call 

this a tfgroup n But at no time t!1as I co n zant that I was 

dealing ~it anyone ho belonged to any or an1zed roup, 1.ich 

aga_n, was ne er br ught up., 

y trip to HoI an -- t e 

Holland QuId be a fo 10 s. I 

for many years in Canada, my h m 

might call "ord nary" pec Ie 

el¢v& t arts of y trip to 

a so e riend that I kne 

to of treal ~hat you 

o of t em a of Dutch des-

.cent -- 1ent to v·s t h 5 relatj s n o11and, and w en I 

hey asked me 0 stay got there, I ca led r iend • 
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at their house, an I stayed a night or two, and t became 

ob ious that I was in tIe way __ t was a s all house as many 

of them are And t hrough various acquaintances, social ac­

quaintances, let t s say, usica ' .. cq aintances, I arr nged 

with so eone else t stay at their house as a paying guest 

' r didn't have any mone at the t i e - arr nged to pay later. 

And I stayed at their house 

They had peopl e v r occasio ally an p a ed the guitar . 

They took me to din er a ot er frlends l h use~ 

no polltJ.cal discuss! ns th t I eeall .~, 

'_ ,ere were 

Apparently some 0 e peopl e ~ere f om other countries, 

parc1cularl Spa_n, POlt g 1, as I rec 1 and I e11eve that 

the people I was eta ing wi th ad at one 'ime lived in Spain 

and had left. 

MR ,. LY CH ~as t here any thin of a communist or sub-

versive nature a t all i re lationship to those people th t 

you were stay ng .ith? 

DRo BERNE ~ I never heard them mention anyth' ng which I 

ould constr e to mean that they ~ere engaged at that time n 

any polit ical act vi'Y wh tsoever. The r chief concern was 

ho to eat, ather an pw to change anyt 1ng 

MHo BESIG- The 0 i inal quesvion, + Lynch, I do not 

1ant to _nt rrtpt here artie 1a ly b t the orig- a1 ue tlon 

was a b1 vue. 

o LY CH It as ague because the information we have 
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is vague 

o BESIG: 0, I see. 

MR . LYNCH And I ight say, I am a raid, Mr ~ Besi , 

that you really m sunderstand us here to some ext~nt, be 

cause I think t hat you rather tal<e ~t f r g anted that any­

thi g I sa is blown u to be da i g t Dr e_ne. 

Tn t is not so at 11 All t ese ~efe ence here t at 

I find, I j at ~a t to et them out on the tab e here and" 

see 1 'there is anyth to them t all It does not mean 

necessarily t t Ie a e go ng to judge that they are dero a ­

tory at al~ .. 

I am de) ng t:lis r Dr~ Berne 's ass s ance as well as 

the overn~ent sass ta ce. 

o BE G I '!!3""'7""~~clate that 

. evertheless, t e or ginal question, if I may 0 back 

to _t, d d appear to me to be a bit gu~, U~ you Bay the 

informat:J.on was vague e had 0 all sj.on to this bus ness 

in the letter of cl r es hich had or! inally been received, 

and I assumed t at t h n -errog t~on ere, of course, oul d 

e with r ference to he m tters that h d be n referred to 

in the l ett er of char e • 

and --

is is 0 ething new and strange 

ffio L I H ~lell, e era11 speaking, t at sould be, 

bu~ as I said a mOIDe t ago I am mak g refe ence here ~lt 

an thin that I see W1t respect to the sibil ty of being 
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MR ,. BESIG Apparently, it did not afford th basis for 

the charges. 

;/ " L OR oc any p~rticular charge, no. 

DRo BEID· Y I add another paragraph? 

b LY OR S re y 

DR. B HE: To shed some light on the nature 0
3 my e-

1a tJ.onship 1 th the e p,eo e, B nee "Ghe i f r al.-10. is ague 

and I don"t kno~ hat 1t; may refer to. It may refer to some-

thing that might be undesi abl • 

' . LYNCH· I migh s r, r. Be ne, I am not par eularl 

concerned about that. I do not ee t e ne d for that un ss 

you 0 desire If y u do~ h proceed? 

