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Vision
The Sufi Kathak Foundation is a non-profit registered society founded by Manjari Chaturvedi to create
awareness for Sufi Kathak and other ancient performing art traditions related to the Sufi thought. The
Foundation works towards promoting traditional art forms and at the same time providing scholarships
to students pursuing classical music and dance, and also pension and medical insurance to needy artists.

Mission
The aim of Sufi Kathak Foundation is to promote spiritual dance and music and world cultural unity, also
initiating children and orienting the youth to become self-employed through arts - dance and music, and
evolve a humanist outlook. The main objective of the foundation is to create centers for spiritual dance
and music, folk & classical dance and organise training classes, workshops and musical concerts to
promote Sufi Kathak and classical music in India as well as across the world. The society's mission is also
to provide financial and technical assistance to retired artist as well as to needy students who are
committed towards Sufi music and dance.

From the President’s desk
Over the past years, I have continuously observed a sustained growth in the work of the Foundation.
There is a continuous marked reorganization in the thought and the functioning of the organization and
yet maintaining an equal emphasis on each aspect of organizing concerts and at the same time putting
efforts towards research and archiving activities through the seminars and symposiums.
This year has also seen our first association with the Delhi Government and the National Foundation of
Communal Harmony. I am also happy to share that we were delighted to
organize the second edition of Seminar Understanding Qawwali. This year
we focused on the aspect that this music form touches the hearts of
people irrespective of their religion. Our 22 khwaja series is also making its
mark on the audiences and the poetry of Bedam Saab was so well
appreciated, this motivates us to bring out the poetry of other Sufi saints
through such public concerts. The response to the seminar and concerts
by research scholars/students/filmmakers and by audiences through
emails and messages of appreciation for our programmes is extremely
heartwarming and propels us to continue working on this music form as
part of our foundation activities. Our special project “The Qawwali Photo
Project” has also made its mark and next year we shall strive to invite
many photographers for their work on Qawwali.
The Foundation made its mark by reaching out to audiences in Kanpur for the first time.
Our online “Qawwali Heritage Museum” for the Qawwali lovers, where they can access the traditional
Qawwalies and can easily understand the meaning of those Qawwalies is functional but we need to raise
funds to archive more and update the same. The Foundation in the coming years would develop and
explore the medium of film making for our projects especially the 22 khwaja project as a series of films.
In continuation with our process of documentation in the coming year we shall also focus on printed
publication as books both on Sufi Kathak and Qawwali.
I am witnessing a significant growth in our audiences which is a promising sign for the artforms and I
hope that this increase also leads to an increase in our endeavors to raise sponsorships. I am happy to
state that we continue with our efforts to provide pension support and medical support to the artists and
every year the “artist association” with us is increasing, which means more work for us but also at the
same time means an increase in the inherent trust of the artists towards us.
Lastly, I would like to thank our patrons, donors and voluntary supporters for supporting our activities us
throughout the year and making this year a success.
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Preserving the Art:
Dialogues from the mystics
The 22 Khwaja Project – Hazrat Bedam Shah Warsi- A
Tribute
Date: 8th October, 2013
Venue: Rose Garden, India International Centre, New
Delhi
Artists: Janaab Nurul Hassan and Group, from
Barabanki Lucknow, Janab Arshad Husain Chishty from
Lucknow Uttar Pradesh & Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi
Sufi Kathak Foundation has organized a Sufi Music and Dance
Festival for the people of Delhi in the month of October. This
concert is a unique initiative by Sufi Kathak Foundation under
the 22 Khwaja Project series, a programme dedicated to the
Sufi Saints. This programme was the third under this project. The
“22 Khwaja Project” is a long term initiative taken by Sufi Kathak Foundation, to create awareness about
the lives and messages of Sufi Saints and to preserve, promote and create awareness for the traditional
Sufi music and dance. The first two were dedicated to Hazrat Chiragh-e-Delhi & Hazrat Nizam-ud-din
Auliya.
This year Sufi Kathak Foundation presented the tribute to
“Hazrat Bedam Shah Warsi”, a murid of Sufi Saint Hazrat
Deva Sharif, writing under the pen name of ‘Bedam’ whose
shrine is situated in a small village - Dewa of Barabanki, Lucknow.
He has written in-depth poetry that is sung till today at the
various shrines, however the public at large is unaware of the life
of this marvelous poet who lived and wrote under the influence
of the Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb.
The concert featured Qawwals from Barabanki and
Lucknow and Sufi Kathak danseuse Manjari Chaturvedi, the
approximately 120 minutes concert brought to life
the
profound poetry of Hazrat Bedam Shah Warsi . Manjari Chaturvedi portrayed the poetry of Bedam
Shah Warsi along with the Qawwali musicians.
