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I, Sumary of Poat-War Programs
(1) Organization - Changes to leet Post-War Conditions
(a) County USDA Couneil

The County USDA Counoil held only two meetings during the year, While
the USDA Couneil has had no specific duties assipgned to 1%, and for that reason seems
%o be a rather aimlesa organization, I believe it has been helpful in maintaining a
good spirit of cooperation among the various loeal branshes of the United States De~

partnent of Agriculture,.
(2) Program Adjustments to Meet Post-Wer Conditions
(2) Agricultural Extension Plamning Conference

Many of the recomendations of the Agricultural Extension Plaming Ca-
forence held in 1946 were followed in drawing up the program of our office for the
yoar 1947, It will be recalled that this Program Plamming Conferense recommended
the addition of en Assistant Home Demonstration Agent and enothor Assistant County
Agent to our staff end these two recomendetions were fulfilled during the year.
In addition, another Assistent Farm Advisor, who is to be primarily a specialist
on sodls, fertilizers, irrigation and drainage, was added to the staff esrly in
m'm.

(b) Test Plots « Pield Experiments

As a ocontinuance of the poste-war long-time Extension program in Merced

County, there continues %o be an increased emphasis in test plots and field experis
montse In alfalfa production especially has thore been a marked inerease. A total
of fifty-two ficld Yests were esteblished or continued during the yesr on verious
phases of the alfalfa Dxbtension programe These plote included twenty-throe tosts
on disenso-rosictent Hilmey strain of alfalfe, teots of row planting of ale
falfe for seed production, cleven tests of control of weeds in young and old stands,
ten alfalfe fertilizer plots, one elfalfa variety trial, throe tests of
WWWW&H&W&&M,MMMWMM@&M&I&M Other

lds of activity were also represented in enm inereased mmber of test plots and
field experiments,

(¢) Pood Produstion

The need for contimued meximm food production wes stressed by the Agrie
cultural Extonsion Service staff at all opportwnities and we foumd the radio per=
ticularly helpful as & medium alomg these lines,

(4) FParn Labor

"The Parn Labor situation was much easier in 1947 than it was in 1946 and
as a result, we discontinued the Livingston 0ffice. This left only ome Farm labor
Office in the county and that was located in Merced, With & seasoned Farm labor
staff ond only ome office to supervise, the Farm Labor project took very little time
of the Extension Agent?s, end also, we believe that its waretime usefulness has prao-
tically disappeared. We therefore weloome the discontinuence of the Farm Labor pro-
gram under Exbension supervicion.




(g) Pire Protection

Gradually, our responsibility in commection with the emergency farm fire

. protection program has beon transfered to the County Fire Department, wntil in 1947

we feel that this projeot can be disoontinued in our files.

II, Program of Work -« Methods Employed and Resulis Achieved
(1) Factors Determining Progrem
mmmmmmnmmmawpm on the recommensw

hﬂmo@hly&mlhulhﬁmim?nw?lmﬁngcmtmwulm. The
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arop production by the use of fortilizers end, therefore, many of owr now best plots
mm&ummmlgummmmmemwwmmm
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stration Agent, who is speclalizing in 4eH Club work, has been very successful in
inereasing the mupder of girls' 4-H Clubs, as weoll as tho enrollmont in this phase
wwxm«am

(2) Project Activities and Results
(a) In Development of Extension Orgamizetion During the Year
(al) Developnent of Commmmity Program of Work

The County Parm Bureau has been the farm organization with which
owr office has cooperated closely along agricultural educatiomal linos for a period
of over 30 yours. Although the Parm Bureau has now had a fulletime Field Secerotary
mmm.wnwwmuummmwmwm
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During the year representatives of the Extemsion Service 0ffice
mmmmwmuummumm«ummmmumg
attondance of 3,764,

(a2) Dovelopment of Demonstrations
There has been a oconsiderable inorease in the muiber of rosult
denonstrations carried on in various fields of activity. This total has inoreased
from 167 in 1046 to 192 in 1947. Of the total 99 method demonstrations that were
held, 84 were given by the Home Demomstration Agent and the balance by the agricul-
tural agents.
(a3) Development of Project Leadors

(a8«2) 4-1 Clubs



(a3«2=1) Cormmmity Club Leaders

During 1947, eight of tho thirtyenine 4-H Clubs
wore of the commmity type with eighteen leaders partieipating, The commmity type
adwummmmmmtm. Leaders in more commmities
are reco the fact that younger, as well as older, boys and girls like to mix
and work together. These eight clubs were among the nost eotive sxnd received fine
cooperation and recognitdion from the parents and commmitios as & wholes

(a4) Development of Reoreation and Other Social Aetivitios
(ad-l) 4=H Club Encempments, Hikes, Plays, oboce

The leaders plammed and hold a highly successful ammual «
Sumer Camp in Camp ieorrumeemumm-k.mwun. The first session,
June 12 to 185, mMﬂMWMMMWGMw&M
nmzwbmmm The second session, June 15 to 18, was composed of High
School members from the enbire countys The last session, Jume 18 to 21, was com
posed of the Central and Bastside Council areas of Greumar School aged memberse The
following tabulation gives the attendance of esch sessions

e S Maw s

1st Session 59 69 16 13¢
2nd Session 63 80 18 121

e

The boys and glrls atbending, totaling 369, represented

68 poroent of the total olub enrollments,

lire Orbie Sullivan, Ficld Secretary for the Herced County
mmmamummwm a commendable jobe The Carp Hurse was
MW‘&WWOM‘WM%M The Chief Cook was again Mrs.
Bethor Falke of Hiluar,’ WMMMM.R’&WWMMM““
irse Ray Hell of Demair, formerly of Hilmar, The meals were well
oxcellont quelitye memptmm&mpxummam. me
solved its own trensportation problem.

: ; wﬁunmmwmmuwmmm
mﬂ’mﬁ s fire fighting demonstretions and & nightly Canpfiré program

by nembers thauselvess Tho Park rangers and matwealists cooperated by
giving interesting and instruotive talls at the Compfire programs.

e Woodbridge Motealf, who was atbending o forostry meoldng
m!mcd&e'vuleyatmﬁm,dmppedmmdnyamudmmutm

The leaders fell the Canp was particulerly successful and
expressod the opinion that this event is the moat important of the year in promoting
elub work throughout the county.