DRo ER E Well, I will. For exampl , some of these 

pe ple should ave S-C ries wh ch might re lect unf vo abl 

on their ass elates t eh we don ft; l{no~J -' .. don't know~ I 

Ifoul like"o make ' he na'"ure 0 the relat_onship clear. 

So e of their names I eo Idntt pronounce, a d so Ahen we 

alked abou them, Ie would ere, as I reme her, one of them 

as t e fiSt Ingbea tr another 0 e as the n osq 1 0," because he 

had a ame esemb ed a 0 quito_ An ~e iould say such 

things a , " e st in bean is unh py in his mar lage~ but he 

plays the pi'an ery we_I . ,' e ought to go td t e car here 

~Je can dance", n Thi B t e so t . relat~onship I ha w_ h 

them There s no . fere c ~o ~fuat ho ld e do about 

" ~ ,. , 
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the state of th world?" 

MRa L NC: I see ~y I suggest that 'we take about 

fifteen mlnut s for a ecess? 

(Short recess.) 

MHo LYNCH: Doetor, t e inTorma'tion ~ e h va ere i dicates 

»}:p that 
0---

pass ort wa ~ss ed to you _n 1948 to tra 1el n Siam 

and Spain to g ther data fo_ a book, and t en the passport 

was renewe to be al i d unti l ~y 13, 1952, or a trip to 

Spain, France, Portu a1, friea and South America for scient! 

fic congresses and studies. 

I ould l1ke t ask yo , ctor, if yO went 0 those 

trips an ~hat might be the scientific congresses what you 

~ay have attended, f you did go GO ny of them? 

DRo BERNE: In eference to 1950 - I have already des­

cribed or refer ed t 1948 as a trip around the ~orld -- In 

1950 6 the t rip wa~ i rily to attend the International Con-

gress of Psychi atry as a deiegate of th American Psychiatric 

Association hich w sed in Paris in, 1950. 

In the cou se f t is trip~ 

isit mental hospit Is var u 

took che oppo t nity to 

orts 0_ the - rla ~- went 

do n to A rica an a e home v:1,a S.out Merica 

The seie t:lflc esults of this tri ~ill be u 1 s ed 

shortly in the Amer can Journal o' PSYCh1 try under c e title, . 

"Co paratlv Psych~ t y and Trop~cal Fsye iatry It descr bing 

what I saw in '8 ious hospitals, including the one I visited 
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on that trip. 

MR. LYNCH· N01 then, you islt to those coun ies 

was in elation to your pursui of seie t ists and sych1atry, 

I take t? 

DRo BERE That is correct ~ 

o LYteR. e there any meet~ngs of any kind you 

attended of a pollt1cal na~ure? 

DRo BERNE No, sir -

NR L CM. Sp ak1ng ·of your ~ t ng3 Doctor, I mig t tell 

you that ~1e have a r ort here t hat w en 0 were at the 

Baxter General Hospit 1, t .er w s pub ' ished there the B xter 

Eagle, and you wrote several art cles for it, and you will e 

pleased to ear tha the repo t we have is that they were 

widely rea and widely d1SC ss d 

DoBER E: Well, I am glad to he r it G, 

MR. LY1CH. Docto, I bel eve you testified quite a 

length a out Dr. G e O ... y Zilboo g. 

DO you emember havi sent a patien to him and eferring 

t ·o the fact t at this pat! nt wa a 3 " mber of the g_ oup?" 

Do you rememb r an th ng or th t sort? 

MR. E IO.. A member o ' the ou? 

~Tas, . "a me ber of the group, It whatever that 

nay m an. I am 0 an n at it means. 

R BE E: I hav no eco _ection of any such thin , 

an i seems very unl"k an th_ that I would do .. 
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he only thi g '/hat __ an t in f .0 c nne tion lith 

Dr . Gregory Z11boor 1s a 1 tte,," hich 'ya 

1s rather odd tbing to be en r ed wit 

n t sent, wh ch 

- so ethin ne 

I 11 ould t in t nte pret 1at "nfor at on 1 es 

behind the for of y ur ue ti n, 

, . LY H. I a , ropi g or info!' a , n t a e ay as 

you are, Do tor 

DR. E ' n~:. 

• BESIG. 

erne. 

