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Staff Supervisor

Estella Acuiia
Estella is Director, Chicano Student Programs at the University

of California, Riverside. After high school she attended Riverside Com-

[

5]

Programs staff in 1996 and in a span of seven years went from being the
Student Assistant to the Program Director. Estella states, “I truly enjoy
my job; it is absolutely my dream job. I enjoy working with the students,
faculty, and staff. My involvement, mentors and studies have influenced
me to give back to the community and try to make a difference” I grew
up in a single family household. My mom values, survival and love for
her children have also influenced my life. Tune in to KUCR 88.3 FM on
Friday Nights and you might hear a familiar voice. Adelante!

Editor-in-Chief

Javier Amaya

Staff Writers
-Ilse Tejeda
-Vanessa Ortiz
-Marilyn Florentino
-Rossi Oliva

-lvania Guzman
-Dean Mayorga
-Reema Moosa
-Sophia Reyes
-Marisela Magana

-Fatima Alliyani
-Daisy Flores
-Emanuel Mufoz
-Monica Bernal
-Pablo Reyes

-E.A. Planco
-Michael Torres
-Angela Armendariz
-Patricia Ramirez

-James Espinoza
-Carlos Cervantes
-Noelle Valenzuela
-Olivia Bocanegra
-Patricia Lopez
-Andrew Rivera
-Brenda I. Olguin
-Gloria Guzman
-Juan Lopez

Dr. Richard F. Lowy

munity College where she received an AA degree and later transferred to
UC Riverside and graduated with a BA degree in Chicano Studies. Estella
is the first in her family to attend college. She joined the Chicano Student

[
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Faculty Supervisor

My career in teaching has been developing slowly through part-
time positions in Sociology & Ethnic Studies from 1986 to the present.

I have been able to develop and hone my intellectual understandings of
the course subject matter and more importantly, the dynamics of lectur-
ing in the classroom and student interaction through the opportunities

I have had to teach. I have proven to be a very humanistic, caring, and
student-oriented professor who is able to teach at an intellectually chal-
lenging level while remaining in tough with and sensitive to, the needs
of students. I have also worked closely with students and have always
encouraged students intellectually, emotionally, and through my willing-
ness to write letter of recommendation on behalf of students of students
seeking further opportunities beyond the undergraduate level.

I support student activism on campus and in the Inland Empire
communities and I support many causes such as the Southern Poverty
Law Center; the United Farm Workers, KPFK Radio Programming, the
[nland Empire Hispanic Scholarship Fund, Chicano Student Programs,
Raza Graduation Banquet, and other causes on a periodic and ongoing
basis.

*The Views and the opinions expressed in Nuestra Cosa belong solely
to the staff and are not the views or opinions of Chicano Student Pro-
grams or the University of California.

Contact Info: nuestracosadeucr@yahoo.com
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As students receive their financial
aid packets they are able to get a glimpse
of what the yearly cost of attendance at a
college or university will be. In addition,
they are able to see what types of finan-
cial assistance they will receive during
the academic year such as loans, work-
study, Cal Grants, etc.,, if they qualify.
Once the semester or quarter begins, stu-
dents find out how much their textbooks
will cost, what they must pay for housing
and tuition, and how much they must
pay for other fees and necessities. These
can be seen as some of the leading fac-
tors as to why financial aid is needed. For
financially disadvantaged students, the
5 struggle to succeed in college is not only

about talent and intellect but literally
5 how much it will cost just to go through
=1the door.
In a Los Angeles Time article:
] “Budget plan would raise the bar for
(G| Cal Grant financial aid”, journalist Carla
[@|Rivera describes the new plan that Gov.
[G]|jerry Brown has implemented that would

55 EEE S EEEEE]

HEEEEE

(&)
&
G
@]

@

5]

@

E raise the minimum GPA needed to
E’; qualify for the two types of Cal Grants,
]

= which are merit- and income based”

|

The 2012-13 budget plan proposed
=1by Gov. Jerry Brown will make it harder
=tfor new students to obtain Cal Grants
=lbecause the amount of money they can
[Gjjreceive will not only be need-based but
[E|will defend upon having a higher grade

G| point average in order to qualify for the
EV—I highest possible award. These awards will
E} affect students from low and middle in-
E] come households. For instance, the GPA
@ requirement for “Cal Grant “Al recipients
6 is from 3.0-3.25 and for Cal Grant “B”

{% is from 2.0 to 2.75. In addition, for stu-
={dents who are attending a community
=icollege the requirements to transfer to a

By: Fatima Alliyani
state college or university while qualify-
ing for a grant will increase to between
2.4 to 2.75. We can see that students will
have to try harder in school in order to
apply for and be eligible to receive these
awards.

(Struggle to get financial aid for students )

In addition to the increase in GPA,
the article noted on how this will affects
students who are right on the border of
receiving a 3.0 or 2.7 GPA. Carlo Mar-
quez, a head counselor at Garfield High
School in East Los Angeles, explained
some of the issues regarding the changes
in the Cal Grant requirements. “The
majority of our kids are on the cusp of
3.0 or 2.7...Where are they going to get
the money? Many are going to have to
work, and the pattern is, once they start
working, they’re offered more hours and
they forget about school. It's tough at a
time when we're trying to get them to see
the big picture and continue their educa-
tion”. These changes affect students that
are already attending a 4-year university
or community college, and also incom-
ing freshman straight out of high school.
This will impact many low and middle
income students,

“UC officials estimate that 250 students
will lose their grants next year, with

a total loss of $20 million in financial
aid”.

PR EEEEEEEEEEEEE )
PAGE 4
Current Events
Change in Financial Aid for Low and Middle-Income Students

Students will have to find other al-
ternatives in order to pay for their educ-
tion or some may decide to stop attend-
ing school, due to the lack of financial
assistance.“The requirements will have
a crippling affect on minority students
who are already struggling to overcome
an achievement gap”. It affects everyone,
because everyone is trying to take full
advantage of the opportunities that are
being given by the school.

.Jerry Brown's proposed change
in the eligibility requirements to receive
maximum Cal Grant aid may make
perfect sense in these times of unbal-
anced state budgets, scarce educational
funds, and ever-rising fees, tuition, and
college costs. But, for Latino students
from working class and lower middle
class families, who already have multiple
strikes against them move to inferior
inner-city schools, the need to help their

families by working while in high school,

or the lack of cultural capital with which
to compete with higher-income students
from non-Latino backgrounds, the high-
er GPA may make it impossible for oth-
erwise academically qualified students to
afford to attend college unless they can
find additional aid through scholarships
and non-state-based funding sources.
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Latinos are the New “Trend”
By Marilyn Florentino

As the Latino population is growing in
the United States, so does the interest of the
Media. Marketers have taken note and the image

= of the Latino is being plastered all over televi-
sion, movies and magazines. Latino culture and
American culture are joining forces in order to
create a new type of entertainment for a new type
of audience, % . : -

Cosmopolitan will publish a magazine

@ dedicated to Latina women, Cosmopolitan La-
@ tina, that will launch in May 2012. Donna Kala-
[Eljian Lagani, the senior editor at Cosmopolitan,
believes that Latina women are an important
consumer of the “core Cosmo brand”. One in four
Latinas read Cosmo in the U. S., and are over the
age of 18. Latinas have helped to make Cosmo
=| “the number one monthly magazine in English
that reaches Latinas’, said Lagani. The goal of
the magazine is to reach American born Latina
women who identify themselves as bicultural and
@ bilingual. According to Lagani, the young Latina
woman, “She is very Latina, but she is alsa very'
American “ According to the publishing director
and chief revenue officer of Cosmopolitan, “the
new generation of Latina is consuming her media
in English, and is looking for content that is just
for her. We feel that Cosmo is uniquely posi-
tioned to help advertisers reach this audience”
= The content of the magazine will include issues
on entertainment, beauty and family.

0]
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Along with its new publication, the
regular issue will add more advertisements and
content aimed at Latinas. Michelle Herrera Mul-
ligan, the editor of Cosmopolitan Latina said,
“By speaking our bicultural language, Cosmo
=1 shows that it’s in touch with the exploding Latino
Sl demographic. And who better to celebrate the
indomitable Latina spirit than the Fun, Fearless,
and Female?”

5]5]

e

Cosmopolitan is not the only media
source that has taken notice of the growing
Latino market. American Television will start
showing more Latino faces along with its spring
line up. According to the New York Times, “At
up front presentations in May, television execu-
tives were selling new programming aimed at the
Latino market”. Currently on CBS Rob Schnei-
der has returned to prime time with the comedy
show, “Rob’, accompanied by an all Latino cast;
including Cheech Marin and Mexican come-
dian/actor Eugenio Derbez. Spanish channels,
such as Univision and Telemundo, are also being
revamped to make it more accessible to the needs
of the Latino community. And in the summer
Will Ferrell will share the screen in what is being
called a Spanish-American comedy, with actors
Gael Garcia Bernal, Diego Luna, and legendary
Pedro Armendariz Jr,, in the movie, Casa De Mi
Padre.

Yet what does this me for Latinos? Is
this cultural outreach only a gimmick for busi-
ness, or, is it a sincere attempt to promote Latino
accomplishments? Latinos are the new consum-
ers of the media market, and it is important for
Latinos to understand that there is always a risk
of being stereotyped. Latina women, though all
beautiful, are often portrayed as exotic rather
than empowered. There tends to be more maga-
zine covers of Sofia Vergara and Jennifer Lopez
than of America Ferrera. Latino men are many
times portrayed as being very machistas or “the
bad guys”. There is also a separation of cultures
when the “trend” of a race comes into the pic-
ture, or rather the media. American culture and
Latino culture are often presented worlds apart
when in reality we are not. The Latino com-
munity must not take in stride what is being fed
to us by television, magazines and movies; but
rather-make us think about how we are being
depicted. And in what ways are we being includ
ed as Americans rather than just “The Latino”.
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MexGames

by Carlos Cervantes

5

There is no greater feeling than repre-
senting one’s family, heritage and country
proudly. In some instances it means partici-
pating in sporting competitions and win-
ning medals. With the London 2012 summer
Olympics right around the corner, countries
like Mexico are preparing young athletes to
become future Olympians and to wear the
green, white and red colors.

- Continued on page 24
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; PAGE 6
j “Obesity epidemic is “Among preschoolers, nearly one  The program Salud America! Cre- [

@ Loy ; out of every four Latinos is over- ated by The Robert Wood John- &
f Growing Amoﬂg A0 weight”. Studies have shown that ~ son Foundation Research Net- fﬁ'
| Youth Latino children’s diets are less work to Prevent Obesity among &
by Ivania Guzman healthy, their access to healthy Latino children is a network that  |[§
As we all know, Obesity seems food is more limited, they are increases the number of re- |
to be a major épidemic Watic less active in sports, and they searchers and advocates seeking |

growing rapidly in our country. tend to watch more television. environmental and policy solu- It_l_ﬁ .

tions to address Latino childhood &

Obesity has caused more than 15 obesity. &

percent of our nation’s unneces-
sary deaths. It has caused more
deaths than alcohol, toxins, car
accidents, gun-related deaths,

(o]

&

[GIS]

; [El drug abuse and sexually transmit-

! ;@1 ted diseases combined. “Accord- lﬁl
lg] ing to the studies done by the (5)

! @-‘ Centers for Disease Control and L@”

| Prevention, obesity affects ap- %2: |

. = proximately 34 percent of adults ; =

1 [I%J and 17 percent of children in alarmLhe l;l:tmb?rsuan?i SIHDCSTOIE ll;;l

‘ [% the US.”. They also estimated of cudi g’h ?[_? tSL'rtP S'nﬁ e i ud S
G| how much obesity is costing the stu 1?5; Ow that Latinos have 2 One project that Salud America! -

: E country’s health care systemand ~ P2O"Y iets. I?Flelir:g Latina mysebl I Is working on is demonstrating 5

: % it runs to almost $150 billion per can agree with this statc:zment e- that small, mdepen-dently own_ed 5

.' B year cause | myself, along with many restaurants in low-income Latino |

, g other Latinos, grew up eating de- communities can help to improve [&

| G licious fatty foods that are very the local nutrition by using menu E :

: @] common within our culture. Most labeling. Another project is to get |§

y & customary and traditional dishes the school districts to incorpo- |G|

'- @ | contain a very high amount of fat.  rate physical education policies |§
5] Since we grow up with these dish-  to improve the fitness of Latino @
”i] es as part of our culture we con- Children. [
(0] tinue to use them and pass them G
(&) on from generation to generation. For more information on @
{[.@ Unfortunately our parents did not Salud America! Here is a link to a lL@_ﬂ
ﬁ‘j_ grow up knowing what is organic video that everyone should check [%’_"

_\ %f or which foods are bad for your out (http://youtu.be/pnfZvxXITic) ]—‘L_;'l

| r% What’s most shocking from %

|

this research is that the obesity
rate for young Latinos are in-
creasingly high. Mexican-Ameri-
can children ranging from ages 2
to 19 are more likely to be obese
or overweight, with an average
of, 40.8%. White children’s obe-
sity rate is 31.0% and African

= American children have a 30%
rate for obesity.

o]|§EHEEEHEEEEEEEEE
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% PAGE 7 E
I%" Auti sm: studies on the family environment and full time, then 31% live in group homes EI
5 > how it affects the development of indi- and work full time there, while another —‘E
% R ai Sin viduals with disabilities during these 10% live in semi- independent apartments |Li;
g three stages of life, and how parents and  and work half or full time, and unfor- E
A siblings of these individuals with dis- tunately 5% of the other people have no ‘L@
WaAr€CIIESS abilities are affected. Drawing on Dr. familial or staff support in their lives. Ejzl
E By: Vanessa Ortiz Seltzer’s research, it is necessary to After learning about people with T:
% At A ;0;;; O\Si:l\;hac:i?;::?] ;i_{ !:E';t;zi:;i jsla;%h autism spectrum disorder, I find 'it important 5
der, or ASD, consists of a group of Autism research began in 1998, notes : TR w Jer ot reseaf’ch plpiesT E‘
, ' ’ ing from. I had the opportunity to speak

complex disorders of brain development. It Dr. Seltzer. She states, “In 1943, 11 to Maryam Abdullah, a PhD student at the
E is characterized by c?ifﬁculties in verbal and  people were diagnosed for autism and University of California, Irvine who is con- |B
r!onverbal CORUBIICATION, social Interac- there was a lot of societal ignorance and ducting autism research herself. Upon be- @
tion, and repefitive bebaviogs. Autism misunderstanding on the disorder” The jng asked where data is gathered for autism ]
g spectrum disorder varies from high-func- first paper on autism was published in spectrum disorder and if autism variesby |G
& tioning to low-functioning. Those with 1943 by Dr. Lee O'Connor. After listen- ethnicity, she stated that families who have |
G high-functioning ASD excel in math, art,  ing to a series of expressed emotional  economic stability are aware of the resources @
@ music, and visual skills. Those with low- narratives by parents on their autistic 314 services for autism and have a great ac- 1G]
[§] functioning ASD have difficulties in motor  child’s development, Dr. Seltzer edu- cess to healthcare therefore those families arefdl
(G| coordination, attention, and physical cated the audience on the need for what e ones who get diagnosis and treatment for &
& healthissues. First diagnosed in 1990, she calls “circles of support.” These autism. Also, there is no high rate of autism El
DE autism has begun to affect many more circles of support include a measure- in certain etll‘lnic groups, however where 2
0| persons every year, 1in 110 personsborn  ment of social support, the number of  here tends to be a noted high prevalence =
)| to be exact. According to the US. Centers  support members, the family environ- are in those areas with great detéction and S
) for Disease C-iontrol and.Prev.ention : ment, and the sustained effects on the  gcreening tools, largely urban areas. People 5
(CDC), that is a 600 percent increase in autistic person. The results varied from ho cannot afford healthcare and have no (]

ll__l prevalence over the past twenty years. And  person to person, but the latest findings ,cess to services or treatments are immi- 5
0] 1 : 2
B rr.aales SEC ey N 10 the neurological  document thift behavioral problems grants and minorities in the United States. @
EI disorder; approximately 1 out 70 males among those in the autism spectrum i rious organizations have been formed to G
0l . . . - Fz =)
& born in the United States has autism. increase based on the number of sup- highlight autism and to make the changes.

Another shocking fact proposed by the port groups each person receives. Ur@-l
CDC is that more children will be diag- &)
nosed with autism this year than with ]
childhood cancer, juvenile diabetes or
pediatric AIDS combined. Tens of millions
worldwide are affected with ASD. There is
no explanation for the continuing increase,

although improved diagnosis and environ-

needed in order to provide services for many
more families and to make autism research
funding a priority for the federal govern-
ment. One of the most important tasks is to
have parents and families become advocates
autism spectrum disorder and raise aware-
ness about the issues that surround families
with autism.

(5[5

5]5]5]
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e prospective lives of autistic

mental influences are few of the reasons ; : it
(] Eorsidared persons need to be carefully consid- For more information visit: 1@
& : ered. When it comes to the employ- Autismspeaks.org 5]
ment of people from the autism spec- Ganinfo.org =

Dr. Marsha Mailick Seltzer presented trum, The National Institutes of Health Forockids.org
(NIH) reports that 25% were sheltered -
individuals, 25% of adults after high
school only volunteered or worked for
10 hours per week, another 25% pur-

her research on the 21st of January, 2012
for the 6th Annual Autism Research Con-
ference at Mariners Church in Irvine, Cali-
fornia. Along with the sympto.ms of autism, sued highereducation, and the last 25%
Dr. Seltzer elaborated on the life course are employees in the community with
trajectory and the behavioral phenotype of ¢ \yithout familial support. As for liv-
specific developmental disabilities, includ-  jng arrangements and employment, NIH
ing autism, and the changes that occur dur-  reports that about half of these people are
ing adolescence, adulthood, and into old living with their parents at an average age
age. Dr. Seltzer also informed us about her  of 32 and working

HEEEEEE
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AUTISM SPEAKS

it's time to listen

EEEEEEE

O REEEEEZEEEE BEEEEEG)

- -3 * &
AT T R

e R T S—-f T S




5)

=

GG

CREEEEEREEEElEEEE - B
5]
- PAGE 8 8

G 5

G Dropping Out - The causes of dropouts from in clementeLry school. Research docu- @ :
high school are too complex to sum- ments that “on average, the later the g
G marize here. Some scholars examine remediation is given to a dlsadvaptaged Fﬁ
by Reema Moosa dropouts as a status affecting a group child, the less effective it is.” Particularly 4]

@ of students, while others develop event with gatino stu_dents, early intervention F i

In recent years, a popular trend models to study dropouts at particular in their education helps to develop both -ﬂ s

9 has been for nationally elected politicians times and places. cognitive and necessary non-cognitive FL_E; .
||£]QE’ to use their lofty offices, and their in- skills. &)

3l creased access to mainstream media, as My analysis of Latino dropouts G
@l a bully-pulpit to promote their views on  favor examining the phenomenon as a My proposal for dealing with the high &) ’
@ America’s educational crisis. Bill Clinton  process which occurs over a period of dropout rate for Latino/a students is to @] '
[@ pushed for school uniforms and claimed years for Latino students froim under- do everything possible to intervene in &

to be “the education president.” George

G W Bush promoted “No Child Left Be-

hind” and put a heavy emphasis on na-
tional standards, school test scores, and

= holding teachers and principals account-
= able. President Barack Obama wants the

United States to regain its status of hav-
ing the finest schools in the world and

=l to guarantee that no child can leave high

school without a diploma or until they
reach the age of eighteen.

Meanwhile, back in the real world,

G| there are huge inequities in the budget

served communities, low to medium
socio- economic status families, and
limited cultural and social capital, all of
which cumulatively contribute to high
Latino dropout rates by the time stu-
dents reach high school.

Wwithin the Latino population
foreign-born adults int he US. have a
52% dropout rates, while the native-U.S.
born dropout rate is 25%. Foreign-born
adults only have 5% who earned GED’s
while US. born dropouts went on to
earn GED’s 21% of the time.

the middle school and high school years,

when students face so many negative
influences such as peer group pressure,
drugs, and alcohol, gangs, and violence,
and sexually active lifestyles when they
can least afford to responsibly start fami
lies.

But the only meaningful solution is early
childhood education, programs such as
Headstart and preschool, tracking stu-
dent performance all though elementary
school, constructive after-school activi-
ties and mentoring through Boys and

5]
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'z and funding for inner- city schools versus
suburban school districts. Despite the
best efforts of committed and dedicated

Girls Clubs and Big Brothers and Big
Sisters and equally important, parental in-
volvement in their children's’ schools and
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The Latino population, especially
the children of recent immigrants or
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L — teaqhers, minority students have dispro-  those from migrant families, often have  relationship with school teachers, coun- =
=1 portionately high dropout rates from language and cultural problems, which selors, principals and administrators. =
A = high school and Latino students still have may explain why many Latino children lﬁi
L the highest dropout rate when compared begin to fall behind or fail while still [:?
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Domestic Violence Among

Latinas
by Ivania Guzman

The issue of domestic violence
is a very serious and sensitive issue
that most people experiencing it are
ashamed or scared to talk about. No
one wants to experience this, no one
would like to be a victim of an abusive
relationship, but when it happens most
people stay quiet about it. Domestic
violence among the Latino community
is something that is common and most
women chose not to do anything about
it. National Statics show that “approxi-
mately 1 in 4 (23.4%) of Latinas report
that they have been abused at some
point in their lifetime, with a slightly
lower rate (1 in 5) for Latinas in rural
areas.”
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According to statistics from UNI-
@) DOS from 2001-2007, emotional abuse
appears to be the most frequent, fol-
[@]] lowed by physical abuse. Sexual abuse
G is also present and appears to have

& been increasing in severity over the last
G 2 years.

(& Latinas survivors of domestic violence
= appear to be young, poor and less
educated than white women, although
domestlc violence crosses all ages and
G socioeconomic levels.
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Research shows that there are
stressors specific to the immigrant
experience, which can increase the risk
for domestic violence. Some of the rea-
sons why immigrants chose not to get
help are prejudice, lack of English pro-
ficiency, and fear, these barriers keep
Latinas from reaching out to domestic
violence services. What some of these
immigrant victims do not know is that
regardless of their immigration status
they have legal rights to shelter, restrain-
ing orders, and other services that can
help them access safety.

They remain silent not because
they like the abuse but because they
are scared they are manipulated and,
most importantly, because they do not
want to be judged by their community.
“A strong sense of culture keeps Latinas
from “betraying” long-standing values.

Those who step outside of these norms,

shame not only themselves, but also
their parents, grandparents, etc. Latino
family obligations always come first, no
matter what personal animosities may
exist.”

Because of these factors; the
language barrier, the lack of resources,
the threat of deportation for some,
and misinformation about legal rights
-Latinas often become isolated. These
women fear being hurt by the very au-
thorities charged with protecting their
well- being. Communities must develop
culturally sensitive solutions to violence
in Latino families and find effective
ways to reach this growing segment of
the population.

Most women rely on their hus-
band’s income to support their family
and feel they need to stay in order to
survive. Another reason why Latinas
feel like they can’t speak up is because
they do not know who to turn to for
help. Community outreach in Span-
ish around domestic violence issues is
almost non-existent. There is a lack of
material created specifically for Latinas
or even translated into Spanish.

'mz@ b

The sense of keeping their
family together is what keeps these
women from speaking out and taking
a stand against their abusers. “A Latina
who can’t keep her family together
is considered a failure. She may stay
with an abusive husband or not dis-
close her situation to relatives in order
to keep up appearances”. Another
factor that would keep Latinas from
leaving their abusive partners is their
economic status.
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. The American population is extremely
=t diverse, mixing the people from multiple

= ethnicities and nationalities. Immigrants from
around the world have come to the U.S and
remained, from the founding of the nation

up to present. Among the immigrants from
around the world, are the people whose fam-
ily home origins are Latin America. Today,
Latinos make up close to 20 percent of the
American population. Thanks to the census,
which is mandated every ten years by the U.S.
constitution, to count everyone in the United
States, both citizens and noncitizens, regard-
less of immigration status, it paints a portrait
of the American population’s minorities, ethnic
groups, and races. However, the information
in the census is not as accurate as it intends to
be. There have been discrepancies as to how
people identify themselves and what their
true values and racial identity are. Given the
diversity of the U.S, population, Latinos may
struggle to identify their racial identities that
may impact their community because of their
physical appearance and a number of cultural
factors.

The results of the 2010 census have
raised questions as to how Latinos view their
racial identity. An article published in the New
York Times titled: For Many Latinos, Racial
Identity is More Than Color, stated that people
are given 15 choices in the census question on
race and more than 18 million Latinos checked
the “Other” box in the 2010 census. This was
an increase of 14.9 million people from the
2000 census.' According to the article, this
indicated conflict between how Latinos view
themselves and how the government views
them. Despite the government’s view on racial
categories, why is it that the categories do not
“fit” Latinos?

One perspective is that Latinos may
confuse their identity due to the lack of cultur-
al emphasis and knowledge brought up from
their parents. These are not the sole reasons,
but they play a role in identifying one’s self.
Early immigrants had the option to assimilate
to American culture or hold their home coun-
trys values. Many immigrants chose to keep
their culture more than others, some did both,
=] and a number started a new cultural legacy in
the U.S. Immigrants who began to assimilate,
became less conscious of their grandparents
and parents cultural values and, over time,
retained only a shadow of their original ethnic
heritage .

Some of the latest research shows that
many Latinos, like the Irish and Italian immi-
i;rants before them, have dropped the Latino
abel and simply call themselves “white” Dur-
ing this time frame, immigrant ancestry and
the meaning of the words nationality, ethnicity,
race, and culture became more unclear to the
children of immigrant parents. The journal
Labor Economics found that by about the third
generation Latino families do not identify their
children as Latino, but rather as white. This
result can be problematic for the Latino
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Latino Population Grows, but Some Vanish

By Pablo Reyes

community if the federal government cannot
deliver the necessary goods and services to the
Latino community due to an under-count of its
population.

