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PHILADELPHIA-Hundreds of
activists upset with proposed cuts
in social services spending disrupt¬
ed a city budget hearing Friday,
and 12 protesters were taken into
custody, authorities said.
Police led the protesters from

City Council chambers after Depu¬
ty Police Commissioner Thomas
McGeehan asked them to move

from council members' chairs so
the hearing could resume.
City Solicitor Seymour Kurland

said he did not know if those
detained would be charged.
Mayor W. Wilson Goode last

month proposed a $2-billion budget
that would cut spending for the
homeless, AIDS and community
organizations but bolster police and
health clinic staffs. Goode was not
at the hearing Friday.
400 Jam Chamber

The protest was organized by a
coalition of labor and community
groups. About 400 people had
packed the ornate chamber gallery,
carrying signs saying "AIDS Coali¬
tion to Unleash Power" and "Save
City Health Services."
'Testimony by city finance offi¬

cials had just begun when protest¬
ers began climbing over railings
and seizing microphones on mem¬
bers' desks to make speeches or
shout slogans.
Council President Joseph C. Co¬

leman tried to gavel the protesters
into silence several times but gave
up before noon and called a recess.
Most of the protesters then left, but
about 40 stayed.
When city officials tried to re¬

convene the hearing, the 12 pro-'
testers who refused to go to the!
part of the room set aside for the:
public were detained. The hearing
then proceeded quietly with a
limited number of people allowed]
to sit in the spectators' gallery. I
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Children Used in Clinical Trial

Uproar Over AIDS Study
By David Perlman
Chronicle Science Editor

Doctors seeking ways to
ward off infections in sick in¬
fants and children with AIDS
have come under fire from a
militant group that accuses the
physicians of "killing babies."

The charges — including accu¬
sations of "genocide" — come from
San Francisco members of a nation¬
al organization called ACT UP —
the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Pow¬
er.

After voicing their protests ear¬
lier this week to medical research¬
ers at Children's Hospital Oakland,
members of the group have
planned a larger public demonstra¬
tion at the University of California
in San Francisco tomorrow.

Their anger is directed at a
small-scale clinical trial under way
at 11 medical centers around the
country in an attempt to learn
whether injections of gamma globu¬
lin, a component of the human im¬
mune system, can boost the immu¬
nity of the children with AIDS.

The confrontation illustrates a
profound dilemma in the AIDS epi¬
demic. Medical specialists believe
that in order to test new therapies
reliably and safely, it is vital to con¬
duct the trials under what are
known as randomized double-blind
placebo-controlled conditions.

In this case, the placebo is albu¬
min, an inert and harmless protein
substance that has no effect at all.
Half the young AIDS patients par¬
ticipating in the trial around the
country are being injected with the
gamma globulin, and half are re¬
ceiving the placebo.

Neither the parents of the chil¬
dren nor their physicians will know
until the two-year trial is complete
which patients are in which group.
Only the researchers at the Nation¬
al Institute of Allergy and Infec¬
tious Diseases in Bethesda,Md.,who
are directing the trials, hold the
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coded assignments of the young pa¬
tients.

Parents are free to remove a
child from the process at any time.
And if a child's illness grows worse
or severe infections increase, then
the parents and physicians can can¬
cel the child's participation and
make sure that gamma globulin
rather than the placebo is being
used.

To the members of ACT UP,
many of whom have AIDS, using
placebos at all in testing any new
AIDS therapy is unconscionable. If
the therapy is known to be safe,
they demand that it be available to
anyonewhomight conceivably ben¬
efit.

But to Dr. Diane W. Wara, the
pediatrician directing the gamma
globulin trials throughout North¬
ern California, that argument is not
only false, but potentially danger¬
ous. Whether gamma globulin can
truly help the children, or whether
its risks outweigh its benefits, can
only be determined clearly and
without bias by administering pla¬
cebos to half the children random¬
ly, she maintains.

"I've heen using gamma globu¬
lin to protect against bacterial in¬
fections in infants and children
with other immune system defects
since 1973," she said in an interview,
"and I do believe it can improve the
quality of life for our AIDS patients
who are on AZT," an AIDS drug.

"But at least half the pediatri¬
cians disagree, and we have an obli¬
gation to the children with AIDS to
know whether or not it can help
before we use it for all kids with
AIDS," she said.

AZTTriols
Wara is also directing another

trial to see whether AZT, the anti-vi¬
ral AIDS drug now licensed only for
adult AIDS patients, can treat the
disease safely and effectively in
children. After 14months, that trial
is nearly complete.

"Now we all firmly believe the
AZTwill prolong the life of children
who are sickwith AIDS,"Wara said.
So she and her pediatric colleagues
around the country are pressuring
the U.S. Food & Drug Administra¬

tion to speed final approval of oral
AZT for children.

She has already won a commit¬
ment from California child health
officials to pay the full costs of the
AZT treatment for every young
child in the state who needs it and
cannot afford it.

For the national gamma globu¬
lin trials in children with AIDS who
are already taking AZT, ninewill be
at UCSF, three at Stanford, 12 at
Children's Hospital Oakland, and a
few more in Santa Rosa and Fresno.
Several, including two at UCSF,
have already been enrolled.

Slow Infusion of the Drug
All the youngsters, ranging in

age from three months to 12 years,
are being given AZT to treat their
basic disease. And the injections, ei¬
ther the gamma globulin or the pla¬
cebo, must be administered once a
month by slow infusion into their
veins — a process that requires
three to five hours in the hospital
each time.

Gamma globulin is a blood com¬
ponent that contains varied anti¬
bodies capable of fighting viruses
and bacteria. The substance is pool¬
ed from the virus-free blood of
many donors in order to provide as
wide a variety of infection-fighting
antibodies as possible.

But gamma globulin poses risks
of fever, severe shock and low blood
pressure, and if it does work in the
AIDS patients, the children will
have to receive the costly and dis¬
ruptive infusions every month for
the rest of their lives, according to
Wara.

If placebos are not used in the
trial, Wara argues, it would be im¬
possible to know with certainty
whether or not the gamma globulin
was responsible for limiting or even
preventing the infections and for
the response to antibiotics.

The San Francisco AIDS Foun
dation does not support the charges
that ACT UP is raising against the
gamma globulin trial. If the rules
for the trial are aggressively follow¬
ed by the physicians involved, ther
the use of placebos is justified, saic
Pat Christen, the foundation's pub
lie policy director.

FATHER'
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32 Arrested at an AIDS Rally in Manhattan
Demonstrators holding hands during a moment of silence yes¬
terday in Foley Square. A march and rally sponsored by the
AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (Act Up) ended in a sit-in

The Now York Times/Sara Krulwic^

outside the United States Court House. Police arrested 32 pro¬
testers for disorderly conduct. They were demanding in¬
creased Government involvement in the fight against AIDS.

Copyrighi © 1987 The New York Times



(ACT UP/SF / M
Up,

Goes 2 Ways
feaks

by Dave Gilden

Like an amoeba that
grows too large, ACT UP/San
Francisco underwent mitosis
last week.
"After the publicity sur¬

rounding our actions at the
International AIDS Confer¬
ence, we got hundreds of new
members and increased our

revenue from $300 or $400
per month to many thou¬
sands," said ACT UP Secre¬
tary Jeff Herwitt. "But with
300 new people attending
meetings, we also had 300
new opinions about what to
do."