This par ·cul r lett 

ff r ou ing,," or nf'rmation • 

DRc BE ~E. T s particular _ t ter ad to do with d a n05-

ing of whee er a c rtain atient was ha in elusions of 

grande~r'or wh ther he was -- he -as tal'ing about 

in a rea i 1ay. He 'me t~on d tt~t e had been 

mself 

member 

of t he -- orne./.' ·~'.~'~/,=r~m~.nt agenc or some gove nmen r;a body in 

Russia. 

1 ad hear, a a _umor ~lthout ' any confirmat ion or at ­

tempt t o con rm _t, th t D • Zilboorg had at one time been 

a membe of the RUB an oFe~ ent , and t hi s articular patient 

clai ed t hat he ha associated 1 h Dr . Z11boorg in th s 

governmental c pac Y4 

No'&. the w01"ld:1 ' , ,t1 ma ave c epv into wha ' I sa d , 

act ally, or ma ~t d n't~ I don re ember. ayb me 

ot e_ word was inte~pr ted by the 1nt 111gence of'ieer as 
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"group .. " Bu since _ aen't too clea ab ut D_ Zilboor . IS 

position i the Russ'an ove nment~ it there had een one, I 

may have rere ed it in some ague way as a over ental 

II roup, n or some· sue e . 

MR LY CH, We do y of t e etter 
" ~. : 

w just 

have a reference to th se 'eferre to« 

• ..,£;UfoAV ..... : Thi s Ie t as -rl.·ten _utte 0 nly th 0 g 

medical cha nel seen by Y medica c e_ a d then 

it as s en b the Chi f f the edi a er ice, and e all 

consulted and decided t · it as not necessary 0 p p iate 

or hatever rd a , t a' N sh uld 0 unicate it 

D • Z~lboorg· that ybw W co ld d1 g oae t e p tien wit- · 

out t~1a infor ti e efore, the , e '''er tJas n e 

de troyed and ever s nt 

at th 0 1 co ect! n I could ake ~1th ny u e of 

the war, "group," l.n c nect*o t h Dr. Z11boo g 81 c 

have no de f n ou t at bel ngs to th 0 e ex-

ception, h t e be pngs to t e Ame~_ca Paye oanalyt '0 

sociat·on. naturally, e n psye oan y t. 

I wou~d 11k t d ne thing at t i cime bee B I 

ant to be s e to et boh co d. It o ewor hy 

that ever ndi _dual - a i men one 'by a e in e e 

cbs ge al."J eopl w a p chi rist ould na ra_ly e 

in the c h o d n y 

or e a ple, ~e ave a physl.o ogist -- Dr Cobbs -- I 
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know nothing about. He has a doctor's degree, e idently. 

Th n we have a psychologist. Then we ave a psyc 0-

analyst, and then another psyc oana_yst. 

So a yone wno di not _ e " comp ete I~ofess_ot a 

_solation would be v ry likely to mee- th s t pe f co eag e 

in the course o~ hi ac~ v t es. 

R. LYNCH: Ha you ad occasion to bee'orne a ar ha 

the communist pa t .has r~ed to i filt ~te in docto o gan 

izations as ell as t era? ave ou had any occasion 0 0 

anything of tha sort, octor? 

I had 0 ceasio to thin of such a t ng 

because I perea a1 a never been ap r ac ad or 1 any 

as a se ious po 81--ay -- The first time it e urred to 

ility as when Ire ved the ape 1f tiona from t eran 

Adminl.strat:..on l.n Decembe ·.of ~953 in ~lhich it tfas eta ed that· 

Dr. Frank . e;rmo th and D .. P • r ce Cobbs were bo n sus act. 

And at this ti e" toe rre 0 e "'hat erhaps tlch atte 

ar be! g mad .,."'" ere ei g rna e 

mo L CR .. D1 yo kno Doc·tor, t the e has been 

a protessl0 a sect e S n _ana seo County Commun at 

Party and tba -he e w a e cal branch of th t pa G cul r 

secti() ? 