When the question of race arises for
Latinos who may be second or later genera-
tions, it appears that assimilated Latinos have
lost touch with their ethnic and cultural heri-
tage. Mireya Navarro, an environmental writer
for The Times focusing on New York City and
its surrounding region, said, “Many Latinos, an
overwhelming blended population with Indian,
European, African and other roots, are side-
stepping or ignoring the question of race”. She
interviewed a couple of Latinos and their reac-
tion to race. One interviewee, a fair skinned
and green eyed graduate from UCLA’s medical
school, whose father was Jewish and whose
mother is Mexican, told her she knew what she
was, but felt she did not fit a category. Her fa-
ther died when she was only nine and she grew
up steeped in the culture and language of her
mother. She is an example of a Latina who still
carries some knowledge of her Latino heritage.
However, in the census, she was so conflicte
that she left the race question blank. The census
assigns people a race if left blank, based on the
racial makeup of the neighborhood, making
the data less accurate. :

Another interviewee, a 40 year old
light-skinned New York lawyer, native of the
Dominican Republican, considers herself
“white” because of her appearance. In spite of
her light skin, she is seen differently from the
white population and faces ethnic stereotyp-
ing. By identifying herself as “white,” she is not
counted as part of the Latino population. Thus
the data from the race question can impact the
determination of the makeup of voting dis-
tricts, in monitoring discriminatory practices,
and racial disparities. According to Stephen
Trejo, an economist at the University of Texas,
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successful Latinos, like the lawyer, or recent
college graduate show empirical progress in the [
Latino community, but they become absent in
the statistics tracking Latino economic and so- i@}
cial progress across generations by immigrants. ||
Race matters because it affects the political =
power Latinos have, even compared to other  [S)

minorities. LE__‘T

The data from the census not only (]
counts the U.S. populations, but also deter- E
mines other factors that can positively impact F;'
the Latino community. Census data are critical 'EL_‘_
to the Latino community and directly affect ]
how more than $400 billion per year in fed- G
eral funding is distributed to state, local and “,—E;-
tribal governments. It also helps ensure that &l
the community receives its fair share of politi- |I]
cal representation and government funding. |G|
These decisions can impact the quality of life |-_F_
for Latinos and their families. The Accuracy =
of the data allows state and local governments |
to make important decisions that affect La- 5]
tinos, such as where to establish Englishasa =
Second Language (ESL) program, the amount =
of funding allocated for Title 1 programs, and |
health services to screen for ailments suchas  |[@]
diabetes and hypertension. Despite how newer |G
Latino generations are identifying themselves, ﬁ
it affects the less assimilated Latinos with lower [=
social economic status and progressive growth r|_@_Il
of the Latino population. Time magazine has |
just publishecran article stating how powerful G

Latinos votes will critically impact the presi-
dential elections, and potential may increase
the chances of having a Latino president.
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It is important for Latinos, to under-
stand that they can be of any race. Not only
does it help the American population to keep
track of the diverse population and assist the
Latino communities, but it also helps maintain
a cultural awareness of where their ancestors
come from, compared to all other members of
the society. To ignore one’s own racial back-
ground, can result in the loss of ethnic culture
and a disruption of one’s own personal and
family identity. Latinos should not suppress
their racial an ethnic identity but rather pass it
on and never forget where they come from, and
most importantly, who are they are.
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Many community leaders have emerged

[G]| from the little known Coachella Valley's eastern
1£| side. This side which is inhabited mostly by

agricultural workers, most of whom are Latino,
[G| has been plagued by poverty. Even though this
is the case, many have found a way to succeed
in their endeavors, One such example is that of
Dr. Raul Ruiz who came from ordinary means
like most families in the area.

Dr. Ruiz did not grow up in a wealthy
family, he was a regular person you might see

at a local supermarket or playing little league
baseball in one of the many parks in the valley.
He came from a humble upbringing, his mother
worked packing citrus and his father worked as
a manager in a packinghouse. The family lived
in a trailer before finally being able to move to a
small house in the city of Coachella, but as high
school graduation loomed, Dr. Ruiz knew that
his parents would not be able to afford to send
him off to college. So, did Dr. Ruiz just give up?

door to local businesses asking them to sponsor
his education leaving them with a promise that

he would return to the Coachella Valley to give

back to the community.

Flash forward seventeen years; Dr. Ruiz
proudly makes his return to the Coachella Val-
ley with a Bachelors degree from UCLA and
three graduate degrees from Harvard, which
include his Medical degree, a Masters in Public
Policy and a Masters in Public Health. With his
return, Dr. Ruiz made good on his promise to
give back to the community, which gave him

Dr. Raul Ruiz: A Visionary for our Community’s Future
By Juan Lopez

the opportunity to obtain a higher education.
And so he began his work to better the Coach-
ella Valley. After taking a job as an emergency
room physician at Eisenhower Medical Center,
he began the long process of change in the val-
ley. He founded the Coachella Valley Health-
care Initiative in an effort to better the quality
of living for the regions of lower income within
the valley, while also starting the Future Physi-
cians Leaders program where he mentors over
60 youths who have the potential to be futare
leaders of our community. Also, Dr. Ruiz has
taken the position of Senior Associate Dean

of the UCR Medical School where he hopes to
advocate healthcare awareness.

Dr. Ruiz's Commitment to helping the
community has even led him to announce
his candidacy for the 36th U.S. Congressional
District where he will be facing Mary Bono-
Mack. Dr. Ruiz’s passion for the betterment of
the community where he grew up has served
as motivation for countless others as they too
take to the campaign trail to launch Dr. Ruiz
into the echelon of congress because they know
that in this position, he will do so much for the
community.

This example of commitment and
determination serves as a stepping-stone for
future leaders in the Coachella Valley. Dr. Ruiz
has shown that nothing should stand in the way
of an education because, in the end, that is the
only thing that can allow one to make a differ-
ence in the community. Through hard work
and dedication to his cause, Dr. Ruiz has bro-
ken through the barriers that society had put
in front of him for most of his life, and now he
has reached a position where he can help break
those barriers for others as well.

** This article was written with information from The
Desert Sun and personal contact with Dr. Raul Ruiz

Latino Civic Engagement
By Reema Moosa

Historically different ethnically diverse Latino
population have become racialized in the of
being incorporated into the territorial United
States and then over time dealing with the vari-
ous social, cultural, political, and legal institu-
tions in order to obtain education, employ-
ment, social justice, citizenship, and political
representation.

It is enough to acknowledge that Latinos repre-
sent heterogeneous communities with unique
as well as overlapping histories, traditions, and
trajectories of migration, immigration, and
incorporation into American society. Today,
the Latino pan-ethnic label includes people

of Mexican descent, Puerto Ricans, Cubans,
Dominicans, Salvadorians, Guatemalans, and
other Central Americans and South Americans.

Latinos have always had to engage the An-
ﬁlo or Euro-American power structure both
istorically and in contemporary times. As
an example, Mexicans in Sle southwest were
incorporated into the United States in 1848
through the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. They
faced and overcame many obstacles, even while
living segregated lives as second-class citizens,
through creating mutualistas (mutual aid soci-
eties), fighting to create labor unions, seeking
equality in education, struggling for citizenship,
the right to vote, and civil rights.
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Beyond the mass struggle of La Raza in the
fields and barrios of America, there is an in-
ternal struggle in the very hearts of the people.
That struggle calls for revolutionary change. In
today’s world, political engagement for Latinos
must be built upon the inter-generational activ-
ism and struggles of yesterday’s anonymous

women and men who raised children, kept @
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families going, worked hard in the fields and
barrios, and gradually gained a foothold in all
occupations and prol)t;s'uone. and greater so-
phistication in politics and civic engagement. EI
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The twenty-first century is truly the time for
Latinos to move increasingly into the main-
stream of American life given their demo-
graphics as the largest minority group in the
U.S. and their young population. But it is im-
perative that Latinos continue their activist tra-
ditions, not just to protest and seek recognition
as they did in the 1960’ and 1970’ through
the Chicano and other Latino movements, but
now enﬁagement must be on all fronts - from
the local community to the city, state, regional,
and national levels.

5]

Latinos have worked hard to register voters
and to run for office in greater numbers than
ever before. Representation must include vot-
ing for candidates who can promote Latino is-
sues, but even more im ortantly, Latinos must
run for office at all levels from local school
boards to city councils to mayors and state as-
sembly, senate, and even governors of states.

e EEEEEEE|

5]

Bl

Latinos are becoming sophisticated in using
their achievements in higher education to
more effectively network at the community
level, in business, in politics, and in positions
as lawyers, doctors, judges, professors, and jus-
tice on the Supreme Court, and perhaps soon,
a successful gresidential candidate. Education
plays a significant role in the progress of the
Latino community as it evolves into the ma-
jority and becomes the face of a continuously
growing cohort. It is imperative that they con-
tinue to enact social change through steadfast
civic engagement.

The key to engagement is to acknowledge that
where problems exist, solutions and opportuni-
ties for greatness will increase. It is not enough
to gain numbers of elected or influential people
into positions of power, but to produce rep-
resentatives who remember their historical
roots and their responsibility to promote social
justice and fairness to all of their constituents.
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Latinos have a proud history of struggle and
they have never fought for ti;emselves alone.
Engagement is ultimately to promote and build
what Dolores Huerta called community activ-
ism, in order to better society and the world
for all people who are struggling, oppressed,
underrepresented, or victims of injustice, dis-
crimination, and racism.

MAQUILAPOLIS
BY SOPHIA REYES

Maquiladora:a foreign-owned factory in
Mexico at which imported parts are assembled
by lower-paid workers into products for export
(Merriam-Webster). The fact that sweat shops
are a significant topic of controversy here in the
United States is not new. The negative impact
they are said to have is often debated among
opponents who protest against the injustice in
these factories. Today, this phenomenon has
extended itself across the border along with the
various negative consequences these factories
produce for the border region of Mexico, the
ecology of the region, and the lives of predomi-
nantly young female workers who are exploited
daily.

Recent reports have stated that manufac-
turing booms are re-occurring in locations near
the Mexican and U.S. border, causing migration
from central and southern parts of Mexico. It
has become more convenient for U.S. companies
to manufacture products near the border since
it eliminates costs of warehouse storage and
creates a competitive advantage over factories
in China. “You're not going to get something
from China in seven days unless you put it on
an airplane,’ says Mike Meyers, general manager
of INFASA, a maquiladora. “Here, we put it on
a truck, and it’s in, We take an order, we cus-
tom build it, we ship it out, and it’s out quickly
(NPR).” The convenience of cheap labor and
speedy delivery is plenty of reason to bring back
the surge of maquiladoras to the region between
the U.S, and Mexico, according to the firms
seeking to take full advantage of the globaliza-

tion of labor and the free movement of capital.
In our society capitalism rules and mon-

ey can easily drive people’s morals and expecta-

tions. The idea that markets can “regulate almost

every aspect of our lives” is not uncommon

in American culture and society (Blackwell).

Businesses often revolve around the notion of
finding innovative ways to increase profits and
maintaining low production costs. Globaliza-
tion, however, often comes at a high price to
pay. As portrayed in the 2006 film, Maquilopo-
lis: a city of factories, the living conditions of
the workers are dangerous and unhealthy. Many
of the workers are single mothers whose only
source of income is provided through their
wages (around $10 a day) from maquiladoras.
“The wages paid [to] maquiladora workers for a
full workweek do not enable them to meet basic
human needs of their family for nutrition, hous-
ing, clothing and non-consumables,” declared
Dr. Ruth Rosenbaum, executive director of the
Center for Reflection, Education and Action
(CREA), who conducted the study Making The
Invisible Visible: A Study of Maquila Work-

ers in Mexico-2000, in Matamoros. “In the 15
cities surveyed, it would take between four and
five minimum wage salaries to meet the basic
needs of a family of four. This study proves how
maquiladora workers often cannot obtain basic
necessities for themselves or their families. In
addition, these women and their families often
live in close proximity of these factoriesand  §
find that the factories regularly discard chemicalli]
waste into their neighborhoods. The communi- |[G
ties are continually exposed to lead, which is L‘:JE
the primary substance that causes physiological |—'
dysfunctions in children of these communities —EET'
and increases risk of serious illness such as can- @
cer. Ultimately not only human rights are being |[&]
violated but health rights are at stake as well. @
People might argue that this problem does not 'L[,
affect us nor is there much we can do to end )
these abuses. Yet, Professor Maylei Blackwell,
Associate Professor of Chicano Studies at UCLA
believes otherwise. “You're intimately wearing
this [global production line], down to your un-
derwear” she said in her lecture about Maquil- £=h
apolis: a city of factories for American Literaturq]
(ENGL20B) at UCR. She spoke of issues relating][]
to the film such as: free trade, capitalism, and
globalization. The documentary itself portrays
a firsthand look at the conditions these women
must face in their daily lives.

In response, some companies are tak-
ing initiative on improving their “eco-efficacy”
and living conditions for the workers. The
North American Production Sharing, Inc. was
recognized for its efforts in 2011 with “Environ-
mental Leadership Program for Competitive-
ness” which is a program designed to increase
the competitiveness of small and medium size
businesses through training in eco-efficiency
and have worked to improve productivity along
with reducing waste (cisionwire.com). Also in
2011, the Nogales maquiladora industry in col-
laboration with the Esperanza foundation and
the Mexican government provided a housing
program to help build new homes in the region
and aid, to long-term workers, in making house
payments (aliciapatterson.org). Yet there are
still many improvements that must be made for
sanitary and ethical conditions of the maquila-
dora community.
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English News Coverage
By Pablo Reyes

On Tuesday February 7, Univision
Communications Inc. was negotiating
with the Walt Disney Co. to launch of a
24-hour cable news channel in English
in response to demographic changes in
the Latino community and as an attempt
to land its share of the English-speaking
audience. Many people are wondering
why these large television networks want
to create a Latino English channel, when
there are already so many news channels
out there.

% UNIVISION

As of now, networks such as
CNN, FOX, and MSNBC compete to
catch viewers to entice their news chan-
nels in English. A further step taken by
a couple networks is to have their news
English coverage in Spanish for the
Latino community. Like theses television
networks, other forms of news sources
such as magazines, online article web-
sites, newspapers, and even radio station
channels compete to capture the atten-
tion of the Latino audience. Despite of
the various attempts to gain viewers,
there seems to be a vital factor that the
English networks have failed to recog-
nize regarding the views of the Latino
population in the U.S. until now.

Television Network officials have
quietly acknowledged that in order to
maintain and expand viewership, they
need to provide content for new genera-
tions of the Latino audience, particular
that of second and third generation
Latinos.

Univision's and Disney’s Plan For Latino

Univision

By now, most new generations of Latinos,
if not all, learn English as their first lan- -
guage.There still are other Latinos whose
first language remains Spanish. Neverthe-
less in response to the data from the 2010
census, large television networks are now
interested in producing a new of type
news coverage to reach the newer Latino
generations, who do not speak Spanish but
are nevertheless interested in new from all
over Latin America as well as U.S. Span-
ish language news about Latino issues in
North America.

The census in 2010 demonstrated
that U.S. born Latinos make up about
60 percent of the growth, over the past
decade, in the nation’s Hispanic popula-
tion. There is no question this number can
prove to be critical to large news networks
and mainstream media companies. For
instance, FOX News expanded their news
coverage by adding FOX News Latino
website in 2010. Another news network,
the Huffington post, just recently ex-
tended its coverage to reach Latinos with
the Huffington Latino Voices site. Other
networks, like Telemundo and NBC news
divisions, have increased interchanging
their news coverage for their viewers of
various respective networks. Spanish news
networks have also made modifications
such as delivering news in English by us-
ing Tumblr, a blogging platform. Although
this is relatively new and is small change, it
is a growing social media presence.

One may still ask “Doesn’t the
Latino community have enough means of
obtaining news coverage?” The answer can
be simply answered “yes!” However, these
news sources have not taken into account
a huge factor.

Despite the fact that there are nearly 50
million Latinos in the U.S., the major
news networks do not cover news about
what is occurring in the Latino com-
munity on Latin American countries
such as Mexico and Puerto Rico. Jorge
Plasencia, vice president of the National
Council of La Raza and CEO of the His-
panic marketing firm, Republica , said
it is difficult to discuss Latino relevant
issues in depth because news networks
are trying to reach all demographics in
North America. Large Latino populated
cities like Miami, Los Angeles, and New

" York, have some broadcast of stories
relevant to the Latino community, but
national broadcast lags far behind such
type of coverage according to Placencia.

He also suggests, “There is an appetite”

for Latino English news.
UNIVISION

There will be an enormous impact
in politics and social awareness with La-
tino news coverage in English. Before the
November 2012 presidential elections,
the news networks will have time provide
political coverage geared to Hispanics,
granting influential swings in the higher
Latino populated states. Plasencia noted
that, controversial issue such as Arizona’s
Maricopa County Sheriff, Joe Arpaio, and
his forceful efforts to seek out illegal immi-
grants, received significant coverage only
in the Spanish new networks but very little
in English. He also noted, that networks
will take Latino issues mainstream because
other people besides Latinos may be watch-
ing These news channels with an inter-
est in receiving less biased sources than
mainstream English-Only outlets. English-
Speaking Latino market is more diverse
in comparison to the Spanish-language
market. People, particularly more Latinos,
can expect beneficial news from Disney
and Univision, the nation’s largest Spanish
Language media company.
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The Drop Out Issue

By Reema Moosa

In recent years, a popular trend has
been for nationally elected politicians to use
their lofty offices, and their increased access to
mainstream media, as a bully-pulpit to promote
their views on America’s educational crisis. Bill
Clinton pushed for school uniforms and claimed
to be “the education president.” George W.
Bush promoted “No Child Left Behind™ and put
a heavy emphasis on national standards, school
test scores, and holding teachers and principals
accountable. President Barack Obama wants
the United States to regain its status of having
the finest schools in the world and to guarantee
that no child can leave high school without a
diploma or until they reach the age of eighteen.

Meanwhile, back in the real world, there
are huge inequities in the budget and funding
for inner- city schools versus suburban school
districts. Despite the best efforts of committed
G and dedicated teachers, minority students have
g disproportionately high dropout rates from high
school and Latino students still have the high-
@)l est dropout rate when compared to Whites and
other racial groups.

The 2010 census revealed that 16.3%
9| of the U.S. population is Latino. This translates
to 50,5 million people of which 53% are U.S.
born, while 47% are foreign born. Latinos were
historically concentrated in the southwest, the
New York area, and Florida, but now Latinos
Al can be found throughout the South, int he Mid-
G| West: and anywhere with employment opportu-
= nitics,
(&) The causes of dropouts from high school
]| are too complex to summarize here. Some
[E| scholars examine dropouts as a status affecting
'LT| a group of students, while others develop event
)l models to study dropouts at particular times and
@ places.
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My proposal for dealing with the high
dropout rate for Latino/a students is to do
everything possible to intervene in the middle
school and high school years, when students
face so many negative influences such as peer
group pressure, drugs, and alcohol, gangs, and
violence, and sexually active lifestyles when
they can least afford to responsibly start fami-
lies.

But the only meaningful solution is
early childhood education, programs such as
Headstart and preschool, tracking student per-
formance all though elementary school, con-
structive after-school activities and mentoring
through Boys and Girls Clubs and Big Brothers
and Big Sisters and equally important, parental
involvement in their children’s’ schools and
relationship with school teachers, counselors,

& My analysis of Latino dropouts favor
ﬁ examining the phenomenon as a process
1 which occurs over a period of years for Latino
students from underserved communities, low to
@ medium socio- economic status families, and
limited cultural and social capital, all of which
== cumulatively contribute to high Latino dropout
Sl rates by the time students reach high school.
Within the Latino population foreign-
| born adults int he U.S. have a 52% dropout
=i rates, while the native-U.S, born dropout rate
=2l i 25%. Foreign-born adults only have 5% who
L‘l—’l:ﬂ earned GED’s while U.S. born dropouts went
on to earn GED’s 21% of the time.

l’% The Latino population, especially the

EEE]

=l children of recent immigrants or those from mi-

] grant families, often have language and cultural
problems, which may explain why many Latino

5 children begin to fall behind or fail while still

= in elementary school. Research documents that

,@] “on average, the later the remediation is given

5] to a disadvantaged child, the less effective it

[E| is.” Particularly with Latino students, early

=1 intervention in their education helps to develop

[@ both cognitive and necessary non-cognitive

&) skills.

principals and administrators. ;
MiramontﬁEllement School
~ accused of Misconduct

by: Daisy Flores

Recently an investigation has begun
where a teacher’s assistant who is in her 50’s was
sending love letters to a fourth grader; an 11
year old boy. One of the letters read: “when you
get close to me, even if you give me the chills,

I like that, Don't tell anybody about this!” The
teacher’s aide acknowledges writing several let-
ters however she claimed to have done it be-
cause she has a grandmotherly affection for the
boy.

The way the letter starts it is as if she
was confessing her feelings towards her lover.

[n no way does it sound like she is writing this
because she has a “grandmotherly affection”. An-
other thing that catches the attention is that she
is asking the child “[to not] tell anybody about
this!”. If yourdo not have anything to hide then
why try to keep everything a secret?

The mother of the fourth grader went to the Los
Angeles County Sherriff’s Department. The

mother, her son, his teacher and an assistant
principal confronted the teacher’s aide. She did
not deny anything.

The aide no longer works for the school
system, however recently, there have also been
other allegations from that same school where
a teacher named Mark Berndt, 61 years old
was, charged with committing lustful acts on
his students from ages 6 to 10 years old be-
tween 2005 and 2010. What this teacher did is
that he would blindfold the children and would
feed them semen. He would later follow to tape
their mouths shut and then photographs them
in what he referred to as a “game”.

Since, the sexual abuse allegations against mark
Bernt surfaced, another teacher at Miramonte
Elementary School has been charged with

acts against children. There are concerns that
many more victims of sexual abuse may still be
discovered based on photographic evidence of
children who have not yet been identified.

The ramifications of the Miramonte
abuse scandal are devastating. Many children
don't fully understand what has occurred at
their school, and even students who may have
been victimized may not realize what was done
to them. The parents of all the children in their
elementary school are saddened, chocked, and
outraged by all that has happened so quickly.
Many don’t even know how to talk to their chil-
dren or to explain to them what has happened
in language tﬁe young people can understand.
The school district and the school board have |fg
chosen to relocate the entire staff of Miramonte [=
teachers, food service workers, and custodians
to other schools, but with pay, until they can
investigate all possible abuse allegations and
deal with the massive legal and punitive dam-
ages that may result from this scandal once all
known cases and counts of sexual misconduct
are investigated and prosecuted in the court
system. :

555 555555 (5] 5EE] (0

5]

5
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Phota Credit; Los Angeles Times

In the past few days, parents and people
from the community have demonstrated and
are demanding justice, but at the same time
there are tremendous ambiguities and misgiv-
ing as to how the situation Eas been handled
some parents want to remove their children
from Miramonte Elementary School altogether,
while others want their children to be back in
the classroom- even with all new teachers- so
that leaving can occur and a sense of normality
can be returned as soon as possible.

Continued on Pg 18
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Drug, Wars, and the Youth
By Sophia Reyes

Over the past four years, drug cartels in
Mexico have been widely publicized through
the media. It seems as if everyday there is
something on the local news about the men
(and women) that participate in the growing
industry of drug trafficking. However, at-
tention in general has emerged towards the
adolescents (or children) who also partake in
the development of this war.
In December of 2010, Edgar “El Ponchis”
(“The Cloak™) Jimenez Lugo, became one of
the most publicized members of the South
Pacific drug cartel, the reason being that at
the young age of 14 he had killed four victims
and participated in torture and decapitation,
as well. Yet, he is not the only adolescent who
has actively taken part in drug cartels. Oth-
ers, who have been reported on, were adoles-
cents aged 13, 15, and 17.
What seems to be a point of concern in the
midst of this issue is the possibility that the
teenage generation of Mexico will be lost in
this war. When considering the elements of
living standards in Mexico, it is recognized
that more often than not, children learn at
a young age the meaning of labor. It is not
uncommon to see kids on the streets as
vendors, trying to earn a living and contrib-
ute income to their families. That is why it is
not completely unforeseen that young people
are lured in by the prospect of a couple of

after the capture of “El Ponchis’, authorities
captured a 13-year-old girl who was receiv-
ing 8,000 pesos (around $800) for being a
lookout for the Zetas drug cartel (Montalvo).
Teenage participants also exist in California.
as the phenomena of drug cartels spreads to
the United States, yet in Mexico teens are far
more vulnerable due to the extent of poverty.
In Mexico housing is limited and some citi-
zens live in dire conditions. In the communi-
ty of Nezahualcoyotl, on the eastern outskirts
of Mexico City, over 1,000,000 lower-class
Mexicans live in single-room brick structures
erected on land that floods when it rains . In
rural areas conditions can be far worse. “Or-
ganized crime has become a job provider for
a section of the population who don't have

a lot of other options,” said Victor Clark-
Alfaro, director of the Binational Center for
Human Rights in Tijuana.

“These kids are victimizers, but they are

also victims,” stated Miguel Barrera in an
article for the Los Angeles Times. Barrera is
a former gangster who now works to rescue

hundred dollars for their assistance. A month

violent teens from the streets. One mil-
lion youths are considered an easy target
for drug cartels because they are young and
need the money, according to the National
Autonomous University of Mexico. “Young
folk are recruited because they’re potentially
more aggressive and less likely to care about
the consequences than adults. They’ll take
more risks,” said Clark-Alfaro. Most audi-
ences find it hard to accept the fact that so
many of these teenagers are such willing
participants in illicit and violent acts so long
as they receive appropriate payment. “They
don't feel anything that they have murdered
people;,” Psychologist Elizabeth Villegas
argues, who works in a juvenile peniten-
tiary full of minors linked to the drug war.
“They just don’t understand the pain that
they have caused others. Most come from
broken families. They don’t recognize rules
or limits.”

Once these teens are part of drug cartels,
they must be trained to kill. Maria Celeste
Mendoza is one of six teenagers who were
arrested in June 2011 as suspects of the
Zetas gang. She described how the Zetas
trained her use Kalashnikov assault rifles
and other weapons, “I'm a hitwoman” she
confessed to reporters the day of her arrest.
The effect of being trained to commit brutal
murder can bring psychological trauma to
the murderers, especially because they are
so young. Abuse of drugs can lead to ad-
dictions and also have psychological re-
percussions for adolescents causing loss of
self-hood and self-esteem. Mexican soldiers
have said that “El Ponchis” admitted killing
several people while under the influence of
drugs.