The resulting differences
caused a breakdown in ACT
UP's consensus decision-mak¬
ing process.

"ACT UP has been basical¬
ly paralyzed since the confer¬
ence," Herwitt noted.

Every vote was blocked by
vetoes on the part of a few
members, and this created

personal animosities, which in
turn led to more vetoes.

Eventually, the consensus
process itself became a bone
of contention, Herwitt said.
At last Thursday's ACT

UP meeting, attempts at
reaching a temporary compro¬
mise system that would entail
passage of resolutions by an
80 percent majority vote
when consensus could not be
reached were ultimately
blocked by five members.
This precipitated a walk out
by 100 members interested in
forming a new local ACT UP
chapter, to be called ACT
UP/Golden Gate.
The new group met Mon¬

day night and agreed to make
decisions by a two-thirds ma¬
jority vote for the time being.

Michael Wright, who led
the walkout on Thursday
said, "I didn't want to sit
around and discuss process
any longer. I wanted to get

(Continued on page 30)



Their campaign is apparently suc¬
ceeding.
"We're not putting billboards in

space. We're not even talking about it,"
an angry Lawson says now. "It's a ve^y
soie subject. We've literally been
burned. The press can either make you
or break you."

Lawson said the billboard was pri¬
marily designed to put scientific instru¬
ments in space, and his company —
based in Roswell, Georgia — was only
seeking a corporate sponsor.

"He's clearly talking from both sides
of his mouth," said Daniel Olias
Silvennan, campaign director for the
California Public Interest Research
Group (CALPIRG) in San Francisco. "In
his press release he called it a billboard.
He's just trying to change the name
because of public pressure."
On May 13, CALPIRG picketed

Lawrence Livermore Laboratory, where
aerosjMce engineer Preston Carter
reportedly helped design the project.
(C^erwasn't taking phone calls, but
directing them to laboratory spokesman
Jeffrey Garberson, who in turn said
Lawrence had nothing to do with it.)

Lawson also plays up the environ¬
mental aspect to the billboard. The
biodegradable billboard would bum up
on re-entry, he pointed out, releasing
ozone into the atmosphere and coim-
tering ozone depletion. During orbit
the billboard would also contain sen¬

sors to monitor ozone depletion.
"Claiming that these ethereal eye¬

sores are good for the environment is a
blatant case of greenwashing," said
Caroline Harwood, direaor of Earth
Day 2000. "They are nothing more than
a dangerous gimmick and an attempt to
blemish anotherpristine part ofnature
with corporate advertising."

But Lawson believes corporate spon¬
sorship of the space industry is the
wave of the future, particularly when
governments are strapped for cash.
"This is already happening overseas.
We are behind the times. Are we going
to be last in line?"

Silverman isn't impressed. "The next
thing you know the sunsetwill be
sponsored by a soft drink."

Peter Hegarty

Rethinking gay activism

ACT UP folds
and shrinks
across nation

Less than amonth after the largestgay rights demonstration in histo¬
ry in Washington, D.C., one of the

most influential gay activist groups —
ACT UP/D.C. — h^ shut down, and
other chapters aroimd the coimtry
appear to be following suit.

"We're bumt out on doing that
brand ofactivism," said the D.C.
group's best-known activist, Michael
Petrelis. "There's no community suit-
port, no finances." He explained that
the national politicalmap has dramati¬
cally changed with the election ofBill
Clinton and that it's time for activists to
take stock of the new terrain.

"The way that ACT UP operates
worked re^well against &e hostile
[Reagan and Bush] administrations,"
said D.C. activist Steven Smith. "But
now we've got a friendly administra¬
tion. I think that it's time for the next
wave — whatever that may be.We
need some fresh ideas, and we need
some new ways of doing things."

continued on nextpage

in tfio dosr iwnumm
WelSll,Mb cop vidio Chait^

sexual harassment, wants to return vo duty tlwee
months on stress leave. Buftst»s^thedej|»Brtme«nistry»)gto

t«sr by ottering a (Hiotce of three f^perwork assignment,
one of them in the records fdpm, known as a dumping pxrund
fdrcpit who have had theirgurt taiwnmm- w^knovim
punitivework assignment," she says.'BitttDeputy City Attorney
Dati Maguire says doctors ¥dio examined suggested she
return to iknited duty. Msddngmattersworse hx'Weteh, the city
is trying to wriggle out of paying her $10,000 kt disability, »guiiM3
diat the media hype Wdsh whipped iqj about her sexuai i»»as8-
ment charges— not herworkemrironmeiTt—' true source
of her stress.

ft nowWaV8 of tammism is

hitting S.F. But its members are
notWi», vdtite or pink-coHar—
they are coltai iessi-Trshiit
wearing, coilege>educated
activists, artists »id inteltectuals
who work at nonfx-otits, envtrorr-
meoted groups, book stores ami the
like. The Mtey 21 vote ofemfdttyees at
GreenA|^ Books to join the United Food and Commercisri
Workers Uttion follows the tnai already blazed byCody's Books;
tfie Exploratorium, tire Sierra Chuh, UC grad students and mcNre.
UFCW organizer Bill Flore expians; "Absoh^ly titers's art
upsurge in union activity. These are educated people who see
there aren'tm»ty jotts to move to, so the mttyway to make ftt^r
Jotts ttetter is to organit^ where they wrork." The issues drivittg
the new unionism, how^r, sound familiar: lattektemtktations,

I.

but ifs aH about dimity," says Fkxe.

Mayor JhONrdan's to the Sat Francis aids
Foundatkm urt Msty 13 is coming under fire from Supe Angela
Alioto. Jordan (X'oudiy told the crowd that the city's AIDS budget
had been sptaed from cuts necessary to reckice the deficit "If I
make »iy cuts ht AIDS programsWendywiii lockme out of the
house," the itteyor s£dd. A week later, the Heattii Department
surprised the foundatirm by sending a letter saying that $87,000
was being ctd: from its media programs. Moreover, Jordan's
planned^6 million cut out of tiw Heattii Department budget will
n^an a big reckictkm in services formanyAIDS patients, partic-
uiariy at S.F. Oenerat, wNch treats shout 3,500 outpatients with
AIDS ea<h mcmth. Dr. Paul Vdlbercling, director of the AIDS
gram atGaieral, is less thai happy with tiie cuts. "These
patients need X-rays, scsms and other tests more than otiier
patients," he says. "With the cuts, theywait get the necessary
drugs, and the numlier of beds for them will be reduced."
Ironicaliy, the raiuction in services wlH mean higher costs for tiie
city as patients will be forced to aowd into emergency roonteto
receive primary cae, adds Volbercfing.