(aB) County and Comumity Peirs

Thore are now two counbty fairs held in Merced County. The Merced
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County Spring Fair end Livestock Show is held in oconjunmetion with oldBom'y
Miller iy Day e¢clobration at Los Banos, while the Merced County in the Fall
and the

is hold et the feirgrounds in lerced,

4=I Clid work was well represcnted at both of fairs and
boys and girls who have livestock projocts showed many exeellent animals at these
"uht

E

:

(b) In Soil Mamagement
(b2) Irrigation
(b2-2) Irrigation Orgudszations

The 1947 Lrrigation soason was one of the most oritical in
years in lerced County, This was bocause of the 1light snow pack on the water
wmmmwwnmmmmzmvm«wumn

peroant of nommal, Because of the vory evident serious situation, the Moreed Irrie
mMMtummmmmmmemmmwh

tallks . In these mh the eritical nw s&ﬁnﬁm wos olohrly outlined and
cooperation of all irrigators in water comservetion measures was urgeds VWhile at
boglnning of the season it was thought that the waber might be out of the canals
the first of Sepbember, if not earlier, the cooperation obiained from all farmers
mmmmmﬂmsmmmmmxumm How much offeot owr
radio program had in solving this problem, of cowrse, is hard to cstimate, but owr
offorts were epprecisted by the Irrigetion District Management,

(b4) Soll Evosion
(b4~1) Erosion Control Demonstrations
(bd~1-2) Soil Conservation Districts end Assoelations

. There is ome Soil Conservation Distriet in Merced
County and that is lmown as the Los Banos Soil Comservation Distriet. Its total

is about 23,000 acres acres, of which only about 8,000 or 4,000 sores is good land,
land that can best be sulted for mun clubs or renge land, the production
atuhid:mbo!wlmdbycm We havo worked eooperatively with the Soil Cone
serwation Serviee represemted in that ares, making sugpestions es to the nmost effecw
tive means for wtilizing this land,

‘5
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Ho tests have boen made of new varieties for planting as the stan-
dards wore gained from past yoars' work on cover oropse



(b7) Commercial Fertilizers
(b7=1) On Field Crops

1647 a series of ton alfalfa fertilizer trials were
ostablished in widely separated perts of the county to determine phosphorous ro-
sponses, sulfur responses, and to gol some informetion on & comparatively new fer-
t114zing material lnown as Thermophose Yield date was gathored on soven of those
plots end the results of five of thsse ere givon belows Ome of the plots on the
Livingston River road failed to glve a resgonse at all, indicating that sufficlent

ws was avellable in thet soil for razismmm plant growths On a plot in the
8neol area incomplote yield date was gathered, which indiceted a phosphorous and
a sulfur rosponsos Tho data from these two plots are not being listeds The three
plots that were not harvested were cbserved from time %o time dwring the growing
seascn and a phosphorous responge wes uite ovidemt from an cbservatica stendyolnte
Yields wore mobt btaken boouuse of poor stands, lrregular irrvigation, or some other
factor which would have ocontribubted to incowplete yleld datae

In all of these plots no atbagpt wis wade to harvest the

first outting because in some cases the fertilizing materials were gpplied late in
the senson and probably noc response could be detected by first cutiing tives

Lglm,w Ares

8oil Type == loavy
Pertiliser Applied == Januery 6, 1947
Haterials used 513510&*?63'9@% 400 pownds per acre

7/A5/417 19766 4941 21966 5491 16382 4083
8/26/47 18200 4850 17600 4400 17800 4450
10/14/47 11080 2770 2590 2385 10040 2660
TOTAL 16370 16135 14443

e B e T e S

fertilized plot are significmnd, A not goin of approxinmabely 1700 pounds of dry
hay was cbbained from the applicabtion of fertilisors on this partioular plote

#Dry wolght yield figures are caloulated and used for case in inberpretations

-G




Blmar Aren

Soil Type == Sandy loeam
First Yoar Stand ~- Alfalfa
Pertilizer Applied -- February 26, 1947

Materials wused 8ingle Superphosphate 200 pounds per acre
and Thermophos 200 pounds per acre
Rate of Application ~= Treble Superphosphate 100 pounds per acre
Per Acre Yield in Pounds - Groen Weight and Dry Weipghts
Harvest Troble

Date Thermophos Superphosphate Superphosphate Chock

5185
2850
10/13/a7 6230 1560 6470 _1618 6430 1608 SO0 _1270
TOTALS 9911 10310 10593 8288

: rys TYield differences botween the three fertiliser materials used are not
s cante Yiold differences between the fertiliszer plots and the check or none

fertilized plot are significant, A net gain of approximately 1700 pounds of dry

hay was obtained from the appliscation of fertilizers on this particuler plots

% Dry woight yleld figures are caloulatod and used for ease in interprebation.
Livingston Area

Soil Type - Sandy loam

First Yoar Stend ~- Alfalfa

Fertilizer Applied - Januery 10, 1947

)hw“l Uszed == Bingle Wm sphate 400 pounds por acre

Rate of Application ~- Thermophos 400 pounds por acre

mmnmgmm-mmmmmmim

8/7/a7 9800 2450 9480 2345 8060 2015
9/80/47 6130 2033 7560 1890 5290 1328
TOTALS 6576 6452 ___ b36o




% Yield differences botween theo fertilizer materials used are nol signifie-
s JTield differences betweoen the fertilizer plots and the cheok or non-fortilized

plot are significant.s A net gain of approximately 1100 pounds of dry hay was ob=
tained from the epplication of fertilizers in this particular plot.
% Dry weight yield figures are caloulatod and used for ease in inberpretations

Custine Aroe

Soil Type «= Hoavy
Pirst Year Stand - Alfalfa s
Fertilizer Applied -« January 106, 1947

Materials Used -= Single Superphosphate 400 pounds per aore
end —— and
Rate of Application =« Thermophos 400 pounds per acre

wmmldmm~mmmtmmm%

10/24/47 9220 2306 9900 2475 7960 1990

TOTALS 14787 15167 13312

%ﬂ Yield differences between the fertilizer materinls used are not signie
ente YTield differonces between the fertilizer plots and tho choek or non-ford «
lized plot are significant, A net gain of approximabtely 1500 pounds of dry hay was
obtained from the application of fertilizers on this partiocular plot.

* Dry wolght yleold figuros are caloulated and used for ocase in interpretation.

Soil Type == Sandy loam

Third Yeor Stand - Alfelfa ;

Fortilizer Appliod =~ Fobruary 25, 1947

¥atoriels Used - Bingle Superphosphate
and w=e Thermophos

Rate of Application w= Treble Suporphosphate

558
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B/16/47 15120 S780 15600 8920 14320 5680 14260 5552 13340 3335
CAT/4T 16940 4270 17940 4485 10500 4125 16340 4085 16100 4028
7/22/4t 13586 3398 13425 2 $358 12065 5216 13270 3318 12420 5108
8/27/47 14100 3825 14220 3656 14060 3515 12800  $200 10400 2600
9/7/47 10280 2560 8910 2230 9250 2508 10200 2550 8740 2185

7048 G 16706 16250

These two plots were wunder a
diflerent irrigation sob-up,
thorefore carmot Do come
pared with plotse

muarys Yield differences between plots fertilized with Thermophos and Single

superpiiosphate are not significant, Yield differences botween the fertilized plots
and the check or mon-fertilized plots are significante A net gain of approximately

. 800 pounds of dry hay was obtained from the application of fertilizers on this
particular plot,

* Dry welght yleld figwres are caloulated and used for case in interpretations
(b7-2) Om Pruits and Vines

Somo observation plots were put out using phosphate on
peaches to determine the effect on quality. There were no significant resulis from
this one yearts tests Pobtash was wsed in sevoral orchards to doteormine if the trees
would absord more potash. Leaf analysis showed there was some small inereaso, but
it had no effoct on size or qualitys.