So who is there to blame for the behavior
and psychological afflictions of these ju-
veniles? The law and government? Their
families? Society?

There are plenty of arguments that surround

this issue and why teens are inducted in to
the world of drug cartels. The Child Rights
Network in Mexico believes teens are will-
ing to become involved with drug cartels
due to death threats or economic and social

necessity. Jose Luis Cisneros, a sociologist at

the Metropolitan Autonomous University
in Mexico City argues that violence em-
powers them by allowing them to exercise
power over others and to gain respect from
their peers. “Socially, (the children) see the
violence as the only way to make people re-
spect them and as a way to exercise certain
power, something that has been denied to
their families,”

The government can partly be blamed, for
not providing programs to keep kids off of
the streets and away from the violence that
occurs there. The government could be do-
ing more to tackle this issue by providing
more jobs for the youth as well as unem-
ployment benefits and welfare programs
for the needy” The great danger I see in
Mexico,” said author and social commenta-

tor Carlos Fuentes, “is that young Mexicans,

those less than 30 years of age, which is
nearly half of the population, divert from
their destiny and turn to crime .

In terms of justice, it seems only fair for
these criminals to be taken into account for
what they are: minors and victims of the
lack of structure in the economy and gov-
ernment. These teens should be provided
the psychologual and economic support
they need.
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Teatro Chiecano

By Reema Moosa

&S]

@
(G What ie Chicano theatre? At ite high
@] point Chicano theatre ig religion- the huel-
=) a:;isfas de Delano praying at the shrine of
G the Virgen de Guadalupe; at ite low point, it
ie a cuento or a chigte told somewhere in the
I rocesses of the barrio. The Chicano theatre

5 then, ie firet a reaffirmation of life. Luie Valdez
E;j] would arque that this e what all theatre ic cup-
_T! posed to be, but the gringo geco productione
] in the “professional” American theatre are <o
(] anfisepﬁ'c they are antibiotic (anti-life). The
|erﬂ Chicano theatre i¢ real, full of sudor, foo full of
[&] blood and body smelle to be boxed in.
& Unlike the “realictic” European and
&1 the “unrealistic” Oriental theatre, the Chicano
G theatre ie our own, not another imitation of
E m bacho.}ffh we ’&onsider m;; origing, like
= %fea{ero e Mayang or the Aztecs, we
1) ialkin? about som%ihing totally unlike the
5] realistic E(a; and more Chinese and Japanege
Ej in gpirit. guki, for example, started long ago
[B]| ac something like our actos, and evolved into
@] a héghlql exacting art-form, but it evolved from

st

[

I

|

=

L]

belongg to the pueblo japones.

- n Mexico, before the coming of the

m1| white man, the greatest example of fotal the-
|='H atre were, of courge, the human gacrifices. El
% Rabinal Archi, one of he few surviving pieces
=

G| an

of indigenoug theatre, degcribeg the sacrifice
)l of a courageous guerillero, who rather than
]| dying on the block i granted the opportuni
[G] to fight until he ig killed. It is tragedy, natura ’?J
G but it ic all the more tranecendent becauge o

—

@ the guerillero’s identification, through eacrifice,
=1 with God. The only “set” such a drama-ritual

5|55

G

LE’.‘
=1 the rest
&)

5]iE)

Since ite conquest, Mexico’s
theatre hag had to imitate Euro
theatre. Productions of playe b
Calderon de Barea, Tirco de
other clagsice. Nothing ig wrong with that but
it does obgcure the indio fountaing of Chicano

ean and U. S.
Lope de Vega,
lina, among

Luig Valdez would emphagie that the
nature of Chicanoiem calls for a revolutionary
turn in the arte ag well ag in gociety. “Chicano
theatre mugt be revolutionary in technique ag
well a¢ content,” saye Valdez. “It must be popu-
lar to no other critice except the
but it mugt aleo educate the pueb
afprec:;iaﬁon of social change, on and off the
g

ueblo itgelf;
0 toward an

It i particularly important for the Chica-
no theater to draw a digtinction between what
ie theatre and what ig reality. The people mugt
act in reality, not on stage in order to achieve
real change. “A demonetration with thousande
of Chieanos. all carrying flage and picket signg,

CHICANO POWER!
ig not the revolution,” Valdez would say. It ie
theater about the revolution.

But beyond the mage etruggle of La
Raza in the fields and barriog of Ameriea, there

ig an internal struggle in the very corazon of

f

our people. That struggle too ealle for a revolu-
tionary change. “Our belief in God, the church, |G
the cocial role of women, these must be gubject
to examination and redefinition on some kind o
public forum” (Valdez). And that meang theatre.
Not a teatro comFoged of actos or agit-
but teatro of ritua
piritual senaitivity. Thie may require a
couple of generationg of Chicanog devoted to
the uge of the theatre ag an ingtrument in the
evolution of out people. The teatro mugt never
get away from La Raza. if the raza will not
come to the theater, then the theater must go
to the raza.

of mugic, of beauty

Rick Rodriguez, Owner
Asst. Paul Rodriguez

=1 needed wag a stone block; nature took care of

RODRIGUEZ AUTO REPAIR|

Alignment,
Tune-Up,
Brakes

1950 S.Four Wheel Dr. #G
Norco, CA, 92860

(951) 736-6810
1-888-235-0961
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() 1 art. Gomez’s rendition has Cesar Chavez |3
vez Memorial esar (]
G| Miramontes...Continued from Pg 14 Cesarsgljl?nef Espinoza leading farm workers up an incline repre-  [i]
G| senting the struggle they have faced and |5
3| When school resumed on Thursday, Great leaders and heroes all have a G
E February 9, 2012 only about 60% of all students | place in a person heart and memories, es- &
| returned to meet their new teachers, to meet pecially to those who have met or worked E‘ﬂ:'

thh counselors and to write “goodbye” letters to
F]‘ their former teachers.
_JI' The costs of hiring all new employees at Mira-
monte and paying them until the end of June
']| 2012 is expected to be astronomical- probably
[_q in the millions of dollars which the tax payers
[F | will have to pay. Once the investigation of sexual
| abuse is conducted, those teachers who were
moved to other schools may be able to returned
|l on a case by case by case basis. The teachers
il who have now been assigned to Miramonte are
l—” individuals who had been pink-slipped and lost
@) their jobs due to the budgetary crisis that is af-
(G| fecting all of California, but especially the K-12
[@ | schools.
‘|1_Jw Given the large number of minority students
}T[ and Latino students, in particular at Miramonte,
G| | this scandal raises critical issues for minor-
| ity parent, families, and LAUSD communities.
| People are questioning the process by which
| teachers have been hired and how alleged child
QI molesters or sexual abusers could get passed
(G| the interviewing and vetting processes and then
Lﬁ] remain on the job, while abuse continued for
L many years, and even parental or children’s re-
r‘ ports were ignored or denied by school admin-
1strators
IE

Gl vxolated and no price tag can be put on their
“:' loss. Chicano/a parents must find a way to be
=1l more open to their children, even when such
@ aquits topics of conversation may prove to be
@ uncomfortable or embarrassing for family mem-
G| bers. How are parents supposed to teach their
@| children to respect the authority of adults and
@ teachers, in the face of such horrendous viola-
= tions of trust by school employers? Now parents
must become totally involved in the schools

= their children attend and must know who is
teachmg their children, are administrators, prin-
cipals, and counselors fully aware of the climate
and day-to-day practices of classroom teachers.
Sexual predators prey upon the innonces and
trust of children and Mironmente Elementary
School may represent every elementary school,
therefore, this scandal is a wake-up call for not
&l only raza, but for families everyewhere that this
nightmare must end we chicano/as have enough
=l strikes against us at every level of the American
il educational system and other social institu-
tions as well, For the protection of our children
‘ families, and our communities major changes
must be forcefully embraced and brought about
g quickly. -Daisy Flores
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along side such heroes. But for those who
have not heard of such heroes or know
much about them an iconic image can
spark that knowledge of history. Iconic
images come in many shapes and sizes
from photographs, murals, stickers, stat-
ues and much more. These heroes become
immortalized in these images for all to see
and enjoy. One of the greater forms of im-
mortality is through a memorial statue.

In downtown Riverside several stat-
ues of heroes can be found, including Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., Mohandas Gandi,
Ahn Chang-Ho, Eliza Tibbet, and Ysmael
Villgas. Although these leaders represent
various ethnicities and cultures, a Chicano
representation is absent. Therefore the
Latino Network, established in Riverside
in 1993, decided to fundraise for the estab-
lishment of the Cesar Chavez Memorial
in downtown Riverside. It was originally
planned to be complete on March 31, 2012,
but was moved to November. The origi-
nal date was the goal because it signified
Chavez’'s 85th birthday, but because of
fund constraints the date has been pushed
to November.

As of early February the organiza-
tion has fundraised over $200,000 for the
project. The fundraisers have included a
burrito sale, small concerts, golf tourna-
ments, and most recently the ;Si, Se Puede
Comedy Slam on January 14th. With each
fundraiser they come ever so closer to the
$350,000 goal for the project. Along with
these fundraisers they also have an ongo-
ing donation through the Latino Network
website.

Ignacio Gomez, the same person that
designed the Cesar Chavez Memorial in
San Fernando California, designed the
memorial statue being created currently.
The East Los Angeles native from Mexi-
can Immigrant parents is well known for
many- Chicano art pieces, including the
film poster of Edward James Olmos as the
Pachuco from Luis Valdez's “Zoot Suit”
and the poster for the series “Chicano! A
History of the Mexican American Civil
Rights Movement.” As he states on his
website, “I live in two worlds, creating
art to support my family and creating
art to support my community, the Latino
community.” Although he has done art
not considered Chicano art, he satisfies
his artistic hunger by creating Chicano

overcome,

Though many Chicanos know of Ce-
sar Chavez and the Chicano movement,
this memorial as an iconic symbolism of
Chicano history and Chicano leadership
helps expose new generations who previ-
ously had no establishment of this history.
The memorial also expands to other eth-
nicities and promotes Cesar Chavez as a
household name, just as he did in the past
when he influenced numerous Americans
to support the farm workers struggle. The
establishment of the memorial also adds to
the growing recognition of Cesar Chavez's
contribution to the Chicano struggle. This
statue is added to current recognition of
Cesar Chavez in Riverside, which includes
the Cesar Chavez Community Center
at Bobby Bonds Park, the Annual Cesar
Chavez 5K sponsored by Chicano Student
Programs at UCR, the Annual Cesar E.
Chavez Memorial Breakfast and various
murals found around the city. This recog-
nition is not just solely present in River-
side, but nationally as well even though
Cesar Chavez day has been established as
a California State Holiday. ;Si, Se Puede!

If you would like to learn more about
this memorial statue, the artist Ignacio
Gomez or make a donation please visit the
following websites:

www.riversidelatinonetwork.org

WWw.1gnacliogomez.com

or visit the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial

Facebook page

6]

5]

EEEEEEEEEEEEE

©

Nuestra Cosa

EEEEEEEE

Winter / 2012

[EEE]

EE

(5] 5]

(S]]

5]

EEIEEE

&)

5

|5

E"

5]

5!

I

] |l

| S

G]

O HEEEEEHEEEEEEEEEEEE

—

e




e I e T T O S S — J -:'.

PAGE 19

BEEEEEIE D

"f‘i“

A Homeless Man Steals From a Store Just
to Get Away From the Cold Streets
By: Daisy Flores

In Moscow, Russia an indigent assaults
a store in the city of Topki with the intention
of being arrested by the police and put in jail.
His main reason was that he wanted to get
away from the freezing cold streets. Lately in
that region, the temperature has dropped to 30
degrees.

The police said that the suspect entered the
store and demanded to be given a bottle of
vodka by the cashier while threating him/her
with a knife. The only thing ironic about this is
that he left with nothing.

When the homeless person was put in
jail, (he was not identified because of consid-
eration of privacy and protection) he said that
what pushed him to attempt to rob the store
was that he had no other way out. He wanted to
be taken to jail because he knew that he would
be warm and have warm food.

Before all of this, this suspect had al-
ready tried to kill his supervisor who had fired
him from his job. However, he was not arrested
for this, though no explanation was provided as
to why not.

D@’l@@@@@@@@@@@@l@@@@@ 9)
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(My opinion) Seeing this makes me
want to relate this topic to the homeless people
here in Riverside or in Los Angeles where
B there is an increase in the number of indigent
people who live on the streets. Many of them
are struggling to survive'in a society where
they discriminated against just because of their
social class. Walking in downtown Riverside or
in East Los Angeles, you begin to see a change
of appearance on the streets. There is more
poverty in the downtown places of these areas.
Many homeless people are not getting the help
they used to have access to before the housing
bubble burst and the recession, foreclosures,
and bank bailouts took place. All types of
E] programs have been subject to cutbacks both
in Sacramento and throughout local communi-
ties in virtually every county in California. The
consequences of homelessness used to be

HEEEEEEE

G5

a decidedly male Phenomenon, but now we
increasingly see women and children forced to
live on the streets. Most middle-class people
and families are literally on pay check or missed
mortgage payment away from homelessness.

Many displaced people have been
dependent on going to homeless shelters to re-
ceived aid such as clothes, warm food, a pace to
sleep. But of this support is no longer funded.
This is an example of why many people who
have lost everything, prefer to be in jail or will
commit some type of crime, (big or small), just
to get off the streets.

If there is an increase in help and aid to
these people, we might see a decrease amount
of street crime in society.

At times, we also have to remember that
if we are going through som tough times, there
are people who are dealing with things that are

Ehmmmmm

far more difficult than what may be troubling
us.

Path of Life Ministries Family Shelter
951-275-8755

2530 Third St

Riverside, CA 92507

5

I Care Shelter Home 951-354-2273
P.O.Box 749

Riverside, CA 92502

Recommended Shelter

Circle of Hope Family Shelter 951 278-2215
10.83 miles from city center Riverside

420 W Harrison St

Corona, CA 92880
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been distributed to this community in
Chihuahua, Mexico. Although the Rara-
muri often receive aid because of food

aid,” Fox Reports.
The reality is that Raramuri communi-

=]
- PAGE 20 0
G (5]
“—] Severe Famine in Tarahumara ern part of Mexico. They have inhabited als that have not received the aid they [r’] .
[%.‘ N -y this remote area for around five hundred need. They live in more isolated areas H
5] (Raramuri) Communities years. They live in caves, under cliffs and that take about 6-8 hours to reach on foot. |
[j By: Rossi Oliva in small wood and stone cabins (Mexico “We cannot leave them adrift like that,” I@|
G Indigenous Tarahumara communities  Travel Guide). The Raramuri tend to live  said Mexico City resident Samuel Lopez, @
[:] (or Raramuri as they prefer to be called), long distances from each other, so running who dropped off rice, beans, crackers and E_Ltj ‘
[G| long known for their running abilities, became an important mode of transporta- canned tuna at a donation center (Tuc- 1§
GI have been suffering from hunger due to tion. Their staple food items include corn,  son Sentinel). “They are our brothers,” ﬁ
G| 2 severe drought this season. Fifty people  beans, and squash. Raramuri communities the Tucson Sentinel reported. But, as Fox E[
& were said to have committed suicide evaded complete Spanish destruction of News Latino reports, the Red Cross is con- EE],‘}
l"i because they were not able to feed their their language and culture. During Span- sidering the situation a food emergency. EI]
=1 children (Los Angeles Times). However, ish colonization in the 1600s, Raramuri “Last year, the Red Cross made two expe- &
2 this was a false report used to draw atten-  communities fled higher into the Sierra ditions into the mountains to bring food, ﬁf
| tion to the Raramuri plight (Los Angeles  Mountains to elude capture. Many had to  but this year there will be three, the latest 2
Times). Drought and a freeze destroyed flee higher up the mountains in the most delivery consisting of 270 metric tons of o]
E‘ much of their crops, such as corn, beans, remote locations. food and 5,000 blankets. The government @J
[@ and squash (Los Angeles Times). Aid has says it has also sent millions of dollars in  |@]
5]
1§

ties live in poverty and hunger, and are &
G| shortages, this year they were hit espe- often in need of food aid. Severe drought |[g
G cially hard. The Raramuri community had causes food shortages where many cannot |G
not seen a drought this severe in over 70 find a morsel to eat. Although they often  |F r
g years. Food bags were distributed among go through food shortages, Mexico itself &
B the popu}ahpn of abogt 2_20,000, with one is not in a food crisis. As Mexican officials @
ﬁ bag per family. Yet, this aid will likely only and citizens took notice of the food short- =
F‘ - last them a month. The Raramuri commu- ages, many lent a helping hand to provide @
Il nity is very impoverished and is usually aid to the Raramuri. But we must not look |=i
in need of food aid every year because of far to see those who often go hungry or ’E
1ln drought. Long—term solutions need to be who do not have a place where they can 5]
[ soughtin order to provide for the basic rest their head. We can learn from Mexi- |l
[@l needs of this community. Food drives have taken place in El can citizens who put in time and effort to |||
@ Paso, Juarez, and across Mexico in re- help their fellow brothers and sisters. Itis |
& sponse to news reports in recent weeks in these situations that we must ask our- [
[ about the hunger crisis (El Paso Times). selves what Martin Luther King Jr. once

While food aid has been provided to most  said, “Life’s most persistent and urgent
Raramuri communities, there are isolated  question is, “‘What are you doing for oth—
communities of less than 100 individu- ers?”

5
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Oliva’s Carpet Cle-aning

G

Shampoo Carpet Cleaning and Home Painting
Interior and Extérior
Quality work at an

15]5]

=
13

r@ affordable price )
L:_'E.l Free Estimates
] The Raramuri are famous for their Call (760) 987-6853

&

long-distance running. They are admired Se habla Espanol
for this ability around the world. Mara-

thons are sometimes held in their commu-

nities to display their athletic abilities and

to celebrate their lifestyle. They live in the

Sierra Madre Mountains in the northwest-
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Chicano Student Programs
C

elebrates 40th Anniversary
by Patricia Lopez

“40 Years of Family, Pride &
Heart” reads the home page to the Chi-
cano Student Programs website. CSP has
been at UC Riverside since 1972 providing

§EEEEHEEEHEE]
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courage academic success and retention

students at UCR to provide a space for first
generation students entering the university

staff now likes to refer to CSP as the “home
away from home" because it provides stu-
dents with a welcoming environment that
they are familiar with and it makes their tran-
sition from High School to college easier.

Through interviewing John Valdez,
current Budget, Personnel and Program As-
sistantat CSP, it has become noticeable that
CSP is truly a tight-knit community and a fa-
milia to the Chicano Latino students looking
for a place on the UCR campus that is famil-
iar and comfortable. When | say comfortable
I am referring to the safe space that CSP is,
students feel comfortable going to CSP and
expressing their feelings about the Raza
issues in the community and on campus.
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Despite the new waves of students
that come in every year, CSP has remained
consistent with its mission statement. They
continue to foster the growth of Chicano
Latino students. According to Mr. Valdez. in
the past five years the population of the Chi-
cano Latino students at Riverside has in-
creased over 5%, over 6,000 students, and
CSP hag adapted to the growing population
of Latino students by increasing its officeé
space. Its current location, 145 Costco Hall,
allows for better programming and more
availability of educational services. It is also
conveniently located in the center of cam-
pus and near the Highlander Union Build-

)

the Chicano Latino population at UCR with §,
supportive services and programs that en- |

ing, more recently known as the Commons,
making CSP more accessible to students.

CSP was founded by both Raza faculty and g -

who needed support away from home. The

When CSP began however, it was
located across the hall from the Mexican
American Studies Department, according
to Professor Carlo Cortes. Professor Cor-
tes, was here at UCR since CSP was cre-
ated and he recalls that CSP was thought
of because RAZA students and staff both
wanted to separated academics as well
as student affairs. This they did, and CSP
soon became a place that encouraged
leadership development in the Chicano
Latino community. In the years to come
Professor Cortes foresees a development
of identity issues arising in the Latino com-

‘munity. He believes that Latinos who are |,

offspring of mixed marriages will face an
issue of identity. Professor Cortes says,
“CSP will get students who come in with
a new awareness of our presence” refer-
ring to the Latinos who will identify with
new ethnicities will embrace as well as they
have their Latino background. In the follow-
ing years CSP will grow in terms of diver-
sity within the Chicano Latino community.

Today, CSP celebrates the growth
of their space and programming that they
have developed thought-out their forty
years within the Chicano Latino commu-
nity at UCR. Many students clubs and or-
ganizations have risen with the help of
the CSP staff and faculty and continue
to strive with the help and resources that
CSP has to offer. Ballet Folklorico de UCR,
Teatro Quinto Sol, Brown Issues, La Fa-
milia- de UCR, MECHA, PODER, and
Raza Assembly are only a few of the or-
ganizations and clubs that CSP supports.

CSP is at UCR to_stay and contin-
ue fostering the Chicano Latino students

especially our first-generation students.
With the increase in the population of La-
tino students attending UCR every year, we
can expect CSP to keep striving and grow-
ing, maybe even receiving a bigger budget
that can continue to make the programs
and services now available also available
for all future Chicano Latino Highlanders.

Violence in Honduras and the
U.S. Peace Corps
by Andrew Rivera
A continuous wave of violent
crimes in Honduras has led U.S. Peace
Corps officials to terminate all volun-
teer projects currently situated in the
Central American country. Peace Corps
spokeswoman from Washington, Kris-
tina Edmunson, claimed that there was
no single cause for the decision; rather,
the long history of growing violence has
proven to be too unsafe for volunteers.
Honduras President Porfirio Lobo stated
that Peace Corps volunteers had been
affected by rising crime, but even he did
not acknowledge any specific happen-
ings as reasons for the withdrawal. How-
ever, Peace Corps Journals, an online
portal for blogs by Peace Corps volun-
teers, displayed an entry about an armed
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robbery where a volunteer was shot in
the leg; this was likely an influential fac-
tor in the decision to pull out. No official
comments could be found regarding this
alleged incident.

Continued on Page 24
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By: Ménica Bernal

In recent years elected officials from Sheriff Joe
Arpaio to Gov. Jan Brewer have all made careers in Ari-
zona off of an anti-Raza platform. This past May 2011
HB 2281 was passed. This law has been used to target
the Mexican-American Studies (MAS) curriculum in the
Tucson Unified School District. Arizona’s Superinten-
dent John Huppenthal threatened to take away $15
million in annual state aid if the MAS program was not
terminated.

In January, HB 2281 made illegal classes that “pro-
mote the overthrow of the Untied States government”,
those that “promote resentment toward a race or class
of people’; or “advocate ethnic solidarity instead of the
treatment of pupils as individuals” The actions of the
state included the removal and banning of the follow-
ing books from the classrooms: Critical Race Theory,
by Richard Delgade and Jean Stefancic, 500 Years of
Chicano History in Pictures, edited by Elizabeth Mar-
tinez, Message to Aztlan, by Rodolfo Corky Gonzales,
Chicano! The History of the Mexican Civil Rights Move-
ment, by F. Arturo Rosales, Occupied America, by Ro-
dolfo Acuia, Pedagogy of the Oppressed, by Paulo
Freire, and Rethinking Columbus: The Next 500 Years,
by Bill Bigelow.

With regard to these attacks, as a way to struggle
for a response, to try and find some sort of resolution,
and more significantly, as a resistance to this colonial
education, | decided to intérview scholar activist Ernes-
to Bustillos. He was active in what is known in Raza his-
tory as “the last period of struggle” (The Chicano Power
Movement 1965-1975). After the movement was mili-
tarily defeated by the U.S. government and its police
agencies, Ernesto continued to struggle for Raza self-

Ernesto Bustillos speaks at the 2010 Chicano Mexicano
Prison Project Conference in San Diego.

determination and was a founder and the only original
member still currently active in Union del Barrio, an or-
ganization formed in 1981. He has also taught history
and Chicano/a Studies in the San Diego City Schools.

“Any situation in which some men prevent oth-
ers from engaging in the process of inquiry is one of
violence; ...to alienate humans from their own deci-
sion making is to change them into objects.” -Paulo
Freire

MB: Can you give me your thoughts on the evo-
lution of Chicano Studies? Can you elaborate on both
the positive and negative outcomes of Chicano Stud-
ies? Over the years do you think Chicano Studies has
changed from its original goals? From its inception was
Chicano Studies an empowering tool, and would you
agree that people treat it as a history course that has
led it to loose some of its power?

EB: First of all, we must start with a historical fact:
Chicano Studies was given birth by the Chicano Power
Movement of the late 1960s, who along with other lib-
eration struggles, here within the belly of the beast and
throughout the “Third World’, were struggling against
capitalism, colonialism, imperialism, and all forms of
oppression.

We also know that from its inception, the capital-
ist-imperialist ruling class, which governs the United
States, was opposed to the implementation of any form
of Chicano/a Studies and any studies that provided for
the liberation of oppressed nations and workers. Any
form of empowering the “people” was to be opposed.

Hence, the system used whatever means neces-
sary to keep Chicano/a Studies off the campus. This
included all forms of sabotage, from defunding/under-
funding, questioning the legitimacy of this particular
science, hiring of non-progressive and non-revelu-
tionary faculty, and the constant exploitation of "dif-
ferences” found with the movement and the field of
Chicano/a Studies itself.

We can characterize the first few years of
Chicano/a Studies, with all its internal and external
problems, as an empowering and people’s science.
Students were encouraged to use the knowledge that
they had acquired to solve problems facing Raza and
other oppressed communities. Many of the Chicano/a
Studies instructors themselves, were in one form or
another, involved in the “Movimiento” (Chicano Power
Movement).

We argue that this pos:twe nature of Chicano/a
Studies (1968 to 1975) existed due to the relationship
and support it had with the over struggle of the Chi-
cano Mexicano Movement and other liberation move-
ments that were struggling for liberation at that time:
Black Power, Asian-Pacific Islander, and American Indi-
an Movements. It was further supported and inspired
by the national liberation movements that were com-
ing down in Latin America, Africa, and Asia.

During this short period, Chicano/a Studies was
able to raise the social consciousness of thousands of
Raza, leading many of them to join the Chicano Move-
ment. It also was able to create a significant degree of
unity among the oppressed people, especially between
Raza and African Americans. Many of its graduates be-
came activists within various progressive social groups
and some joined or where central to the creation of
Revolutionary formations (La Raza Unida Party, CASA,
Committee On Chicano Rights, etc.)