Prez CiinMn's airo«n»nltik>
flop on banning nuclear testing has
peace atilvlsts hopf^ mad. In
his 1982 campaign bookia
"Putting People First," Clinton
wrote that "to stop weapons of
mass destruction from S|»ieadlng
[we shoukQ take the lead in itego-
tiating a Compr^enstve Test Ban
Treaty through a phased afproadi." But
in a report to Congress delivered May 6, Clinton advocated tfie
resunHition of testing by September 1993. Tliae has been no
testing since September 1992 underthe current mmatorium,
which requires the Presld^tto negotiate a conprehensive ban
ity 1996. But a resumpticMi In tests in the U.S. would protiably
(Mompt Russia and France to foiiow suit and thus kiH any
chances of a ban being signed by 1996.
CoNTRIBUTORA; QeOROE COTMRAN, ViNCE BiELSKI, OAVfO Morbensterm

UTIUTY CABINET ONLY
$19.99M

•m ISPSbiA
'wil

• White or Black
• 3 open shelves
• 3 shelves behind doors
• 25"Wx9-l/2"Dx20"H

5 SHELF
BOOKCASE

$49.99
• White or dork Oak

laminate finish
• 30"Wx 11-l/2"Dx72"H
• 3-Shelf (48"H) $39.99
• 2-Shelf (28"H) $29.99

COMPUTER
CHAIR $49.99
• Black Fabric w/ steel '
frame

• Adjustable seat height
• Adjustable back height
• On castors for easy
mobility

• Scotchguord fabric
protector

COMPUTER
CART $79.99
• Pull-out shelf for

Keyboard
• Pull-out shelf for Printer
• Black orWhite laminate
finish

• On castors for easy
mobility

3 PIECE DESK
SET $99.99
• Includes Desk, Return
and Rolling File

• Block laminate finish
• Desk 54"Wx23"Dx30"H
• Return 36"W x 20"D x 28"H

Computer Desk, Connector
& Desk Pictured

GLASS
EXECUTIVE
DESK $169.99
• Z collection, steel frame
w/ 5mm tempered gloss

• Executive desk 58"W x

28"D x29"H
• Computer Desk $199.99
30"W X 28"D

• Executive Return $69.99
25"Wx 16"Dx27"H

• Corner Connector $39.99

FURNITURE
EXPRESS OUTLET
667 Folsom St. • SF, CA • 495-2848

(between 2nd & 3rd)
M-F 11-7 • Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-6
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DRAn DEEI NIGHT
*2°°PnCHER$
on Tuesdays with purchase of

a large 2'topping pizza.
* Not valid w/other offers. Tax & gratuity not

included. No substitutioirs.
Not valid on delivery or pick-up. Must mention

coupon. Expires 6/21/93

775-9300 626-4006
418 Beach Street 598 Height Street

(comer of Taylor) (comer of Steinar)

FREE DELIVERY ON
ALL IVIENU ITEIVIE

SUN-THUR 11-MIDNIGHT • FRI-SAT UNTIL 1AM

Quality Fast Service
at Low, Low Prices

BRAKES
Special from

S47«
Front or rear
Pads & shoes
Guaranteed for life!
^. Free brake inspection
2. Install new Bendix pads
or heavy duty shoes*

3. Repack wheel bearings
4. Anti-squeak treatment
5. Road Test
* Bendix Brakes with lifetime guarantee

CLUTCH
Special from

$247'®'
Guaranteed

2 yr.,20,000 miles on parts
1 yr., 12,000 miles on labor
• Front wheel drive included
• New factory parts for
imports and most
domestics (not rebuilt)

• Free lifetime service

adjustment
1. Pressure Plate
2. Clutch Disc
3. Throw out Bearing
4. Pilot Bearing

Discount Brake & Clutch
740 Valencia Street (between 18th and 19th)
431 -9400 M-F 7:30 - 7:00 • SAT 8:00 - 6:00 aF

MustprnaiXadwhwiurvioeafdwlsvnltMn. Calllwtvarranlydsaat. cut aid ngM Vucks. Himw
padtextra. Swnetimaa additional pans and labor may be needad lo oomrbe substanilaL Wa padorm the hlgliaet bualiy sanrlca at lha lotvasi possi

SMOG INSPECTION

^6^0 a:
for cerL

WE WILL BEAT ANY
LOWEH AOVERTSEO

PRICE BY $2.00.

FREE RETEST WHILE-U-WAIT i

^HEN WORKJS DONEi±ER£ '
LUBE, OIL& FILTER ~1

• Up to 5 quarts
I O" f'lte''' Check Vital Fluid Levels

TUNE UP & SERVICE ~l
$5795J # 4 cyl.

47.95 6 cyl.
57.95 8 cyl.

I Smog Stop
I 4199 Mission St.

334-7664

, 3 Blocks from Silver
M-F 8-6:30 & 8-5

••••••••

Discount Smog &
Lube

3300 Army Street
647-7665

OlympicCasatS. Van Ness
M-F 8-6:30 & SAT 8-5

continuedfrompreviouspage
Most ACT UP chapters nationwide

have either folded or grown sluggish
following years of confrontational street
politics thatwere the hallmark ofAIDS
and gay activism. Larry Kramer, the
New York playwright and founding
patriarch ofACT UP, admitted in an
interview that all iS not well within the
activist group. "Some ACT UP chapters,
including LA, NewYork, San Francisco
and others, have declined in activity,"
he said. But he blames the demise of the
D.C. chapter on political apathy. "ACT
UP never really took root in D.C., main¬
ly because the community is not an
activist community," he said.
A few chapters, like ACT

UP/Philadelphia, have prettymuch
abandoned the streets formore cerebral
goals, like sending alternative treatment
advocates to the 9th International AIDS
Conference in Berlin later this year.
Others have had major drops in mem¬
bership, like ACT UP/New Yoik, which
hasMen from nearly a thousand to
only about 150 members.
Ironically, some activists say their very

success 1ms partly contributed to the

lull inmore militant tactics. Virg Parks
ofACT UP/GoIden Gate in San
Francisco said, "All those demonstra¬
tions happened [at the 1990 6th
IntematioiMl AIDS Conference in San
Francisco] because they wouldn't let us
in. And now, as a kind of counterpoint
to that, I'm speaking at the 9th
International AIDS Conference because
they invited me to. That's becoming
much more of a common occurrence,"
Parks continued. "We don't have to
scream and yell and march and block
the street and get our heads bashed by
the police and get arrested. We don't
have to do that any more because the
system is willing to work with us."
But there is a real danger of ramptant

apathy. Parks adds, in this growing insid¬
er status. Clinton, for instance, has Men
short on such campaign promises as lift¬
ing the HIV immigration restrictions and
naming an AIDS czar to cocrdiiMte fed¬
eral programs to battle the epidemic.

"AIDS activists and gay civil rights
activists were being incredibly naive if
we thought that Bill Clinton was going
to be our hero," said Paries.

Keith Clark

Maps Of Wrath Coronado, one ofmany migrant workers still
being exploited in Califomia, is suing bisformerjanitorialfirm.

Minimum wage sieves

Suit: migrants swindied
out of their rights
WhenAfiaCoronado, aGuatenialan immigrant, was

first offered a job as amovie
theater janitor, he was given a contract
to sign before beginning his assignment.
Eager forwork, CororMdo signed the
formwithout realizing it precluded him
from basic employee rights to overtime
pay and a salary aboveminimum wage.
According to lawyers who last week

filed a lawsuit on his behalf, CorotMdo's
case is representative ofwhat has be¬
come a very common form ofmigrant
worker exploitation in Califomia.