The evening started with the lighting of Shama as a symbol of tribute to the Almighty by our Chief Guest,
Honorable Minister, Ms. Selja Kumari which was carry forward by the powerful vocal melody by
Janab Arshad Hussain Chishty with the poetry “Jo mujh mein bolta hai woh main nahi hoon, tu hai tu..”
which was further enhanced in the composition “main nizam se naina lada aayi re” in the lilting voice of
Janab Nurul Hasan. Sufi Kathak dance by Manjari Chaturvedi in these Qawwalis led to the uninterrupted
applause from the audience in each and every composition performed afterwards by more than 600
audience who in the end greeted the performers with a standing ovation.
At the end of the concert, President of Sufi Kathak Foundation Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi thanked all the
Artists and felicitated them with shawls and graciously thanked our Sponsors, GAIL and India
International Centre for their valuable support. She also mentioned special thanks to our Guest of Honor
Kumari Selja for lighting the lamp and staying all through the concert.
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Reminiscences:
Remembrances and stories told through
dance voice and rhythm
Date: 25h November, 2013
Venue: Kamani Auditorium, New Delhi
Artists: Darbari Kathak by Manjari Chaturvedi
Persian Percussions by Reza Karfar
Dhrupad by Shri Uday Bhawalkar
Reminiscences is the unique initiative by Sufi Kathak
Foundation for the Remembrances and stories were told
through dance, voice and rhythms.
Through this concert Sufi Kathak Foundation has relived
the Courtesan, remembered the Almighty and the Guru
through Dance, Rhythm and Voice, experienced words…
syllable… and sound, till all merged and nothingness
remained.
Concert featured Manjari Chaturvedi, who relived the remembrances of love of a courtesan.
Manjari through her dance nuances recreated the Awadhi darbar. The poetic words of love
explored through darbari kathak dance. Manjari Chaturvedi has left the audience awestruck with
an uninterrupted applause in every sequence performed.
The concert was further enhanced by the percussionist and
musician Reza Karfar, in remembrances of the Almighty,
Zikr by the rhythmic sound of the percussions Tombak and
Daff which lead audience to nothingness where only the
beauty of sound exists and created an essence of void and of
desires unfulfilled.
In final sequence the remembrances for the guru was
explored through dhrupad by one of the leading and a
brilliant artist Dhrupad Exponent Shri Uday Bhawalkar
from pune.
At the end of the concert, President of Sufi Kathak
Foundation Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi thanked all the Artists
and felicitated them with shawls and graciously thanked our
Sponsors, Bharti Airtel Limited and Indian Council of
Cultural Relations for their valuable support. She also
mentioned special thanks to our Guest of Honor Shri Dinesh
Trivedi and Shri Vinod Kapur for lighting the lamp.
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Sufi Kathak- Dance of the Mystics,
Under “the 22 Khwaja Project Series”
To promote the communal harmony and unity
between the different communities in India
Date: 15th February 2014
Venue: Ragendra Swarup Auditorium, Kanpur
Artists:Janaab Nurul Hasan and Group from
Lucknow
For the first time, Sufi Kathak Foundation organized a Sufi
Kathak concert for the people of Kanpur. This programme is
the fourth under this project. The “22 Khwaja Project” is a long
term initiative taken by Sufi Kathak Foundation, to create
awareness about the lives and messages of Sufi Saints and to preserve, promote and create
awareness for the traditional Sufi music and dance. The first three were dedicated to Hazrat
Chiragh-e-delhi, Hazrat Nizam-ud-din Auliya & Hazrat Bedam Shah Warsi of Barabanki,.
Concert featured Qawwals from Awadh and Sufi Kathak danseuse Manjari Chaturvedi, the
concert brought to life the profound poetry of Chishtiya Silsila, Hazrat Amir Khusrau and a
kalam from the Safipur Silsila . Manjari Chaturvedi portrayed the various Qawwali’s along
with the musicians. This program also presented a kalam dedicated to Sufi Saint Makhdum
Sah Safi, whose shrine is situated in a small village – Safipur, of Unnao Uttar Pradesh. In-depth
poetry that is sung till today at the various shrines, however the public at large is unaware of the
life of the marvelous poets who lived and wrote under the influence of the Ganga-Jamuni
tehzeeb
The evening started by paying homage to the Almighty by lighting the lamp by Honorable
Minister for Coal, Shri Sriprakash Jaiswal. The programmed started with the powerful vocal
melody of Janab Nurul Hasan with the poetry “main nizam se naina lada aayi re” which was
further enhanced in the composition “Tori Surat ke Balihari Nizam” in the lilting voice of Janab
Nurul Hasan. Sufi Kathak dance by Manjari Chaturvedi in these Qawwalis led to the
uninterrupted applause from the audience in each and every composition performed. The
repertoire of Qawwals also comprised of compositions from Safipur Silsila, which encapsulated
the audience in a spiritual trance. The audience greeted the performers with a standing ovation.
For most audience it was a memorable experience, as Sufi Kathak by Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi on
poetry sung by Janaab Nurul Hasan were performed for the first time in Kanpur.
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Seminar- Understanding Qawwali-2014
A Symposium Exploring the plurality of
the unified art-form
Date: March 8th & 9th, 2014
Venue: India International Centre
Lighting of the Lamp
Shri Ashok Sajjanhar, Secretary, NFCH