Hitrogen is still the most nocessary and widely used fer-
t1lizer in orchards and vineyards.

(b12) Grop Rotatdon exnd Swmmer Fallow

A long Yerm rotation experiment is under way to determine the
effects of mumuwal eropping, swmer fallow, stubble-mulch, and fertilizers on grain
yvieldss It will be anothor year before wo have any informatiom other than & ree
sponge to phosphorous which we obtained this year on the fertilized plots,

(e) In Crop Production
. (el) Pield Crops




(el=1) Cereals
(ol=le2) Barley

Two barley veriety plots were harvested, bub one
had been damaged by livestocks The two outsbanding varieties in lereod County were
Arivat and California lariout.

(elel=3) Oants
An oat variety plot was sot out but damagoed so as

(el=8) Corn

| Two of the most promising hybrid corns wore grown in several
plots located on different soll types, The differcnces woro small, but the variety
Carlson 83 proved superior from a quality, or weight of grein basis, Resulis from
ww«w-mm:w.mmmﬁ&nzwmmwm

(el=B) Forage Crops
(el=b=1) Alfalfa

During the 1947 season an alfalfa variety plot that
wmd b scored by observation dwring the first and second years, was harvested and
m&;wmwmnmuumm The following yleld data was ob=
taineds

£
i

Yield Per Acre - Goleulated Dry Weight
2nd 3rd Ath 5th

Local 4300 3463 3360 2425 13583
Local 4035 3243 3416 2396 13090
Africe 3785 2986 8160 2267 12127
Moeker Beltde 5650 5124 3300 1703 11777
Ladak 3785 3448 5050 1318 11601
Galif, Common 3236 2678 2950 2208 11071
Ranger 5285 s182 2783 1690 10640
Grimm 3265 2838 2766 1656 10626

From o hay quality standpoint, India alfelfa falls
down rather badly., On all ocublings it was quite stomy with most of the leaves on
the upper parts of the sbems For this reeson it probably would not find a wide
acceptance anong growers even though ylelds were hi Yiold data the next fow
the bility of these variotics. The
Youngborg and Danbom streins from Hilnar,
falfa has a rather high degree of resistance to
basterial wilt, It was interesting to observe that these local strains proved %o be

high ylelders this year.




Several growers in the Hilmar arce have beoome ine
terestod in produeing alfalfa seed partly beecause & good demand for this strain of
seed existe and becauso they would like to produce sced as a part of their rotation

' aschedule, mmtmmmammuammmmmumm
because o stand would have to thin out before seed oould be produced, which fre-
ix or soven years for a satisfactory seed crops As the stands

this areas Accordingly, three plots were established in the Hilmar sectlon in throe-

foot rows to see if by thinmning out the stand to begin with, seed could be produced

oar m*ﬂ:‘w‘omrw:m. The plots were estoblished in late February and the
te te are:

Bacterial wilt continues to be a major facto

@ hortoning the 1ife of slfalfa stands in the county, During the last fow yoars

strain of alfalfe produced in the Hilmer section of the counbty has been observed,

which seens to hawve a rather high degree of resistance to bactorial wilts

of this alfelfa in o moder of lustances has prodused commerciel crops of hay for
c&xwmmmmmmnmmaaﬁoutmumwtm

YORrS o This strain of alfalfa was brought into the Hilmer section nearly foriy years

« Axel Youngborg and planted on his rench and an adjoining rench owmed by

« Danbor, This strein of alfulfe hes booome lmown locelly as & high ylelder

e |
p

§
&
®
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@

Because the information at hand regarding this ale
folfa seamed to warrant further investigation, it was decided %o imitiate a bes

:

this slfelfe proves to be & high yiclder as it is lmown %o be in the Hilmer ares,
this will fwrther incresse ite value.

This year another series of btest plote will be planted
go that we will have in the neighborhood of £iftywplots in all sections of the county,
MMMauMmlmwMumﬂwmmntyotﬁltwﬂ




alfalfas The plots are being made large enough so that if this strain is showing
that it will lest longer than the normally soeded Commen Chilean, farmers will be
inelined to leave the Hilmar strain in so that we can gel inforvation as to just
how long it will produce commeroial hays

(cl=8) Cotton
/ (ol=6-2) Cotbon elassing and Market Yews Services

The cotton clagssing end market news service pro=
vided for Ly the Smith-Doxey Act was extended for amother year, All forms were pre=
pared hare end sipgoatures of officers of the local assoclation obtained.

(01l=8) Vegetableo Growing

Throe trials were oonducted on the effect of hormone sprays
on tometoess The mabterial was eapplied at strengths of 26 PPy, 50 P.Puli,, and
100 P.Pelis Tho orown oluster spray was epplied om April 17, 137, The temporature
was 72° with & moderate northwest wind, Application was made by the use of a small
hand (f1y sprayer) hitting only the clusterse The first flowers were opamed
and o of the cluster showed colore The geémeral sprey was applied April 30, 1947.
The tempersture was 86° with slight varilsble broezee Approximately 30 plants were
sprayed in each plot with the various dosages desoribed cboves The following table

gives the results obtained from these trialss
Cresecl Plot = Crowm Sot
WEe of {ivs VWie of §0%s

Dosage Nos btomatoes TNos 1%s  JNoe 2's in 1boe in lbs,

28 PaPells 18 7 11 3 3

BO PoPoM, 26 11 16 e§
100 P,PyM, 49 . 23 26 1 15
Cheelk 1 2 1 1 2 1/8
Chock 2 8 0 8 0 2%

Genoral Set

25 PuPol, 5 3 2 3 %

BO PyP,M, 4 1 3 4 3/
100 PPN, 5 0 B 11/
Cheol: 10 0 10 0 4

¢ Plot = Crowm Set

25 PyPolly 4 4 0 1-3/4 0

B0 PyPulis 8 2 6 1/2 3/4
100 PyPalis 23 10 15 4 51
Check 1 0 0 0 0 0
Cheelk 2 0 0 0 0 0

Genoral Set
25 PP, 9 5 4 2 1-1/4
50 PuPolle

100 P.R.M none o harvest




Thore were no rocords of the plot at Bortinas as there was too much

(monkoy faces)e HNre Bortine pulled all the tomatoes of tho orown end first gemeral

(ol«8~1) Home Gerden 4-il Projocts
Ydlwinginunparbof&hmjm;

m—?ﬁ-ww g o
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in above
(0le8) Small Fruit Growing
(6l~9=1) Barry 4-H Projects
Following 4s e report of this projecty
No, acros Ve , ts Profi

(01=10) Sweet Potatoes

Several sweet pobato studies have boen carried on this yoar,

Hoat curing or healing has been offective in increasing the safe period of storage.
One large grower iz wsing this heat trectmont on his entire crop this yoers The
‘ practice will rosult in a longer merkoting period for sweet potetoes, and a more’
stable prico. mmmmummmmmawmtmm-.