The lawsuit, filed May 20 in Santa
Clara County Superior Court, claims
that Lucero Service Co., the janitorial
firm that hired CoroiMdo, made him
sign on as an independent contractor
rather than as an employee. As a result,
the company, which cleans more than
30 theaters in the Bay Area (including
the cavernous Kabuid 8), allegedly vio¬

lated state labor laws by often paying
Coronado less than the minimum wage
and never giving him overtime for
working seven-day weeks of up to 50
hours, said the suit.

"Increasingly, employers convenient¬
ly and arbitrarily clarify employees as
independent contractors to deny work¬
ers minimum wage, overtime, workers'
comf>ensation and unemployment
insurance," said Jose Sanchez, an attor¬
ney at the San Francisco Employment
Law Center.
The lawsuit also alleges that

CororMdo, a supervisor, was wrongfully
fired after he refused to carry out a man¬
ager's order to increase the workload of
the janitors without increasing their
compensation.
Harry Braten, president of Lucero

Service Co., was unavailable for com¬
ment.

Dylan Callaghan

Recycling scam

Plasdcs end
up overseas
in landfllls
Anew study byGreenpeace saysthat about halfof the plastic con¬

tainers that Americans recycle
actually end up in overseas landfills,
mostly in Asia.
The reriMihder, the study says, is

melted down to produce cheap prod¬
ucts like uritMl shields and shoe soles,
which end up in landfills in a nMtter of
months. "People think that they are
doing the right thing by setting this stuff
out on the sidewalk to be picked up,"
said Greenpeace spokesman Bill
Walker. "But that's a complete myth."

Between September 1^2 and
February 1993, more than 30,000 tons'
of plastic waste passed throughWest
Co^ potts on the way to countries like
ChiiM, the Philippines and Guatemala,
according to the study.
In an effort to shut down this global

pipeline of plastic waste, the envirorE
mental group is targeting waste collec¬
tion companies that do the shipping.
Referring to the nation's largest waste
collector, Ann LeotMrd ofGreenpeace
said, "Recycle America should change
its name to Dump on ChiiM because it's
not recycling and it's not in America."
On April 28, several Greenpeace

activists chained themselves to railcar-
sized containers at the port ofLong
Beach and blocked the loading of20
tons ofplastic waste onto ships headed
for SouAeast Asia.

But Gary Petersen, director of envi¬
ronmental afMs at Recycle America,
said the real villains are plastic resin pro¬
ducers and containermanufacturers.
They refuse to use recycled plastic in
the making ofnew products. "The plas¬
tics industry needs to get its act togeth¬
er," Petersen said.

However, he did admit that the bot¬
tom-line profit motive ofwaste collec¬
tors also drives the shipping of plastic
waste overseas. With somuch plastic
refuse closing the market here, he
said, waste collection companies have
to sell plastics at extremely low prices.

Petersen also rebuffed claims by
Creei^Kace that much ofdie waste
shipp^ overseas ends up in landfills
"WWle in cerMi circumstances people
may be doing stupid things, the people
we deal with are reputable. They don't
do those thir^ that Greenpeace says." .

The problem of overseas dumping is
severe enough to have gained the atten¬
tion ofCarol Browner, head of the
Environmental Protection Agency.
Greenpeace has metwith Browner's
deputies, and report back that they are
amenable to a bw or some limitations
on the exportation ofplastic waste. But,
sources say. Bush holdovers in the EPA
are still blocking restrictions, and envi¬
ronmentalists will have towait until
those officials are purged by Clinton.
The recycling controversy begs a big¬

ger question: Should companies stop
producing plastic once and for all?

Petersen contends that plastics are
here to stay, and that the emissions cre¬
ated in producing and recycling plastic
products are "minuscule."
Walker ofGreenpeace sees it differ¬

ently. "This stuff is bad start to finish,"
he said. "It emits carcinogenswhen you
produce it, it creates fodder for lancM
after it's created, and it emits more toxic
substanceswhen you try to re-process
it. The only environmentally sound
thing to do is to stop using plastic."

George Cothran
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AiliiseWomenWith Ai^S?
By Carol Tice

Though the carpet is worn In Mary Lucey's rented Venice
home and the couch sports a few holes, her smile indicates
the place is har idea of paradise. Her lover, Nancy, emerges
from a back room to ask if she needs anything. A pair of big
shaggy dogs lounge In the sunny entryway.
Only the stacks of protest literature and the tired look

around Lucey's eyes break the homey mood. As she talks
about her life, it becomes clear why this simple demestic
scene gives her such pleasure. Addicted to heroin at eigh¬
teen, slio eventually landed her in the Califomia Institution
forWomen at Trontera for drug use. She was paroled In 1988.
Last year, a one-night stand with her ex-husband left her

pregnant. Six months into the pregnancy, she became ill and
learned she had AIDS. One year ago, she had the baby and
gavo it up for aHnption. (The baby has tested negative.)
Later she was returned to Frontera for a parole violation. *!

got high and I got caught,' Lucey, now thirty-two frankly
admits. This time, as a woman with AIDS, her Incarceration In
Frontera's Walker A — the segregated ward for all of Califo^
nia's women Inmates with HIV disease — was a new and

nightmarish experience. (The ACLU has filed a lawsuit alleg¬
ing a stay In Walker A constitutes cruel and unusual punish¬
ment.) Though she was released In a week, what happened In
Walker A is never far from her mind.
Determined to help the women who remain on the ward,

Lucey trecame octive in the wemen's caucus of ,*.CT-tiP/LA
(AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power/Los Angeles).

What happened when you were returned to Fron¬tera?
1 had my AZT on me, so they sent a medical tech¬

nician-administrator over to interview me to go into Walker A.
He took my AZT away and said, "You're not going to get this
back until you see a doaor." I was out in a week and I never
saw a doctor in that time. I was really shocked that they took my
AZT away from me — how could they jeopardize my health like
that? But then I got into Walker A and I was totally amazed at
what was happening in there.

H7)ar were the conditions?
All these women were in there that were either HIV-positive,

ARC [AIDS Related Complex], or AIDS. The people who were
just positive were put in with people that were full-blown AIDS.
The staff very seldom would touch anybody in the unit. I saw a
lot of sick women that weren't being treated for simple things
that can be treated. You had to have so many T-cells in order for
the doctor to give you AZT. There were women having babies,
and these women weren't getting six-week checkups. One
woman had a yeast infection so bad she couldn't get out of bed.
From what I hear, she still hasn't gotten treatment. So I'm sur¬
prised she's still alive.
There's no AIDS doctor. The infirmary does not have a

Mary Lucey

license to treat people. So if somebody's dehydrated, they can't
even give them an I.V. They can't give injections. They're basi¬
cally equipped to give out aspirin — that's the end of it. Also,
when you go in front of the parole board, you have to wear a
mask or you don't get paroled.
Other inmates are allowed Family Living Unit (FLU) visits,

where their kids and spouses can stay over for two nights. But in
Walker A, if you have children under eighteen, you cannot have
a FLU visit with them. You cannot have a FLU visit with your

spouse, either. A lot of these women in Walker A are doing a lot
of time and they're not going to ever get out alive. And for them
not to be able to spend any quality time with their children is
really bad. They can come into the visiting [area] and see them,
but visifing isn't private. So it's cruel.
I think if my parole ofiBcer thought I deserved to be in there,

she would have left me there. I think she felt like I slipped, but
it's no reason to give somebody a death sentence.