- But by1975, as a result of the COINTELPRO (Coun-
ter Intelligence Program), with the destruction or neu-
tralization of the various power and liberation move-
ments of that period, Chicano/a Studies no longer

RESISTANCE TO COLONIAL EDUCATION'

| CHICANO STUDIES |
TODAY,

UNI VERSITIES
TOMORROW !

had the mass and militant support that would keep its
progressive and revolutionary character. Most, within
a short period of time (1980) became neutralized and
watered-downed.

Chicano/a Studies was no longer an empowering-
activist “living” science. It became what many of us
called, “a dead science”. It became narrow, sterile, ab-
stract, institutionalized, and detached from the prob-
lems facing our communities. Unfortunately, most
Chicano/a Studies instructors and professors welcome
the “new situation” as it meant less work for them —they
could simply just teach and not be politically active on
campus and in the community.

MB: Why is Chicano Studies necessary, why does
it exist, is it racist, how should it be funded?

EB: Chicano/a Studies is necessary as it is an edu-
cational space where Raza and other peoples betome
conscious of a particular area of history, culture, poli-
tics, and economics, not taught in any other science.
It is particularly important, as it is a science created by
the masses of the people and not the elite oppressor
criminal class —~and thus, a science that struggles in the
interest of the oppressed. Liberation cannot take place
without the social consciousness that Chicano/a Stud-
ies provides,

Definitely Chicano/a Studies is not racist. In fact,
it anti-racism, as it is a science based on the fact that
“racism”is a form of oppression used against the Raza-
Latino community and other oppressed nations. Its
content attacks the foundations of racism by explain-
ing its contradictions as it relates to the history and cul-
ture of the Raza community.

As to funding, as long as our community is taxed
by the capitalist-colonial settler society, we must de-
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mand programs that serve the interests of La Raza. On
the other hand, we also argue, that we should never be
dependent on our oppressors. This means that Raza
must move toward the creation of our educational
and cultural institutions, funded by our community.
Hence, we proposed that we take a dual and dialectical
approach to the question of funding the educational
system. But all times, control of education must be in
the hands of those who directly represent the masses
of our community: the workers and the poor.

“If the structure does not permit dialogue the
structure must be changed” -Paulo Freire

MB: Can you explain the White Power Structure
and its role in perpetuating ignorance and oppression
and how it correlates with education as a whole, and in
specific Chicano/Raza Studies?

EB: When we refer to"White Power," we are talking
about the fact that at this particular period in history,

the White/European community. This particular sec-
tor uses racism and white supremacy to win over the
great majority of white people —its middle and working
class- to assist them in the oppression and colonization
of non-European peoples. This process and structure
is known to us as the “White Power Structure” A pro-
cess that works 24 hours a day to keep us both physi-
cally and psychologically oppressed. It not only keeps
our community ignorant, but also the great majority
of white people, as in the final analysis, racism works
against the interests of white people since racism sepa-
rates them from world humanity and has made them
the most hated people in the world. While they enjoy
material wealth compared to the rest of the world, rac-
ism has damaged their sense of humanity.

MB: Now that we agree that the White Power
Structure is behind this type of oppression do you think
there has been mare vigilance on behalf of the state
since the peak of the movement?

EB: Chicano/a Studies and all liberating sciences
are more important now than at any time in the history
of La Raza and the world. We say this, because more
and more, the capitalist-imperialist system is depend-
ing on psychological weapons (schools, media, reli-
gion, etc.) as a means to oppress the world’s peoples
and nations. -

MB: Historically, the U.S. has always held xeno-
phobic laws towards Raza. Do you think it is important
that people have-a collective memory, and more im-
portantly, how do we motivate people to work collec-
tively to not only remember the people’s history, but to
elevate people around the issues of organizing for the
interest of everyone.

EB: | think it was Malcolm X who said that history
to a people -are like roots to a tree. Ybu kill the roots
and the tree will die. So yes, collective memory is im-
portant if we are to survive as a free people.

We also push forward the historical truth that only
when we are organized can any fundamental change
take place. The capitalist-imperialists understand this
very well, This is why their history is full of examples of
organizing armies,; corporations (combining funds to
extract more resources from the masses), educational
systems, and so forth. The capitalists are the best-or-
ganized people in the world. This means that to defeat
them and win our liberation, we should be, at least, as
organized as them. To us, collectivism means organiza-
tion.

“ .. Without a sense of identity, there can be no
real struggle...” -Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Op-
pressed

MB: Recently Arizona has received most of the
publicity for a lot of the anti-Raza laws that have been
passed, Do you think that it is due to remnants of the

those who hold power and oppress us, are sectors of .

movement and its effect on the people, even at a sub-
conscious level? What I'm trying to say is, if places like
Mississippi and Nebraska had, like the southwest, insti-
tuted forty years of Raza Studies in some form, do you
think there would be a higher intensity from the Raza
there to fight off these racist laws?

EB: We understand the current attacks against
Raza in Arizona are nothing new, but something we
have faced since the first years of European occupation.
Historically, the “control” of the human and resources of
Arizona has been a problem for white people. Indig-
enous-Mexicans have always maintained a degree of
freedom from the white settler population. Arizona has
been the scene of dozens of major “Indian Wars" and
Mexican workers struggles (mine strikes, etc.). Most
Indigenous-Mexican people were never brainwashed
to see being white as being right. This has always been
problematic for the white settlers in Arizona.

Thus what we have seen, within the last two de-
cades or so, is the uniting and coming to power of the
reactionary-fascist wing of the ruling capitalist-impe-
rialist class around the idea that Mexicanos must be
oppressed at all costs if they are to survive as a “ruling
European class”, They are terrified of Mexicans and are
willing to commit genocide to save their white skins
and material interests.

MB: As a retired educator, and more importantly
as the founder of multiple pro Raza organizations such
as the Association of Raza Educators (ARE), you have
always pushed for Raza Studies, not only in higher edu-
cation, but for it to begin from K-12. Do you think Raza
Studies is not implemented at such a young age due
to the fact that these children would grow up and be
strong individuals in terms of identity politics? How
much more advanced do you think this population
would be, and are children not educated in this way in
order to oppress a certain
population?

EB: First of all, | am
not a retired educator,
rather -| have retired from
the district | worked at for
almost 30 years. | contin-
ue to teach Raza Studies
and Multicultural Studies
whenever an opportunity
arises. | also give lectures
and presentations at Es-
cuela Aztlan (a project of
Unidn del Barrios), commu-
nity-barrio foros, Chicano/a
Studies Conferences, and
at Student (High School
and College) Conferences.

Having said that, the
reality is that Chicano/a
Studies finds itself in a dis-
mal situation. As in most
cases, the professors no
longer practice a pedagogy
that serves the oppressed;
there are extremely few
teachers with the capacity
to teach Chicano/a Studies.
This means that even if stu-
dents have a Raza teacher,
they still don't receive an
education that Is relevant
to their history and the cur-
rent situation in which they
exist. La Raza is facing an
education that needs to be
resolved immediately.
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If today, we had a situation were significant num-
ber of students, of all races/nationalities were receiv-
ing Raza Studies and Multicultural Studies, definitely
we would have a different society —one that would be
a lot more egalitarian, justice, and peaceful (no wars,
etc.). The capitalists,.who benefit from injustice and
war, know this, and this is precisely why they oppose
Chicano/a Raza Studies.

MB: Do you find it symbolic that Rudy Acuia'’s
book Occupied America was one of the books that
were banned? What do you think that means especially
given that he has been pinned or dubbed, the father of
Chicano Studies.

EB: This is why we have referred to the ruling
clique in Arizona as the “reactionary-fascist wing of the
ruling capitalist-imperialist class”. Fascism is the direct,
undemocratic, brutal rule of the rich (corporations).
Fascism has no respect for law and democracy and usu-
ally shows its face when capitalism can longer control
the masses through its lying and deceptive institutions
(schools, media, religion, etc.).

This is why they have banned books related to the’

Raza Mexicano experience. Hence, it is only natural for
them to attacked Rudy Acuna’s book, as the title itself
~"Occupied America”- exposes the illegality of their
stealing of resources and illegal occupation of Indige-
nous-Mexican land. | don't think most have ever read
the books that they are banning; their fear of their il-
legal status is what is driving their politics,

In an objective way, we argue that what is hap-
pening in Arizona has its positives: it is waking up our
people to the causes of their oppression, who their
friends and allies really are, and the role that the neo-
colonialists (Vendido Hispanic types) have played in
enabling the white settlers to oppress them,

iVenceremos!

Association of Raza Educators

6th ANNUAL
STATEWIDE
CONFERENCE

TO REGISTER OR FIND
MORE INFORMATION:

www.razaeducators.org
www.aresandiego.com

LOCATION:

LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL
4777 IMPERIAL AVE.,
SAN DIEGO, CA 82113
TIME:

B8:00-2:00PM
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Mex Games, Continued from page 5

For Mexicans, as well as Mexican
Americans living in the United States, the op-
portunity to represent Mexico has become a
lot easier thanks to MexGames, a multi-sport
competition that takes place in Los Angeles on
April 2-8. The week-long event is sponsored by
CONADE (Comisién Nacional de Cultura Fisica
Y Deporte) which invests its budget resources
to promote equal opportunities for participa-
tion and excellence in sports. Bernardo de la
Garza, the general director of Mexico’s.na-
tional sports federation, expressed that his
country has turned its back on U.S. athletes
of Mexican heritage, only to watch the likes
of boxer Oscar de la Hoya and wrestler Henry
Cejudo win Olympic glory in the red, white and
blue.
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De la Garza believes that it is more
about opening doors rather than crossing bor-
ders. The tournament hopes to attract many
young athletes from all over the United States.
With various sports competitions in the Olym-
pics, MexGames narrows its search to athletes
that participate in boxing, judo, wrestling, tae
kwon do and women'’s soccer.

5]
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In order to participate, athletes must
have been born in Mexico or have at least one
parent who was born there. There is no fee for
participants and all athletes will be accommo-

=1 dated with free meals and transportation. This
il once-in-a-lifetime opportunity allows people
I8 of Mexican descen to be evaluated by Mexi-
]| can scouts. Each player who is worthy to train
with the Mexican National Team in the various
disciplines will be given the opportunity to
go back to Mexico for a formal National Team

?
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MexGames

1]

5

The green, white and red colors are under-
represented in the highly competitive Summer
Olympics. With a total of 12 gold medals, 18
silver medals, and 25 bronze medals, in vari-
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ous events like swimming, cycling, and tae-
kwon-do Mexico seems to trail behind coun-
tries like Argentina and Brazil.. MexGames
hopes to change all that. De la Garza believes
that in order to be successful, and to bring the
numbers up, it is crucial that they find newer
and younger talent. “There is the potential of
this sports competition in California to have
thousands, 5,000 someday,” De la Garza said.
“That’s what | think should be the long-term
goal. You have to do your best to try different
things if you want to have different results”.
Garza also expressed that something like this
has never been done before but it is necessary
in order to uplift the Mexican Olympic spirit.

" 4

CONADE

This week long competition will be hosted in
the Los Angeles area on April 2-8. If you feel
you have what it takes to compete, sign up for
the chance of a lifetime and represent your
country well.

officials and security experts link the disturbing

murder rates to the drug trade. Cartels from
Mexico apparently use Central America—spe-
cifically Honduras—as an alternative route

to avoid inspections and increased security.
Within the past few years alone nearly $50 mil-
lion has been contributed by the U.S. to assist
Honduras with programs to train various law
officials as a means of deterring the crime rate.
However, many citizens of Honduras claim that
the level of corruption within government and
law enforcement agencies has risen steadily
since the overthrow of President Jose Manuel
Zelaya in 2009: an overthrow which was likely
generated by a stronger presence of organized
criminals in government affairs.

5I5]

This decision to remove all volunteer
services from Honduras leaves an unfortunate
sense of hopelessness for the Honduran popu-
lation. Peace Corps volunteers have-been work-
ing in Honduras since 1963, but the level of
danger has grown substantially since that time.
A reputation of nearly fifty years of volunteer
services is now lost because of the acts of sev-
eral criminally-minded individuals. Although

the number of Peace Corps volunteers in the

Peace Corps, Continued from Page 21

Peace Corps officials decided to with-
draw their 158 volunteers from Honduras in
mid-January and canceled plans to send 29 re-
cruits to complete their fraining. In the neigh-
boring countries of Guatemala and El Salvador,
officials decided to keep the 335 volunteers
already placed in those regions, but not to send
the 76 recruits who were planning to begin
training there next month. These three coun-
tries make up the“northern triangle” of Central
America, an area afflicted by a string of violent
episodes primarily related to drug trafficking
and gang conflicts. Honduras reportedly has
one of the highest per capita murder rates in
the world: with an unsettling 159 murders per
100,000 people, the city of San Pedro Sula was
ranked the most violent city last year; El Sal-
vador follows closely behind with a homicide
rate of 66 killings per 100,000 inhabifants, ac-
cording to the UN. in 2011. Law enforcement

country was rather small, the opportunities

that they offered for assistance were immea-
surable. President Porfirio Lobo recognized
that the growing vielence has brought down
the effectiveness of volunteers working on HIV
prevention, water sanitation, and youth proj-
ects in cities throughout Honduras. There is no
telling what the impact—if any—of the volun-
teers leaving will be; yet, there certainly will be
at least a few small groups of people who have
lost some much needed aid and support. The
chances for helping a crime-ridden country
have been lost for now; it is likely that any fu-
ture plans for volunteers in the country will be
postponed indefinitely. Dana Frank, a history
professor for the University of California with
a background of research in Honduras claims
that “It’s a welcome step toward the United
States recognizing that they have a disastrous
situation in Honduras.” Perhaps a country such
as Honduras can only be helped by a drastic
change in international measures; so far, the
current approaches for aid have only proven to
be exercises in futility.
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Beware: Reading This May

Cause Cancer
By Brenda Ivonne Olguin

Cancer is the twentieth century bubonic
plague, devastating the Latino/Chicano
communities by the hundreds. One out of
two men and one out of three women will
be diagnosed with cancer by the age of 62,
before retirement age. Studies indicate that
14,400 men and women on average have
passed away from a cancer in 2009 stud-
ies. This six letter word reflects of a com-
plex science, good cells gone abnormal,
and often called carcinomas, each named
according to the stage in which they are di-
agnosed. This new disease sweeping across
the Latino/Chicano community should be
alarming. Among the leading cancers with-
in the Latino/Chicano communities are
colon, stomach, prostate, breast, lung, liver,
lymphoma and leukemia. Latino children
from 0 to 14 have the highest cancer rates
for leukemia than children from other eth-
nic backgrounds. How do we get these can-
cers? There are various factors that explain
the causes of cancers or etiology of cancer
diagnosis such as: carcinogens found within
water and air quality; smoking tobacco;
excessive alcohol consumption; or, genes
may be the culprit. Diets, or lack there, of,
are crucial to diagnosing and treating can-
cer. Often times, we believe that the food
we consume is relatively good because it is
being sold in reputable stores and markets.
The Food and Drug Agency must approve
consumer health products, before they have
been sold in the U.S.,, therefore, they must
be good. It may sound logical enough that
there is an agency that regulates the quality
of food; however, just because it is sold in
the market, does not mean that it is good
for you. Nevertheless, research and testing
show that many carcinogenic agents have
been found within the foods that we eat.
Much of what is consumed nowadays is
plagued by some sort amount of pesticides
or hormones. This is frightening. Despite
regulatory agencies food quality is dimin-
ishing, In recent news, high amounts of ar-
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grapes; also, there is controversial specula-

senic have been used to preserve apples and

tion that growth hormones promoted by
Monsato have been injected into cows to
increase the production of milk, yet these
products have shown to have adverse affects
on humans. As cliché as it may sound, it is
better to choose the lesser of the two evils.
Consider, the benefits and qualities of a
hamburger and fries versus those of a glass
of milk. But who has time to think about
what they are going to make, when it is just
easier to think, “Where am I going to eat.”
Juggling essays, doing homework, trying
to complete an exercise regimen, working
at one or two jobs, and having to cope with
the daily stresses of a social life, cooking is
not factor; considering, that it takes longer
to prepare a meal than to actually eat it.
But, believe it, or not, making the attempt

to change one’s eating habits actually makes-

a difference in preventing or lowering one’s
risk of being diagnosed for cancer. As the
saying goes: Es mejor prevenir que lamen-
tar. Speaking to an oncologist from Tijuana,
Mario Barajas M.D., states that it is much
better to eat a bowl of frijoles everyday than
to eat fried or grilled foods. No pun intend-
ed, but beans are a great source of antioxi-
dants, protein, and they provide the blood
with the iron necessary to carry oxygen
from red blood cells to the cells of the body,
which is helpful in preventing or keeping
certain cancers in remission. (Include the
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research done on the qualities of beans).
Sure it takes about two hours to steam fri-
joles, but if you make enough the supplies
can last up to a week, and you save yourself
gas money (but maybe not gas), as well as
and those 20 dollars you spend on eating
out. Most importantly, it helps your overall
health. I am not trying to limit the amounts
of food one eats; however, but to encourage
to make healthier nutritional choices for
their day-to-day meals. Although there are
hopes that a cure for cancer will be found
some day, and we hear about longer fiver-
year survival rates for different cancers, but
there are still real risks that may contribute
to a cancer diagnosis, despite the improved
qualities of life that may be available to oth-
ers who have chosen to change their per-
sonal lifestyles, but beyond changes in the
individual lifestyles, it may be advisable for
whole communities that are high risk for
cancer to collectively commit themselves
to develop community gardens, where one
may know how the fruits and vegetables
are being grown and for whole families to
participate in our communities. Support-
ing local community gardens builds a better
social life, and may lead to more positive
outcomes. It may take some time from

our busy schedules, but when it comes to
our health: our well being ought to be our

priority.
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LLos Vasuez Sounds

by: Gloria Guzman
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5)| Adele Laurie Adkins, who is only 23 years
@“] old, is now an incredibly famous songwriter
[@)and singer. Do people really know how she
[G|began her career as a singer? Adele, was
[Goffered a recording contract after her friend
G| posted one of her songs as a demonstration.
=] Where? On the social website “My-space.”
% Now, popularly recognized for her two hits:
& “Roll'mg in the deep” and *“Someone like
] you”, Adele has inspired many children,

G| adolescents, and adults with her beauti-

|——1| ful high pitched voice and wonderful lyr-
ics. Recently, a group of “Tres Hermanos
Mexicanos’ brought the attention of many
people after doing Adele’s music cover
“Rolling in the Deep.”

l
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=
=] As many of us know, nowadays, so-
@ cial networking websites are significant to

[_1| society. It is a way to communicate, adver-
1 tise and to even obtain a sort of so-called
l[le ‘fame’. Recently, a Mexican trio is well

QJ known thanks to their talent, and their mu-
@]} sic cover upload on YouTube on November
[@] 10, 2011.The band is now known as “Los-
@] Vasquez Sounds™ for uploading their first
lg cover video “Rolling in the Deep™” which
G| hit over | milion within one week of post-
g ing it.

.,

EEEEE

The trio cosits of siblings: Ten year
@] old Angela Vasquez (vocals,) Aberlrdo
@G| Vasquez (guitar and piano), and Gustavo
G| Vasquez (drums.) Originally from Mexicali
Baja California Sur, Mexico also known
as “La ciudad del Sol.” Mexicali is well
known for being_the capital of Baja Cali-
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fornia and for being a border city with the

U.S which lies next to Calexico, California.

Even though Mexicali has rised in current

delinquency and the society’s low econom-
ic status, ‘Los Vasquez Sounds’ have chosen

to pursue their hobbies and goals and have

begun an artistic life focused on music. Los

Vasquez Sounds reached up to 14 million
views on YouTube in December, which is
only a month after their first video upload.
A week later they released another youtube
video this time: “All I want for Christmas

is you. They hit 356,000 followers on Face
book by Christmas Day.” They even earned
“air time on Spanish television, CNN and
(Unknown)

Good Morning America.”

Not only are the Vasquez Sounds a sensa-
tion on YouTube but also they are a sensa-
tion and bring a feeling of pride to their
hometown, Mexicali BC. But as usual,
there will always be negative and positive
feedback to a new band’s progress. Even
though there haye been many compliments
and optimistic viewpoints regarding the
widespread media hits, there is the bad on
down side as well. Some call it negative
critiques, others racism. For example, some
mention that since they live in “Mexico”
the only reason why they are doing this

is to come to the United States to become
famous and get “dollar bills.” Furthermore
some claim that “Los Vasquez” are Mexi-
cans and are singing an English song which
has somehow been edited because in real-
ity ‘Angelas’ (singer) accent would be too
noticeable. Therefore, people argue that she
does not know how to sing everything is
thanks to video and audio editing technol-
ogy. As a matter of a blog user from Col-
lapse said *“Yes, the Hispanic girl “sounds”™
nice, but she is mimicking the language
without understanding the words. No soul,
just sound(Dandapani).They are somehow
being judged just for the fact that they are
Mexicans and are singing an English song.

Does this mean that any other ethnicity
can’t know English? Others defend Vasquezfl
Souds yet, still discriminate against other
ethnicity’s from coming to the U.S. For
instance “We need to tighten out immigra-
tion policies so that only immigrants with
high skill (like those kids) can only get in™
(SDN).

The only thing that “The Vasquez
Sounds™ want as they quoted in their blog
page is to do what they like. They would
like to stay on the music path and their
interest is not moving to the U.S. since
they have all their family and loved ones
in Mexicali, even then Calexico is so close
to them that they could cross the border
whenever they liked to. Their main goal
is to continue with their dreams. In a way
they inspire all those other kids from every-
where even from the smallest and poorest
areas to continue their dreams and goals.
They are in fact and inspiration for the
Imperial Valley and Baja California as a
whole. They continue to avoid ignorant
people who mention their citizenship since
it has nothing to do with the singing they
do. Instead we should also keep in mind
that our border city is beautiful and with
everyone’s help delinquency can decrease
by doing something productive from
our lives. Just like the well known band
‘Reik’ who are originally from the city of
Mexicali as well. With people’s hope and
support for this new band “Los Vazquez
Sounds™ could strive in their music career
in the future. We just need to encourage
them and many other Mexican groups
regardless of age and gender, to never
give up. And now one could easily use
and upload a video to you tube where
everyone else can see it. It is a fast way
in which people get recognized easily if
one has real talent.
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Who Cares?
Anti-Immigrant Talk

By Reema Moosa

February 4th was a victorious day in the
Sunshine State for our “anti-immigrant”
presidential frontrunner, Mitt Romney.
With 54 percent of the Hispanic vote,
Romney won the solid majority of the
Hispanic vote in Florida over Newt Gin-
grich. Gingrich’s efforts to label Romney
as “anti-immigrant” through a controver-
sial ad failed to weaken the frontrunner’s
support with Hispanic voters. Unfortu-
nately, the glove fit. Romney got carried
away in the GOP primary, by attacking
against anything resembling “amnesty”
in an attempt to paint himself as the pre-
ferred candidate for the “hostile, intoler-
ant, and frightened.” Navarette notes,
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there is a reason that Romney
was endorsed by Kansas Sec-
retary of State Kris Kobach,

an opportunistic, anti-illegal
immigrant zealot who helped
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ally challenged pieces of legis—
lation clogging up the federal
courts in a half dozens states.”

&

Gingrich had the right strategy, yet it
backfired. Instead, he was criticized by
the Members of the Hispanic establish-
ment in Florida. Ethnicity and geography
played a key role in the Florida results.
What Gingrich did not account for was
the fact that the overwhelming majority
of tion reform and measures such as the
Dream Act, they are not directly affected
by the debate.

55

Puerto Rican’s are U.S. citizens at birth
because Puerto Rico is a U.S. common-
wealth. Cubans have a carte blanche due
to the Cuban Adjustment Act, which
gives automatic legal status to Cuban
mmmigrants and makes it all but impos-
sible to remove them once they set foot
on the U.S. shoreline.

For Mexican immigrants the im-
migration debate is deeply personal.
Most Mexicans and Mexican-Americans
live in the Southwest. This is where the
Republican presidential candidates will
spend most of their time in the coming
weeks where Hispanics account for 26.5
percent of the population. These groups
of voters are highly unlikely to do what
the Florida voters did.

The Immigration Struggle
Writer: Ilse Tejeda
Based on a True Story
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The controversial issue of immigration
appears in every publication of newspapers, is
covered in all of Obama’s speeches and is con-
stantly brought up as a never-ending hot topic.
I was oblivious to this subject prior to last year
when my father, of Honduran roots, was de-
tained and subject to be deported in San Jose,
CA. Prior to this event, I lived with the false -
idea that because | am a citizen, these issues
would never affect my life. My father’s detain-
ment opened my eyes to what undocumented
families endure every single day.

My father was arrested by ICE the morn
ing of September 19, 2011 and was detained as
criminal for being undocumented, while living |
in the United States for over 20 years. My father |{g]
was confused by this since he had no previous
criminal background and was in the process of
filing for Temporary Protective Status which
would allow him to be in the United States with
out being harassed by immigration. However,
this proves just how unjust this country can be.
Fortunately my father’s deportation was stopped
since he was able to afford a lawyer that was
willing to energetically defend his case. Prior to
this, my father was not going to be given the op
portunity to defend himself in court or explain
that he had been living in this country for over
20 years, that he was the only parent of a 21 yea
old college student who financially depended
on him, and that he was a Union worker who
served this country with pride even though it
was not his own, and that his deportation would
be a terrible and tragic injustice. This story is
similar to those who have never been heard be-
cause they lacked the funds to hire a lawyer whol(@
could represent them in a court of law.

300,000 families have been separated as a

result of Obama’s deportation record last year.
Although he gives hope to those ‘that are low-
priority cases, such as my father’s, the financial
requirements are never discussed. Low-priority
cases are those who are undocumented but have
no criminal background.