DR. B 

rat t me 

E .No a1. I d-d n . kno this. Th s 1 t e 

, I) LYNCH. - t ke t; that t at is ot e :tlar to San 

ts 
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Francisco; that the communist have attempted to infiltrate 

profess~onal organizations everywhere else aa well as they 

have here. There is not any eV'dence her that they have 

at a ll been successful 1n any s ch attemts in G 1s ~rea 

• B IG* I wa just wondering j s~ h w relev nt thi , 

was to the matte tbat is nder d s u sion? 

~mo LY CR- On y hink ng the D cto mi t ha had so e 

reference to it and 1 discussion relatio -Co ~ t mj, h 

th a some 1i relative to h a ba ic oyalty. 

r.m . BESIG: fell , y I s at this po nt tq a t yo ' mea 

that the Docto may have had some re'erenc to a profess .onal 

sect on of the eommJnist pa ty? ! do not h nk t t he e was 

any direct ref'erence t o i no any suggeo ion abou this in 

any or -he te t~monyo _here wa no inten' at any pl ce l ong 

the 11ne~ I am sure ~ t o sugges any~h ng _ke that 

MR. L CH: I did 'no·t ask l;ne question w_th any idea f 

any impl ication on he art of t he Doctpr n any ~uch t ' empt 

a t all . 

I merely was s ek ng a y i nfo matio the Doct r might 

have in that regar ; if he did know of' 'such a -"tempt and bad 

been appro eh d. 

~m. BES fell, now ~e are getting _nto t eneral 

field. re etti . nt , ishing expedlt~ np" as 

we te -t _n · hese pr eeed_ngs, a d this i t est of p_o-

leal of in tee se of s ur~ty offi ers 
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and their represent '1 

It see, S to me that there ou ht &0 b some rule of 

procedure, of fai play. 

L CR I ill b ve y 1a to s'r ke th t ue i n, 

if you wan , • es g ould you 1 ke t ha e that off "he 

record? 

o BE IG. 0, I Quld 11 t 1.. t e re 0 d -I uld 

l_ke it to m in ther 

·m LY CR- Doctor, I believe you refe~ ed a moment ago 

to Dr P. r e Cobbs and alB you ba e referred i yo r 

ns~er 0 the cha gea ~o D obb, nd I bel ve yo ve in-

d' cated that yo 

close la one lp~ 

s gnato alon 

to Preserve er can 

y 1: elat ..... onsh p w t Dr. Co be 

Ithst din th fae that you were a 

on be 1f of th Cit1zen Co ttee 

eedo 

o ou have ny further ~efer nee 

gard at th s ti e? 

ta p rt1 ular e-

DR. B E Only to B y th t _ tin , 

leaflet, h does ha e e iea eg, e tha G e 1:1ves n Los 

Angeles. 

' ~m~ L H te 
~ I ias a k , Doctor i you ad any 

perso a1 ltno~l dge a 01 t:lon t ~t r Co s1 

D '" ER E ey d s, .... kno~ nothi hi .5-

~CH· as no er o a rela i nah p n con-

ection with the fact t t b t 0 yo 81 n d t pe t1on? 
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DR·o BERNE- No , ir, I have' ever et h_m In fac t; , it 

is even conceivable t at i t is a woman and I wou1 dn't know 

'the difference 

MR. LYNCH. Do to , have you had any re_stto sh~ps wit 

Aubrey rossman? 

DR. E NE Sir? 

L CR. ~ave you had any relat1on~ pa it Aubre 

Grossman? 

DR. E E- To he best r my owledge , I have never 

heard thi nam ber e 

isn t ~t ? 

I ues~ ~hat i a u ficient a 8 er, 

Yes . 

I am ~nterested in the _n uiry because, once a a1n, of 

course~ th re is n hing in the harges t hat e· were hav"ng 

th~s little is·t ab ut, cone rn ng Aubrey -rossman. r know 

so ethilg abo t he an My client would not, but h s a 

lawy~r -~ he used t o pra tice in San Frane! co ow prac-

tices i n Ala eda ' 0 t. _e used t be at one tim , edu­

cational direcor 0 the communis t party ere i San 

Francisco. 'e k 0 " h public! as a commun15~ . 