, What sort of relationships develop among the women
on WalkerA?

There's a lot of tension. Also, there's no education for these
women. They're not even going to hand you a pamphlet. You're
in the dark. They have an AIDS counselor there — the women
call her The Grim Reaper, because she has no compassion. She
has that thing where she doesn't want to touch them. She hands
you an AIDS maintenance book and says, "Here's the book,
you're going to die, there's nothing more I can tell you." When I
spoke to her, she' knew less about the disease tlian most of the
women did.

What problems have you been hearing aboutsince you left?
My fnend Judy Cagle called me up and said, "We

have absolutely no heat. We haven't had heat tliis year. Women
are getting sicker and sicker." You only get one blanket, and it's
an army blanket. So a lot of the inmates were getting dressed in
their clothes and sleeping in the same bed to stay warm. And „

they were being threatened that they would add six months of ^

time for homosexual activities. Some of them don't have six"
more months. And all they were doing was trying to keep warm. ^
I got through to the program direaor, and he went over and got
the heat turned on.

I don't understand why these women are segregated. Even if
they're just HIV positive, they're segregated from the rest of tlte \
prison, and that's another reason why women don't come for-

■ ward and get tested. Because they're scared of being put in .

Walker A. V
So you think there are women in the general prison

population that are HIV-positive? O
With as much needle exchange as is going on out there? Oh, ^

definitely. There's roughly 2,600 women in Frontera. I'd say at
least 500 are positive. And there's about 30 women in Walker A.
Most women are terrified of going into Walker A, because *.
there's death all 'around. It's real hard, if you're dying in there.

What'syour life like now?
My life now— being an activist is a full-time job. Every day of

my life, has more quality time now. I really appreciate my free¬
dom. I have a very good relationship. I'm really happy with my
life. I thought that being positive, oh, it's downhill from here, but
it's not like that. I like living a lot better now. I've been feeling
real healthy, and I quit smoking.
Honestly, my support program is Nancy and ACT-UP, the

women's caucus. 'We take every precaution to protect Nancy.
We do practice safe sex — we're very cautious. She tests periodi¬
cally and the tests always come back negative, thank God. But
we don't put ourselves in a high-risk category. I think a lot of
people don't tell their partners that they're positive, and I think
you're risking somebody else's life, and you're playing God, and
it's not right.

H Due to the lack of response from prison officials, ACT-UP has
created a neto committee to address this issue. The Prisoners With

^ AIDS Advocacy Committee United (PWAACU) meets every other
Sunday in Venice. For information, call the ACT-UP hotline, (213)
654-1639



;ai'e for prisoners with AIDS protested

V*f>e9M'T>w Orartg* County Reglstcf
. vhn Kimball, right, shouts at po)lc« during a protest Friday In Frontera demanding better care of AIDS patients at the women's prison there/3

i^eporl: Conditions vile at prison
Inspector says Frontera filthy,
medical staff largely indifferent
5/ James V. Grimaldl
'•« C/ar-ge County Register

Doctors and nurses at the wom-
..Ts state prison in Frontera pro-

■ Je dangerously indifferent
n-.edical care In facilities that are

antiquated, understaffed

and poorly organized, the state
health department said in a re¬
port released Friday.
The inspection report of the

California Institution for Women,
the nation's largest women's
prison, said the medical facilities
are so disorganized that ill in¬

mates are not provided compre¬
hensive plans to treat their ail¬
ments or track their illnesses.
The announced inspection on

Sept. 19-20 by the Department of
Health Services was prompted by
a series of articles in The Orange
County Register that detailed a
longstanding pattern of neglect
by an ill-equipped and often indif¬
ferent medical staff.
The Department of Corrections-

agreed Friday to write a plan to

correct the myriad of problems
found during the inspection, said
Paul Keller, regional health ser¬
vices adrninistrator.
The Depanment of Health Ser¬

vices evaluaior found a para¬
lyzed inmate with multiple scle¬
rosis defecating in her bed be¬
cause there was no one to help her
to the bathroom.
In another case, the investiga¬

tor found an anorexic inmate so

Please see FRONTERA/'26

FRONTERA: Problems exist
throughout facility, report says
FROM 1
emaciated that he demanded that
prison doctors send the inmate to a
local acute-care hospital.
The anorexic patient's care was

similar to that of another inmate.
Joyce Joanne Baeza, a convicted j
forger who died of starvation at the
prison in October 1989. Her death
was among five deaths first report¬
ed in a series in the Register.
For the stories, medical experts

reviewed patient records and
found five inmates died from treat¬
able ailments ranging from starva¬
tion to diabetes.
The investigator attempted to in¬

vestigate the five deaths but was
oniy given _;'ormation in the
Baeza death.
In that case, the investigator

found that a request for an urgent
request for a blood test was not
done for nine hours. The lest
showed Baeza's iron, chloride and
carbon-dioxide counts were dan¬
gerously low. Baeza died about six
hours before the test was complet¬
ed. There was no documeniaiton
that cardio-pulmonary resuscita¬
tion was performed.
Mary Jane Mtxire. regional ad¬

ministrator for the Department of
Health Services, said the inspec¬
tion confirmed the Register's abi¬
des, which documented that in¬
mates often waited weeks for
Ircaimcnl or were denied treat¬
ment altogether, leaving some per¬
manently disabled or suffer.ng
from serious but treatable condi¬
tions.
Tipton Kindel,* spokesman for

the Department of Corrections,
said the report contained inaccura¬
cies but declined to/name them.
"We have recognizeU for a long
lime that there are ctnditions that
need correcting" at Rroniera. Kin-
del said. * \
The Department of Heidlh Ser¬

vices' inspection had to be* an¬
nounced in advance so the investi¬
gator could gain permissionuo en¬
ter the prison, Moore said. |
The report noted a wide rapge of

problems from shoddy medical
care to faulty plumbing and possi¬
ble asbestos contamination.

The report said;
M The psychiatric unit, which
houses 94 inmates, was "found to
be crowded, dark. There was a
strong urine odor. The floors uere
cluttered with trash and debns.
The floors were stained and there
was w.ncr damage to tlic w.alls.