and two projects wore wunderwmy this year to find methods of controls Diseaso-free
seed potaboes produced from stem cubtings iz one mothod wnder observatiofni. This

geoms to be a practical way %o clean wp owr seod supplys Also this year, tosts wore
mum”ummwwmmtammmmmammm

mmmwmmamm Although tests were of an exploratory na=
ture, there is little evidence of the walue of the troatment. In faet, it appoars
that cutting potatoes for seed is a poor practice.
(0l=11) Potatoes (white)
(el=llel) Potato 4«H Projects
Pollowing is = report of this project:

Val Costs

udm. Atlas berley, Ranmona 44, and White Pederation 38 wheats, One field of
Mammmmumwm because of weeds. A llerced County
. grower has beon allotbed foundabtion geed the new Atlas 46 for increase next years




(63) Orchard and Vineyard Crops
‘ (e3~1) Orchard Planting (Pollination)

Several plantings of almends have boon made in whi
two varicties have been planted, One planting is Jordancla and NePlus with
belng in the ratio of § to 2 NoPlus, Anothor planting was made wsing Texas and Peer-
lesss These plentings will bo observed as there is a dosire by growers %o plant omly
gwcﬁu'umMthmbwwmeMymmotmforpo .

othor,

E

(e3-2) Goneral Orchard Manapremond

Teste wore condusted to sontrol lime induced Chlorosis on

Iron sulphate at the rate of 4 pounds per 100 gallons of wator was applied

the early part of Julys A second application of the same concentration wes

applioed 10 deys laters There was only a pin point groening on the leaves of the
treoss Thore was no overe-all pgreeming or reduction of Chlorosis,

In the fell, iron compounds were placed in the orown of the
troes to determine the value of this method of overcoming lime indused chlorosis,
This method wms used on tow peach orchards in the countys Tho materials used wores
(1) Irom sulphate, (2 ) Tron oxalate and (3) Iron citrats, Orownd applicaticons of
iron sulphate wore made 4o treog in one orchard in tho swmer times No results have
been observed from the applications,

(o3~2«3) Frost Protection

. Froot proteoction was discussed with growers of
almonds, Smuadge pots are wsod as orchard heating equipments, There are only a few
wind machines in the ocounty. The past season was & very light frost yoar. No demmpge
ooourred to orops from froct and it was necessary to protect the erops from frost on
two oconsions,

Frost wernings were again supplied to growers by
redio through the cooperstien of the United States Weathor BDurcau having a fore=
caster stationed in the distriot dwring the spring months,

(cB=3) Orchard Pruming

Demens tration meetings were held with growers to demonstrate
the best mothods of pruning bearing and nonebearing wreess In meny almond oréhards
the trees have become crowded with large limbs that eut dowm the bearing arcae
Methods were shown whoaroby a longetime thimming out of these limbs would be of hene-
fit and not inorease sucker growth exoessively. Iany poople have purchesed orchards
whe are now to orchard mansgement, These poople called for and received advisce on
methods of pruming,

(c3«3~1) Thimming

Teats were conducted on the efficicncy of polyethlens
polysulfide chemical as a fruit thimer on poaches, The material was applied when
the Jackets had formed on the fruits, lNo results were obiained from this material,

. The fruit set was not reduced,




mumm&mmmmwm‘pt
of tests were shown at meetings. The practice of pole thinning has wide
on among the peach growers of this county.

(c8=4) Vineyerd Planting

Grape plenting comtinued at a fairly high rate during the
past season, liany growers have discarded planting rooted vines. The method used
ummmmmmmmxummmmmwam
of one or two o Waber is then twrmed into the furrow for sebttling. The ground
is lept moist through froquent irrigetions, Under this mothod excellent stends are
Wine verioty grapes were planted in e larger volume than table or raisin

/

(e8«6) Vine Pruming

Denonstrations were held showing methods of pruning the
different grape varieties as woll as the methods of treining now plantings.

(o4) Pest, Inseet, end Disease Control
(e4~2) Disease Control

Oak root fungus (armillaria) hes been found in several lo-
calities in the ecountys Ome plot was established in cooperation with a grower o
deternine the effoctiveness of soil treatments by the use of a weed pun injectors
The area affected followed a filled-in drain diteh. This seems to be the greatest

The copper sprays are still recommended for control of blight
and birown rot of stone frults, Zine sulphate added to the fall spray at the rate
of 16,20 pounds per 100 galloms of spray solution will glve good ecomtrol of little
leaf or zine deflcieney.

The use of zine sulfate during the dormant season on apri-
Banos ares had no offect on little leaf controls As high as 25 pounds
gallons of waber was useds Zine glasier points were put into limbs on the
no results, Last year Dr, Chandler suggested spraying with zine sulphate
loaves dropped. This vas tried using 6 pounds of zine sulphate in 100
water, The respomse on the #ix sprayed troes was remarimble, This work
oxpanded in the Los Banos areca.

(04=3) Insect Combrol

One of the factors eontributing to low elfalfa seed ylelds
in the ocounty has been demage to blossoming plants and immature seed by the lygus
buge This damage was quite ovident from the mmber of blasted plants and the kigh
percentage of shrunken of{ colored seeds producod.

During this past yeer wo have worked rather closely with a
group of interested growers in trying to find a satisfactory solution to the lygus
bug problems Demonstrations were held on determining lygus bug populations, timing
dusting operation and methods of applying insecticides for lygus bug comtrols It

. was necessary to sweep & large mmber of fields for growers because they were not

BEIRd
§dagy
sfFg g

§

:




to0 familior with the sweeping btechnique. However, this next year
should be able to use a net in a satisfactory manner and can make
population cownts,

3
!
{

In all flelds that were dusted for lygus bug control, the
material used was DDT (5%) applied at the rate of 26 pounds per acre dus
was done before 6 a.me There was no apperent damage to beess

yields, lNany dusted fields ylelded 2 to § times
before when no dusting wes dome, Generally, all fields dusted werc dusted when the
lygus bug population roached § or more adults and mymphse The

dusting was genmerally en early bloom stages In practically all cases only one appli-
oation of dust was used for the seasan,

pubes

Tests wore conducted to find a conbrol for the grape or

|

In cooperation with Mr, Dwight Barnes of the Bureau of
mology and Plen® Quarentine, USDA, statiomed at Frosno, the following materials were
tosted as dusts:

le 57 Fermate (ferric dimethyl dithiocarbamate) and 96% dusting sulfur,

2¢ Of mined isomers of Benzene hezachloride and 95% Thiomabte, This dust
conbained about 0,57 garma isomere

Be 04705 gorma isomer, 507 dusting sulfur and the othor isomers of benzene
hexachloride and filler.

4. 1% rotenone dust with wilmown fillers This dust has been commonly used
for hoplia control.

| These materials were tested on two different Thompson seed-
less vineyards where the population of hoplia was highe Tho population within each
sot of plots appeared to be rather wniform when they were treated.

In the 10 days following dusting examinations were made of
each plots The effectivenses of the treatments was measured by striking the wire
] and recording the mmber of beetles which fell from the vines. This mothod
pro cleared the vines of beetles at each examination, The mumber found per
vine are recorded in the following table.