Those in this situation are left in an
immigration limbo where they are not granted
legal status and there is the possibility that their
cases may be reopened at any time. We cannot
trust politicians like Barack Obama who pro-
pose one thing but do another. This is why we
need to unite as one, regardless of origin or
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nationality, and fight against the anti- -immigra-
tion forces throughout the United States. The
struggle that I have experienced with my father
has allowed me to comprehend the complex
and unjust issues that undocumented immi-
grants face every day. My father and 1 are still
going through the immigration process. He is
scheduled to appear in court in March. His law-
yer has advised him that this is a very difficult
case and that there is no guarantee that he will
be able to reside in the United States.
Compared to the Republican Party
which has given no hope for immigration
reform, President Obama has at least managed
to convince his followers that immigration re-

i@ form is in his plans, yet his actions have proven

otherwise. Like most politicians, Obama’s
campaign promises and rhetoric generated
hope for Blacks and Latinos and all people who
had grown weary during the George W. Bush
presidency with all its right-wing posturing and
failures to uphold democracy and human rights
at home or abroad. But Obama has had the bad
fortune to come into office as the economic
recession was at its worst and then the Tea Party
as the Democrats promoted healthcare reform.
Now the gridlock in the congress by the no-
nothing and do-nothing Republicans has put
immigration reform on hold indefinitely. But
families with undocumented members such as
Sl my father need justice and meaningful reform
now; our situations are not a game, and we can-
not afford failure or further loss.

As Congress continues to deba!e ways to address illegal
immigration, we must remember the many hard-work-
ing [undocumented] immigrants that contribute so

much to our nation’s economy and culture.- Bob Filner

Nosotros Vamos A Decidir
by Carlos Cervantes

Time magazine published an article
hat presented the opinion of several po-
itical experts, including Mexican journalist
orge Ramos, the anchor of Noticiero Univi-
Sion, as to why the Latino vote in the U.S.
as taken hold and reasons why the final
putcome will be heavily reliant on the Latino
ote in the 2012 elections.

Under the title ‘Nosotros vamos a decidir’,
Mexican journalist Jorge Ramos talks about
how Latino voters feel isolated from both
major parties. It's known within the Latino
community that staying away from politics
may seem to ease one's life in the United
States. However, with issues like immigra-
tion, and domestic US jobs, the Latino vote
is _|mperat|ve

Michael Scherer, shared his hypoth-

_eses saying that the Latino community in

Arizona could turn Arizona election into a
real battlefield during the presidential elec-
tions later this year. Why talk about Arizona?
Scherer proposes, based on his research,
that the final debate of the candidates will
stage Arizona, the epicenter of the debate
on immigration reform.

In the last presidential elections,
Obama won 56 percent of Arizona’s Latino
vote against 41 percent for his Republican
rival, Arizona Sen. John McCain, according
to the Pew Hispanic Center. This year, near-
ly 9% of all voters in 2012 will be Latino, up
26% from four years ago, according to the
National Association of Latino Elected and
Appointed Officials. The number however,
will continue to escalade — according to
Pew Hispanic Center, one in four children
born in the U.S. is Latino, and every month,
at least 50,000 Latino citizens turn 18.

The Obama administration feels
confident that the Democrats will dominate
the entire Midwest area. At the moment, the
Obama administration is promoting what
they call “expanding the electorate” which
means “expanding the Latino Electorate”.
If Obama is able to win heavily-Latino
Western states like Nevada, Colorado and
Arizona, he could still win in the Electoral
College even if he loses other key states
in- the industrial Midwest like Ohio and
Wisconsin. In the golden state, Latino in-
fluence will maintain California’s status as
a safe-Democratic state and will increase
even further because they would account
for a larger share of the Democratic major-
ity. The golden state will remain blue for the
next several elections according to econo-
mists’ predictions

Marco Grob, the photographer for
the cover of this issue of Time's, spent a

February weekend to capture the essence
of Latinos in Arizona. “There were many
unique challenges involved in this shoot,
as we photographed around 170 people in
three days on four different locations includ-
ing a university, a local restaurant, an out-
door market and a Catholic church,” says
Grob. “The terms ‘Latino’ and ‘Latina’ have
a vast identity of their own, so for the dura-
tion of this project we strove to break some
of those stereotypes,”(Times). Grob, who |5
is a well-respected photographer, has also
done shoots with Leonardo DiCaprio, Steve
Jobs, and Presidents Clinton and Obama.

Every person that Grob interviewed
was asked if they would be voting in the
2012 election and every question was fol-
lowed by a 'yes'. Citizens of Arizona de-
scribed voting as a civic duty, while others
drew their determination from SB1070, the
heavily criticized immigration bill. With that
in mind, it seems that now is the time for
Latinos all over the U.S. to allow their voic-
es to be heard.
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Iran
and
Latin America

by Noelle Valenzuela

&) Early Monday morning, Jan 9, 2012,

G| Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

=1 began his Latin American tour to seek support
=1 for his nuclear program. It is not coincidental
Wljl that the tour began after the U.S and various

G| western nations issued “sanctions” against Iran
=1 and their central bank because of the tension
= created by their need of a nuclear program.

=il Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said that there are

I@}} medical reasons for increase in uranium en-
[G] richment “at an aﬁ)propriate level” The U.S,,

=| in opposition, feels that it is a cover-up to hide
= potential atomic weapons. Ahmadinejad’s first
i)l stop was in Caracas, Venezuela. These two

G| countries may be hundreds of miles apart, yet
™=t they share common ground on the topic of the
=1 oil industry. It was not coincidental that his

2i| next three stops were nations slightly feared by
iE]] Washington. His tour included the inaugura-
& tion of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, a
=4 speech at the University of Havana, and also a
visit to Ecuador.

His close friend and Venezuelan Presi-
dent, Hugo Chavez openly defended Ahma-
dinejad and his nuclear problem. Chavez was
not hesitant to point out U.S. allegations about
the nuclear program. He stated that Iran has
been pressured by the U.S. when all it is aiming
to do is promote peace. “Iran hasn't invaded
anyone, he added. “Who has dropped thou-
sands and thousands of bombs ... including
atomic bombs?” stated Chavez.
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It is still unclear whether Venezuela
will still remain allies with Iran if Iran uses its
nuclear program to build atomic weapons. The
=1 two Presidents joked around during the tele-

| vised speech saying that if they were to build
[@] 2 bomb together then “the fuel of that bomb
&1l is love” Chavez responded saying that the
=1 only war they would use bombs on is the war
=l a%ajnst poverty and hunger. Chavez also spoke

of how Iranians helped build almost 15,000

G homes and also generated plenty of jobs. “We
4 will always be together,” Ahmadinejad told the

audience. He even referred to Hugo Chavez as
the “champion of fighting against imperialism”
The two planned to travel to Nicaragua together
to attend the inauguration of President, Daniel
Ortega.

After his arrival at the inauguration,
Ahmadinejad praised Ortega as the “revolution-
ary leader” while also expressing how hospi-
table the country was to welcome him. It is very
necessary for Iran to soften up the countries
of the Middle East in preparation for a nuclear
program. The U.S. fears that Iran will use its
nuclear program to build atomic bombs that, in
the future, will become fatal.

On his third stop, Ahmadinejad met
up with an old friend, Fidel Castro. During his
speech at the University of Havana, he openly
opposed the United States and its capitalistic
beliefs. He even identified it as the leading
cause of war. “Thankfully we are already wit-
nessing that the capitalist system is in decay;’
Ahmadinejad stated. “On various stages it has
come to a dead end — politically, economically
and culturally” Keeping a close bond, although
retired from the Cugan Presidency, Fidel Castro
and Mahmoud have found plenty of common
ground.

It may be a result of their political ideologies

or maybe just their nuclear interests. Fidel had
warned that it as possible for a “nuclear ex-
change between the U.S. and Israel against Iran
and its allies. However, Ahmadinejad made

no comment nor did he answer questions when
asked about the nuclear scientist who was killed
in Tehran less than a week prior to his trip. The
country merely put the blame on the U.S., Brit-
ain, and Israel.

Ahmadinejad wrapped up his Latin
American Tour where he met with Ecuadorian
Rafael Correa to discuss the complexity of the
nuclear facility. During his stay, Ahmadinejad
described Correa as “a bother and a friend”
Since both are members of the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC),
Correa defended Iran and its desire to develop
atomic energy and a nuclear facility for “peace
purposes.”

Things may be looking up for Iran,
but in the future, will these peace agreements
cause more harm than good? A look into
United States history will unravel the Monroe
Doctrine which states that the U.S. will not
involve itself in Latin American affairs unless
their freedom is being restrained by European
colonies. However, in this day and age, it seems
as though all the U.S. is doing is involving itself
in all sorts of affairs, whether it be politically,
economically, or socially. There is no proof that
these Latin American countries have a plan to
start a nuclear war, but even a small assump-
tion will lead the U.S. to make drastic precau-
tions. Will Latin immigrants in the United
States be categorized as terrorists if their home
countries involve themselves in a nuclear war?
Will they be subject to ridicule or internment
such as Japanese Americans were? It is very
easy to group people into one ethnicity so it
will be even easier for worried officials to label
citizens as a threat even though they have abso-
lutely no involvement. This will most definitely
cause problems for all Latin Americans in the
United States regardiess of where they are from.

£F |

Ahmadinejad’s Latin American tour
not only spread commotion worldwide but it
especially set the United States on edge. If Ah-
madinejad continues with his development of
nuclear weapons, then Western countries will
most likely break ties with his Latin Ameri-
can allies. Many citizens of Latin America see
Ahmadinejad as an icon, or a revolutionary
leader. However, his plans are still unclear as to
whether nuclear weapons are on their way and
if they are, whether he and his Latin American
allies could engage in a nuclear exchange with
the United States, Israel, and their allies.
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Vying for the Latino Vote
By: Dean Mayorga

When one thinks of the word “Hispanic”it is
probably fair to assume that Mitt Romney
isn't the next following thought.

So when it was first revealed that the

- presidential hopeful, who has one of the

toughest stances on immigration among
his fellow candidates, had relatives living in
Mexico as well as a father born there, disbe-
lief was undoubtedly widespread.

Continued on Page 32 it
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B Continued from Page 31 held on June 5th. : _ Is There Meaningful Political Out-
@] : : o AR ase that has;”f"‘, ag,'“‘?“x ?f_ M- reach To The Latino Community by
[‘;-"_'—-J Romney’s ancestral revelation, how- migrants, California may heip indicate whic Obama and The Republicans?

ever, provides an opportunity for the Latino
voters to assess his and the other Republican
candidates’ relationship to the community.

In the 2010 midterm elections, 38%
percent of Latino voters favored Republicans
whereas 60% favored Democrats in respect to
the House of Representatives vote, according
to the Pew Research Center.

Also, the U.S. Census Bureau reports
that for 2010, which is the latest study, ap-
proximately 16% of the population was
Latino/Hispanic.

The changing demographics of the
country and their political implications make
it necessary for the 2012 Republican candi-
dates — Mitt Romney, Newt Gingrich, Rick
Santorum, and Ron Paul - to be tactful when
discussing topics such as immigration, am-
nesty, or deportation.

Newt Gingrich seems to be the most
sympathetic through policy when it comes to
the issues Latinos care about.

According to republican-candidates.org,
Gingrich in regards to immigration, stated, “So
relatively smart people wake up in the morn-
ing and say, ‘Gee, | could earn $1 an hour [in a
foreign country] or $14 an hour in Kansas City.
| wonder where I'd like to be next week. This
isn't complicated. It's not indecent and it's not
wrong.”

Gingrich is also against mass depor-
tation and in speeches has emphasized the
need to getimmigrants who are here a path
towards citizenship. During his Florida cam-
paign, he suggested a guest worker program
for immigrants as a possible means to do so.
He is, however, a proponent of building a
double fence between Mexico and the U.S.,
as he feels it is a necessity for securing the
border.

As for Ron Paul and Rick Santorum,
both candidates have taken tougher stances
on the issues involving Latinos. Both candi-
dates oppose amnesty. Paul has even gone as
far as proposing the elimination of automatic
birthright citizenship. He does differ on the
building of a fence along the Mexico and U.S.
border though and has referred to the fence
as, well, “offensive”. Santorum, on the other
hand, supports it.

Another issue that has become quite
controversial this election is the DREAM Act, a
bill that enables undocumented students to-
obtain access to in-state college tuition. Each
Republican vying for the candidacy has either
outright rejected it or opposed it to some
degree. :

California’s own version of the bill was
signed into state law October 8th, 2011 and
the states’ primary is scheduled to be held on
June 5th,

In a state that has such an influx of immi-
grants, California may help indicate which
candidate can garner the bulk of the Latino
vote. :

was signed into state law October 8th, 2011
and the states' primary is scheduled to be
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candidate can garner the bulk of the Latino
vote.

In Riverside County, specifically, which
is typically more conservative than other
areas in California, approximately 41% of the
population is a registered Republican. This is
compared to approximately 36% registered
Democrats, as reported by the Press Enter-

rise.
p It is also important to note that 45% of
Riverside County is Hispanic/Latino, accord-
ing to the 2010 U.S. Census.
A county like Riverside seems to refute claims
that being Republican is necessarily at odds
with being Hispanic/Latino. Although none of
the candidates have yet to really draw in the
vote of the demographic, their views might
not exactly alienate the community.

It should be taken into consideration
that Romney did remarkably well in Florida,
winning 46.4% of the state’s votes, 14 per-
centage points ahead of Gingrich.

According to Elise Foley of the Huff-
ington Post, however, a “Pew report found
that Mexican-Americans make up about 50
percentage points less of the total Hispanic
population in Florida than they do in the na-
tion, meaning Cuban-Americans and Puerto
Ricans are disproportionately represented [in
the state].”

Foley explains that “foreign-born
Cuban-Americans in Florida’, for example,
tend to vote Republican because they agree
with issues such as tax cuts.

So clearly, the Latino vote itself encompasses
a wide range of interests. To say any candi-
date connects with the demographic, spe-
cially, would be too early in the race. The real
point is, the Latino community is watching
and the candidates are taking notice.

by Patricia Lopez

With the 2012 presidential elec-
tion approaching, campaigns have been
launched to target voters, specifically the
Latino community. Our has become a
crucial constituency in the political arena
here in the U.S. Latinos make approxi-
mately 15.5% (if not more) of the total
population in the U.S., according to the
US Census Bureau, therefore our com-
munity now has a louder voice, although
it may not be as loud and pronounced as
it should be yet. Politicians are starting
to take us into account, or so it appears.

The parties most concerned with the
Latino vote are primarily the Democratic and
Republican parties. The Latino community
is growing rapidly in states like Tennessee,
which was recently visited by President
Barack Obama’s national political director,
Katherin Archuleta. In her speech, favoring
the Democratic Party, she spoke negatively
about the Republican Party, however, she
did not address any issues affecting the La-
tino community, much less how these issues
would be resolved. The audience respond-
ed well to her speech, however, they were
lured by the fact that they were taken into for
“consideration” by President Obama's staff.

E‘:

Members of the Latino commu-
nity are already expressing their con-
cerns about the efforts to gain the
Latino vote. Adam Nickas states,z

“Instead of sending a senior cam-
paign advisor down to Nashville to
ask the Latino community to help
him keep his job, he should be send-
ing down a senior economic advi-
sor, to explain to the Latino commu-
nity why unemployment is at 11%
among the Latino community...”

President Obama'’s campaign along
with the Republican campaign are making
an effort to meet with fast growing Latino
communities, however, they are not telling
the people what they will be doing specifi-
cally to help with employment and other
issues that affect Latino's in particular.

Continued on page 35
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The 2012 Presidential Election:

Obama, GOPcandldates,and the Latino Electorate

By: Olivia Bocanegra

The nation enters 2012 already
feverishly following run-up to the
November presidential election.

As Democratic candidate President
Obama and the GOP hopefuls be-

gin to court the nation's voters, one
group that has become a force in
elections is the Latino vote. Over
21.7 million Latinos will be eligible
to vote in this year's election as es-
timated by the Pew Hispanic Center;
=4 this is up over 11% from 19.5 million
=1 - in 2008. The top issues with Latino
voters in the upcoming election are
jobs, education and healthcare, im-
migration comes in sixth as a top
concern according to the Pew His-
panic Center.

In the 2008 general election an
overwhelming 67% of Latinos cast
their votes for presidential candidate
Barack Obama. The wave of support
was due to the promises and hope
that Obama gave the Latino com-
munity. Immigration reform was one
of his biggest priorities in 2008. The
Huffington Post reports, however,
in the last 4 years, Latino’s have felt
disappointment, as the President did
not follow through on his campaign
promises. Obama’s approval rating
has dropped since the mid-term
election in 2010 from 63% to 54%

the cooperation of Republicans,
Obama has been unable to pass leg-
islations like the Federal Develop-
ment, Relief and Education for Alien
Minors or DREAM Act, legislation
that could build a path to residency
for college or military bound immi-
grants who were brought to the U.S.
as undocumented children. While
the President has not been able to
pull through on all of his promises, a
Pew Hispanic Center poll show that
of registered Latino voters, 45% say
it's the Democratic Party that has
“more concern for Hispanics,” while
12% say it's the Republican Party.

There are four candidates still
vying for the presidential candida-
cy for the Republican Party, former
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich
(GA), US. Representative Ron Paul
(TX), former Governor Mitt Romney
(MA), and former Senator Rick San-
torum (PA). With the Latino support
for the Democrats wavering, the Re-
publican hopefuls have a chance to
garner more support from the Latino
electorate.

According to Latino Fox News,
Ron Paul has shown strong opposi-
tion to any reform to immigration
that would grant a path to citizen-
ship for undocumented immigrants;
however he has stated support for

ing amnesty or immigration reform
that will allow undocumented immi-
grants citizenship.

Mitt Romney has .already an-
gered voters, especially young La-
tino voters by stating that he would
veto the DREAM Act. Romney has
had a changing view on immigra-
tion; currently he does not support
any reform that will grant citizenship
to undocumented immigrants.

Newt Gingrich reportedly has a
softer approach to immigration. He
does not think mass deportation is
logical or humane and he supports
the DREAM Act partly, in that select
people who join the military should
be granted a path to citizenship. As
his ratings have dropped however,
Gingrich has detailed his tough en-
forcement plans to secure the border
and to deal with those undocument-
ed individuals who have engaged in
criminal behavior while residing or
working in the United States.

With such big numbers, it is im-
possible for any candidate to win the
general election without appealing
to the Latino community. Currently
the battle is on between big con-
tenders Gingrich and Romney as to
who will win the Republican nomi-
nation. Any of the Republican hope-
fuls will have a.chance in the elec-
tion if they are able to keep a hard
stance on immigration their base
would prefer, but also by provid-
ing some things to win Latino favor.

Obama and the Democratic Party
hold a lead in the Latino community;
67% of registered Latino voters lean
towards the Democratic side, com-
pared to 20% that lean towards the
Republican Party according to the
Pew Hispanic Center. However sup-
port for the President is not as strong
as in 2008 and he will need to court
votes as well. As the election draws
nearer, and the Republican nomi-
nee is chosen, the millions of regis-
tered Latinos will put their votes to
work to choose the direction of the
country in 2012, and beyond. Will
Barack Obama be able to generate
the enthusiasm and hope he did in
2008 among African Americans, La-
tinos, and centrist to liberal Demo-
crats and independents, or will the
four years of congressional gridlock,
failed Obama promises, Tea Party ac-
tivism, and frustration over the lack
of growth in the economy in the af-
termath of the foreclosure crisis, the
bank failures and TARP bailouts, and
all the high unemployment around
the country in this great recession
lead the voters to turn against in-
cumbents and seek solutions in the
CEO rhetoric of Mitt Romney or the
Reagan optimistic rhetoric of Newt
Gingrich? Only time will tell, but in
certain states or regions of the coun-
try, the Latino communities will per-
haps make a difference in determin-
ing which way America will go in the
next four years.

ease and increase in legal immi-
gration. Rick Santorum has taken a
hard-line stance on immigration like
many other GOP members, oppos-

Nuestra Cosa

among registered Latino voters.
Immigration policy did not see
the overhaul it needs, and without
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The two main Lssues the Latino com-

munity is concerned about as research Y. - JE——— . .
shows are immigration and unemploy- o b o e : Prebroydhnenting Bo‘fy e
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It appears as though these par-
G| ties are assuring their presence in the La-
= tino community so that cities with a high
=1 Latino population feel like they are be-
gl ing heard, however, nothing is really be-

B ing resolved and there doesn't seem to be | "‘“
-any plan of action yet from either party. Fa- . know tHhot wien we leave lhere soon, we will W mm

bian Bedne, the first Latino ever elected to ' '~
gl Metro Council states, “the fact that Demo- of ” “" SHNEE Sl g Wil tebs St Mt et

)| crats and Republicans are already trading - *\
&l blows over this issue proves just how much
power the Latino population holds at the
=1l polls.” At this point it would be in the best in-
terest of the Latino community to start ask-
@l ing more questions, start demanding more
& from these candidates before they make
=1 up their mind on who they will vote in the
il coming November, 2012 general election.
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“My name is Guillermo I’'m 44 years old, I gave my life
to Jesus 11 years ago. Before 1 did, I use to drink, smoke
and get high because I was looking for some kind of joy for
my life. I felt like there was something missing but I didn’t
know what it was. | grew up hanging around gang mem-
bers, always getting high and in the streets up to no good.
My role models where the older gang members and I as-
pired to be like them. When I was 23 years old , I decided
that I wanted more out of life than just hanging out with
my friends and I got tired of going in and out jail. | fe)tdi
I had no direction in my life, and wanted a change/'| g
married soon and had kids, and | wanted my kid$
hetter ;’ifp than .' did. Not fung after, | nfdv :-d fmizl

wanted a (hanoe and to start a
trouble I had gotten into. At fig
be known, and things did feel I§
the better, but soon I began to'
that had left behind. The prob
erything behind, I brought my
empty feeling began to return. §
the reason why I did the things
was because I didnt have any typ
for my life, 1 did whatever felt go,
wind took me. I was selfish, doing
made me happ} or brought me ;0 el
the next mornmg and return to whege
was a cycle of sin that was like a curses
was passing it down to my children, hﬂ.'a' se%1s my kids
began to grow older, | noticed fhef::fnntmg me in some

ife 4 Wa) from all the
e freshing to not
Bre changing for

it / fhoﬂgh!
o wake up
fore. There

ways. My life got to the point that mg@family was on the

verge of being destroyed, my marriag® was falling @arf
because of our sin, my kids h%n to bh‘ in dru d
gangs, and I felt there was noWay to

That year my wife “got sav:i" She @ve her life to)
Christ, and she began to tell ni@about im, and about*®
what He did for me, He is the'Sen of God, the One that,
created us, born into the worldgom a virgin, specifically

came into this Wr!d from heaven to take all of my sin, all

I. . AP 7

/\Js there to help’m
' lpﬂe

:;ie/hﬁa hﬁs

ZAnd all I have to do is be- |
from my sin, and follow after
him. It5 like a myself to God. Since I've done
that, my life has taken a drastic change for the
better. It wasn't right away that things began
to change but I finally had a lasting jhad a last-
ing joy and a peace about bgmg right with
God, knowing rhat He has farg:ven my sin and

li Jand that

j: Hrmf eﬂo éjif your
A a) .r‘n for'the worst, or even if it
hasd’t, baf yau  know deep down in your heart
that you're not right with God, Jesus can help
you. He can pick you up from the destruction
that sin does to you, and place you on solid
ground.

The Bible says that the wages of sin is death,
because of our sin, we deserved to die, physi-
cally and spiritually in a hell made for the devil
and his angels, and that while we're in sin we’re
enemies of God, but because God loves us,
He gave His Son to die in our place and three
days later , He rose from the grave ,” holding
the keys to death and Hades”, that means we
don’t have to be afraid to die, because our sin
has been paid for. If you want to be right with
God, all you have to do is ask Him to forgive
you, believe that Jesus died for you and turn
from your sin. Come to church and hear more,
God is near to you just reach out and you will
fmd fum ¢

the sin that was ping me, he took it from me and
‘%ﬂle purmhmf nt for that

placed it on Himsi 3
sin in my p.’a(e _
Y] r“\.. 1t Il =\ SV A
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With the Beginning of a new year many Amer-
icans have hope for the future that is to come,
but we let us not forget the actions of our past
will help shape our future.In the final days of
2011, President Barack Obama signed the Na-
=1 tional Defense Authorization Act, NDAA for
=1 short. This bill is considered very controversial
- 4 as its main objective allows the government to
2l detain any individual indefinitely. Many civil
2l rights organizations like the ACLU (American
2l Civil Liberties Union) and others oppose this
bill as it violates the 5th and 14th amendments
8| of the United States constitution. In the month
B of November 2011, the media stated that the
[G]] President would veto the controversial bill.

[G Weeks before the New Year political.com stated
[ that President Obama would not veto the bill.
To little surprise, political.com was right as the
=1 president signed NDAA into law on New Year’s
=1 Eve 2011.

At the beginning of the new year, the
passage of NDAA received a substantial at-
tention from the media. Major Cable News
channels such as MSNBC began to analyze the
Bl passage of the new bill and prompted questions
@] about its true agenda. Rachel Maddow, one of
the News Anchors on MSNBC not only de-
voted a 10 minute spot to the bill. Shortly after
E the passage of the bill, there was immediate
Gl opposition to the bill seen on YouTube. From -
independent up-loaders to popular YouTube
comments like the Young-Terks, Alex Jones,
Rush Limbaugh and even the group “Anony-
mous” called-out both the president he U.S
congress. To summarize the bill, its sole pur-
=1 pose is to detain any individual, that includes a
citizen of the United States without establishing
a release date. In a further analyzes, you may
notice that the bill is too vague, thus allowing
the government to use its power in anyway its
sees fit according to the current administration.
One provision in this bill that every taxpayer in

National Defense Authorization Act E

this country should take into consideration is
the amount of money that is being proposed
to fund the military. In an Article published by
the Huffington Post, “The bill would authorize
$662 billion for military personnel, weapons
systems, national security programs”

How will the NDAA affect the Chi-
cano/Latino community in the United States?-
Many civil right activists claim that this bill
will increase incarceration rates of Latinos,

specifically those that are undocumented. Vari-
ous leaders with authority will have the power
to detain any individual based on assump-

tion of being a terrorist. Anthony Romero,

the Executive Director of the American Civil
Liberties Union has publicly stated, “President
Obamas action today is a light on his legacy
because he will forever be known as the presi-

- dent who signed indefinite detention without

charge or trial into law” Many people within
the Latino community are at greater risk for
being arrested, especially in anti-immigration
states such as Georgia, Alabama, South Caroli-
na, and Arizona. The National Defense Autho-
rization Act objective is to enhance its power
against “the War on Terror” by allowing the U.S
military to infiltrate anti-terrorist operation on
American soil. This bill has the ingredients to
label any undocumented individual a terror-
ist, thus allowing the right to be incarcerated
without due process, violating section one of
the 14th amendment.