"The inmates complained about
the backup of the sewer, showers
broken, cold water, cold food, food
brought to the unit covered with
flies, cockroach infestation, crowd¬
ed Jiving conditions, medical prob¬
lems ignored and a lack of thera¬
py '*
■ The r acutely disturbed psy¬
chiatric inmates housed in the
maximum-security Greystone
building receive no therapy other
than the use of psychotropic medi¬
cation.
■ Food-preparation equipment
w as unlawfully unsanitary. and the
dietarv- kitchen was being used im¬
properly.
The dietar\- kitchen health cen-

j ter "is not to evaluate the nutrition-
, al needs of the high-risk inmates."
1 Instead, the dietary kitchen was
I helping kitchen workers plan

There were no therapeutic diets
prescribed for patients with high-
blood pressure, stomach problems,
food intolerances, diabetes and
chewing and swallowing difficul¬
ties.
One inmate who was receiving

dialysis two times a week did not
receive the proper diet. .Another in¬
mate was unable to eat because
she was missing ber lower den¬
tures.
■ The heating and air-condition¬
ing iysiem dixis not work correct¬
ly. In the summer, the infirmary
gets as hot as 90 degrees and as
cold as 48 degrees in the winter.
The ventilation system malfunc¬

tioned. endangering the control of
the spread of infection.
■ Fire hazards can be found
throughout the medical facilities.
Parts of the infirmary lack fire

doors, adequate fire-aiarm sy
terns, working exit signs and
smoke detectors. The generator
cannot supply emergency lighting
Wiring was exposed and electrical
plug covers were broken.
Oxygen cylinders were stored

unsecured outside the infirmary in
a room cluttered with trash and
debris.
■ Unsanitary conditions were
found fhrouehoui the infirmary
Room vents were either missing

or caked with thick layers of dirt
and gnme. Clean and soiled linens
were stored in the same closet
' Infectious waste was stored ii
large receptacle without a tight
fittiiic lid. Flies lighted around the
ciMit.iiner. Flies landed on staff
members, patients, supplies and
food.

patients'
records
evaluated
The Orange County Register
A Department of Health

Services investigator re¬
newed the records of four in¬
mates who were patients in
the infirmary of the Califor¬
nia Institution for Women.
Here is the evaluator's anal¬
ysis:

O Inmate was admitted
to the infirmary for anore.via
nervosa. She weighed 87
pounds.
Lab work ordered two davs

earlier was not on her health
record. When found, the lab
work revealed abnormal
v.-'mpioms- There was no
nursing assessment, no care
plan. The only documenta¬
tion of food intake was Sept.

when a quarter of her din-
..cr was consumed.Staff said
she was refusing food. Her
blood pressure was SO 40.
The evaluator demanded

that the patient be trans¬
ferred to an outside acute-
care hospital.
■ An inmate on dialysis

twice a week was ordered to
restrict her fluid intake, but
there was no documentation
that it was monitored. "They
just eyeball ii." a nurse told
the evaluator.
There was no dialysis diet

prescribed.
There was no patient-care

plan, nursing assessment or
dietary assessment.
A l^ab report was requestedbut had not been returned to

her charts. When it was
found, they revealed abnor¬
mal symptoms.

M An inmate was admit¬
ted with diagnoses of a
stroke, seizures and Parkin¬
son's disease.
Her records did not contain

a nursing assessment, pa¬
tient-care plan or dietary as¬
sessment.
She had lost her lower den¬

tures and had not received
new dentures. Therefore she
was unable to eat.
A breast cancer patient,

she was upset that her che-
tnotherapy had been discon¬
tinued when she was admit¬
ted in July 1990.

■ Inmm,. ndniitltd
muluple s.-lfiosis uus foun.
10 haie no nursing nsscss-
nient, paiieni-careplan or di¬
etary assessment. The in-
jnate. who is paralyzed be¬low the waist, was not given t
physical evaluation or a the
tipist for upper extrerni
weakness.

Also, she was given no d<
vices to help her move. Sh
has requested a trapeze ba
to help her pull up and tur
from side to side.
She must defecate in he

bed because there is no one i

help her.
She is given a bath once

week, and it is the only tirr
she gets out of bed.
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Seeking
AltlMDiH
Success
in S.F.
By Glen Helfand

So THE HELP of DavidLynch hasn't pushed
Chris Isaak into the

stratosphere of super-
stardom— that doesn't

mean you can't live in the Bay
Area, be hip and hit it big. MC
Hammer got huge here (and
moved). Red-hot bands Digital
Undetground and Faith NoMore
have major label deals and still
live here. Jellyfish, that band that
floated up from nowhere, is ex¬
ploiting their psychedelic
hometown roots to land
themselves on network televi¬
sion. We live in a mecca of free

thinking and political correct¬
ness where stardom is a nasty
word— yet we all hover around
it.
In the visual arts, success is an

even more slippery concept.
Contemporary art is often
perceived as highbrow and
elitist; artists' importancewithin
the local cultur^ framework is
often given short shrift. At its
most underground, the local art
community is populated with
many of the same black-clad
hipsters you'd find at many a
SOMA nightclub. But these days,
glamorous superstars of the arts,
people like Keith Haring, Cindy
Sherman, Robert Mapplethorpe
orJeffKoons, are harder to find
in San Francisco.

Drawing crowds made up of
every cool person in town, Mark
Pauline blurs the lines between

sculpture and rock and roll with
his Survival Research
Laboratories industrial-strength
performance events. You'd be
hard-pressed to find that same
group of people at a painting
exhibition.

San Francisco is a bit con¬

fused when it comes to its art.
continued on page 13

ACT UP Blows Up
It had come to symbolize gay power
in 8.E It was the fastest growing
political group in town.
Last week, it split into two camps.
Is the rupture permanent?
Michele DeRanleau reports.

m \A. ' H

VCaiydc Palmer
(left), .\ndrea
Stanley (lop
right). .Adele
Morrison



DEREK AND THE DOMINOS
The Layla Sessions

20th ANNIVERSARY EDITION
One of the greatest milestones in rock history created by rock legends

ERICCLAPTON, BOBBYWHITLOCK, CARLRADLE, JIMGORDON
and DUANE ALLMAN and guided by famed producer TOM DOWD.

This superb 3 compact disc/3 cassette boxed set includes the following:
• The entire 77-minute LAYLA album, on one cd/cassette, digitally
remixed from the original multi tracks, including Laylai Bell Botrohi
Blues and Little Wing.

• Features 2 'A hours of unreleased music - jams, alternate masters
and rehearsals.

• A 16-page booklet and individual studio tracking sheets. .

ON SALE NOW !
31M

3 cASsertES 3 COMPACT DISCS

Remember, almost anywhere you go, you'll find a Rainbow!
HmOCH 2549 San Jobs Drive
• BERKELEY. 2224 Shattuck Ave.
CASTRO VALLEY.3040 Casfo Vate^ Blvd
CUPERTINO. (056? De Anza BM.

R'DAVe. 212 F Street
/}» EMERYVILLE Pavel Street Plaza
R FREMONT. Fremont Hub
'LARKSPLIR Mann Central Plaza
• MtLPTTAS 1201 E. Calaveras BM.
'MOLNTAIN VIEW. 1040 Grs^t Road

R'NAPA 3065 JeHerson
Rv OAKLAND. 3265 bikesfae Ave.
R'PALO alto. 447 University Ave
»SAN FRANCBCO 525 Castro St
RSAN FRANCISCO 2222 Filmare St
• SATfRANC6C0. 838 Market St

R* SAN FRANCISCO 25 Stanyan St
SAN FRANCISCO 217 Sutler St

R SAN FRANCISCO. .110 V7est Pom! Ave
• SAN XlSE 962 Blossom Hil Rd.

• SAN lEANDRO. US Greenhouse Mdrt PI
R'SAN RAMON 2435 S.RV^ey Bf.d.