@ ‘ »
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v hInT )

Plot 19 4 21 28
- Oe e & sulfur 1.3 03 0.0 0.0
4 1% robtenone 7.0 2,0 - 1a7
3 Control | 10,0 4.7 2.1 1.7




Vinoyerd j2

4 of beetles vine in plots 1 %o 10 ‘bor treatmen 18
Plet e trontoont April 19 Aprdl 21 April 23 April 28
4 0. T84 & 504 sulfwr 0.8 04,0 0.0

3 Thiomate 19 & mixed isomors

of benzene hexachloride 1/ 1.3 1.5 040
2 THorate 19 740 83 C.0
1 Control 16.0 1440 1.3

1/ Contained about 0,57 gamme isomer

Flower and gress thrips cous
noctarine scaring the embryo frult while still in the jackets Scarred fruits
are not table for shippings In %o test the efficiency of a 1% DDT spray
a8 a control several tests wore mades The gprey wes
bloom and a second spray appliod at petal fall. The resul

%
:

The grepe bud nmite has become

Fo effective control has been worked outs In cocoperation with Dre B. M. Stafford

of the Division of Entemology, University of California, testing of seversl umtried

zgummm od oub this fell before the frosts, The mateorials used are as
ows 3

[
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899 & Vatgol K Eorogsene 4 robenons & blood albuwain
3422 C=-342
3422 4 899 & Xorosene

Although cownts have not been comploted as yel, the results
so far are rather disappointing.

 The 0,75% gamma isomor 50 % dusting sulfwr appears to be
the answer to hoplia combtrole Before the ond of the season bonsene hexachloride
wag being sold as the "sure cure". :

The oriental fruit moth had been found in the county in 1946,
In order %o check the efficiency of the combrol methods used, the Division of Embow
nol wder the direction of Frank Sumers set up 2 program to weap these moths,
Trapping was started on June 15, 1947 and continued wntil July 2, 1947, A string
60 traps was ostablished in the ares in which tho moth was found in 1046, These
traps were visited evedy other day, strained for moths, rofilled and replaced im the
trees A record of porformance was kept on each trap. Any suspleious moth was gent
to the Orientel Pruit Moth laboras for identification. No oriontal fruit moths
were taken from this trapping operations

(0d4=4) Viced Control

The wse of oil for thoe control woeds in orchards and vinee
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Sulfur was added to the oil bubt this proved of 1ittle value as a woeed killer,
practice of controlling weeds thwrough spraying is becoming widely adopted in

countye

During the year a mmber of test plots were established using
selective horbicides and comtact herbicides to try to control a mwber of differaat
woeds in alfalfas The following are some of the results from these plots:

Controlling Winbter Weeds in 01d Alfelfa Stands

™wo plots were establishod %o attempt control of amnual broad-
loal weods and foxtail, ryegrass and other grasses in the stand, Materials wsed con-
gisted of a nixture of diesel oil, water and Dow General or Sinox Genaral in the
reummms nmuou - 30 %o 60 gallons, Dow General - 1 quard, Wabtere

Results werqs Droadleaf weeds arc controlled easily with
of oils Orasses are killed out of a stand in greater amounis eas
the percentage of cil is increased, The materials needed per acre depend on the
of the stend of woeds and alfelfa. Large weeds in most instances
were burned back. Growth of alfalfa on sprayed areas was
Just as good, if not better, them in arcas not sprayed., Timing appears to be an
important factor in getiing successful ocontrol in that the smaller the weeds are the
more easily they are controlled,

Controlling Swmer Weeds in 01d Alfalfa Stands

Vieeds are costing alfalfe growers momey. Yoarly losses from
woeds may amount to $80 or more per asre in reduced quality end quantity of elfalfa
produced, in inoreased oporation costs, and in demage o stands, I% has
m«wmmmamuxmmwcmwmm
$2,000,000, The use of chemieal sprays appears to offer a practical means of minie
mizing these lossesn.

It
&
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w mg: Plot

© Materdals Used: Diesel oil, mw, Dow General, Sinox
M, Dow Selective, sulphur, a detorgent,

Resultes to dates It appears that 1t is going to be possible
to eontrol and eradicate sandburs in alfelfe stands without damage to the alfalfa
gtand and without loss of hay yleld.

Most effective materialss Diesel oil (30 to 40 gallons)
plus one quart of Dow Gemeral in 80 galloms of watores This smount applied to one
acre immodiately after the cutting, just before the sendbwrs @ to seed gives offec-
tive controls The mumber of times this raterial will have to be applied will vary
ﬁﬂ{wmwmwmﬁam Badly infested arocas may require threoe
applicationse.

Diesel oil (40 gallons) plus 4 pounds of sulfir plus a detere
gont in 80 gellona of vmbter shows promise of doing an effective job, If this proves
s 1% will cut material costs about in half, Further investigational work will

out
' have to be done before a reconmendation can be made.




Three test plots were established to attempt control of weeds
in seedling alfalfe stands, latorials used consisted of Dow Sclective Herbielde and
‘ water in the following proportions: Dow Selective Herbicide -~ 4 to € pints, Watere
100 gallons. Amounts used por acre varied firom 100 to 150 gallons, depending om
the amount and density of weed growith, Results in general wero that small weeds
(2 %o 5 leal stage) were killed oubs Larger weeds were gquite resistant o the
Where the highor couceutrautions of Dow Selective were used, some spotiing of the
alfalfla was noted and some pleants were killed out, but the muber lilled was so
small that it was of no consequence, Knotwood and Winged Pipgweed were very resistant
%o the sprays. It appears thet in order for these selectives to be effective, the
woods xmst be sprayed at & very early growth stages Alfalfa is quite tolerant of
- this spray material in the lower concentration, even when the plants are just emer-
ging so spraying should be done when weed growth is at the right stago, rogardless
of the stage of growth of alfalfa.

Dodder in alfalfu is quite bad in a mmber of places in the

to prevent Dodder seed formmbtion. This method has it disadventages so this year a
nuiber of test plots were established to determine if a method using spray materials
could be worked out that was practical and ecconomieanl and one that would ersdicate
poste AW“MMMW«WM%M::&W
nethods that right be used, The following materials were used in wvarying amounts
‘combinationss Dow Selective, Dow Gemeral, Sinox General, Diesel 0il, crankcese
011‘ wmm m‘ Nﬁm ,ll‘kﬂ’,mmo

Rosults from the firsté exploratory sprayings indicated that
the naterdals doing the most effective job were Dow Genersl and Sinox Genorals Pro=-
‘ cooding with this In mind, differont combinations and eoncentrations of these two
materials were tried and the results were as followss

On_Seedling Stands

The problem here is to kill the parasite without damaging
the alfalfae The most effective material wes Dow Gemeral or Sinox Cemersal and water,
uaing the following concenmtrations 80 gallons water, 1 quart Dow or Sinox Gonerals