But I not ee 0 reference to anyt ·1ng like that. I f 

the Veterans Ad 1 l S · ation wa oncerned bou' that matter, 

lot se i to me tha t ey Ot • v - advised us of _t h 

letter of char es ~ 

I have ot d scus ed it wi h c1 ent en you a 1<: d 
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not. e eem to go a lit le afield he e., 

el1~ these names, ch as Grossman s nae~ 

merel ppe r here i the reports that I ave 

r 0 BESIG. ~ all is m elie. ~ a1 ege to ha e done t~ith 

Mr ... Grossman? 

L ~C • ere is o aIle at! .n at a 1 CI • 

• BESIG , 11, e evanc doe it v , t en~ 

0 YNCH- The Do r t " if he lad knOt-in .. G 0 S 

man, 19ht tell u ha he did and 19ht give us so e 1nfor-

mat on respecting y rel· t onsh_ps t at rna ha e had til h 

•• 0, G ossman. But~ · ere 1s 0 C in re erence to hat • 

I as goin to a sk h abo t a few o~her peop e here, 

bu~ I will be ~ery glad to defer thaG~ Mr B aig, you d 

not 11k that line 0 es .... i · ni 

e BE~I: I do t li{~ it. I woul like to be sown 

the relevance of it" if it 1 xeleva t to the q iry here. 

If my client 1.S all ge to ave done a ythlng t~J.th tbese eople: 

by 11 means, ask t e uest on 

But we can go own t e telep one director nd 0 dorn 

all of thes names and asl! hi the } e has ever met any 

of th s ·eople, and i 10uld have the same purpo e. 

MHo LYN H. ~'e , not going do n the tel phone d -
r ct ry., I c:f.SSU e yo ... 

mto BES ... G. If there ar /i#/i Y oth r nam s r r he is 
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allege to have on anything wit somebody who was a com-

mun st, all ri ht~ let us get it out on t~e table But we 

have never heard ot a ythin like t is bef e. And hy was 

t not mentioned in the let er f charges? . 

'me LY OR 1 e e 1s no charge , 

BESIG 'el , t e only co cerned ~~th d ro ate y 

information here wh~ch t e Tete a s Adminiatra 10 has a a1ns 

my client. 

OW 1. ~he e no dero ato y info} t 0 co ce in 

him 1n cannee- on - t a y assoc_ation 'ith Orossma ~ hy 

aise it? 

He u d to e oonnee d w th C 11 R- t Con r ss 

around here too. 01 to his Aubrey o 

man. 

• Ii . CH. t ink , w. ·esig, the reference to rossm n 

perhaps 0 , ld be r _ Ie a oy m r t anything else 0 e 

charge that ~as w_t dra~ • 

MR. BESIG. Oh,· 5, C un 11 ro_ C·v·c n ty. ~e a 

on the boald f that b ck In 1 34 or '35. 

lVlR. CR- Als th C v ights Con r ss 

• IG" · G the C~vil R ghts Co res is no an is ue 

here. 

)1Ro L H S e Wl: 1 1 drs ~ t I ... uestion anc;l ke v 

l11" JI th ere no . 
m BESI, And · he 0 e r rmer·y n e board of 
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the C1vil Rights Congress, very likely, O_eta !a~ea 0 Connor 

and then there 1s anot er man , 

MR LYNCH Doctor Berne, a e ou a me ber of tee m-

munist Party? 

DR BERNE 0 , sir 

MR. e y u er een m m er 0 t e Co u.1st 

Party? 

No, s1 

.. . av · you ad oce sio to see 0 re ew t e 

list of or \"J t in . rvi o the xec t ve Order 

10450 that was is d by t e tt rney ner of the -n1tied 

s t ates? 

DR. B E: 81 ce I do 't kno'" the adm1nl.st~ati e de-

ta11s, I would a k w eth r you me n t S ommonly re-

ferred to as th , 11 ttor ey Ge e al t s List?" 

lV1R.. LY:bJCH. at is ' ght ~ es 

DR BERNE: I have see a copy of th S osted in this 

building, and I glanced th oug t out of curios ty iJir;h 0 

fee11ng 'hat 1t par~iet arl wo ld ha e any bearing OM Y 

qwn. 

MHo LnCH i d you ook thr ug it? 