SANTA CRUZ 1128A Paak Ave.
R SANTA ROSA 2180 Mendoano Ave.
• SANTA ROSA 2665 Santa ffcsa AVe
• SONOMA 19201 Sonoma Hwy
UNION CTTY. AIverado NIes at Decob Fid

R*VALLEX). 3272 Sonoma Blvd
R WOODSDE 30 Woodside Plaza

YOU'LL FtHD VIDEO FOR SALE AT ALL RAMBOW LOCATIONS!
• = TKXEJRON LtKAWNS
R= WB) F€R fVEKT

Fmilliig the
perfect jeb
continuedfrom previouspage
won't be competing against five
million other wannabes to shovel tox¬
ic waste forminimum wage. Employ¬
ment agencies also probably have a'
better idea what jobs you are qualified
to perform. While you might envision
yourself as mayor of Hillsborough,
they might see you more as the data
entry type, and you'll probably get
better hours.
Since I first entered the job market

shortly after birth, I have held jobs in
all ends of the spectrum. One of the
first lessons I learned is that the
boredom quotient directly relates to
the salary. The more idiotic and
brainless a job is, the more money you
will be given. I once made $10 an
hour to run spelling checks on news
copy. I thou^t 1 was going to be ar¬
rested for theft.
Then there are jobs that you essen¬

tially perform for free because they
are "status jobs," the kind of jobs you
can brag about at parties and high
school reunions, the kind of jobs that
everyone views as symbols of success,
where it doesn't matter ifyou're living
on $1.63 a month because you are
now amember of a recognizable elite.
It's a tough trade-off, although I
would opt for the paycheck least like¬
ly to bounce in most cases, unless the
status job is too seductive to resist.
The best job 1 ever had was as a

summer camp counselor. Most people
scoff at the thought, hut look at the

facts: Three months of free room am

board in a nice location, unlimited use
of the camp Ford Escort, weekly
paychecks that translate directly into
disposable income, and a perfect tan
by the end of the summer. And,.best
of all, there are zero (0) job respon^
sibilities. None! You get paid to do/
nothing but sing a few rounds o''
"Down by the Riverside" over fist
sticks and batiana pudding.
Any time an actual summer camp

approaches you with a problem, lik'
"I'm homesick," "I'm in love with t"
camp dog," or "I've broken out •'
strange yellow rash," 1 would just t
them a pack of Marlhoros or a
pack of Dr. Pepper and they go av\
happy as clams at high tide! And y
become such a popular counselor th
the campers give you all the goodir
that arrive in the mail from home: th
chocolate chip cookies, the peani
brittle, Hershey Bars, salt water f
fy. . .. There are few jobs that o
such a magnitude of benefitf
course, you do have to sacrifice
personal freedom for three mo
hut isn't that a small price to p»
unlimited junk food, a great tan
hundred personal slaves?
The worst job I've held involv

assembly line and corrugated c
board. I won't elaborate, except tc
this job was a good argument ag-
drug testing.
If I could have any job, 1 w

choose Tom Wolfe's. Has he
broken a sweat? Does he have to s

public transportation for two ho
day to get to work by 8 am? Dot
haggle with his employer to get h
included on the company dental p
No. TomWolfe never even seems r

working. Every couple of years ht
a new book out and his suit n

even wrinkles. That is the ideal jt

ACT UP
Blows Up
continuedfrom page 9
Women, they argue, also face

economic barriers such as insurance
requirements, and are discriminated
against by an official definition of
AIDS that excludes HIV symptoms
that show up only in women (such as
chronic yeast infections).

At its best act up acted as apublicity machine, bringing
attention to specific problems,

framing demands and getting
them articulated through the media.
In the process, the group embarrass¬
ed the system into change. act up's
various committees investigated
delays, proposed actions to the
general body and acted as publicists,
lobbyists, investigative reporters and
merchandisers.
A week before the split, Dobson

was predicting the organization's
demise, but was confident that his
allies would help create a new group
to pick up the slack. "I have to helieve
what we're doing is going to work,"
he said. "If we continue with the
status quo, our friends are going to
die. We are going to lose as many
people in the next two or three years
as in the last 10." Dobson himself has
a T-cell count of less than 50, the sign
of a severely compromised immune
system.
"The key for us is not to get

bogged down in political realities,"
Dobson says. "We can't look at what
we've been able to get; we have to be
able to get what we need. We need
treatment and education, but not at
the expense of other services."
AdeleMorrison, a supporter of the

political approach, also recognized
the eventual split. "As the crisis shifts
and (AIDS) starts to impact more in

people of color communities, ACT UP
has had to look at how itwants to deal
with issues," Morrison says. She says
that as a blackwoman, she mustwork
harder to increase visibility of and
attention to her issues. "The focus is
still on the people in power who
aren't doing anything," she says. "But
we have to be able to articulate fects—
how AIDS impacts all affeaed groups.
The [treatment faction] has to be will¬
ing to put their butts on the line when
it's not them. That's what it means to
he an ally."
For three years, ACT UP has been

the soul, if not the heart, ofpolitics in
San Francisco's gay community. Alter¬
nately criticized and praised by its
own community, the organization has
pushed science to work faster and has
brought attention to the epidemic
before most people were personally
affected by it.
They ushered in a new wave of

street activism when Reagan's policies
and the AIDS epidemic had nearly
halted the momentum of the gay
liberation movement. But there was

always a current ofmistrust between
the treatment faction and the young
radicals who swelled ACT UP's ranks.
As the radicals raised underlying
political issues, they brought dif¬
ferences to the surface, differences
one organization could no longer
contain.

Members on both sides of the split
say they are committed to the fight
against AIDS, and that the two groups
will probably functionmore efficient¬
ly away from one another. It's a
political divorce where the par¬
ticipants will probably continue to
live together— sometimes more har¬
moniously than others times. As
Waiyde Palmer points out, "We can't
let our forwardmomentum get bogg¬
ed down in age-old political debates.
We need to continue to challenge
whoever needs to be challenged, but
we need to quit pointing fingers at
each other. We are all part of the solu¬
tion. These people arc my life rafts."B]
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Passion Ploy The unitedfrontpresented by ACT UP at the International Conference on AIDS inJune has dissolved into two factions—
equally determined to fisht the AIDS battle as they see fit.

ACT UP Blows Up
Politics splits San Francisco's AIDS activistmovement into
two camps — hut both sides agree to continue the struggle
By Michele De Ranleau

A late summer breeze cooled theevening air, but inside the
Women's Building on Thursday,
September 13, the exasperation of
200 members ofACT UP/San Fran¬

cisco caused room temperature to climb as they
braced for a fight— not the fight against AIDS,
but a fight over how best to fight the disease.
Voices cracked with frustration as the group

tried to hammer out a compromise. One man
sobbed visibly as he expressed his concern that
the organization he had devoted so much effort
to was reaching the breaking point. When he
finished, half the people in the room clapped.
"Once again, do not clap," warned facilitator