Introductory Note & Welcome Address
Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi, President, Sufi Kathak
Foundation

Speakers
Dr. Kumkum Srivastava, Professor, D.U.
Syed Zia Alvi, Urdu Poet & Scholar
Shri Pran Nevile, Indian Author
Prof. Kuljit Shellie, Professor D.U.
Dr. Gurinder Harnam, Professor D.U.
Dr. Vinay Srivastava, Professor D.U.

The Qawwali Photo-Project
Mr. Dinesh Khanna, Photographer

Documentary Films
Mr. Amit Mehra, Film-maker
Ms. Shazia Khan, Film-maker
Ms. Trisha Das, Film-maker
Ms. Manya Patil, Film-maker

Session Featuring Qawwali Musicians
Shri Vikram Lall, Founder of the Society for Art Appreciation and Research (SAAR)
Ustad Meraj Ahmed Khan Nijami and Janab Saqlain Nijami, representing the Qawwal Bachhe Gharana
Ustad Iqbal Ahmed Khan, custodian of the Delhi Gharana
Shree Naseer Ahmed Khan Warsi, representing the Qawwali traditions of Deccan region

Live Qawwali Performances
Qawwal Janaab Nurul Hasan from Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh, India
Qawwal Janaab Naseer-Nazeer Ahmed Khan Warsi from Hyderabad, India