1T

Mmmhammammmuymaxdmmwsmum
On 0ld Alfalfa Stands

On old stands the problem of control is quite simple in

waber at the rate of 1 quart to 80 gallons of watere Diesel o¢il may be added %o
this mix and the inclusion of oll gives a greater toxieity. However, the oil does
not seam b0 help a pgreat deal in killing the Dodder,

In applying these materials it is absolubely cssential that
all Doddér plants get thoroughly covered with the sprays For best resulds and economy
of application, the materials should be applied to a stend immediately after a cubtbing,
If this is done, 80 %o 90 gallons of material will easily cover one acre and do &

‘ w:obwmngumﬂyam



(d4=4=2) Feoder 4~H Projects
Following is a roport of this project:

Boys enrolled  DBoys %ﬂng Noe. animals Value Coats Profits
Girls enrolled Girl m% N. " Pml;
, irls Noe 5 ue Cosls
Sinoponel Jds ovplevs T Ta YooTolet~ tastolel
above above in above in above
(d6) Poultry Improvement
(46-8) Poultry 4-H Projeets
(a6=5~1) Bgg Produstion 4~I Projoots
Following is a report of this projoot:
Boys enrolled Boys o%ﬂi Ho, Birds Vulr\pa Costs Profits
Gir 1 Ho Yalu ts  Profits
enro 8 ue Cos
Ehe gl S e R AT, T e
above above in above in above
(46«5-2) Brooding 4=i Projects
Following is & report of this project:
‘ Boys g 1led w Ho! # Value Costs Profits
TR T T
(a7) Livestook Disesse end Parasite Control
(d7-1) Diseases and Parasites of Cattle
(A7=1=2) Brucellosis
For a mmber of years we have advocated the eontrol
of Brucellosis by the waocination of dairy heifers with Strain 19, We find approval
of this program quite general and we think owr county will be very cooperative when
the campulsory vaccination of dairy heifers starts early in 1948, Owr radioc and
newspaper colwms have been quite helpful in educating tho dairymen along the lines
of controlling Brucellosis,
(d7-1-3) Mastitis
Hore again we have found our radio and newspaper
colums quite helpful in informing dairymen of the latest methods in treating Mase
titls, partioularly as o the possibilities and limitations of penieillin,
(d7«1«8) Cattle Grub

Catile grub contrel measures have been initiated
‘ by quite a mmber of stoclmen in the county, All who have treated are well satisfied
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(d1-5) Dairy Cow 4-H Projeets
Pollowing is a report of this project:

Boys emrolled W Hoe enirals  Value
e T AT ST SETOE0

(d1=6) Bred Heifer 4<H Projects
Following is a repcrt of this project:

Haspes Inegiin RS o THER  deer
(42) Beof Cattle Improvement
(d2-4) Beef Catile 4~H Projects
(d2+4-2) Poeder 4<H Projecte
® Following is & report of this projeot:
YNos onimals Valuo Cos b3 of'i
Wm.,,_. g a5 Y B
Theluded In Tneluded  Inoluded
abm above in abowe  in abowe
(43) Sheep Improvement
(a3-4) Sheep 4~II Projeots
(d3=4w2) Poolor 4« Projects
Pollowing ie trqm-b of this projeet:

Boys enrolled W Ho, animals Yaluo 00:13 ijoﬁa
(d4) Bwine Improvement

{84=4) Swine 4-H Projects

(d4~d=1) Broeding 4=1T Proiacts

Following is a report of this projeet:
Costs Proﬁtl
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(4) In Livestock Production

(41) Deiry Dmprovement
(d1<1) Gow Testing

Interest in the wse of cow Yeating rocords as & o
dairy lmprovement conbtinued Yo inereases During the yeur the murber of wnits in the
Testing Association wes inereased %o e total of tene The
wtinwmmnthmnmwotu.momﬁoto'balmberotommhed
ng the year will approach 18,000, which is over 25 percent of the cows :
o That the dairymen of Merced County are using thelr records to good advantage,
u&mwmeﬂmmWmeuwmﬁmmmtwm'
844 pounis fut per cow, es compared to the average of the enidre county of

(d1-2) Betber 8tock
(d1-2«1) Better Sires

Gradunlly, Merced County dairymen are selesting
betber herd sires and during the past year, Wuwough the Deiry Herd Improvement ASso=
ciation, 3 assisted in sclooting good bulla for their hardse A mmber of good
- purchred of all threo of the major breeds of dairy catile is irercesing steadily
and there are very few membors of the Dairy Herd Improvement Assoclation whose herds
are not headed by purcbred sires. The nusber of good purcbred hards of all three of
rdeMrymtﬂehmrmingmmmmwmﬂn
ro
for
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glatered young sires available ir our county, it is soldom necessary
any of owr dairymen to go outedde of the coundy to get gocd purebred sires.

(dL~2«2) Better Famles

Yorced County dairymen contimme to use testing records
in improving the quality of their hords and during the year, 2,176 "boarder” cows wore
mm. ‘

(81=3) Better Feoding

Vo are using owr radic and newspaper columns in

& progren aimod at the complote utdlization, by dairymen, of bywprodusts from some
of the other branches of owr county's widely diversified agriculture., Besides con-
8 grein, owr dairymen are also cubting foed costs when thoy substitube by-
product foeds for grain in their dairy retions, Here are scme of tho by-products
#hat are being used by lorced County deirymen to conserve grain, and &t tho same time,
£o reduce food costss oull figs, oull sweet potatoes, ocull relsins, other cull dried
frults of warious ¥dnds, such as peaches and apricots, end cull blackeye beoanse Other

uots which are available to supplement the elfalfa hay in the rations are lima
boan strew, blackeye bean straw, green lima bean wines and pods, boet tops, and sweob
mm,wm.

(d1=4) Dairy Calf 4-I Projeots
Following is a report of this projects

-]0w




This past year we have nade a local colored moving
pletwre showing methods of treating cattle for cattle gwd and have shown this movie
at a series of farm neetings. This seems to bo quite an effective

|

subjeot matter over to fairly large groupse The movie has been well rocoived where
shown and the faet that it is ebout local people and places makes it partioularly
effeotive,

One field demonstration was conducted on a growp
were

sarys This herd is apparently so well isolated that compl
pest 1s possible on this ranche
(d7«1=8) Lice

Liee this past yoar were bad on both
dairy and boef sabtle. Three field demonstrations were conduoted on lice controle

