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From the President’s desk
To commemorate the celebration of a decade of Sufi Kathak, we have set
up the Sufi Kathak Foundation this year to bring to foreground the dance
form of Sufi Kathak. We also celebrated the same with a concert in New
Delhi at Kamani Auditorium in the month of February, with the
registration of the Foundation completed in the month of April.
For the knowledge of our readers, I would like to introduce Sufi Kathak
Foundation as a non-profit registered society founded by Manjari
Chaturvedi, to create awareness about Sufi Kathak and other related
ancient performing art traditions. Registered under the Indian Societies
Act (XXI) of 1860 (Regd. 61883), the foundation has been into existence
since April 2008.
The aim of Sufi Kathak Foundation is to promote and preserve spiritual
dance and music and a world of cultural unity, by initiating children and
orienting the youth to become self-employed through arts - dance and
music, and thereby, evolve a humanist outlook and create centers for
spiritual dance and music, folk & classical dance and organize training
classes, workshops and musical concerts to promote ‘Sufi Kathak’

and Qawwali music in India as well as across the world.
An acknowledgement is necessary for all my supporters and patrons (all
167 of them !) who had put their trust and faith in my pioneering work of
sufi kathak and given me the oppurtunity to perform and share with
audiences this new concept in dance. Also, I feel grateful to the 67
musicians who were part of my journey in Sufi Kathak.
The first time when I formally launched Sufi Kathak as a dance form was
in 1998 in Lucknow as part of the mega festival Lucknow Mahotsav.
3|Page
Annual Report 2008-09

Since then it has been an ardous journey taking Sufi Kathak to the
audiences and the accolades from them kept driving me ahead. Starting
this year, I also make an initiative to make available all my researched
materials regarding Sufi and Qawwali music, to other keen learners of the
same through the Sufi Kathak Foundation. These will now be available in
the premises of the Foundation, for all interested scholars, researchers,
students and avid learners to access.
Finally, I would like to thank all members, friends and supporters of the
Foundation and look forward to taking the vision forward together and
welcome all members to the foundation and a exciting journey ahead in
music and dance.
Wishing all the Members, Readers, Partners, staff, a very happy and
prosperous future. God Bless!
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One woman, with her consistent
efforts has been single-handedly trying
to revive the dying tradition of Sufi
Music. Over the years the Sufis have
been challenged in their approaches
that aim at bringing the Lord Almighty
close to his followers. Sufi Kathak
Foundation faces this challenge
together with the Sufis helping them
bring their thought closer to the masses and bridging this gap between the
Sufis and the rest of the world.
Over the past 11 years, Manjari Chaturvedi has created a unique platform
of unified world where by the two extreme, often conflicting Islamic
world and Hinduism have been brought together on a single platform,
which truly represents the essence of India.
“Through the Sufi Kathak Foundation I am committed to
spread this message of communal harmony through music and dance to
preserve art & culture of Qawwali for future generations.”
- Manjari Chaturvedi, founder and president of Sufi Kathak Foundation
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Preserving the Art:
Dialogues from the mystics
Raqs- e- Ruh

In order to raise funds for
the Foundation, to make it
sustainable and to provide
support to the museum
sheltered
under
the
Foundation, the board of
members
decided
to
organize a fund raising
concert. These fund raising
concerts have become a
part of the strategy of Sufi
Kathak Foundation to raise its operating costs and also to promote
traditional art and culture. We organized Raqa-e-Ruh, conceptualized

"Manjari dances in
surrender to Him, to His
Glory, to His Love and to His
world
there is an underlying
lilting melody and strong
rhythm in her dance,
which depicts separation
and union, the fire of the
eternal dance of moth...”

6|Page
Annual Report 2008-09

and created by Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi ,
which brings out the nuances of Sufi
Qawwali and Persian Sufi music through
the language of the body in order to
enthrall the audience into Sufi ambiance.
The
dance
gradually
becomes
ecstatic...the
synchronisation
of
movements with music...the beats are
joined with clapping of hands...in praise
of the Beauty of the Soul.

Bhakti Rang

Coneptualised, created and performed by Manjari Chaturvedi, Sufi
Kathak Foundation organized a unique festival “Bhakti Rang” at Jaipur,
Rajasthan, which explored the inter-religious issues through music and
dance and brought together references of different religions on the same
plane of confluence, for the audiences to experience.