The Symposium ‘Understanding Qawwali’ was in its second edition this year. The symposium is
organized in continuation with the five year programme of Sufi Kathak Foundation. This year
the symposium focused on Qawwali, not just as a traditional art form but as a cultural
symbol to represent the essence of ‘unity in diversity’ of India. The symposium provided
ways of scholarly discussion about the unifying aspect of Qawwali. This seminar focused on the
plurality of the Qawwali and musical structure of it, which shows that how Qawwali has
originated and what is basic structure of it. The seminar raised issues about the authentic form of
Qawwali and other perceived forms of this age old tradition.
Shri. Ashok Sajjanhar, along with Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi and the esteemed panelists of the
symposium, lit the lamp as a symbol of tribute and prosperity. Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi, the
Founder and President of Sufi Kathak Foundation, gave the welcome address and highlighted the
need for such an academic initiative for Qawwali. Shri. Ashok Sajjanhar, the presiding chair, of
the seminar discussed the prevalence of Qawwali across South Asia
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The two day symposium began with an introductory note by Ms Gillian Wright, the Moderator
for the session where she introduced all the panelists to the audience.
Talk by Dr. Kumkum Srivastava, Professor Delhi University, on Qawwali with reference to the
Qalandariya Silsila.
Talk by Syed Zia Alvi, an Urdu Poet, discussed the interpretation of poetic traditions in Qawwali,
"Qawwali mein shaayari ki ahemiyat aur kashish".
Talk by Shri Pran Nevile, an author of Indian Art, Indian Culture &Indian History, on
contribution of legendary Qawwals like Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan and others, who
popularized Qawwali also through cinema in the last 100 years as one of the most important
genres of Indian music.
An interesting interactive session, Shri Vikram Lall was in conversation with ninety year old
doyen of Qawwali, Ustad Meraj Ahmed Nizami and his family, along with Ustaad Iqbal Ahmed
Khan and Janab Naseer Ahmed Khan Warsi. The discussion centered on the original form of the
Qawwali and about the history and development of the musical form and the impact of modern
times on the practitioners of the tradition.
“The Qawwali Photo Project”, presentation by Shri Dinesh Khanna eminent photographer
presented his body of work “The Qawwals of Nizamuddin”
Screening of short documentary film “Basant” by Shri Amit Mehra who showcased the
unique aspect of celebrating Basant at the Sufi Shrine.
Screening of a documentary by Ms Shazia Khan’s titled “Sama-Muslim Mystic Music of India”, a
film that covered not only Qawwali but also other mystical music from all over India.
The In keeping with the theme of the seminar this year of “exploring the plurality of the unified
art form” the evening performance began with the Qawwals Janab Nurul Hasan singing poetry
representing the unique Ganga-Jamuni culture of Awadh. The highlights of the evening were
Hyderabadi Qawwals Janaab Naseer-Nazeer Ahmed Khan Warsi who captured the audience in
an ambit of mystical Qawwali music starting with singing Kabir, har ko har mein paaya,
emphasizing the secular traditions of India.
The second day Seminar commenced with a welcome address by Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi,
President, Sufi Kathak Foundation, introducing the audience about the lectures and presentation
on previous day and thanking the audience for their presence.
Talk by Prof. Kuljit Shellie, (Professor, Delhi University) an expert on medieval poetry (special
reference to Sufi, Kissa and Gurmat poetry) and Pakistani Punjabi Literature.
Talk and presentation by Dr Gurinder Harnam (Professor, Delhi University), a music composer,
conductor, teacher, and a vocalist par excellence gave a detailed presentation and a talk on the
Musical Structure of Qawwali.
Talk by Prof. Vinay Srivastava, gave a thought provoking insightful talk on the anthropology of
the art-form of Qawwali.
Screening of short documentary film “The Diya in the Dargah” by a young talented film maker
Ms. Trisha Das.
A Discussion with the Qawwals Janab Naseer Ahmed Khan Warsi & Janab Nazeer Ahmed Khan
Warsi in conversation with Syed Zia Alvi, Dr. Gurinder Harnam and Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi,
where the Qawwals shared their experience of singing both at the Sufi shrines as part of the

Annual Report 2013-14

Page 7

annual Urs at the shrines and singing at concerts and displayed their ability to structure their
performances to suit the audience.
 The last session of the Seminar ended with the screening of a documentary “The Divine Mystics”
by Ms. Manya Patil dedicated to the well known Sufi shrine of Hazrat Shah Niyaz of Barielly.
The two day seminar ended with a vote of thanks by Ms Manjari Chaturvedi, President, Sufi
Kathak Foundation, where she gave a complete view of all that has been discussed in last two
days and thanked the kind supporters and funders whose gracious support made this interactive
symposium possible. She also informed the audience and invited them for the next seminar to be
held in first week march 2015.