The 'most dangerous
effect this bill is not the
continued dismantling
of our constitutional
rights, but the fact that
the American people are
not protesting NDAA
or further promotion
ofthe police-state we
currently live in. The
34th President of the
United State, Dwight
Eisenhower, gave a fare-
well speech before his
term was over in 1961
warning us about the
Military Industrialized
complex. “The potential
for the disastrous rise

by: Emanuel J. Munoz

of misplaced power exist and will persist. We
must never let the weight of this combination
endanger our liberties and democratic process.”
We all should take notice in what our previous
president has mentioned and consider how
corrupt power will damage our civil liberties.
With the current revolutionary movements
such as the Occupy Wall Street, numerous indi-
viduals have begun to question and criticize the
National Defense Authorization Act. With the
help of major media outlets, the exposure of
NDAA to the U.S population is limited. These
News giants have power to influence and edu-
cate the populace, which can have devastating
results. But for every action there is an equal,
if not greater reaction! Mid-January 2012, Two
other appalling bills: SOPA (Stop Online Piracy
Act) and PIPA (Protect IP Address)were on the
verge of being passed by the U.S. Senate. These
bills would have enabled the government to
censor or control the contents allowed on the
internet. With the help of Google, Wikipedia
and many other major websites, the public
began to sign petitions asking for the rejec-
tion of this ludicrous bill. The action that many
individuals took resulted in the defeat of the
proposed bill. If we can realize the true poten-
tial we all have in our democratic government,
there is hope to not only boycott the National

Defense Authorization Act, but to challenge ir- -

rational laws that take away our constitutional
rights. We all have influential power to develop
a more democratic and openly progressive
society for all.
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elt-Portrait of Ivan Navarro

As you walk through an empty
ﬁ@] room, bright, fluorescent lighting il-
% luminates the walls of the art gallery.
r]

The usages of “light, mirror, and neon”

gl are various ways in which 39 year-old,
Jl Chilean artist, Ivan Navarro portrays
2l himself through the use of electricity as
an essential element in his artistry. From
outlining doorways leading into the dark

- empty spaces, to making iconic mod-
ernist chairs, Navarro,

“has a very personal relationship with
electrnc:ty that infuses all his work with
a layer of social commentary”.

Growing up in Santiago, Chile
during 1973, Navarro experienced the
lack of electricity. As a result; his country
was under the dictatorship of General
Augusto Pinochet at the time, Navarro
explains, “You needed to get to the radio,
which was like an altar in the house, to
hear the news”, he says. “All the pieces
that I've made make reference to con-
trolling activity, and electricity was a
3| way to control people”. The government

Gateways of Endless Space

. Writer: Fatima Alliyani

would shut off the electricity in order

to keep people inside their homesand
to enforce curfews. Through his experi-
ences in Chile, he was able to see the
importance of electricity and he shows

it by creating an outlook on both art and
political histories as a Chilean, while liv-
ing in the United States. One of Navarro’s
many works was included in a show held
in 2007 called: “Flashlight: I’'m not from
here, ’'m not from there”, which took
place in the Hirshhorn Museum and _
Sculpture Garden in Washington D.C.
This showcase included a sculpture of

a wheelbarrow made from fluorescent
tubing, also a video showing it being
pushed by a “displaced person walking
along desolate train tracks accompanied
by a song written by Julio Iglesias, about
a resourceful drifter”. “Periodically, the

character steals gasoline from a car to
fill the electric generator that powers his
wheelbarrow, or*he changes the color

of his fluorescent lighting by switching
filters”.

The sculpture symbolizes the idea of
identity of a person who does not have

a permanent place to live in the midst of
trying to go back to his motherland, but
no one recognizes him. This piece ties
back to Navarro’s experiences in his
homeland, living through a difficult

peridd, seeing the reality of his culture
through a prism repression and fear,

“Minimalism was the American art

of the moment in the 1960’s and’70’s,”
Navarro says, “but in South America
formalism wasn’t part of the avant-
garde. Everything was of social content.
In a way, it was very easy for me to take
on this Minimal reference and put in 3
the social content that was missing”.

In addition to his symbolic sculp-
tures and art pieces, the use of language
or words can be seen as another form of
artistry that Navarro has created, “Na-
varros interest in words as objects and
metaphors is reflected in another group
of sculptures, based on the form of a
pedestal”. In addition to his sculptures,
he includes a single neon word in order
to add another layer of meaning to the
piece. In his previous work, he has used
words such as, “ECHO”, “DIE”, “HIDE”,
and “BED”, which are spelled out in
neon and replmted through mirrors.
Navarro says, “I like words that have two
sides, one very ambiguous and one very
objective”. He uses metaphorical language
or words in order to bring out a deeper
meaning.

an oppressed country, one of his earliest
pieces using electricity were hand-made
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i3 lamps “that played the stereotype of Chil-
8] can art as necessarily craft based”. He

| displayed them in hotel lobbies and in

'j friend’s houses, because the dictatorship

g

__] 2l work was called “The Great lamp” which
5 depicted, “the history of electricity as a
G| too! of torture during the dictatorship.
g this case, it was a totally democratic
|_] approach to the use of power. It was im-
E portant that you could leave it off totally
@] if you wanted”. The lamp represented an
G object in which you could use, you can
B control it however and whenever you

Q wanted to. In addition to his use of elec-
:“ﬂ tricity, in Chile he studied at the Catho-
|j lic University of Santiago where he was
=5 student of Eugenio Dittborn. He was

(&)
l‘] older than Navarro and had participated
[E] in the international art world under the
@ radar of the dictatorship. As an artist, he
}@ had invented “airmail paintings, which
(]

were collages made of cheap material
g

that could be folded, packed in special
@] We are able to see that there were art-

envelopes, and sent out of the country”.

% ists within the universities that were also

g impacted by the rule of dictatorship.

1]

lj-% Furthermore, as a Latino artist,

L%] Ivan Navarro depicts the struggles that

|@ he has lived and endured, under a dic-

ﬁ tatorship in his home country, using his

& sculptures and neon lights in order to

[F] portray certain significance and in rela-

@] tion to electricity. He has found a unique

E] way of expressing himself and shares it

8] with the community. It is significant to

@ the Latino community because, although

H the use of murals or graffiti art are part of
a mix of popular art media, Ivan Navarro

]

has found a new way to show people his
=1 skills as well as to learn about his past.
“The height of these super modern
buildings represent some kind of pi-
er- economic power or political power”,
says Navarro.

“They’re symbols. But when you rework
g 2 symbol, it becomes an abstraction. It’s
g] about the movement between reality
and illusion”™
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had taken over public art spaces. His art- -
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Despite the numerous astronom-
ical and mathematical advances made
by ancient civilizations such as the
G Maya and the Aztecs, little emphasis
3] is placed on their modern day descen-
g dants who have continued in the spirit
of ingenuity and innovation.

-7=':I [ |

—
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Mexican inventors have, for
some time now, been quietly making
an impact in the fields of science, shat-
tering stereotypes along the way.

5]l

Perhaps the most notable is Luis

E. Miramontes, who, at the age of 26

G| co-invented the first form of contracep-
[ tion to be taken orally, i.e.“the pill”. By
[@] synthesizing norethindrone in 1951, he
[@] and his colleagues successfully devel-
(@ oped a product that was as commer-

0]l cially accepted as it was scientifically.

Since then, the invention has
[—fi garnered many accolades. According
Iﬁ to famous-hispanic-inventors.com, “In
o 1964, when the U.S. Department of

=1 Patents created a list of the 40 most im-
3] portant inventions between 1794 and

G| the date of the list, the contraceptive

; pill was one of them The name of Luis

Z Furthermore, the Center of Dis-
B ease Control released a report last year,
Lil “Teenagers in the United States: Sexual
= Actlwty, Contraceptive Use, and Child-
2006-2010 National Survey
& of Family Growth”. In the report it was
concluded that 55% of young women
&Gl in the U.S. between the ages of 15-
[% 19, have used the pill that Miramon-
(@] tes helped pioneer at least once as a

rﬁ

=1l

By: Dean Mayorga
means of contraception.

While Miramontes leaves big
shoes to fill, other Mexican inventors
have made their own impact in the
worlds of entertainment, education,
and social interaction.

Guillermo Gonzalez Camarena,
born in Guadalajara and raised in Mex-
ico City, developed a color television
that utilized a color wheel for its func-
tioning. This differed from the original
color television transmission, demon-
strated by John Logie Bard, which oper-
ated by scanning discs.

In his 1942 patent, Camarena
describes his invention, stating, “My in-
vention relates to the transmission and
reception of colored pictures or images
by wire or wireless, and has among its
objects and advantages the provision
of an improved chromoscopic adapter
for television equipment...”

~ With his discoveries, Camarena
became the first person in Mexico to
patent a color television, introducing
the technology to the country, and
send a transmission too.

Another inventor, this time in
the field of education, is Victor Celorio.
Driven by his insatiable appetite to
learn and his lack of resources as a child
to do so, Celorio invented a machine
that would assist others in their request
for books, while diminishing overpro-
duction for publishers.

His invention, the Instabook
Maker, enables the user of the machine
to choose a book and immediately have

it made after request—the basis of
Print on Demand technology.

And lastly, there is Jose Hernan-
dez Rebeuller. He has invented the
AcceleGlove, still in its preliminary
stages, that when worn, translates sign
language into words that appear on a
computer scréen.

The possibilities of the technol-
ogy are being considered for other
areas as well. Besides the fact that it
can be great for personal communica-
tion and business across countries and
continents, the idea of translating hand |
movements can also be used by the
military to control robotic machines
that venture into dangerous ground. It
at the same time can also be a break-
through for something less serious as
videogames.

|

©

These inventors and capturers of
imagination have been carrying on the
tradition that has long been set before
them. While people like Miramontes
give the masses assistance for health
and humanity, his own people receive
pride and dignity in the process.
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LA Plaza Museum

By Marilyn Florentino
: |

The Placita Olvera is one of the most
idely visited tourist spots in Los Angeles. Cen-
mtered at the heart of downtown, La Placita Olvera
as become the ever present symbol of the long
tanding history of Mexicans in Los Angeles. The
nique pueblo style Placita Market Place and
- hops are a favorite with the Americanos. Yet
I@ ince of April 16th 2011, La Placita Olvera has
tbeen home to La Plaza de Cultura y Artes mu-
BlLc.;m that celebrates and highlights the history of
I@ he Mexican American experience in Los Angeles

| |1'_3|] nd Southern California.
5
B

The museum itself is a timeline of ex-

G| hibits— from the Spanish conquest of Mexico

to important cases and movements in Chicano

=1 history. The museum tells the extensive history

|1 of the rebuilding of a new type of Mexican in the

=1 United States. They have genuine clothing and ar-

l*_ tifacts from every time period, including historic

_l—:’ﬂ documents and photographs. Every exhibit uses
|M interactive technology with the film series Vo-

! L@] ces Vivas in which influential Latino actors and
||_T|] leaders tell their personal stories about growing
@) up in Los Angeles during different time periods.
“j] The museum also allows you to share your story
[lj or react to exhibits by having recording booths all
“@] throughout the museum as well. On almost every
'@] wall you will find a touch screen mosaic full of
[LL']J colorful images of the stories of people who hefve
Il‘__i]] contributed to the museum experience, via twit-
= ter and Flickr. The main focus of the museum is

[ﬂ
g
&

Upstairs the museum recreates La Calle
Principal, the mini Main Street in Los Angeles,
which takes you back in time to the 1920’s. Adults
and children can dress up in the Main Street De-
partment Store. Learn about the origin of foods
from the Mercado Plaza., or listen to the latest
music craze in Repositorio Musical Mexicano. It
also includes a book store, shelved with the most
popular books of the 1920’s and the most contro-
versial,

I loved La Plaza de Cultura y Artes
. museum and I cannot wait to go again. This is a

1 was fortunate enough to visit La Plaza  great place for the whole family. They host live
de la Cultura y Arte during the time it opened,  events and offer workshops for kids. This is an
and as a Chicana found it very inspiring. It was a amazing place to learn, discuss and have fun.
wonderful experience to see myself, my people, Location
painted all over the walls of the museum,; rather 501 North Main Street
than a blip in the corner of history. I was really Los Angeles, CA 90012
taken by how many abuelos and abuelas would Phone: 213.542.6200 / 888.488.8083
tell their grandchildren, “I was there” or “I re- Admission
member that”, with such excitement. The exhibit FREE!
that I found truly special was the one on the Hours: LA Plaza is open noon to 7pm, Wednes-
Mendez vs. Westminster Supreme Court case, the day through Monday. Closed Tuesdays,
first ever Civil rights education suit, narrated by  Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day
Sylvia Mendez herself. Although she was eight ;
when the case was opened up, she expresses her
feeling at the time and her Parent’s fight for her
education. Another favorite of mine was James
Olmos’s narration of the Pachuco/ Zoot Suit
experience and his later involvement with its por-
trayal on the big screen. I was also touched by its
homage to many Chicano and Latino entertain-
ers, such as Lalo Guerrero, whose contributions
to Chicano music are rarely noted.
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Sujeres
Unidas

By: Vanessa Ortiz

Mujeres Unidas is a student orga-
nization at the University of California,
Riverside that strives to empower women
and better the community. First estab-
lished in 1992, Mujeres Unidas (MU)
has maintained an effort to reach out to
the community through various proj-
ects, inspire women in attaining better
futures, and bettering la Raza. This non-
profit organization is the only one in the
UC system which initially branched out
from Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de
Aztldn (M.E.C.H.A) as an activist group
called “Las Chicanitas.” This organiza-
tion has drawn hundreds of women at
UC Riverside each year and continues to
make an impact in the community.

As a non-profit student organiza-
tion, Mujeres Unidas maintains an ac-
tive involvement on campus as well as
in the community, with activities such
as socials, an active mentor program,
community service, and fundraising for
the annual Mujer Conference. The Mu-
jer Conference takes place every spring
quarter, inviting anyone who is con-
cerned with issues affecting women in
the local community as well as around

1 the world. The invited motivational

speakers, consist of our very own UC

[G| Riverside professors, and address is-
G| sues impacting women and inspire
&l the people of Mujeres Unidas to make

a difference in their own lives and in
the lives of others. Community ser-

those in MU. The women provide op-
portunities for students to participate

in events such as A1DS Walk, Breast
Cancer Walk, Relay for Life, Ronald
McDonald House Charity, and Clean
the Streets. Mujeres Unidas’ adopted
street lies on University Avenue, close
to downtown Riverside. The members
of MU begin cleaning their street at
5:30am and they do so several times
throughout the quarter proving their
dedication toward attaining a cleaner,
healthier community and environ-
ment.

v (_ AIC‘_ Rivc‘:r‘:ii('—lc:

Another notable program MU
has started is the mentor program at
John W. North High School, located in

Riverside, CA on Blaine and 3rd Street.

This program gives women in MU the
opportunity to promote further edu-
cation for young women, answer any
questions these students have about
college, and form a bond that will not
only contribute to the betterment of
students’ futures, but create a caring
atmosphere where these young adults
have the freedom to express them-
selves. Mujeres Unidas is always striv-
ing to better the lives of those around
them and these women do the best
they can in order to positively impact
the lives of others no matter what
their gender, age, sex, or ethnicity. All
students are welcome to join Mujeres:
Unidas.

In order to accomplish all of
their goals this organization stands by
the importance of unity. They believe
that in order to maintain positive in-
teractions with others they must do so
by forming trust and building friend-
ships among themselves. These bonds
are formed through socials within
the group, where women take part in
activities to get better acquainted with
one another, as well as with other orga-
nizations in order to form long last-
ing bonds. These women support one
another through every possible aspect
of their lives. And education is most
valued in MU. The organization re-
serves rooms for students at the library
and seeks to help students with their
classes, forming groups among those
with similar majors. Banquets are held
at the end of each quarter to acknowl-
edge those diligent students who have
spent the most hours in the library,
participated in most fundraising and
community service events, and have
given their time to make a difference.

Mujeres Unidas has an objec-
tive that states, “As educated mujeres
we realize the responsibility we have
to our hermanas y hermanos to pro-
vide support, open and educate minds,
maintain la cultura and those tradi-
tions that do not oppress us” This
organization truly stands by this objec-

| tive as it continuously finds ways for

student engagement in issues affecting
the community.
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MAYAN CULTURE

by Noelle Valenzuela
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If you were to hear the word Mayan
today, you would most likely think of its cal-
endar. Many people tend to disregard the
Mayan culture or the intriguing sense of the
surroundings that this civilization existed
in. December 21, 2012 is the year that many
believe the world is going to end and many
of these assumptions derive from the Mayan
calendar. In this calendar, the last day marks
the end of the Mesoamerican era which lasted
more than 5000 years. However, there is much
more to the calendar than people are actually
aware of.
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A Mayan Calendar

Within this calendar there are three
different dating systems. The Long Count, the
gll Tzolkin, and the Haab were systems used by
G| the Mayan time keepers. Each system works
J| differently to describe a correlation between
J| time and Earth. Also according to Mayanists,
a few of the numbers appeared to be sacred to
the Mayan civilization. The number 9 repre-
sented the levels of the underworld. The num-
ber 4 was important because it represented
the quadripartite order of the Middleworld.
(Foster 249)

The Mayans used a Long Count, which
really represented a count of days that the Ma-
yan era had lasted. Their unit system consist-
ed of “kin” which was a day, unial, which was
20 days and more that represented other units
of time. An example of a date would look like
13.0.0.0.0.. Some scholars believe this is the
date that the Mayans believed to be the begin-
ning of the world. (Gillispie)

The Tzolkin was a date system that
almost relates to our “week” Instead of sev-
en days to a week, the Mayans had 13 days
in theirs. They also had another week which
was 20 days long. The date 13.0.0.0.0 would
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be written as 4 Ahau in the Tzolkin calendar.
The Tzolkin was felt to be the “divine” cal-
endar because each day was either lucky or
unlucky.

The Haab was a dating system- that
had 20 days to a month with a total of 18
months, The Mayans also included five extra
days in their year which would result in 365
days total, for a year. Since the first day of the
month was noted as 0, scholars believe that
the Mayans were the first to come up with
the concept of zero. However, the calendar
was not the only major accomplishment of
the Mayan Civilization.This civilization had
more knowledge of the universe than any
other civilization at that time.

This also included the lunar cycle as
well as celestial predictions. The Mayans also
developed a mathematical system within
their calendars that would help then predict
things like when Venus would align with the
Sun. Within five Venus cycles, there were
eight Haab’' cycles. They knew that it would
take 584 days for Venus to align with the Sun.
Venus was greatly admired because it was
used to track time. The Milky Way, which
they greatly revered, was called the

\tirmn g T

“World Tree” The Milky Way was not only an
astronomical phenomenon, but it was their
“religion.” They felt that their Gods could be
found in the center of the Milky Way, which
would then lead to their underworld. (Fos-
ter 261)

The Mayans felt that their soul was
completely inhabited within the universe.
These strong relationships allowed the peo-
ple to have such great understanding of as-
tronomy. It is fascinating that Mayans were
able to record seven of Earth’s star constella-
tions when today, with our newest technol-
ogy, we can only see six with the naked eye.
How did they do it? They looked through
pairs of crossed sticks to map out constella-
tions.

How is it that more than four thou-
sand years ago, these people were so inter-
twined and aware of the universe? That
question still poses a question for today’s sci-
entists. (Foster 262)

There is no doubt that The Mayan
civilization was advanced for its time. From
their science to their architecture to their life-
style, everything contributes to form a rich
and divine culture. Today, when we see their
ruins, we may only see pyramids or small
buildings, but in reality, the Mayans already
had built an astronomical observatory and a
field or ball court in which articulated sports
were played. With the information already
known about the Mayans, it only means that
there is much more to uncover about this fas-
cinating civilization.
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ﬁy Marisela Magana:
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Latinos in the Legal Profession

15]5]
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It is estimated that just 3.9 percent of this na-
tion's lawyers are Hispanic. The United States is
home to the second largest Mexican community
in the world, second only to Mexico, with more
than 40 million people. Yet, even as this number
is rising rapidly, Hispanic enrollment in our na-
tion’s law schools is falling off. There is a desperate
need for individuals from our community to serve
as the national voice for the concerns and opin-

“ions of Hispanics within the United States through
the legal profession. Unfortunately, it is extremely
complicated for Latinos to enter the legal profes-
sion due to factors such as poverty, low gradua-
tion rates from high schools and colleges, and
the American Bar Association, which is accused of
playing a major role in keeping Latinos out of the
legal profession.

A law school education is not inexpensive.
According to a CNN article, the average cost of
law school for a graduate of the top twenty law
schools in the country comes out to be $136,707,
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in addition to the costs of undergraduate school.
Another recent study found that the average law
student today leaves school with law school loans
of more than $84,000. No student can finance
the cost of law school from his or her earnings at
work alone, especially if they do not come from
wealthy backgrounds. Plus, student loans must be
paid back someday, unlike credit card or car loans,

]

&

| 5]
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8] they cannot be dlscharged in bankruptcy. As a
[G]] result, the escalati n of the cost of attending law
|le school disproportionately affects people of color
] 2nd those from theless affluent segments of soci-
4” ety. However, people of color who wish to pursue

&) 2 law school education, but feel discouraged due
0]l to theirfinancial circumstances, must realize that if
[G]| there isawill there is a way.

|E Financial assistance for law school is available
= in the form of scholarships, grants, work-study
Sl and loans. Law students usually finance most of
8l their education thr&’ugh loans, either through pri-
vate sources or the federal government. Now, it
might be overwhelming to face substantial debt
at a young age, but'there are plans that are being
implanted to help alleviate debt that might be

G5

5[l

5]

incurred through loans. For example, the Presi-
dent’s “Pay As You Earn” proposal will benefit new
borrowers to reduce their monthly payments.
One of the most significant breakthroughs in a
generation applies to those who plan to work in
the public interest. The Public Service Loan For-
giveness Program was established by the College
Cost Reduction & Access Act of 2007 and offers
loan forgiveness after 10 years of public service
employment.

Another issue that impacts the number of La-
tinos entering the legal profession is related to the
American Bar Association’s policies regarding law
school accreditation which disproportionately im-
pacts people of color and the less affluent. To start
with, the ABA relies heavily on LSAT scores. The
Law School Admission Test (LSAT) is a half-day,
standardized test administered four times each
year at designated testing centers. The test is an
integral part of the law school admission process
in the United States, as well as a growing number
of other countries. It provides a standard measure
of acquired reading and verbal reasoning skills
that law schools can use as one of several factors
in assessing applicants. It has been reported that
Hispanics tend to score lower on average, than
whites, Furthermore, the LSAT is described as not
only discriminating against Hispanics and Blacks,
but favors applicants from wealthier backgrounds,
who score higher than middle- or low-income ap-
plicants from any group. Now as the LSAT’s create
a tremendous barrier, there are preparation class-
es available that can help improve student scores.

The application process for law school alone
may be an all-consuming process for one must
worry about attaining superb letters of recom-
mendation, scoring high on the LSAT, achieving
an extraordinary GPA through undergraduate
studies, writing a compelling personal state-
ment, and not to mention worrying about ap-
plication deadlines. However, there is a great
need for Mexicans to advance in the legal pro-

fession in order to recognize the need and to ad- %‘
dress the issues affecting their community. If a
greater number of Hispanics enter the field, it
will bring tremendous talents and perspective
to the practice of law that is currently not being
recognized. Lawyers from Hispanic populations
are still very much underrepresented. Though
presently Mexicans may not enjoy critical mass
in offices, firms or organizations, we are a large
and growing group of committed, ambitious in-
dividuals with great potential and the future is
full of unlimited possibility.
[End}
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Our American Dream
by Carlos Cervantes

“Ni el diablo detiene a un Mexicano con
espiritu” is a quote that is often used to moti-
vate Mexicanos. Often times it serves as a use-
ful tool to give Mexican immigrants hope for a
better life . Here in the United States there con-
tinues to be a struggle, and immigrants endure
the many obstacles that are thrown up against
them. With hurdles like high fences, low pay-
ing jobs, denial of financial aid to students, a
nearly impossible visa process, and above all
discrimination, It is clear to see why some lose
that faith. Sometimes people arein need of en-
lightenment and individuals like Alfredo Quifio-
nes-Hinojosa have done a tremendous job at
broadening Latino’s horizons.
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Across the United States in all fields of |
endeavor, Latinos are working to uphold their :|
place in America. Perhaps one of the biggest g
success stories belongs to Alfredo Quifiones- |4
Hinojosa. This man went from farm migrant to HE]

a—g

brain surgeon in a matter of years. He is cur-
rently head of the Brain Tumor Surgery Pro- b-]
gram at Johns Hopkins University where he is [
known as Dr. Q. He runs the laboratories where
only 23 researchers from around the world
continue to search for a cure for brain cancer.
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Love Within and Beyond the
Mexican Family

By Marisela Magana

One evening as I was helping my mother
with dinner she made a remark that made a
lasting impression on me. She advised, “Siem-
pre y cuando una mujer sabe cémo cocinar un
plato de carne y una salsa deliciosa, ella man-
tendrd su marido feliz” For those who do not
speak Spanish, she declared that as long as
a woman knows how to cook up some meat
and a tasty salsa, her man shall be content.
This simple message penetrates the ideals
and principles that my Mexican mother feels
women should aspire to, specifically me, her
daughter. Within my Mexican family, women
are to be married, subservient, domesticated,
mothers, traditional, and a number of other
qualities. Now when one violates the norms
expected from our closely knit families, it
can be overwhelming. What happens when
the salsa secret does not work due to the fact
that your husband is not the one your mother

Gl had in mind? What if you decide to go against

=1 your family’s wishes and seek out a loving re-
=i lationship with 2 woman or man that is out-
== side of your own Mexican race?