D • BERNE- Glance ro hut , of curlbS .... t y J) since I 
, " 

have n 

eM: Di you s e any 0 an zation there 0 wh ch 

you were a ember? 
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DR. BERNE. 0, 6 • 

Or ever had been a member. 

DR. BERNEr. 

anythin ke tba~ 

of curios ty. 

o sir, and 

That loS 

did not antic_pate seeing 

hy I looked at ~, mer ly out 

, Ro LYNC: Doctors in tt e eneral wa - Now, s g 

ma bject to t is bee use ·t is not igh~ on theba 1 as to 

the charges, perha ,b ! m 0 n to as yo at an ra e: 

Can you gi e me ~ome idea, ~it res ect t o r vie s e+ 

specting the continua e f ou 

ment? 

onstit t on 1 fo m f govern-

DR. BERl • Yes, sir. 

MR LY CH~ I t e general 'nfor' :say, 'f; hat yuh nk 

of our set-up here so far as government " conce ned? 

DRo BERNE. I \f8S go ng to "0 t hat at tend of his 

session, if yo had, f\'i ask d me 'hat uest.l" on. I was a eady 

prepared i my mind to a y something about t _I ~ 

First of all, tie mos· ex cit exp_ess10 I ma e about 

this a at college ~lhere! was, you ~ ght say, a notorious 

anti-communist in my t-'lri in for · the 1 ~ tt e colle e ' aper 

fell, gene:rally speaking, I have an avers on to al _orms 

of totalita. a gover~ ~n' I get tb s f ... 0 re· d_n . from 

' whatever I hav r un ~nto in my travel of tocalit r an am 

o ,r . t 1 cing t peo e tfho have ex er en ed this. 

I fee t a I r onal1~ ~ould be ery d reseed t 
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have to 1 va under u'ch cond tiona, bot in my every-day 

l iving and ce ta nly i y seien f 

As far as the e iean Conetl ti is c ncerned, I kno 

as much about it as, et's say, the average erson, b t . 

also ha e, erhaps, yen i some ext a t ought in my sd1es 

of roup dyna 1c e of m in·eres at e e t. 

and I that & '1 a reat accom 1_8 _ent n 

human organizat 0 • 

I P ."3 that c s 

wi t h h eeli th t the erican Const_~ · t1 n e pS rIa 

ore attract ve 0 
,I 

'h n t e 1 t1 s_ 0 ga _zat on n. canada 

to~ay, whic · s ve' fi e a·d very sora le, bJt I h nk takes 

second place rat er an fir t ace, t e fi ·st· lac, I fee, 

be~ng occlp.ed by th o e nme t A d t i 

was motive or .. 0 th s co nt 

cJor. I -s e n rther uest10 .~. 

B 8I • I h va no uestions bu I o :d 1 ke to mal e 0 

a b. f stat me f the oord. 

ow I 1 av d t of ex e ence ~ th ··he e cases be-

ore . I ha an 1 d a doze or ee r n 

.... oY8-ty mat'ter bef re e s · A nist I 

ha e had me deall. s cu t matte s .1. vo in pro-

ess ona nt a t to. h 

Veterans Adminis r on, peop e ·1 d a onth or 
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half a day a onth to the eterans Administration 

MR. LYNCH. Par on e, is t is a eneral reference you 

are going to make, • Bes g, 0 the Amai istrat 0 or is t 

going to be i ~elat 0 to Dr . Be ne? 

o BESI is is i relation to D • Berne. 

o L -CR: B cause I woul lile to keep on the be m 

with D • Be e here, fee n 

• BESI h·_s 8 wi ' reference t Dr Ber · that 

I am ex ressing hac ce_n 

I ha been af8 e, as have ther profes onal 

people 'h ha e co suIt d e, concern- n the ~ llin ness 0 

th eran A ~n_st at· on to a t to esa pores iona 

people ab ut who i has ome de_o ato in ormation, an 1n-

ter iew. ollowin J e erv~ew ~ ie hav discov red hat a 

clearance hs been g~a ted, and a~ter th rant of a e earance, 

that ends t he atte" 'I pe so.· is at resto· ed 0 

rev10us associa' ion lth the Vetera .. s Administration, but 

in effect, t e Veteran 

a problem,. .It as ive 

Ad 1 istrat on has cleared itself of 

a kind r due rocess It h s re-

lieved its If of a .0 _em. has clea ed the ma bu~ it 

never takes back. 