Preserving and archiving the Arts:
The Qawwali Heritage Museum
As a part of its conservation and promotion of art activities, Sufi Kathak Foundation informally
maintains a collection of books, audio recordings, video recordings, instruments, compositions
etc. The Qawwali Project, which is an archiving initiative, is a support project to the Qawwali
Heritage museum, to expand the collection at The Qawwali Heritage Museum.
At present, Sufi Kathak Foundation has launched the web interface of the Qawwali museum i.e.
www.qawwalimuseum.com. The museum is a one of a kind digital initiative that is responsible
for maintaining a digital archive of high quality audio recordings, video recordings, books,
instruments and other items that truly represent this tradition. Currently the museum is a digital
interface that is accessible across the world through the medium of the internet. This web
interface is developed in order to provide a brief demonstration of the actual museum with
samples of collections which will be housed in the physical space of the museum to be
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developed in the future. Sufi Kathak Foundation plans to expand the current museum with help
from external funding agencies.
We have been visited by scholars from other countries, which have shown interest in the
Foundation’s activities and used the resources available in the informal archive of the
Foundation.
“The Qawwali Photo Project”,
This is an initiative by the Foundation to invite the photographers, to shoot and document
various aspects of Qawwali, like the performers, the concerts, their association with shrines, their
general lives, their interaction with audiences. Qawwali is an art-form which cannot only survive
with only the people practicing it, the art-forms also need in equal amounts people to research,
debate, document, and film and present the form in different creative formats. Similar to other
oral traditions and the intangible forms, even Qawwali needs a serious documentation and
research. And photography is a very powerful medium.

Empowering the Wanderers:
Pensions, Scholarships and Medical Support
As a part of its activities, Sufi Kathak Foundation has been supporting the practitioners of Sufi
Music and Qawwali Music for the past four years and continues to do so. Sufi Kathak
Foundations provides medical support, pensions and annual scholarships to retired artists and
the wives of deceased artists and to keen students who do not possess the finances, for pursuing
courses in music and dance. This year onwards, these supports and aids were converted into
support schemes started, along with other support schemes. The schemes are given below:
1. “Amir Khusrau Scholarship Scheme for Music” (Vocal and Instrumental) - This scheme
aims to financially support keen learners, enthusiasts and students for learning music both vocal
and instrumental.
2. “Manjari Chaturvedi Scholarship Scheme for Dance”- This scheme aims to financially
support keen learners, enthusiasts and students for learning traditional dance forms of India.
3. “Mehboob-e-Illahi Annual Qawwali Award” for successful contribution in spreading the
Sufi message of peace and harmony through Qawwali- This scheme is a one- time endowment
award for a particular Qawwal for his successful contribution in the field of Sufi Music and
Qawwali music in India.
4. “Saraswati Pension/Medical aid Scheme for women in performing arts” for contribution
in music and dance and related art forms- This scheme aims to financially support scheme for a
particular female musician for her successful contribution in the field of traditional performing
arts of India.
5. “Deva Sharif Pension/Medical aid Scheme” for support to retired needy artists and Qawwali
Musicians- This scheme aims to financially support old needy artists and retired musicians and
traditional artists for their sustenance, who are unable to provide for themselves through their
art.
6. “Mevlana Rumi Project Grants” for experimental collaborations between Sufi Music, Sufi
Kathak and other forms of Music- This scheme aims to support new and experimental
collaborations between Sufi Music, Qawwali and any other form of Music/ dance ending in a
performance recital at a suitable venue in New Delhi.
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Sufi Kathak Foundation and
The people
Sufi Kathak Foundation through its initiatives in art and culture has successfully touched the
lives and hearts of many. The Foundation has been successful in gaining faith and trust of those
musicians who have been exploited for their talent by many. Besides these, the foundation has
also established itself as a known body among the wider society, through its concerts.
S
no.

Event/ project

1

Hazrat Bedam Shah Warsi- A tribute




Gas Authority of India Limited
India International Centre

2.