One lot of dairy cattle was treated with rotenone-
sulfur and DDT and the material applied with a Hardie Spray Rige In this case, the
DDT apparently did not carry-over and a reinfestation occcwrred, One explanation for
the lack of carry~over could possibly be that it rained quite hard after
the material and probably most of the residual DDT was washed off, This lot of

hoad of mixed oattle that were bedly infosted with lices The lousieide used in this
ingtance was Bonzens Hexachloride, This material appears to be an oxcellent lousie
cides The treatod cattle were critically examined on the l4th, 22nd and 32nd dayw -
following treatnent and no lice were fowxl on any catile examined, Before treating,
this lot of cattle was constantly rubbing and very restless, About omo hour afber

trol with one treatment,
(a7-3) Disesses and Parasites of Swine
Rowndworms in swine ocoasionally are a problem in perts of
the county and in the past, treating hogs for roundworms involved individual treate

nent for satisfactory combrol, Because of this, most growers have not been inelined
to treat for worms in swine unless they were protiy bad, Some growers have used




with only a fair degree of controls The United States Department o
Agriculture reported considerable success in ridding pigs of roundworms with sodium

fluosilicate and in view of their findings, we decided to conduct a field Grial
using this material o see just how it would worke Two lots of foeder pigs weigh-
ing about 100 pounds each were selected, omo lot consisting of about 70 hoad and the

fluosilicate, In order for this treatment to be effective 1t appears quite necessary
%o have the hungry before feeding because the sodium fluosilicate is apparently
quite distes %o them, oven in mmall amownts in their feed.

of sbout 160 hoad of swine that were badly infested

However, in examining the hogs afftor treating we found that the lice had been prac~

elinminated, It appears that this materisl has funigating propertics because
an exoellent job of lice control on this pertioular lot was aschioved even though the
wore not completely wete Suokling pigs were not sprayed, However, thelr
nests were doused with the spray materials and in examining these pigs after treat-
ing, no lice were found, Before treating, ench suckling pig exemined had five %o
gix lice crawling on their abdomeons.

:

(d8~1) Rabbit 4-H Projects
Following is a report of this projoet:

| od 1 No. emimels _ Val osts  Profi
M%E—W:Wmmmﬁ
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Girle cmolled  Cirle oploWi PaSiil  rodaria TRRT  TaTaln

ehove in above in above
(¢) In Farm Beonomics

(e2) Federal Agency Programs
(e2«1) Agricultursl Conservetion Program

As ex off'icio member of the Nereed County Agriocul tural Con=
servation progran, from time to time during the year I discussed with the County
Comittoe and the Ewecutive Secretary of the Assoclation, the rules as to th

mothods of using the $250,000 allocated %o lerced County, so that the practices for
&%mmmmﬁmldmwawwmwom'l

(08) Marketing

:



the Marketing
m«nymmuummmmmummmw-cm

(t)mmmww
(£1) Parm Buildings and Structures
mwwm:lmﬂfﬁwhnlhﬁmdm to the

Poul trymen have falt the noed for further information on the
housing of poultry and the development of labore-saving devices and oquipment, Ve
have establishod several test plots wsing new Yypes of housing and equipnert and
e swvey on this subject in lMerced and adjoining countiess DBeef catilemen
desired informmtion on good catile corral layoubs and laboresaving equipment,
have developed plans and testod systems in this section %o help them with this

£36

(g) In Parm Home Botberment

(g6) Improvement of Homes end Grounds
(g6=2) Home Purnishing
(gS=2«5) Home Purnishing 4-H Projects
Following is & report of this projects

e e S e e

(g7) Clothing
(g7+8) Clothing 4=H Projects
Following is a report of this project:
(g8) Mutrition
(g8=2) Food Preservation



(g8-2<1) Pood Preservation 4«H Projects
Following is a report of this projeet:

Sre et Brls cmplotiyg e S s froion
(h) In Boys and Girls 4-B Club Work

During 1947 the club leaders olecled %o continue the organization of the
leaders into four reglonmal club councils, These counell areas are determined by the
geographical distribution of the clubs in the countys The County 4~I Excoutive
Comittee is composed of the fowr counell presidents, a chalmman elected by all lea-
ders axnd the 4~H Extension Service persomnel serving in an advisory capacity. This
type of leader organization is preferred because of a more local approach to the
problems and o greater attendance at the council meetings. Seventy-two leaders
actively participated in regularly scheduled menthly meetingse The leaders of each
oounell meot regularly omce & month from October %o May. The Reglonal Councll meobe
ings are essentially leader treining moetings in addition to being devoted to handling
local club problems, The lesders are actively intercsted and eapable in handling
their 4«H activities, The Executive Committee, which wordinates the 4«H program
in the county, meets when the occasion demandse In 1047 this group met five times

in plamming county-wide activities,

Of the botal of thirty-nine clubs, eight were of the comunity type and -
thirty-one of the neighborhood type, The leaders largely prefer, through experience,
elubs of either boys or girls of the samo aged growp. The girls' clubs and the boys®
elubs, however, when existing in the same commmity, work closely together and firee

dymmmmmwuum The leaders of tho county have preferred
orgenization of the older boys and girls into High School aged clubs, rather than on
the basis of Semior 4-H Clubs. These clubs inelude the word "Hi" in their clud names
mlimluhmmmﬁ%u&nﬂutrmmwumwmm
bers
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d in the Spring, ome in Hllmer and
in MeSwain, with a total attendance of ome hundrod and seven, Two 4«H Fairs were
hold in liay, again in Hilmer and MeSwain, with five hundred and £if'ty boys, gailrls

the

ohe with one hundred and fifty porsons atbending, In addition to the

o8, the Amual Sumer Camp in Yosemite Natiomal Perk was attended by

&Muemntwmwummma
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The total enrollment in Nerced County in 1947 was 568, including 298
70 girls, This ropresented an inereese of 108 members over 1946, The
of menmbers completing was 82 percent, which comperes with 68 percent in
to highest compleotion porcentage since 194l, The favorable percentage
the loaders who made & concerted effort to have more nmasbers cerry
projeots to completions The leaders are whole=hvartedly attamting o ine
eroage the quality of the projects as well as to oxpand the 4~H progrem gencrally,

and 2
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(1) Commmity Project Activities




(41) Fire Protoetiun - Farm Fire Protection

The voluntoor farm fire protection organization that was budlt wp

during the war with a total of 226 farm fire groups mmbering over 2,200 uen is now

& thing of the past, as far as we are cvoncerned, We have submitbed to the Cowmby

mmalutwwmmuwmmmnumuuotmw

ﬁ:im can best be carried on, from now on, under the Cowtty Fire Warden's supere
e

(42) 411 Clubs

The Hilmar Hi Boys' Club had as & commmity project the placing of
road signe at the intersections in and arowsd the comrmmity of Hilmar, The boys

seoured lwiber for the posts, stoneild the street nemes on the eross bars and peinted
the postss This project was nolt fully comploted during the yoar aud will be carried
over iunbo 1048,

| The Winton Joidors 4-H Club and the Winton Combiners 4-H Club
eolleotod, repaired end purcheasod ehildrents Soys and books to present to the hoge
pihnud children in the Dloss Memoriel Iospital of Winton, The presentation of
gif'ts was made at the hospital during & special party glven by the Winton clubs o
the childrens

(J) Young Bxbension Cooperators - Mothods and Development

The importance of the Young Extension Cooperators project was recognized
afber presentation at several office conferonseses After the decision o go ahead

the ages of 20 and 50 came into the oflice, &qmﬁommwpoooot‘mepro-

' with the projoet in a State-wide way, gradually, as young farm nen and women betwoen
and were

signed ups Thie method has resulted in 4 slow but sleady inerouse

The Homo Demonstration Agent solicited the assistance of home
stration groups in reaching young farm women and meany of her registrants were ob-
tained in this mamer, The organization is steedily developing end during the
ooming yoar we plan on holding county-wide meetings whero this group mey become
betleor acquainted with one another and develop a group spirit, Jeveral of owr field
tests were located on the farms of Gthe young Extemslon cooperatorse The same applies
to work of the Home Demanstration Agent with some of the young womens