The heart of Mexican culture is the Mexi-

can family, and ifs unified nature. Our roles

5 il as individuals tend to stem from our Mexican

family traditions, and loyalty within the fam-

ily is vital. Therefore, finding a partner that
)| is out of one’s race may often times be prob-
lematic and challenging. Customarily, in

the Mexican culture, especially among older

1 members, it is taboo and unwarranted to seek
| 2 relationship with a person who does not

= share the same religion, basic foods, or cel-

{ ebrations. And, in most cases, there is a great
= deal of pride in ones culture and blood line
=4 so that breaking away from that may cause

B <ome Mexican family members to feel as if

you are disowning them. Additionally, father’s

@l approval is the practice which many of the
Ol traditional Mexican families have. It is a reoc-

IOl curring theme among these families that the
i@ father is very much the head of the household.

[B] He has the final say in allowing a couple to
[G] date. If it is an extended family, the grandfa-
[E ther may also have input. In the Mexican cul-
B ture, family opinion is indeed important. One
=4 may value the opinions and feelings of their
= family members, however, personal decisions

should not be made solely on the basis of al-

::"'-__f ways pleasing the family.

First generation Mexicans in America
are more likely to blur racial lines as they
choose to marry outside their race. Some
older adults have more difficulty accepting
their interracial relationships than younger
people do. According to a CNN statistic,
about a quarter of Hispanic newlyweds
reported marrying someone of another race.
Couples are pushing racial boundaries in the
U.S. as laws, education, location as well as
other factors, make it easier for Chicanos to
date individuals who are not of the same race.
As of 1967, all race-based legal restrictions on
marriage in the United States were brought
to an end after the Loving v. Virginia land-
mark civil rights case. Education is another
explanation in helping to bridge various races
and ethnic groups. With more minorities at-
tending college, education, rather than race,
becomes a common thread holding couples
together. Also, exposure to American culture
has influenced the younger generation, giving
many a more liberal view on dating practices.
Getting to know the person inside is where it
matters, rather than basing decisions solely
on the fact of the color of somebody’s skin.

Recently, I was able to experience
firsthand what it is like to step out of my
own race. I met a sincere, polite, and caring
young man through my cousin. My first im-
pression was that I was simply not interested,
the simply reasoning behind that was that he
was White. Apparently I had trained myself
to naturally avoid men that were anything
but Latino. However, [ was reassured that
he was a combination of not only White, but
Mexican as well. All of a sudden my attitude
shifted the idea that he was Mexican, like me,
was comforting. With time [ realized that he
did not speak Spanish, creating a language
barrier between him and my family. Ulti-
mately, he was raised with American cus-
toms. Though he

As a living, human being on this earth,
our time spent here should be dedicated to
living, learning, loving, and supporting.” If you
find that color is not a factor for you, and that
race is not the issue, but finding the right
person is, then you should not be held back.
Nonetheless, it places limits on the human race
when it comes to seeking love, there is a world
of possibilities but some are too apprehensive
to cross those lines. Some Mexican families
disagree with interracial marriages, but at the
end of the day if your family is unsupportive, it
is you who will spend your life with your
spouse, not them. Taken as a whole, there are
two sides to dating outside of one’s own race.

A proverb to think about whenever in doubt is:
live without pretending, love without depend-
ing, listen without defending, and speak
without offending,

had Mexican blood
flowing through his
veins, our worlds
were so different.
Yet, I was grateful
for the experience,
it completely con-
verted my previous
beliefs and I was
able to step out of
any previous bound-
aries and restric-
tions which once
had existed.
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Moises Ma

gana Auto Detailing
“We can make your car look and smell like new again”

-Full service, full
feature automotive
detail

-Dedicated to high
standards.

“‘Wecome to you!
(714)713-4248
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= latinos in Science, Math, and Engineering

(]

- By: Ilse Tejeda

E:_l MESA, the acronym for Math- -ing to the National Center for Education During this event, students com-

=tematics Engineering Science Achieve-
=iment, works with middle school and
high school students who are educa-
l@ tionally disadvantaged so that they can
lEJ excel in math and science and graduate
[Gwith math-based degrees. The MESA
lprogram was founded in the Oakland

[r—‘
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[E|Technical High School in 1970 with only
l’j 25 students: In 1995, MESA changed its
J argeting language to focus the program
lr@l on serving disadvantaged and underrep-
L_:l resented students in math-based fields.
% oday, the MESA program also focuses

= on creating the next generation of inno-
%{ ative engineers and scientists.

&
[EJ In 1999, the MESA program was

establ;shed at the University of Califor-
[G)nia, Riverside. The MESA staff at the

@ University of California, Riverside as-
sists students in becoming competitively
[ [Glleligible for the most rlgorous colleges and
Gluniversities.

g Latino students are more likely to
lLUJ come from low-income families and have
parents who did not go to college. These
o factors reduce those students’ chances
of attending and then graduating from

| = college Latinos are underrepresented in
hlgher education, but particularly in the

| J ﬁelds of science and mathematics accord-

Statistics. Olson claims that in 2006, La-
tinos were 19 percent of the college-aged
population and that only 8 percent re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in math, science,
or engineering. Many times this is due

to the lack of awarness of the programs
that exist to help students excel in these

Mathematics
Engineering
Science
® Achievement:

areas. Most Latino students also struggle
to obtain the financial resources that are
required to succeed in such prestigious
educational fields. Programslike MESA
are designed to guide those who are educa-
tionally disadvantaged, such as Latinos, to
follow their path toward a career in math,
science, or engineering.

As an employee for the MESA pro-
gram I am a witness to the great benefits
that students can gain through this pro-
gram. The MESA program provides stu-
dents with materials, at no cost, in order
to prepare them for the competitions that
they will participate in at different college
campuses. This event is called MESA Day,
in which middle school and high school
students along with their parents, teach-
ers and advisors come to the University of
California, Riverside as well as other col-
lege campuses.

“from those who are currently pursuing 2

pete with their peers in many different
competitions involving the subjects of
math, science, and engineering. Stu-
dents are then awarded for their knowl-
edge and talent in building creative
projects under specific guidelines. This
is an opportunity for students to pursue

GIEIEIE

their dreams in math, science, or engi- |
neering. During these events, students
also have the opportunity to interact 4
with college students in the majors of
math, science, or engineering. They can
receive helpful information and advice

q)

G

career in a similar field of interest.

Pre-college programs like MESA
are available to any student who is in-
terested in the fields of math, science, or|E
engineering at no cost. Latino students
need to be aware and take advantage of
the many open doors that are available
to them.

== b

e
IL,.l

© JZIJEN_:‘[_'I_IEJ@W

'l‘;_l__l._‘_. -

EJ Nuestra Cosa

l I




555

SIS

'S

7

FE] )L

By: Olivia Bocanegra

Southern California has produced some big
names in rock music, including such names as
The Red Hot Chili Peppers, 30 Seconds to Mars,
Blink-182, and countless others. A new band is cur-
rently working towards taking their spot on this
list, Pierce The Veil.

Originally formed in 1998 by brothers Vic-
tor (Vic) Fuentes and Mike Fuentes, vocalist and
drummer, respectively, the two released EPs as
Early Times and Before Today, small bands that
soon got the attention of Equal Vision Records.
In 2006 with backing from the label they wrote
and recorded their debut album A Flair for the
Dramatic, released in the summer of 2007 under
their new name Pierce The Veil. Soon after, the
current line up was filled out with the addition of
guitarist Tony Perry and bassist Jaime Preciado. Vic
Fuentes named the band, and tells online music
news source Nuevo Revolution, “To Pierce The Veil

audience. As with many bands, Pierce The Veil’s
success doesn’t rely solely on their albums, the
band also offers energetic and entertaining live
performances. The band played the popular sum-
mer festival tour, Warped Tour in 2010, and every
show opened with a skeleton mariachi, a popu-
lar image from Dia de los Muertos celebrations,
coming onstage to energize the crowd before the
bands’ performance. The band has also infused
their Latin culture into their merchandise. A num-
ber of their shirts have a Dia de los Muertos feel to
the design.

Since their inception, Pierce The Veil has seen
tremendous success in the rock scene. Their soph-
omore album Selfish Machines debuted as #1 on
Billboard's “Heatseekers” chart and was well re-
ceived. The album was long awaited by their fans
and Pierce The Veil did not disappoint. The album
demonstrated musical variety and highlighted
persanal growth of all the band members. This al-

bum, even more than their first has Latin influenc-
es, the Spanish sound is especially prominent in
the song Besitos, but the Latino influence is found
throughout the album. The album Selfish Ma-
chines was produced, as the band has told numer-
ous interviewers that Selfish Machines was written
with the live show in mind, since they wanted an
album that would be fun to perform live in concert
for their thousands of fans.

The members of Pierce The Veil have done
what many Latino kids want to do, follow their
dreams. The boys have turned their passion into
their careers, and they have the full support of
their friends and families along with their fans. Vic
tells SMAG Magazine that he_is considering writ-
ing Spanish lyrics into future Pierce The Veil songs,
and this could be a possibility as early as the sum-
mer of 2012 when the band’s third album is due to
be released. The album is currently in production.

5

|

means to go directly to the source of a problem
and completely cut it out. This idea has helped
me through a lot of problems in my life that | may
have otherwise never gotten over. If something is
truly bothering you or causing you pain, just go
to the heart of the problem and get rid of it at the
root. It can be a breath of fresh air”

The band is most usually placed under the
genre post-hardcore, a subgenre among many
others that fall under the rock and punk umbrel-
las. Bands in this genre can hail from all over the
country, and even a few acts from the UK have
become popular in the US. But Pierce The Veil of-
fers a unique twist to the scene, a Latin twist. Just
a sweep of the bands and artists in the hardcore
genre will show that'many of the artists are pre-
dominantly white. But every member of Pierce The
Veil is Mexican. And the boys are not shy about
their culture. They embrace their Latino roots and
this can be seen in their music, live shows, and
merchandise. The band has even coined the clever
name “Mexicore” as their own genre.

The band has toured with bands from every
subgenre, spreading their unique sound to a huge

Nuestra Cosa
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Dr. Armando Navarro: Lecture
and Book-Signing
By: Rossi Oliva

Dr. Armando Navarro launched his new
book Global Capitalist Crisis and the Second
Great Depression: Egalitarian Systemic Models
for Change on January 25, 2012 at the Univer-
sity of California, Riverside. He signed copies of
his book and gave a brief lecture. Dr. Navarro
is a political scientist and professor of ethnic
studies at the University of California, River-
side. He has authored six books and is work-
ing on two others. In Global Capitalist Crisis
and the Second Great Depression Dr. Navarro
“analyzes the political and economic decisions
that led to the on-going global economic crisis
that he contends put the nation’s survival at
risk” (Miller). The thesis of his book deals with
the failed liberal capitalist system; he gives a
history of global capitalism and declares that
“capital” controls this country. Dr. Navarro also
states that we are currently in the middle of the
Second Great Depression. Twenty-two million
people are unemployed and he predicts that the
situation will only worsen. He says our econ-
omy will become more severe and that there
will be increasing civil unrest in 2012-2013. He
also provides alternatives to this failed system,
among which is social democracy.
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At the event guitarist and activist Roberto
Tijerina delighted guests with his musie, Vice
Chancellor of Student Affairs, James Sandoval,
welcomed everyone, and Director of Chicano
Student Programs, Estella Acuna, conveyed the
introduction. This event was part of the Chi-
cano Student Programs (CSP) speaker series
in conjunction with the fortieth anniversary
of CSP on the UC Riverside campus. After Dr.
Navarros acknowledgments and brief book
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overview; professor of sociology at Pitzer Col-
lege, Dr. Jose Calderon, presented his observa-
tions. The event ended with a short question
and answer session, after which Dr. Navarro
was available to continue signing books.

Furthermore, Dr. Navarro acknowledged
the people who contributed in the effort and
discussion of the ideas that helped shape the
book. He stated that this book was written for
every person in the effort of doing something
to save' America from itself. Dr. Navarro calls
for a social democracy in his book. “Using
countries like Sweden and Norway as models,
Navarro argues that social democracy would
establish a multiparty system that provides
viable choices, incorporates elements of both
socialism and capitalism, fosters a more equi-
table distribution of wealth, guarantees work-
ers’ rights, and creates safety-net programs that
facilitate quality of life and equal opportunity”
(Miller). He also provides a template for what it
takes to create a social movement. Organization
and leadership are just a couple of the require-
ments. Organization is essential for the less
empowered, and can signify great strength for
the Chicano/Latino community.

Finally, the book signing and lecture put
forth an interesting perspective on our currerit
economic situation. The failing liberal capital-
ist system is a global phenomenon. European
nations are facing many of the same struggles

we face in America. Dr. Navarro predicts
incredible civil unrest in Europe. Food might
also become a commodity for the privileged as
opposed to a basic human right for all. Wa-
ter will likely become scarce. We can see and
experience the economic crisis on campus, con-
sidering all the budget cuts and fee increases.
However, Dr. Navarro also presents ways in
which we might be more active politically in
order to try to effectuate change. Organizing
can potentially help gain political power so that
change can be more attainable. Yet, this change
must come in the way of equality, caring for
one another, helping one another, especially
through this tough economic situation. We
can start small, by being the change within our
families, churches, schools, and communities.

Dr. Abuela
By: James Espinoza
A large problem affecting the US is the
expense of health insurance. It plagues all

communities across the country with over 50
million Americans unable to afford health in-

surance. The communities most affected by the
lack of an affordable health plan are the Barrios,
Ghettos, and all other communities dominated
by people of color. Because the majority of peo-
ple in these communities cannot afford health
insurance or afford to pay a clinic out-of-pocket

-and in addition purchase the medications that

are owned by large corporations, they often
seek alternatives to deal with everyday ailments
and even serious injuries.

One of these alternatives is indigenous
knowledge of curandismo or what some re-
searchers refer to as folk remedies. Preceding
the colonization of Jamestown in 1607, the
indigenous people of Mexico had established
medical institutions that practiced traditional
medicines with over 5,000 herbal remedies.
Mexican and many Latin American traditional
medicines are profoundly rooted with the con-
nection between the health of the body and a
strong foundation of spiritual beliefs. These are
the treatments and cures that our abuelas, crazy
tias, and many times our madre swore by. Some
of these treatments are completely bizarre and
sometimes may be disgusting to children and
people greatly influenced by western medi-
cal practices, but they do work to treat many
illnesses. It is not difficult to understand why
these treatments work since many man-made
medications are derived from indigenous
plants, which contain chemical compounds,
that traditional healers were able to study for
generations. These sacred remedies where then
passed down through ceremonies and practices
to restore harmony and balance for the indi-
vidual, family, community, and nature. Now
these sacred remedies are seen being practiced
by Chicano and other minority families.

One should not discredit western medicine
and science entirely as it has proven itself with
health benefits and life saving surgical prac-
tices, but every over-the-counter drugs as well
as prescription drugs come with a long list of
possible side affects, warnings, and in rare cases
a risk of death. Although indigenous plants and
remedies are easier on the-body especially the
liver-there are still risks involved if one does
not know what one is doing, Therefore Nuestra

Cosa readers, I recommend that you should

check with your doctor, medical advisor, or -
personal healer, if you have one, before trying
any indigenous treatment on yourself, loved
ones, or family members. With that note of
warning I will present a few folk or home rem-
edies I have learned through family, friends,
and my community.

Continued on page 51
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Brujeria and Self-Identity: How

My Past Influenced My Research
By E.A. Planco

People often ask me why and how I
chose my research topic: midwifery practices
in colonial Mexico. This question has forced
me to reflect on my research and on my own
life. My story begins in Los Angeles, California,
where I was born. My family emigrated to the
United States of America from El Salvador and
we lived in a community that was predomi-
nantly Mexican and Mexican American. Before
I started pre-school, my grandmother would
watch me while my parents were at work. My
abuela (grandmother) was very religious and
she acquainted me with her Catholic traditions,
which shaped the way I view religion and soci-
ety. For the purposes of this article, T will limit
my discussion to my abuela’s condemnation of
pagan practices and witchcraft, and how that
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Witchcraft, or burjeria as it is known in
=4 Spanish, was marginalized and forbidden in my
Sl home. I have various childhood memories of
[§]} adults making negative comments about people
G| that practiced brujeria. For example, the home
G in which we lived was allegedly haunted and
=1 my grandmother attributed the phenomena to
=l the previous residents who were brujos (sor-
dl| cerers). However, my abuela’s stories were all
] based on chisme (gossip) which she heard from
lG)| women in our neighborhood. According to my
&l elderly neighbors, the brujos who had lived in
=1 my home had a shrine for their deceased father
= in the downstairs closet. The lonely brujos sum-
=il moned their father’s spirit and he never left.
G| This story terrified me and intrigued me at the
)] same time.
Although I have never been interested
=1 in becoming a sorcerer myself, I have always
=i wanted to know more about the brujos that
=l once lived in my childhood home, and their
3] mysterious father that haunted my house. As
@] a child my quest for knowledge was always
quashed by adults. Every time I asked an adult

=t for more details about the ghost and the closet,
=1 most would reply, “Cllate nifio que eso es bru-
Sl jerfa, y no te interesa a vos. Eso le pertenece al
diablo” (“Be quite child, that is witchcraft and is
@l of no interest to you. That belongs to the dev-
[G] iI")- As one would expect, this only made me
want to know more about the occult. Although
I moved away from that house when I was
twelve years old and I never learned what had
really happened in my childhood home, many
of the stories and memories from that place
have stayed with me.
|_|5ﬂ~‘ As a graduate student at University
=4 of California, Riverside, I took a course titled
Elll “Materials in Colonial Latin American History:
Indian Religions.” This course allowed me to
|—_ explore my interests in brujeria academically. I
focused my study on Mesoamerica (the cultural

5
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area that encompasses modern day Mexico

and Central America) and I began looking at
secondary sources. I found that various studies
had been done on curanderos (folk healers),
brujos and the ideologies and concepts of Na-
tive American groups. While reading Alfredo
Lépez Austin’s El Cuerpo Humano e Ideologia:
Las Concepciones de los Antiguos Nahuas,

I encountered concepts of birth and death
among the Nahua (Aztecs), and I was instantly
fascinated by the world of the Nahuas. I soon
found much had been written about male ritual
specialists among the Nahua and other indig-
enous groups, but very little was known about
female ritual specialists. In fact, some books did
not even acknowledge that certain women were
ritual specialists and religious leaders—like
midwives

a tepalehuiani preparing to ritually bath a child,
from the Codex Mendoza

Historically, Nahua healers that prac-
ticed midwifery have been referred to as
parteras (“midwives”); I argue that this alone is
a misconception that started with the Spanish.
Sixteenth century parteras in Spain essentially
only helped women give birth. Conversely, In
Mesoamerica the tepalehuiani (Nahuatl for

_“someone who customarily helps people”) not

only assisted women in child labor, but they
also concocted remedies, lead religious rituals,
baptized infants, and executed various other
religious roles and duties. Unlike parteras,
tepalehuiani played a very important role in the
religion of their society. Therefore, it is impor-

- the Spanish.

tant to understand that by referring to a tepal-
ehuiani as a partera her religious and healing
aspects are belittled. My work highlights the
fact that a tepalehuiani was a ticitl (healer and
ritual specialist), not just a partera, and like her
male counterparts she was very important in
Nahua religion and society.

female ritual specialists divim'ng and heating up a
sweat bath, from the Codex Magliabechiano

In Mesoamerica, healing was a subset of
religion and people would visit healers in order
to obtain help for problems and issues that were
not just physical—a tradition that continues
among contemporary Nahua people. Among
the Nahua, healers were known as titicith (ticitl
singular). Titicith had the knowledge and
ability to diagnose by divination and appease
deities by conducting rituals in order to relieve -
physical, emotional, and financial afflictions. So
for example, a person that lost a turkey would
visit a ticitl in hopes of recuperating it. A per-
son with a high-fever or stomach pains would
also seek the help of a ticitl. My work focuses
on female titicith, and the important role they
played in Mexico before and after the arrival of

=

Studying Mesoamerican midwives has
allowed me to focus on a group that was mar-
ginalized by the medical and religious institu-
tions of the colonial period; like the brujos of
my childhood were demonized by the adults
around me. [ am also contributing to the
knowledge of Mexico's history by shedding light
on a group of women that have previously been
overlooked, misunderstood, and misrepresent-
ed. The tepalehuiani and other titicith were not
sorcerers; they were healers and religious lead-
ers that existed and functioned in a legitimate
framework. The Catholic Church identified
titicith as brujos and brujas (witches) because
they did not worship the Christian god and
more importantly because they competed with
the Catholic Church’s religious roles and func-
tions. Presumably this was also the case with
the brujos that lived in my childhood home. My
research has helped me explore spirituality and
religion, and attempt to understand how others
perceive the world around them. Rarely do we
choose our research, our research chooses us.

W & ’

Winter / 2012

§EHEEHEEEEEHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

®

S



o e S A G

T e

PAGE 50

Our American DreamContinued form Page 44

“I want to find a cure” said Alfredo who
began his journey as an undocumented immi-
grant working in the fields of California’s San
E] Joaquin Valley. This man grew up in the Mexi-
L_[—JJ can state of Baja California and lived with fam-
[JJ ily near the capital city of Mexicali. In hopes
E of attaining a better future for himself, Alfre-
Al do Quifones-Hinojosa crossed the border to
Calexico, California, a small immigrant town in
1987. For the next several years, the young man
of 19 held various jobs earning minimum wage.
While shuffling practices like welding, painting,
farm work, and driving, Quifones-Hinojosa en-
rolled in English courses at a local community
college and ended up with an Associate of Arts
degree. The Associate’s degree led to a Bach-
elor’s degree from the University of California
5] Berkeley, followed by a Medical Degree from
Harvard University, where he graduated cum
laude. Within 10 years of hopping the fence, he
had become a U.S. citizen and was on his way to
UC San Francisco to do his residency.

lj

5]l
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This extraordinary man wrote about his
journey in a detailed account in his book “Be-
coming Dr. Q: My Journey from Migrant Farm
Waorker to Brain Surgeon,” which came out ear-
lier this month. In it he describes several piv-
otal moments that made him who he is today.
One was his decision to learn English; another
was a near death experience in a railway tanker
filled with toxic fumes; and a third was an im-

&
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promptu invitation by a Harvard neurosurgeon
to observe an awake craniotomy.

In April 1989, Quifiones-Hinojosa shared
his near death experience. He had been in the
United States for a little more than two years

e ==t DS 4 —
= .1,"‘.,..-

and was working at California Railcar Repair
when he descended into a tanker to retrieve a
metal nut. The tanker was empty but had re-
cently been filled with liquefied petroleum gas.
The fumes were still toxic, and Quiniones-Hino-
josa ended up in a defenseless heap at the bot-
tom. After two failed attempts, coworkers man-
aged to get him out and he recovered fully, but
doctors said that had he stayed in the car for
two more minutes, he would have died.

“lln the moments when | had battled for my
life,” he writes in the book, “the adrenaline
needed for survival had risen to a permanently

higher level, intensifying my focus and helping
me turn negative energy into more positive re-
sults.

Alfredo Quifiones-Hinojosa saw a brain
for the first time in his studies at Harvard Medi-
cal School he was intrigued by it. That’s when
“| fell in love with the brain,” he said, “when |
went in and | saw this brain surgeon touching
this organ dancing with incredible, beautiful
rhythm and touching it with cusps. | was mes-
merized. | fell in love.

“The brain,” he said, “is the ultimate organ.
Once you open it up there is no difference
whether you are black, white, Hispanic, Jewish,
or Christian. We are all the same.”

What his various mentors had in common, Qui-
fiones-Hinojosa said, is that they pushed him to
excel. “I have never been afraid of being chal-
lenged and a lot of the people who are success-
ful have this in common. They are not afraid of
making mistakes.”

Eﬂ.@@l@\@\@@l@l@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

What they are afraid of, he said, is “not learn-
ing.” And what he fears, he said, is “being stag-
nant.”

Alfredo Quifiones-Hinojosa, now direc-
tor of the Brain Tumor Stem Cell Laboratory at
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine,
continues to inspire many Latinos through his
life’s story and he continues to make us Mexica-
nos proud.
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tEl Trigo

Ordenes para llevar y Ordenes por telefono
Carry out orders and Phone orders
Phone: (951) 787-6937

4155 Park Ave.
Riverside, CA 92507

Daily Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm

Restauwrante

“Comida Mexicana Autentica”
“Authentic Mexican Food”
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Dr. Abuela Continued from page 51
= Earaches: This treatment 1 learned from my
= mother as she has treated me many times as a
=1 child and still T use it today. All that is needed is
= a garlic clove and some olive oil. Take the garlic
Ll clove and coat it with olive oil. Then heat or

Eﬂj roast it on a skillet or pan. Once it has browned
i@]| place it is ready to used. Make sure it is not too
(G| hot in order not to further injure oneself and
(@] place it comfortably into the ear canal just as

[@] one would with earphones. After a few min-

[G| utes it will cool in the ear and the clove can be

7| removed and the pain should be non-existent. I
have heard other methods of treating earacheg
such as similar method of warming a couple
rolled up ruda (rue) leaves to the dangerous
treatment of the flaming newspaper cone,
which I have seen my father execute. But the
commonality of many of these methods in-
volves placing something warm in the ear canal.

Tired Eyes: This involves making some té de
] manzanilla (chamomile tea) and soaking some
]| clean clothes or cotton with the tea. Then plac-
[@] ing the cloth or cotton on ones eyes to remove
% redness.

Aches and Pains: Although I have not been
able to experience this treatment I have heard it
works wonders in my community. It involves a
]ﬂ[—'l bottle of rubbing alcohol and cannabis. Yes, the
[F infamous marijuana plant. The cannabis must
.EI be placed in the bottle of alcohol for a period
G of time until the alcohol becomes green itself.
@ Then one can use it for arthritis pain or muscle
@ pain by rubbing it onto the location of the pain.
@] The legality of this is in question and therefore
@ some people claim they have asked their lo-

]| cal police station to place the cannabis into the
[G] bottle of alcohol to avoid legality and safety

@ trouble. Pomada de Peyote also work well for
(& aches and joint pains.