Eric Chiasullo, raising his hand for emphasis.
"We are not supporting positions now, we are
simply hearing objections to the proposal on
the floor." Chiasullo tried to keep the discussion
flowing smoothly. But almost every objection
was accompanied by whispered asides, snap¬
ping fingers to indicate approval, or loud groans
of disgust.
It has been three months since the Sixth In¬

ternational Conference on AIDS, when
members and supporters of ACT UP, angry at
government inaction against the epidemic, had
their dissatisfaction beamed into American liv¬
ing rooms during six steady days of protest.
Since the conference, the local chapter of the
organization has tripled in size.
It was a phenomenal rate of growth that, at

first, was welcomed by the leather-jacketed ac¬
tivists who had ushered the group through its
infancy. But it didn't take long formany of them
to realize that that the organization would not
be able to accommodate the internal political
and procedural differences that accompany
growth.
ACT UP had become, in the words of one

member, "a quagmire pf stagnation." More often
than not, the organization's consensus style of
decision-making — a process that required
unanimity before any action could be taken —
had led to increasing indecision. The rift be¬
tween two emerging factions was widening.
On one side were the pragmatists who

wanted the organization to focus its attention

solely on treatment issues, in the hope of ex¬
pediting the clinical use of medications that
show some promise against AIDS, but are not
fully tested. On the other side were the more
idealistic members, who wanted to continue to
take the fight against AIDS to the streets in an ef¬
fort to catalyze a political solution appropriate
to the demands of the epidemic.
At the meeting, representatives from both fac¬

tions met in what turned out to be a heated
discussion, to try to iron out a compromise. But
as time went by, more objections than solutions
were raised, more amendments were proposed
and more voices were raised against each other.
Toward the end of the session, only a small
group remained.
When the general body reconvened, the

debate on whether to abandon decision-making
by consensus in favor of a less unwieldy system
continued. Several people agreed to put aside
their personal objeaions to the proposal for the
'

'good of the group.'' Following a few minutes
of discussion, Chiasullo called for the final step
in the consensus process. "Do we have any
blocks?"
Three hands were quickly raised, once again

paralyzing the group. Muttered curses accom¬
panied the scraping of metal chairs across the
wooden floor as half the members stood up and
walked out of the room.

ACT UP/San Francisco, the most vocal and
visible local political organization in the fight
against AIDS, had split up.

The aids coalition to Unleash Power(act UP) began as a political expression
of gay men's very personal feelings of

powerlessness as they realized that they were
being left to die while the government and
media acted as though the best way to deal with
the epidemic was to ignore it. It was a move¬
ment born of frustration — not ideology.
Waiyde Palmer was there at the beginning—

one of those who "[wasn't] afraid to fight and
had nothing to lose" by signing the AIDS Action
Pledge in 1986. He was also one of the 30 or so
members of the pledge group who proposed
changing their name to the AIDS Coalition to
Unleash Power in January 1988. In doing so,
they joined a growing national coalition

dedicated to direct action for the purpose of
bringing public attention to the epidemic.

' 'We were a group ofpeople who discovered
that no matter how far we had come or how

many small successes we had gotten, graves
were still being dug and people were still being
written off by the government," Palmer recalls.
Palmer, who is 28, remembers his parents' in¬

volvement in the anti-Vietnam war movement

of the '60s, and likes to compare his political ac¬
tivity to that of his family. "The difference be¬
tween the anti-war movement and us is that

"Somepeople
equate thefight
againstAIDS with
revolution with a
capital R. The
people out here
expect thepandemic
.. .to end before
capitalism does."

John Sinclair
ACT UP

they had pictures on TV every day to keep their
anger alive," Palmer says. "We have memories
and old photographs. Ours is a silent war."
For Palmer and others, ACT UP was a way to

transform grief into anger and anger into power.
"If you're vocal and loud, people have to deal
with you," says AdeleMorrison.' 'ACT UP is a big
gang. We have our look, we have our colors, but
people have to realize that our image is not all
of ACT UP."
Indeed, the image of ACT UP that television

has popularized— the boisterous young rebels
who shouted down Health and Human Services

Secretary Louis Sullivan at the AIDS conference
in June, and the indignant protestors who shut
down the Golden Gate Bridge in a well-
publicized sit-in last year — is only half the
story. Behind the raised fists, day-glo hair arrd
angry rhetoric, is a sophisticated medical agen¬
da and intimate knowledge of the AIDS
bureaucracy.

As ACT UP raised questions about science and
the government's response to the epidemic,
"we were increasingly looked at as having the
answers," says Jesse Dobson, who knows as
much about the internal workings of the clinical
trial system for new medical drugs as most
researchers.
A columnist for the Sentinel, a San Francisco-

based gay weekly, Dobson emerged as a leader
in ACT UP's treatment issues caucus, and sits on
an advisory group of the AIDS Clinical Trials
Group (ACTG), which oversees AIDS research at
the National Institutes ofHealth. He is one of a
handful of activists who have penetrated the
AIDS bureaucracy and work inside the system
— backed up by the power of the street shakers.

It was the increasing willingness on the partof people like Dobson to work within the
system that precipitated the breakup of the

San Francisco chapter. As some ACT UP
members began to work with scientists and
researchers, other members worried that the
treatment issues caucus was selling out for
superficial changes — changes that would on¬
ly benefit those who could afford the exorbitant
price ofmedical treatment.
"IfACT UP's goal is to end the epidemic, it's

not going to end by getting health care and treat¬
ment to middle-class white gay men,'' protested
Rebecca Hensler, a member of ACT UP's
women's caucus and an advocate of the rights
of sex workers, pointing out that the incidence
of AIDS among people of color and continues
to grow at alarming rates. "It's not enough to
make treatment available; it has to be available
to everyone.''
Members of the treatment issues committee

agree that the widespread availability ofmedica¬
tion is a justifiable goal, but say that there has to
be a treatment before anyone can get it.
"Everybody is here because they want to fight
AIDS, but not everybody has the same idea of
how to go about it," said John Sinclair im¬
mediately after ACT UP's breakup. "Some peo¬
ple equate the fight against AIDS with revolu¬
tion with a capital R. The people out here ex¬
pect the pandemic . . . to end before capitalism
does."
Members of the treatment faction maintain

that what they refer to as "enforced political
correctness" within ACT UP only delays the
ultimate goal. "It's a matter of trust," Dobson
said two weeks before the breakup. "The peo¬
ple on the inside [of the AIDS bureaucracy] have
to avoid selling out, while the people outside
have to aa responsibly so they don't undermine
the people inside."
Dobson and other local ACT UP members

worked with representatives from the Federal
Drug Administration, National Institutes of
Health, and pharmaceutical companies to
design and implement a "parallel track" testing
mechanism, which allows promising drugs to
be released to people who are unable to enroll
in trials, even before the trials are completed.
Jerry Althoff is one who is personally

benefiting from the parallel track release of the
promising new antiviral drug called DDI. "If it
weren't for these people, the aaivist communi¬
ty," Althoff says, "I'm one of the ones who
would be — up the creek right now.''
After specifically targeted ACT UP protests,

and ensuing media coverage, the FDA stream¬
lined the drug approval process; Burroughs
Wellcome, the pharmaceutical giant that holds
the patent on AZT, lowered the price of the drug
20 percent on two occasions; and researchers
ended the use of placebos in some infant trials,
a practice some say allowed infants with AIDS
to die without receiving any kind of treatment.
The ACTG established a "patient constituency
working group" to give people with AIDS a say
in the policies that affect their lives, since the
clinical trials are often the only access to the
latest advances in medical technology.
But opponents of the insider approach say

this technology only benefits those who have
access to it. In inner-city communities where
the virus is spreading through needle-sharing
and unsafe sex, they explain that many do not
realize they are at risk. They lack basic health in¬
formation, not to mention information on
clinical trials or even HIV testing.

continued on page 12
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