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Water Penetration Problem

Bill Weir, Farm Advisor
Merced County

There are several soil types in Merced County which have
water penetration problems, but one of the most severe areas is
near the town of Stevinson. Approximately 10,000 acres of Hilmar
sandy loam is very slowly permeable due to numerous clay layers,
only a few inches thick, but repeated every foot or so for depths
of 8 feet or more. Blaine Hanson and I did some infiltometer
work and observed rates of less than 0.1 inches per hour. Farmers
have used slip plows and verticle mulching to attempt to improve

water penetration.

The clay layers also cause perched water tables due to water
moving laterally.

I would be willing to help with field plots with this or
other projects as time permits.



