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INFORMATION about Black and Brown Study Proposals 

Within the "Melting Pot" of America it is profoundly important that all Amer-
icans be proud of their traditions, culture, and history; our minority groups should 
be afforded dignity, re1evant education, self-determination, and respect. 
While at the same time White Americans should become intellectually, esthetically, 
and culturally aware pm the c9ntribution of the various minority groups. Two of 
these minorities, the black people and the Mexican-Americans are adking the ~ 
Academic Senate of UCR on Thursday, May 26, to endorse two educational proposals, 
the Black Studies Department and the Mexican-American Interdisciplinary Studies 
Program to bring to this campus an "i nte 11ectua1 channe 111 through which this 
awareness may take place. The following is an explanation of these proposals. 
BLACK STUDIES 

The purpose of the Black Studies Department will be to accord personal 
integrity and historical pride to our Black students and to provide an academic 
channel for the white man to become aware of the Black Experience. A Black 
Studies Department is being requested because: 1) Professors' academic homes 
and allegiences are accorded to departments; a committed faculty is needed to 
make the program a viable entity. 2) These is a wealth of bibliographic information 
available and much more to be uncovered. 3) A department is a] the basic 
structure of the university in financial, academic, and administrative facilities; 
b] it provides identity and distinction; c] it is an entity. 

The goals of the program is to explore three concentrations: Social Science, 
Humanities, and the Fine Arts. Also it is hoped that this department will 
become research oriented and will uncover a wealth of information. 

MEXICAN - AMERICAN STUDIES 

The Chicano constitutes 11% of the California population, but his problems 
differ from the black. The Chicano unlike the black is regionally located 
(Southwest America) and his traditions, culture, and history have been untapped. 
The Chicano desires the same goals that all races do: Self-identity and recognition 
by others, but the means must differ according to the condition. 

It has been suggested that an Interdisciplinary Study is the proper academic 
channel to pursue. Such a study will allow the degree of flexibility needed to 
accommodate the experimentation which is required. The bibliography of the field 
is scarce and inconsistent, requiring a good deal of original research. 

Initially it will be suggested that a joint major be pursued. The immediacy 
of its implication is necessary to give Chicano students a chance to find 
relevance of university work to their particular background. 

The above has been quite heavily paraphrased from the Committee on Mexican-
American Studies and the Black Studies Committee reports to the 1969 annual Academic 
Senate meeting. 
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rETITIOM rn SUPP0iRT OF QLACK AMO nROl-'f ! STUnIEs 

Th0 issue of 0thnic studi es has b00n a rallyina point of student concern 
thrOUfJhout the country. f1.t hundreds of colleges from r-!ew York to California, 
students of all colors have demonstrated their belief that intensive proarams 
in black and trown studies should be an essential part cf univGrsity cirriculum. 
p.t UCR, the opportunit.v is now at hand to as sure that such nronrf.lPlS bf'come a 
reulity on this Cnmpus. 

Ye, the undersianed, stronaly sunoort the institution of a ~lac~ StudiPs 
De~artmcnt and a r 'icxican-J\m~rican Interdisciplinary Committee at UCP.. 110 urge 
~ 11 faculty r.;embcrs to surport the proposa 1 s that \•ti 11 come befor0 th2 t~cademic 
Senate on Thursday, and urge all students to demonstrate their interest and concern 
in any manner available to them. 



PETITIOf-~ Ir! SUPPORT OF '1LACK Ar\m l ~ROPf! STUnIES 

The issue of ethnic studiGS has been a rallyino noint of student concern 
throuphout the country. fl.t hundreds of co 11 eges fror.i f·!ew York to Ca 1 i forni a, 
students of all colors have denonstrated their belief that intensive pro0rams 
in black and trovm studies should be an essential part of university cirriculum. 
{l.t UCR, the opportunit.v is now at hand to assure t~1at such nro<:'r~!rls become a 
reu.1 ity on this campus. 

l 1e, the undersianed, stronalv sunport the institution of a ~lac~ Studies 
Dc11artmcnt and a r1cxican-f\merican Interdiscir.linarv CoMmittee at UCr. lie urge 
ali faculty r;embcrs to suf)port the proposals· that \·till come before th~ Academic 
Senate on Thursday, and urge all students to demonstrate their interest and concern 
in any manner available to them. 
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