(4) Analysis end Interpretation of Tabular Sumery

The trends of BExtension work in Mereced County can be observed by a review
of the followlng statistics of the work of the Agricultural Agentss

Statistlos on Work of Agriculburel Agents
Local Leaders Assis

;




Your oo Joadors

. 1944 319
1945 319
1946 811
196% 431
P 'S &

Perm Visits Mede
I Hoes Visits
555 i
1944 2639
1946 3293
1946 8510
1947 3407
LA AqprO

Totel Method and Result Donona trations

’tfﬁ W Tobal Attendance W
‘ 467 19,5

1944 24 ,
1945 108 2008 18,1
1946 49 844 17.2
1947 14 271 18,6
\ (\ N € ¥ {) U3 X Jq 3
Days in OF and Field
Yoar m&f_&g Days in Field
. 50 ..E.m.._..
1044 508 770
1546 486 890
1946 4069 816
1947 448/ 839
RAR: LY
Fhone end Office Calls
Yoar Phone Calls 0ffice COalls
4% — —T
1944 4891 3060
1948 7912 3091
1946 8501 2211
1947 5292 2842
i S("""i'i:) Nr08
Farm Center leebings
Yoar ‘ Attendenoce
1945 90 3010 33
1946 98 3173 34
1947 04 3764 40
4 Y 367 § 43

A




1944 10

1945 10

1946 10

1547 11 1472
IXI, Outlook and Recomendations

In Merced Counly wo now have an Agriculturel Extension stalf of eigat persoms.
Our staff has increased by threeo in the last twolve months and Uhis means that there
is some organizatdon work % do as to projeoct activities, During coning year
we believe that each membor of the staff will become adjusted to particular
field and a rather complete Extension progran for the county will developode

IV, Sumary of Activities and Ascomplishmonts

During the past year the progrem of the Agricultural Extension Servies had
affected many brenches of lerced Counbty agriculturcs Aflter many years of steady
effort, the Dairy lImprovement progrem seems to have reached a stage where wide-
spreed regponse is ovident, and over 300 herds, with a total of over 16,000 cows,

are now participating in this progren.

The oulllock for 4-H Club work is brighte There has been a definite inorease
in meber and quality during the pest yoar and with two members of the siafl worke
ing full time with this projeet, owr hopes are that within a comparatively short
length of #Wme 1,000 nanbers will be enrolled,

gk
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CO-OPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK
IN

AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA EXTENSION SERVICE

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
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FARM ADVISOR WORK
AGRICULTURE CLUB WORK

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE POt ruionis i i o g

CO-OPERATING

Office of the Director
College of Agriculture
Berkeley 4, California

October 20, 1947

ANNUAL REPORT

TO THE FARM ADVISORS AND HOME DEMONSTRATION AGENTS OF CALIFORNIA:

Your annual report 1s due here not later than Monday, December 1. As
usual, this will consist of two parts; namely, a statistical and a narrative re-

port.

A special statistical farm labor report has been requested. However,
the time and work of regular extension agents (not the time and work of Farm
Iabor Project employees) on the Farm Iabor Project should be included in the
regular statistical report. The regular narrative report should include all
work in Farm Iabor by the Agricultural Extension Service and should cover the
time and work of both regular extension agents and Farm Iabor Project employees.

The combined statistical report is designed for the use of -all extension
agents in the county except Farm Iabor Project employees. Make  three copies of
the combined statistical report; retain one copy for your file and forward two
coples to us. One of the two coples sent to us will be forwarded to Washington
and the second copy will be retained for our files.

The farm advisor should make four copie® of a separate narrative report
and retain one copy for his files. Three copies should be forwarded to us. One
of the coples sent to us will be forwarded to Washington, one copy will be
clipped for subject matter purposes and one copy will be retained for our files.

The home demonstration agent should make four copies of a separate narrative
report and retain one copy for her files. Three copies should be forwarded to Miss
Nye by November 17 for the same use as in the case of the farm advisor.

Statistical Report

Enclosed are copies of the annual statistical report blank. The blank
should be carefully studied by all members of the county staff, as its preparation
requires close cooperation of the entire staff. The home demonstration agent (if
any) will furnish the farm advisor with all necessary figures pertaining to home
demonstration work, which figures should be included in the one combined report
80 as to avoid duplication.

The statistical blank has changed but little during recent years; there-
fore, we are not supplying explanatory notes., Rather than be concerned with minor
statistical interpretations, we believe it more important that you and the members




~ -

2.

of your staff bear in mind that the only purpose of an annual report is to fairly
and conservatively portray what has been accomplished by the Agricultural Extension
Service within the county. Unless the report does that, it will be of little
practical use to you or to us. This means that duplication should be avoided and
that all tendency to exaggerate figures which will result in padding should be
eliminated. All members of your staff should understand that the statistical re-
port is a combined one and should be prepared cooperatively and not competitively.

Most of the difficulty with duplication involves meetings participated in
by the home demonstration agent and one or more members of the farm advisor's staff.
The meeting questions on pages 3, 4, and ka are for the primary purpose of ascer=-
taining the number of different meetings held or participated in and the attendance
thereat, rather than the number of meetings in which each agent participated. On
pages 3, 4, and la, only, the circle method can be used to avoid duplication. Ix-
ample: If the home demonstration agent and the farm advisor participate in the
same meeting, decide the one to whom the moeting should be credited and report it
in the proper column for that agent "out of a circle." It can be reported in the
proper column for the other agent "in a circle." Thus, the straight addition of the
figures "out of circle” in columns A and C will give the county total in column D
without duplication. In any case of difference in understanding, the farm advisor
should consult this office.

Narrative Report

Enclosed herewith are copies of outlines giving headings and subheadings
for the narrative reports of the farm advisor and the home demonstration agent.
In writing the narrative reports, follow these outlines, and bear in mind that
"volume of production" is not required, The length of the narrative should be
reduced to the minimum necessary to convey a sharp picture of what was done. Cut
out extra words and sentences. Stress the important projects. Omit unnccossary
items. In typing, be sure to single space, with doublo space between subheadings.
Photographs may accompany or be incorporated with the narrative report.

The third "cut-up" or "clip" copy of both narrative reports should not
be on thin paper, because such papor 1s difficult to tear into subject matter
sections and is otherwise difficult to handle.

Vory sincerely,

C
VN;@%? %mmm

o or T coples of statistical report blank
2 copies of 1947 Outline of Annual Narrative Report for Farm Advisors

1 or 2 copies of 1947 Outline of Annual Narrativo Report for Homo
Demonstration Agents

Enclosufee:
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 ® Dry weight ylold figwoes are caloulatod and used for easo in inberprotations
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