NOli it is that k nd or a pro e re -hat a t "0 note 

for the ree ·r that 

cern ab ut. 

am 1a e of a d that _ exp 58 a co -

I 61. ce e tr s tat at Bort of procedure w 1 not 
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be fol owed n Doc or B ... rne's case. 

I suggest, .~ Lynch, that if there is a clearance in 

tb*s matter, that ~he e aho ld be me renewa of he re-

lations ip ~h1Ch re ously ex:ste . 

If th s s just a mea s of clearin t e re ord for the 

sake of th e a' s min strat10 , I an not ~nte es ed j 

partie! sting in th: th ng It a was e of my ti e and 

a l.'J'aste of Doct · r erne t s t ... me , r we are J at go_ 

mot 0 s for t at urpos. 

through 

Doctor erne esently receives no compensa ion from the 

eterans Ad ~nl- h at1 n He has 0 job wich them. u i f 

he is not goin., to r c _we any ob-; r h i ot going to e .... 

eel e cons de atio for ut re j os, trlhat are ·le doi~ th s 

for? 

But I ha ·e seen just that ort of a B tua io ar sa, and 

as I say, it ':8 a mat r f c ne rn to ·me . nd o other..; r -
tess onal peop e. 

about it. 

e ple at . i e*,sities a , e consulted e 

Spe ific l~y, I resented me 1 man do~!n in os 'ogele 

t'l1ho came to rla.sh! 19 0 DoC , a wap represented by 0 Car-

iner -there . I d ot now wh t r you lTere in n tha 1 ",er .. 

vie or not .. 

,m I ot cal it. 1 0.0 not t~ , ~ !( I was. 

!JIR E I·,. Bu" .~ av r eceived a. number of c mp aint 

to the e f ct th t once h s inte 1ew :LS eld and the pe on 
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1s c eared, that ends it. 

Now it does not end as far as I am concerned and I want 

the record to reflec' y concern . 

I have no 

I participated 

_ is interview is s ething at 

u oed Dr~ Berne to pa tic' ate n 

because ~e ,ere qu te 14 l~ng to fur i a y 1nformacion to 

the Veterans dm n s t a tion """ha t ou d claL' fy v~· s ma'c ter 

for them. 

I have a way held "he Vl.eltl t at t s ~s one of the most 

tenuous cases that ! had ever b en in cont ct \'lith, and T have 

handled hundreds, lit l-'ally, _ undreds of oyalty'-nd security 

cases since 1947. 

I, myself, feel that ther as een a sl~p p here, a 

slip-up that occur in any agency, in any 0 fi.ce. I think 

this 1s a case that should n t have res Ited in charges. It 

co ld ha e oeen disposed any char es. It could' 

have been d~sp s d of on t e basis of w_itt n de ogatori s 

and a reply. 

I thin it is lnfortunate ~h t so much of my money as 

a taxpa~e as g ne into t is pa ticu ar case. I reg_et it. 

On the oth r hand, _ app eciate that ex ror's , ~ can ,be made . 

in any admin stratl,re age cy, an I s_nee ely, trust that the 

errors that h ~e bee th case ·wil~ be rectified 

1; l.lJho t further '-hw=:,l ·:~,to • Berne. Tank you very uch. 

DR. B ~,RNE: y I . ke a ina statement? 
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MR. LYNCH. I would like to say a word there. Just old 

it, will you? 