Reminiscences




BhartiAirtel Limited
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations

3

Sufi kathak Dance of the Mystics: under
the 22 Khwaja Project



Coal India Limited

2

Seminar- Understanding Qawwali-2014





Sir Ratan Tata Trust
India International Centre
National Foundation for
Communal Harmony

6

“Deva Sharif Pension/Medical aid
Scheme” for support to retired needy
artists and Qawwali Musicians

7

“Saraswati Pension/Medical aid
Scheme for women in performing
arts” for contribution in music and
dance and related art forms.
“Amir Khusrau Scholarship Scheme
for Music” (Vocal and Instrumental
music)

 Donations
 Money raised through the previous
fund raising concerts
 Donations
 Money raised through the
previous fund raising concerts

8

Supporters

 Donations
 Money raised through the previous
fund raising concerts

Number of Artists/ Beneficiaries/
volunteers/ participants

Audience
participation

 6 Qawwals from Barabanki
 6 Qawwals from Lucknow
 1 Sufi Kathak Dancer
 1 Poet
 7 other helping hands
 1 Darbari Kathak Dancer
 1 Irani Musician
 4 Classical Musicians
 7 other helping hands
 6 Qawwals from Lucknow
 1 Sufi kathak Dancer
 7 other helping hands

700Attendees












6 Speakers
4Filmmakers
1 Photographer
5 Musician Speakers
18 Qawwals from Hyderabad
7 Qawwals from Lucknow
4 organization members
4 Volunteers
7 Other helping hands
3 retired needy musician from Lucknow and
Agra
 (Nurul Hasan, Aziz Chisti and Haider Bux)
 1 retired musician from Lucknow
Zareena Begum

More then 1000
attendees

 1 avid learner of Indian Classical music
Saif

N/A

632 Attendees

500 attendees

N/A

N/A

Some Responses from
Audience in 2013- 14









It was a pleasure to be part of your seminar. I have now been to two Holi events where 'mast qalandar' was
bhangra-ed to, and could only think how relevant Kumkum's opening talk had been The session with Meraj
Sahib was also truly wonderful. Gillian
Never thanked you for he Understanding Qawwali invite. Thank you! Very educative – Alex
….You had the entire IIC stand up and notice. No standing room space either. Had a swell time. ….. Best, Punit
Subhan Allah! That was a visual emotional treat. .. neesha
What a stunning performance yesterday evening. My hat is off to you! David
Hauntingly beautiful performance as always..... vinita
….Your dance was ethereal and the evening divine... As always...loved every moment of it!! God bless...will
dream of it for days to come... Love ... Kavita
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Some Responses from
Media in 2013- 14
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Funds and Finances
(Raising and Utilizing)
Corporate Fund Raising
Sufi Kathak Foundation has raised finances for its various projects, by approaching sponsors and
support from various corporate houses mentioned below. This year the Ministry of Culture
assisted Sufi Kathak Foundation in its initiatives. Besides this other support in kind (venue
partners, publicity support etc.) was also received for its other projects.
S no

Organization

Support Received

1

Gas Authority of India Limited

Monetary Assistance/ Sponsorship

2

Bharti Airtel India Limited

Monetary Assistance/ Sponsorship

3

Sir Ratan Tata Trust and Navajbai Ratan Tata Trust

Monetary Assistance/ Sponsorship

4

India International Centre

Venue Support

5

Indian Council for Cultural Relations

Venue Support

6

Coal India Limited

Monetary Assistance/ Sponsorship

7

National Foundation for Communal Harmony

Monetary Assistance/ Sponsorship

Sufi Kathak Foundation:
The Organization
Sufi Kathak Foundation Board Members
S No.

Name

Nationality

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Ms. MANJARI CHATURVEDI
Mr. AMIT MEHRA
Ms. TINA KHANNA
Ms. SAVI MULL
Ms. DAHLIA SEN OBEROI
Mr. ABHAY MEHROTRA
Ms. AMBICA VERMA
Ms. PUJA JHAVER
Mr. SANKALP MEHROTRA
Mr. K S CHATURVEDI
Ms. PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI TIWARI

India
India
India
India
India
India
India
India
India
India
India

Office held in the
Association, if any
President
Treasurer
General Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Sufi Kathak Foundation
(Registered Society no. 61883)
J-237, Saket, Basement,
New Delhi-110017
Phone: +91 9871310119
Landline: 011 41764860
Email: sufikathakfoundation@gmail.com
Web: www.sufikathak.com
www.youtube.com/sufikathak, www.sufikathakfoundation.blogspot.com
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