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O’Bullayah
“A tribute in dance to the Saint who danced”

Artists
Manjari Chaturvedi – Sufi Kathak Daseuse
Janaab Ranjhan Ali & Group from Punjab - Qawwals
Amit Mehra – Photographic and Film visuals from the Shrine of Baba Bulleh Shah
Vijai Vardhan – Narration of the life of Baba Bulleh Shah

Time Duration
75 minutes

Attendance
Over 250 guests attended by invitation

Chief Guests
Shri. Manish Sisodia, Honbl’ Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi
Smt. Rita Teaotia , Honbl’ Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry
Guest of Honour
Smt. Selja Kumari, Honbl’ Member of Parliament
Compere for the evening
Ms. Charu Shankar
The concert began with the lighting of the Shama, paying homage to the Sufi Saints, who have long left the vicinity of
this world, but left behind their pure spirit of peace, love and knowledge, through their centuries old compositions. The
Chief Guest for the evening, Shri Manish Sisodia, Honbl’e Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi and Smt. Rita Teaotia,
Secretary for Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry along with Guest of Honor Ms. Selja
Kumari, Honbl’e Member of Parliament lit the Shama
as a symbol of tribute to the Almighty. The compere
for evening introduced Sufi Kathak Foundation and
Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi. She welcomed all guests and
thanked our Chief guest and Guest of Honor for their
presence and our sponsors TATA Sons, KLM and The
Manthan School for their kind support.

About the Concert: "O’ Bullayah" - a tribute in dance to a Saint who
danced
SUFI KATHAK
AND
QAWWALI FROM PUNJAB
THIS UNIQUE CONCERT RE-LIVES THROUGH CLASSICAL
DANCE, THE INTANGIBLE HERITAGE OF SUFI TRADITIONS OF
PUNJAB AND THE POETRY OF BABA BULLEH SHAH AS NEVER
SEEN BEFORE
Concert Featured
 An Audio Visual on the life and times and the social relevance of poetry of Baba Bulleh Shah, as never before seen
visuals of music and dance from the shrine of Baba Bulleh Shah at Kasoor, Punjab, Pakistan
 Sufi Kathak on the poetry of Baba Bulleh Shah, re-creating the dance of the mystics
 Poetry of Baba Bulleh Shah sung by traditional Qawwals from Punjab
This year Sufi Kathak Foundation, under “The 22 Khwaja Series” presented a tribute to “Baba Bulleh Shah”, whose
Shrine rests in Kasur, Pakistan. “O' Bullayah” is a unique production, conceived and conceptualized by Manjari
Chaturvedi, that explores as a creative expression through dance, the life and messages of Baba Bulleh Shah, for the
first time. After a personal research of many years on dance of the mystics, Manjari uses the language of Sufi Kathak to
reach out to people with the thoughts penned down by the erstwhile Sufi Master. The most popular poetry by him till
date remains "Tere Ishq Nachaya" a reference about dance of surrender in love. The world knows other Sufi poets, who
wrote great poetry on love, it is the time to take the Sufi poetry of Punjab to the world and explore the expression of
love, surrender, ecstasy, separation, a wide range of emotions expressed in words, music, dance.
Baba Bulleh Shah is one poet who wrote in complete surrender of love, at times singing, at times dancing, at times
dressed as a woman, he also became the voice of the woman in Punjab. This production finds its relevance especially in
recent times when humanity is divided in so many divisions. Bulleh Shah who chose to renounce man-made differences

such as caste and community and served as a universal figure. He is a man of God but a poet of the people. His
language has the rhythm of common speech and he blends poetry and music in memorable compositions that go
straight to the heart.
Concert featured Qawwals from Punjab and Sufi Kathak danseuse Manjari Chaturvedi, the approximately 75 minutes
concert brought to life the profound poetry of Baba Bulleh Shah . Manjari Chaturvedi portrayed the Qawwali’s of Baba
Bulleh Shah along with the musicians.
The evening started with the audio visuals from the shrine of Baba Bulleh Shah, with a narrative on the life and times of
Baba Bulleh Shah, which was taken forward by the powerful voices of Punjab, by Janab Ranjhan Ali with the poetry
“ni main jana jogi de naal..” which was further enhanced by the Sufi Kathak by Manjari Chaturvedi, who reflected the
emotions as encapsulated in the essence of Sufiana verses through her dance, body movements, agile foot works and
gestures to bring alive the mythical wisdom and serenity of mystic utterances of Baba Bulleh Shah.
Sufi Kathak along with the audio visuals by Amit Mehra in these Qawwalis led to the uninterrupted applause from the
audience in each and every composition performed afterwards.
The repertoire of Qawwals comprised of compositions such as tere ishq nachaya, ghunghat chuk oh sajna and so on,
which encapsulated the audience in a spiritual trance. More than 250 audience were present until the end of the
performances, who then greeted the performers with a standing ovation. For most listeners it was a memorable
experience of Sufi Kathak by Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi on poetry of Baba Bulleh Shah sung by Janaab Ranjhan Ali was a
mystical experience in itself.