Mr. Besi , I can fully appreciate the orce of ~ at y u 

ad in stra'civ say_ While ~ am not wholly conve sant wit 

actions follow1ng Inte iews of this kind, y impression 8 

that by no eans, does it fol1o~ _0 tine y, that ne who ay 

obtain a clearance olio in an nter ie of this k. d 's 

not ret rned to hi . d 'y 

can assu~e you, and 

he Adm1nis' at B keenly 

.' ut 

peak 

i e to t e ontrary, and I 

or t e Admin~strator, ha 

to any 2njus ·ces to any of 

his employees. nd! can ssure you that e would not, know-

ingly ~ permit any _ a, ot1 wherein the Vetera s Administra ~ion 

took a proced re of th s kind 0 clo e out the ease and then 

forgot abou the man 

And I shall pro .tlise you n w, that 111 b. j.ng this 

particular 01 t to ~hich ou now efer, to the personal at­

tention of the min.st at ; for I el that e woul nt me 

to do that~ knowing s I do~ h w much concerned e is W' h the 

human welfaI e of these e p oyees - hu an· e.1e .~ :.tit of these 

security proceed ngs~ 

MR·o BESIG: I a p ecia te th se as urances, Lynch 

~mo LYNCH: Dr. Be n ,did ou ave somethin you tV'an~·ed 

.to say? 

1 t at ~ a a esu t of 

h s n'e 1et, I a not clear , r intend to de and a full 
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If as a result f t I em cleared, I wan to be cleared 

in all files, ot 0 y Veterans Adminiscrat on, but in what 

ever 

eter os Mdministrat on, nfortunate_, 

cannot do any n but and-.e .ts own r _les '" 

L NCH You a e co e t ~n that w Besig 

B t can say t at a YlJSY; t _at I ex t to DR. BE 

be cleared in 1 r ~es nOb 0 ly teeter ns A in strat 0 

For over t ~r e y ars .1 fol owed my ord .rs in t e Army 

which, to ne, was dO"'ng part to protect t e American Co -

st1tutlon. A r "1 nt roug J,1hat 0 le 0 t . rough in order 

to 1 ·ve heir ordinary 1ves a d go into teAr 

And so I ex eat h t in ret n I would b treated like 

anybod else under t Cons it ,'on. 

MR LYN H: Thank you Dr Berne. I apPIJ eo1a e ~e 

much your a tendance here a ~d the ery manlfes't a::l.nc ·1ty in 

your replies to OUI uestio s~ 

And I thank you Bes! , for yoU! ent~usiasm .nd for 

your able repreaentat!o s. 

MHo BESIO· y I ay that I am graceful to yo ... Itt'. 

Lynch, for the c urteo\:.s teat _ nt wh:tch e hay rece ed 

here" You are 

1,stratlon. 

cu -e s ntle an repres ntins he d 1J.ln- . 

DR BE~NE· I a cond h t. 
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f e in erview is ow cloaed . 

. ( 'ereupon, a 2.00 o'clock' .m~~ ~he n~e v~ 1 ~n ~he 

above-entitled mat e was C osed . 

Eric Lennard Berne 

Subacribed and norn to betore me this day of , 1955, 
at San Pranciaco, california. I hereby certuy that the :t.:..r.ead_the 
above tran.cript conaiat1ng of 66 page. prior to att1x1ng his signatur 
thereto. 
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Correotions to tr n orlpt of h rins before ~te ' na dr.llnl tratlon 

of ~ !o y!nnard Ber%!! , t 49 Fa th ~>'reet. C1 Xl F nci co, 

~ovmber 2, 195 ~ in oonneotionith o tl )rd r 104 O. con uoted 

by Geors n . Lynoh, ssistant As 001 ' t G IIBnrl C<)un 1, ., . 
The ~l.lo ing rrors ocour in t 1 transoript. Oth r error nd 

omiss,ione y occur. but t h ' rollo ' ng are note at this t!me: 

.P Be 12. ; lit 1c 1 ................. .....-. ........ ,;;o.1o ... n .. of t" n Frano1 co P ohOftnalyt l 0· 

I6Ohould t C11nlQ 1 11 oolnt.e Of I n r 01 co Johomlytlo" 

Page 31,. " oond p ragr ph fro bottom. "most re utable 01 via periodio le" 

,hould solen lt10 periodioals." 

"apprehension orh 0 vane or 8 sne, lnt nts th ult1 ' t8" 

should fJau " ap hon on tha t th - dv nee ot splenoe, andheno 

th ultimat ," 

ot first peach. "wh h r t h 1'8 ar an n mes " should 

ad H he .ber t here.....!:!. any .ot.hGt n es" t 

Pag 44. ' t lin • "on ' is old frio nd _.. 3 oul r ad "on th e 

ol d triends. tt 
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