The Sufi/ Qawwali Archive
Starting this year, we have planned to ensure that all archived documents,
recordings, compositions, books, poems etc are available to all people
interested in this form of art. These collections will be available through
the Sufi Kathak Foundation office space. Visitors are welcome to access
the resources with prior permission.
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Empowering the Wanderers:
Pensions & Scholarships
As a part of its activities, Sufi Kathak Foundation has initiated a scheme for
supporting the practitioners of Sufi Music and Qawwali Music.
Sufi Kathak Foundation now provides scholarships to students who do not
possess the finances, for pursuing courses in music and dance. Beginning
this year, this effort has been made keeping to its promise of promoting art
and culture and ensuring its continuance for the future generations
without facing any difficulties that obstruct the path to continue the Sufi
Tradition.
Below mentioned are the names who have been assisted by the
Foundation in the current financial year:
S no. Name

Occupation

Support Given

Duration

Reason for Support

1

Student

Annual
Scholarship

August 2008

for studying
Hindustani Vocal
Music

Suman Dube
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Sufi Kathak Foundation and
The people
Sufi Kathak Foundation through its initiatives in art and culture has tried
to influence many people, by bringing them under its shelter and create a
world sensitive to music, dance and other art forms.
S no.

Event/ project

Supporters

1

Raqs-e-Ruh

 SAIL
 Tao Art Foundation

2

Bhakti- Rang

 Department of Art,
Literature, and
Culture,
Government of
Rajasthan

6

Scholarship

 Money raised
through the
previous fund
raising concerts
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Number of Artists/
Beneficiaries/
volunteers/ participants
 6 Qawwals from Awadh
 6 Manganiars from
Rajasthan
 6 Classical Musicians
from Lucknow
 5 student volunteers
 4 other helping hands
 6 Classical Musicians
 18 Ghazal Musicians,
Awadhi Qawwals and
Manganiars from
Rajasthan
 10 Nirgun Bhakti and
Kabir Gayan singers
 10 Qawwals from
Dargah Shareef
 6 Punjabi Sufi Singers
from Pakistan
 9 other helping hands
 1 avid learner of Indian
Classical music

Audience
participation
632 Attendees

More than 2000
Attendees

N/A

Some Responses from the audiences and
media in 2010-11
Hi Manjari,
It was a delight to see your
performance yesterday. I & my
wife truly enjoyed the show.
I saw a whole bunch of your
fans including ‘goras’ at the
entrance disappointed as they
perhaps did not have a pass!!
Wow
Thanks a lot.
Rajesh Khanna
Executive Director Sales &
Marketing
Abercrombie & Kent India
Private Limited


Dear Manjiri,
Greetings and congratulations!
Just a note to thank you so much for
enabling me to witness such magic. Your
dream was truly a dream….
……you did bring those times, that aura,
the mystique and the art to life. As did the
superbly talented artists accompanying
you. I feel it's so nice to see art in its
purest form with no adulteration -- I came
out inspired, joyous and cleansed. Seemed
like your joy when you performed
permeated into everyone present.
Thank you very very much, and would be
much glad to witness the magic again,
soon...
Best,
Vijen
Vijendra Bhardwaj
Style Editor- M magazine
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Funds and Finances
(Raising and Utilizing)
Corporate Fund Raising

Sufi Kathak Foundation has raised finances for its various projects, by
approaching sponsors and support from various corporate houses
mentioned below. Besides this other support in kind (venue partners,
publicity support etc.) was also received for its other projects.
S no
1
2
3

Corporate organization
SAIL
Tao Art Foundation
Department of Art, Literature, and Culture,
Government of Rajasthan
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Support Received
Monetary Assistance/ Sponsorship
Monetary Assistance/ Sponsorship
Monetary Assistance/ Sponsorship

Sufi Kathak Foundation:
The Organization
Sufi Kathak Foundation Board Members
S No.

Name

Nationality

1

Ms. MANJARI CHATURVEDI

India

Office held in the
Association, if any
President

2

Mr. AMIT MEHRA

India

Treasurer

3

Ms. TINA KHANNA

India

4

Ms. SAVI MULL

India

General
Secretary
Member

5

Ms. DAHLIA SEN OBEROI

India

Member

6

Mr. ABHAY MEHROTRA

India

Member

7

Ms. AMBICA VERMA

India

Member

Sufi Kathak Foundation
(Registered Society no. 61883)
J-237, Saket, Basement,
New Delhi-110017
Phone: 011 41764860
Handheld : 91-9810345081
Email: sufikathakfoundation@gmail.com
Web: www.sufikathak.com
www.youtube.com/sufikathak, www.sufikathakfoundation.blogspot.com
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