@, Immunity Booster: 1 learned this remedy
@ from a friend, but I have yet to practice it my-
’j self. It involves crushing a clove of garlic and
(0] By = Lo

g combining it with some lemon juice. One then
@ fills a shot glass and as the saying goes para ar-

]
G
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.

riba para abajo pa centro pa dentro.

Cough and Breathing Problems: Although
this treatment does not necessarily involve
plants it is one of the most common treatments
for this ailment as well as hundreds more. Yes
it is the wonderful power of Vaporu (Vick's
VapoRub). This seems to be the answer to many
ailments in the Barrio and it is a must have item
in every home.

If you would like to know more types of
these treatments [ recommend Home Grown
Healing: Traditional Home Remedies From

S]]
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Mexico by Annette Sandavol as well as Jude’s
Herbal Home Remedies; Natural Health, Beauty
and Home-Care Secrets by Jude Todd. But if
you do not like to read just ask some of your
eldest wisest family members, you might be
surprised as what they know besides sana sana
colita de rana. )

LosLonelyBoys Performance
at the University Theatre
by Carlos Cervantes

Los Lonely Boys bring “heaven” back
to the Inland Empire for their premier in the
Inland Empire. The Tejano trio from San An-
gelo, Texas, is highly recognized for their
multi-chart gold single, millions of albums
sold, as well as their Grammy winning hit
“heaven”. The musical geniuses incorpo-
rate their soulful lyrics with blues rhythms
and rock guitar to create a musical expe-
rience unlike any other. After opening for
rock legends like the Rolling Stones, and
performing along with artists like Carlos
Santa, Los'Lonely Boys' success continues
to skyrocket them as they begin their tour
to promote their 2011 album Rockpango
which features 11 songs in Spanglish. With
their rising fame, Los Lonely boys have ex-
panded their touring and have gone global,
playing in venues such as Tokyo as well as
the Netherlands and in several music festi-
vals. =

&5

The trio of brothers, Henry (guitar, vo-
cals) Jojo (bass, vocals), and Ringo (drums, |[§
vocals), performed at the UCR’s University
Theatre on Thursday, Feb, 2012 at 8:00pm
as part of UC Riverside Presents’ 2011-
2012 season. The Highly regarded series
opened to all audiences for an intimate ex-
perience seating 500 people. This was one
of many performances in the area, so just
in case you miss the show, don't panic! The
Tejano trio is touring other areas in South-
ern California including venues in Heritage
Theatre at Campbell, CA, and Cal Poly Po-
mona.

Different from other Latino music
groups, Los Lonely Boys are the perfect
embodiment of a modern Chicano musical
group. If Ritchie Valens were alive today,
this is the type of music that he would be
playing. Their music is influenced by Mexi-
can culture as well as the North American
rock and country sound, creating their Texi-
can art form. The three brothers began as
a group in Nashville in the 1990's. After
moving back to their home state of Texas
they recorded an album in 2003 in Austin at

[EE]
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Willie Nelson's recording studio. The album
was initially released by Epic Records, a
major recording company. Since then, they
have created a fan base worldwide.

Unlike other artists that have gone
big and changed their image for the fame
and glory, Los Lonely boys are loyal to their
fans. They continue playing at small venues
in several small locations across the US to
put on a show for the Chicano community.
Fans have rewarded them by creating on-
line street teams which are used for market-
ing the band's events. The band’s fan page
(loslonelyboys.com) offers chat rooms, spe-
cial gigs, as well as news updates on the
group’s happenings.

Expect to see the Texican group
around for a while. Their ever expanding
music vision continues to take the group to
new heights. If you feel like being part of the
group’s journey, see them in concert next
time they come back to the Inland Empire.
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Flor y Canto

Gl

Ronald Del Cid is a regional artist who has
been drawing and creating all over the com-
munity for years. He was born and raised in
La Puente, California and is currently a senior
here at the University of California Riverside
where he will graduate with a B.A in Art.
Ronald is a son of two Guatemalan migrants,
and he began to show an interest in drawing
since the age of four. Now, Del Cid is driven
to express himself through painting. He
draws for local businesses around Riverside,
his home town, and in many other locations
in southern California. His work focuses

on everything from tagging to freestyle, and
from sculptures to other forms of art. Ronald
has the experience and the creativity to take
his passion for art anywhere he wishes, and to
succeed professionally.

We both became friends during the
fall quarter and that is where I first learned
about his artistic side. During an event for
our class on the Prison Industrial Complex,
Ronald began to draw flyers, and I was very
impressed by his work. Recently, I sat down
with him to discuss his passion about art. |
asked him what helped him to develop his
artistic side when he was growing up, he said,
“When I was young I was quiet and reserved
and drawing was my outlet to express myself,
to. show the world the real me”. Ronald also
mentioned that he wants his art to be thera-
peutic and help people in any way it can. He
aims to continue drawing murals for anyone
that needs them, be a part in an art show, and
have a chance to be an art teacher.

Inland Impire Local Artist
By Emanuel ). Munoz

Another local artist is Miguel Prieto,
resident of Moreno Valley. His art work rang-
es from contemporary art, to abstract designs
and other various types of painting that defy
from the norm. Born and raised in Aguascali-
entes, Mexico, Miguel learned how to draw
from his technical classes in high School.
There he gained the experience and knowl-
edge on how to draft and compose blueprint
for civil engineering projects. After High
School, known in Mexico as Preparatoria or
simply Prepa, Miguel continued to draw and
changed.his style to more graffiti and painting
themes.

Coming to the Unites State look-
ing for a Job, there was one event that drove
Miguel to the art world. He stated, * (One
Day) I was working at an apartment complex
doing landscape, I went to the trash bin to

~ throw stuff away and I saw a box with paint-

tubes, brushes and paints that someone threw
away, I took them and I started painting and I
liked it”. It was this pivotal movement that not
only motivated the artist but inspired to draw
new things with the tools that were left in the
garbage. This incident supports the idea of
‘One man’s trash is another man’ treasure”.
From that point on, Miguel has accumulated
over 80 paintings to his collection. I sat down
with Miguel to interview him on his style of
art, what role does Moreno Valley do to sup-
port artist and his future ambitions.

"LA are his influence. Miguel has participated

The first impression that I get when I
see his artwork is either the beauty of simplicity
or eye-catching to see something distorted. He
sees his style as “imperfect” with various styles
of drawing, there is no subject that Miguel sticks
to, he only draws whatever comes to mind. He
states that famous artist such as Diego Rivera
and Van Gogh to local artist such as Germs in

in art events last year in Moreno Valley but is |
dissatisfied due to the lack of support by the city i
“(Art) is not one of the main priorities for the
council member in our city, we don't even have
a gallery in Moreno Valley”.
Miguel continues to draw various types
of painting but is limited on time do to work
and family obligations. He wishes to one day
show his artwork in a galley and to carry on
with his passion for art. There is a message that
Miguel wants the people at UC Riverside to
read, “Just tell people in the University to try
to support Moreno valley in the arts. There are
a lot of very talented kids that can do better,
Riverside has a lot of art and has a lot of support
and that is what we need”
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2 her mother. This continued for a few months:
the Baptist church. She had not seen him since  Lupe and her mother, and Francisco filling the
that first time. He also worked in the fields morning air with sighs. After a while Francisco
picking strawberries. He walked up to herand  thought of it as natural to see both mother and
introduced himself to her. daughter together making their way towards

“Hola, me llamo Francisco. My name is  church. On one particular Sunday Francisco
Francisco Terrones.” he said. began losing hope and decided not to wear his
“I know who you are,” she said, “You suit or hat. It was on this day that he finally
live here in Colonia Manzanilla. I've seen you  saw Lupe walking by herself. Francisco got
around here before, once.” so nervous he wasn't sure what to do as if his
From that point on Francisco and Lupe mind had turned into a blank page. Quickly
saw each other every day. It was nearly impos-  he came back to reality and ran to get his suit,
sible to see one another outside of work since  He ran up to Lupe and they both headed for
Lupe’s mother was so strict, and working for Emma’s home. There in Emmas home Fran-
the Japanese family meant that they could get  cisco changed into his suit. Lupe also brought
to know one another and not be noticed by her change of clothes. She may have not grown
anyone’s parents. They met up every day and up in the wealthiest of families but a nice dress
talked in the strawberry fields during lunch. to be married in was as good of an reason as
They learned more and more about each any. She wore a dress bought from JC Penny. It
other every time. They ate and talked about was off-white and pleated to the mid-calf. Her
anything and everything. Even the topics that  sleeves puffed out slightly at the ends, like a
didn’t seem to matter were significant. They bell. Her shoes were two-tone
fell in love among the rows and rows of deep
red strawberries and hundreds of green vines 1
along the fields. Their first actual date was with the black at the tip and heel. She also took
when Lupe said she was going to the movies a hat and gloves. Francisco had his sister meet
with Emma. Lupe met Francisco at the movie  them. Francisco’ sister, whose name was also
theater. Francisco picked her up in his truck Emma, agreed to go with them on the train to
and they went out for a drive. This was their Yuma, Arizona and serve as the witness for the
first and only “real” date. The conversations in ~ ceremony. Lupe had to tell at least one person
the strawberry fields went on for a whole year ~ where she was going so she told the truth to
before Lupe was ready to tell her mother she Emma’s mother. :
had fallen in love. “I told my mother I would be with
“Ama, I love him.” Lupe said. Emma,” Lupe began, “but when they come
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Among The Strawberry
Fields Of Garden Grove

By Michael Torres
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Close to the age of thirty my grand-
mother Guadalupe had never been allowed
to date anyone. Her mother was very old-
fashioned and thought that no man was good
enough, especially one Francisco Terrones.
“Oh no,” her mother once said, “not
that Terrones man.” :
Francisco Terrones, My grandfather, was a few
years younger than Lupe. He was the type of
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man who worked hard and hung around with
friends whenever the spare time arose. He
was a heavy drinker who enjoyed simple but
fun times. Back in 1941 they lived in colonia’s,
which today some would call “the ghetto” or
“the other side of the tracks”. Since these com-
munities were so small everyone knew each
other.

The first time Lupe saw Francisco was
on a Sunday. Lupe was walking to church with
her friend when she saw him, Francisco was
walking out and down the steps of his Baptist
church. He was dressed in his suit and hat, the
way he looks in most pictures I see nowadays:
long wavy hair, combed back under a hat tilted
slightly to the right, with vest buttoned up over
a tucked in shirt and a white handkerchief
barely poking out of his breast pocket.

“Aye Emma, miralo, que guapo!” Lupe
said, “Look at him. He's so handsome. Con el
yo me voy a casar. Emma, I am going to marry
that man.”

“Quien es? Do you even know him?”
Emma asked.

“No. Y no importa,” Lupe replied, “I
don’t know him but it doesn’t matter”

Guadalupe worked in the strawberry

“No puedes a casar con ese mucha-
cho. You cannot get married to that man!” she
yelled. “He is not good enough for you!”

“Then who is? Mother, I love him”
Lupe answered back.

“I won't hear it. What I say, goes!” she
said finally.

3
Lupe knew her mother would never willingly
approve, but she loved Francisco too much.
With a back-up plan already figured out Lupe
delivered the bad news to Francisco.

“My mother doesn’t understand me
and won't listen. So this is what we'll have to
do; Every Sunday I walk with my mother to
church and we pass your house. One day, and I
don’t know how long this will take, my mother
won't come with me. There has to be just one
day when she can’t make it to church. On this
day I need you to be ready to take me out of
town, out of state for us to do this ourselves”
Lupe explained. Francisco agreed and on the
next Sunday he began to wait.

That Sunday Francisco waited out-
side his house on his porch in his suit and
hat. He watched and waited for the moment

looking for me tell her where I really went. I
will only be gone for a few days before I return
to face my mother”

Francisco, Lupe and Emma took the train to
Arizona. Once they got to arrived in Yuma,
Francisco and Lupe found the little chapel and
were married. Francisco sent Emma on a train
ride back home after the ceremony.

“Tell mom I will be back in a few days,”
he said, “and I'll explain when I get home.”
Francisco and Lupe spent their honeymoon
just outside of Yuma. After a few days they
returned to Garden Grove as man and wife.
They decided to deliver the news to Franciscos
mother first, the easier of the two families.

“I'm happy for you,” Francisco’s mother
said, “pero ya saves que tienes que hacer. You
know what you have to do to be forgiven by
your family.”

Upon driving up to the dirt driveway
Lupe crawled on her knees to the doorstep of
her mother’s home, She knocked and begged
to her family, her mother especially, for for-
giveness for what she had done. After the
apology Lupe’s mother still did not talk to her
for two weeks, but what was done, was done.
Eventually Lupe’s mother had to realize that
Lupe was truly in love. Francisco and Guada-
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fields of Garden Grove for a Japanese family.
While at worked one afternoon she picked her
head up to wipe the sweat from her brow when
something caught her attention. She couldn’t
believe what she was seeing. It was the man
from

when he would see Lupe. When he finally
saw her passing Lupe was with her mother.
Francisco would have to wait another week.
Every Sunday, Francisco waited for Lupe to
pass and every time he saw her she was with

lupe Terrones were married on November 30,
1941. A year later Lupe gave birth to her first
child, my uncle, Francisco Terrones Jr.
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(previously published in The Left Coast Review)
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chael Torres

Images of Latinas
By Mi

| Downtown Pomona

Beautiful black widow spider legs

with every step she takes in those heels.
The black of her dress holds onto her body
so tightly her curves shine silver madness
against the beam of my headlights

as she crosses the street towards the club.

There's not much else for you to be

tonight. The way

your dress walks with you

does not tell me anything about you.

What do you dream of doing? Do you

just want to dance tonight, to forget everything else?

Tell me what love looks like

with your eyes instead of

your legs.And if you do not know,
| wonder who made you forget?

2 House Party

Fire ember brown hair,

fury of bouncing curls from

too many pineapple-vodka mixes and not enough
attention. | can see

the glow growing between the oversized coat,
under her yellow shirt. | remember

when you sang for the crowd

when | first met you. It seems

the tears

have blurred the words to your favorite song.
You keep forgetting

that you

were beautiful before the music started

and you

will be beautiful

after the last song plays.

3 Ontario Mills

The beautiful girls

text and cuss the day away,

faces still kept with blush and shadow and lips
still pursed but their smiles are

often replaced by sighs and hard breaths

as they push strollers along. They roll eyes

in reaction to a complaint about store prices
made by a baby's daddy who didn’t turn out

to be the man he still claims to be.The women
are in an aquarium of their own mind
swimming around hopes that everything will work out
by the end of the week, this times around,
before it's too late

again.
4 On Campus

The women here on campus

always seem to be in a rush.A

content, busy rush of

conversation with other Latinas they've met here
at the university. All of them

passing me, their hair like streaks of wind

By James Espinoza

painted the color of deep earth.They hurry by, occupied
with thoughts of homework due and the next quarter
and

a career in the future the way they've been planning it.
They pass, unaware

of me but | am smiling as | catch the sun laying down
sheets of dark gold on their skin.

You have become more

than what people believed you would and

you continue to do so

knowing today, and every day hereafter

is an accumulation of everything you've been through.

Young, Brown and Educated
By Michael Torres

We arrive at the home of a judge and get to work. She
walks out of her house and

with her hands acting as knives she slices through the air
as if it belonged to her,

motioning for us

to trim the hedges lower: She yells,

attempting to crack the language barrier until |

spoke up.

You want us to go lower then? | ask.
Oh, she answers, you speak English?

Yes. | do.

Yes

| speak English and

yes, in case you were wondering

| am educated.

| can give you
the quadratic function off the top of my head.

| can tell you my favorite passages from

Milton’s Paradise Lost and how

Brahms’ Serenade For Orchestra Ne. | In D Major
is sometimes

the last thing | hear

before | fall asleep. But mam,

educacion is not only what one can learn
in school. Education is

attained from the lives around you as well. Education
is not just in English. Education is

the language my co-workers use.The way
they make bowls out of their calloused hands
to gather wind and mold gestures for me

to understand their conversation -five fingers
flicking sound waves at me

as they laugh when |

turn my head, crooked like a dog, to take in
the words my tongue plays with.

Education is

turning the work truck’s engine

into an oven during lunch to warm up the meal.
These men teach me

real history

through tales of the ranch they grew up in.And
every story involves them

going back to finish the home they built

in' Mexico,

The older men

just want

to go back after decades of

twelve hour shifts and

no retirement plan.WWhen they tell stories
the wrinkles around their eyes

disappear for a moment and they

become strong young men again

going over details of their porch

and balcony and the new color
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Sl for the kitchen near completion.

There is only talk of going home.
Nothing is said of coming back.

With sunburned lips

they smile at me. | nod.

No English or Spanish words exchange.
But | understand

what their eyes tell me.

Chile

By Michael Torres

| choke on the air the chile breathes out.
My dad, rolling them over between his fingers
like a pen,
keeps an eye on the tomates
at the same time.

Mijo, he laughs.
Pop, | say, still coughing.

| look down at the comal
to see upturned tomatoes,
burned like a globe shaded in black
with a map to the home state he left

for mornings like this.

Pensé

By: Patricia Ramirez

Iba caminando y crei ver a alguien
conocido.
Pensé que eras td...

Segui caminado y me topé contigo.
Te mirabas tan contento, contento
con tu nuevo amor.
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E Te mire sonreir...

@ vy en ese preciso instante senti la

5]

necesidad de detenerme, de sen-
tarme, no podia con mi corazon.

“porque te amo aun yo?”

Esa pregunta no la pude contestar,
ya no quise ni siquiera pensar.

Hoy por hoy aun no llego a mi des-
tino, espero en Dios un dia poder
llegar...

Hoy solo sé que estoy aqui pensando
y ya no quisiera pensar!

Tristemente hoy te toco a ti,

manana me tocara a mi
By: Daisy Flores

Hoy me toco hacerte llorar.
Hoy me toco decirte la verdad.

Tristeza es saber que la vida es cruel.
Tristeza es saber que en la vida no todo
se puede tener.

Compartiste tu tus sentimientos y emocio-
nes que sientes por mi.
Desgraciadamente yo no siento lo mismo

por ti.

Agradezco los detalles que as tenido
conmigo.
Pero no podre hacer lo mismo contigo.

Lo unico que te ofrezco es mi amistad
incondicional.
Entenderé si no lo quieras aceptar.

Pero entiende que en el amor no se puede
mandar.
Solo llega sin ningun aviso contagiando te
poco a poquito.

Te confesare que estoy en tu misma situ-
acién, aunque no lo puedas creer yo tam-
bién estoy sufriendo hoy.

Pero, por eso te digo tristemente hoy te
toco a ti, manana me tocara a mi.

A MUJER that defends herself from
Mother Nature ways
by using her thorns from the top to the
bottom of her stem.

[ call her MUJER because she stays true
to her roots.

Defending her rights and the rights of
others too.

She isa WOMAN who stand up tall
when the winds blow hard.
Breaking through the cracks of cements
for boundaries are meant to be broken
and not to be tamed.

g|Y luego pensé, pensé por un segundo,

MUJER

by: Daisy Flores

I call her MUJER because she is a WOM-
AN who is blossoming every single day.

A MUJER that with each petal that she
owns is an indication of a struggle that
she has overcame.

She is a WOMAN who is
beautiful and unique in her own way.

Who defines herself by the color that she
has chosen to portray.

La luna a una madre:

Por: Angela Armendariz

No son mis hijos;
iPero hay! Como los quiero.
Mientras ti con indiferencia,
Oyes sus pobres ruegos.

Cuando estan enfermos,
Cuando tienen miedo;
Con mi solo amor
A los tres los alentd.

Pero tu tienes otras prioridades,
Otras mds importantes que ellos.
Pero cuando ellos anhelan mi regreso
Te llenas de puros celos.

Yo no quiero que me llamen madre;
Y tampoco espero hacerlo.
Pero necesito que reacciones,
Para no arrepentirte luego.

Yo simplemente soy la luna;
La luz que los acompana,
En la noches que sales
Y regresas desvelada.

Mira a tus hijos;
Siente que los quieres;
Porque madre es la que los cria,
No la que los tiene.
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Captured Moments in the Student Protests
UC Riverside Students pretost the UC Regents in January of 2012

PHOTOS AND CAPTIONS BY OLIVIA BOCANEGRA
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Protesters block the streets so that UC Regents are unable
to leave the campus. Students held signs and chanted to
spread their message. Protesters pass the HUB as police officers and security
guards watch from their posts above. .

G

5]

&

e

&

EEE

Students gather on the staircase near the Chicano Student
Programs office to stand ground in front of police officers.

Hundreds of police officers outfitted in riot gear were
gathered facing the crown of protesters.
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One protester makes a heart with his hands as the crowd

chants “Peaceful protest!” after officers strike front-line .
protesters with nightsticks. : As officers wield their nightsticks, students sit down to de-

mostrate they are protesting peacefully, not in violence.
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‘UC Regents Visit ¢
January 2012

Pictures by Fatima Alliyani
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3 % California Dream Act of 2011 FAQs

\

| [@ The California Dream Act of 2011 is the result of two bills, Assembly Bill 130 (AB 130) and Assembly Bill 131 (AB 131). Together, these bills allow
! E’ undocumented and documented students who meet certain provisions of AB 540 law (see below) to apply for and receive private scholarships fun-

I’ neled through public universities (AB 130), state-administered financial aid, university grants, and community college fee waivers (AB 131).

¥ 7]

8

i E] Q. What is AB 540, and what does it have to do with the California Dream Act?
. 5 A. AB 540, passed in 2001, allows students meeting all of the following criteria to pay the same tuition and fees as resident students at Califor
E G nia public colleges and universities. Starting on January 1, 2013, the California Dream Act extends Cal Grant A & B Entitlement awards, Cal
) . E Grant C awards, institutional grants, and community college fee waivers to students that meet these same criteria. To receive Dream Act aid,
AB 540 and AB 131 students must:

1 g «Have attended a California high school for a minimum of three years

«Graduate from a California high school or pass the California High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE) or get a General Equivalency

. = Diploma (GED, also called General Educational Development test)

«Enroll in an accredited California institution of higher education

«In the case of students without legal immigration status, fill out an affidavit stating that they have filed or will file an application to
legalize their immigration status as soon as they are eligible to do so

«To get a Cal Grant, they must also meet all other Cal Grant eligibility criteria

G| Q. I saw that AB 540, AB 130, and AB 131 guarantee confidentiality, but what about my parents’ information?

A Dream Act students without legal immigration status will be required to fill out the CA Student Aid Commission’s own Dream Application

|
]| |L5]
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EEE]
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l 5
[E% in lieu of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
¥ & »Like all other dependent Cal Grant applicants, Dream Act students will be required to submit parental income and asset information. :
S = The demographic information students will provide on the Cal Dream Application is largely the same as the information that students P
b @] have already supplied to their high schools and colleges
9 O] «There are no checks and matches between the Cal Dream App and any federal databases «Dream Act students’ and their parents’ infor J&I
g l@ mation is protected by the same privacy and information security laws and safeguards as all other Cal Grant applicants (] }

IE] Q. Tam a high school senior and fit the AB 540 criteria above. What financial assistance may I be eligible for?
A. You may be eligible for
«NOW: AB 540 In-State Tuition Assistance
«NOW: AB 130 private scholarships (see your intended college or university for applications and deadlines)
*JAN 1, 2013: Institutional grants like the UC “University Grant” or the CSU “State University Grant” (see your intended college or
university for applications and deadlines)

ElEE

(5]

. +JAN 1, 2013: California Community Colleges Board of Governor’s fee waiver (BOG fee waiver) (see your local community college for lh:

b application) (]

*JAN 1, 2013: Cal Grant (applications start January 1, 2013; awards can be used beginning Fall Term 2013) 9]

: [ |Q. I am in middle school. I am undocumented. What can I do now to get ready for college? ]

] Ijﬂ A. There is a lot that you can do right now: @‘

v '—5 «Stay in school and work hard to get good grades G

3 +Go to a California high school and graduate or pass a graduation equivalency exam «Talk with your parents and family about seeking G

@ information to apply for citizenship G
R =1Q. I am a foster youth, and I don't have a Social Security number or any paperwork about my biological parents. Can I get any financial aid for college? gﬂ

? = A. You may qualify for Sl
«Chafee Foster Youth aid |:l_]

, z «AB 540 in-state tuition assistance ' ll_rnj
& +»AB 130 private scholarship aid offered through California public colleges and universities «California Dream Act Cal Grants or institu 5] 4
& tional grants (starting in 2013) g |
Ijl +Board of Governors fee waivers at California community colleges G !
L G @) Q. I am currently in college. I am AB 540. What kind of aid can [ receive? IL“J—]| :

; |r,]—|] A. You may be eligible for B .F
R & «NOW: AB 540 In-State Tuition Assistance

3 |[{.,_]] *NOW: AB 130 private scholarships (see your intended college or university for applications and deadlines)

+JAN 1, 2013: Institutional grants like the UC “University Grant’, the CSU “State University Grant”, the CSU Extended Opportunity
Program (EOP) or the California Community College Extended Opportunity Programs and Services (EOPS) (see your intended col

= lege or university for applications and deadlines)

+JAN 1, 2013: California Community Colleges Board of Governor’s fee waiver (BOG fee waiver) (see your local community college for
application)

«Fall Term 2013: If you are attending a California Community College and plan to transfer to a 4-year institution in the fall of 2013 or
later, you may qualify for a Community College Transfer Entitlement Cal Grant (Apply JAN-MAR 2013)

«Fall Term 2013: If you are enrolled or expect to enroll in a career technical program at your college, you may qualify for a Cal Grant C
(Apply JAN-MAR 2013)

7 Nuestra Cosa Winter / 2012
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The Lasy Offfiess @ff

IBLENA SAHAGUN
Su Abogada de Confianza

The Law Office of Rosa Elena
Sahagiin is proud to celebrate 40
years of Chicano Student Programs’

endeavor to bridge the gap between

campus and community by
advocating culture, education, and

empowerment. iAdelante!

Serving Southern California

Criminal Defense Civil Litigation/ Personal Injury

Immigration Law Family Law

(877) 6832-4525

SEEYRL. -5 2l 6 9.0JA'M LA VERNE

Legal Analvst Spanish Language Radio Host

Ry ledpge sService *Vision

Adjunct Professor

Videos informativos en Espanol visitenos en: Learn More About Us At:
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