About Artists:
Manjari Chaturvedi:
Manjari Chaturvedi the founder President of Sufi Kathak
Foundation is a leading exponent of the Indian classical dance and
is acclaimed for being the creator and only performing artist of Sufi
Kathak. She has combined the mysticism of Sufi traditions with
classical Indian dance to create a stunning new school of
performance called Sufi Kathak. Manjari has performed in more than 200 concerts all over the world including Europe
(France, Germany, Portugal, Italy, Austria, Switzerland, U.K. & Ireland), the Middle East (Dubai, Bahrain, Abu Dhabi,
Qatar, Kuwait), South East Asia (Singapore, Malaysia, Sri Lanka) and Central Asia (Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan) along with Australia and America.
Ranjhan Ali Group:
The Qawwal group from Punjab comprises of 8 members. Janaab Ranjhan
Ali belongs to the Benaras Gharana of Punjab, hails from Amritsar and is
singing Qawwali from the age of 12 years with his group all over India. He
has taken the training of Qawwali from his Ustaad Janaab Sheetal Khan
Shahab. He sings Khwaja Ghulam Farid, Baba Bulleh Shah, Shah Hussain,
Amir Khusrau, Khwaja Nizamuddin Auliya and many such Sufi Saints.
Amit Mehra:
A photographer and filmmaker, Shri Amit Mehra has been photographing for over twenty-five years. In addition to
editorial and advertising work, he has specialized in documentary photography. His latest photo book Kashmir was
published by Penguin and he is currently working on his next book project, Sufis: Messengers of Peace. He has also
made a short documentary film ‘The Qawwals’ based on the lives of qawwals highlighting the problems of traditional

Khankhai form of qawwali facing in today’s world. He lives in New Delhi, India.
Vijai Vardhan:
A bureaucrat by profession, Shri Vardhan is drawn to the mystic and has a deep and abiding interest in Sufism and
oriental wisdom. He has delivered numerous lectures on Confucianism, Taoism and Sufism at various institutes in
India. He has also authored two books on Sufi haikus, “Beyond the Great Beyond” and “Ibadat – The breath of my
soul”. His interests however go beyond his profession and writing and he occasionally lends his voice to theatre,
documentary films, social causes and poetry festivals as a voice over artist.
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Audience Response





Hi Manjari. I had the good
fortune to watch your show
last evening. I think it's
stupendous what you are
doing to keep these arts
alive…It was quite
awesome. Mohit Beotra

I had attended your performance
yesterday. It was spectacular.
Thank you - may the force be
with you…also an Idea perhaps you could explore a joint
project with counterparts In
Pakistan :) –




Vinayak Dalmia



It was a totally mesmerizing
evening yesterday. .. was a
true pleasure to watch
Manjari dance majestically
on the beautifully sung Sufi
music. Many many
congratulations.
Sangeeta Nagrathan




What a performance. Enjoyed it
thoroughly! Vikrant
Wonderful performance
yesterday. Thank you. Alexis
gilani
Thank you as always a stunning
performance.. Mesmerizing Jyoti
kumar
Saw you today. You were
beautiful. Soothed all senses plus
the spiritual. Eenam Gambhir


I sat mesmerized through the performance... of
course even more as am a great fan of Baba
Bhulleh Shah. You had conceptualized and
choreographed the very beautiful poetry
magically. The hazy mystic look, with your
dancing and the fabulous authentic music made
the evening a very memorable one. You are a
perfectionist and it shows in your programme.
I also enjoyed what you said about Punjabi music
and 'Chirag' Delhi! Wishing you many more
successful performances…
Indu Shrikent





Spiritual .. Surreal ..
Splendid
BULLAYAH ... Sufi Kathak
by Manjari Chaturvedi Ji ,
Baba Bulleshah Qawwali by
Janab Ranjhan Ali & group
... A blissful evening in
divine surrender.
Manjari Ji .. Ethereal &
Enchanting , as ever
Janab Ranjhan Ali & group ..
Enthralling
Neena Verma



Media Response:
The concert generated wonderful media response with the leading newspapers like Hindustan
Times, Deccan Herald and Pioneer giving their stories. This reaffirmed our faith in doing these
unusual projects which appeal to both the audiences and media.

The Sponsors
The concert has been made possible with the kind contribution and support of our sponsors and partners. Our contributors and
sponsors are the backbone of any event organized by the Sufi Kathak Foundation. By contributing to Sufi Kathak Foundation,
their support is directed towards the preservation of centuries old traditional arts and culture that we at Sufi Kathak Foundation,
strive to preserve in their original form and ensure its continuity for the future generations of this country and the world.
Our sponsors for this concert include:

Sponsored by

TATA SONS LIMITED

KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES

MAHAGUN SIKSHA AND SEWA FOUNDATION
Event organized & managed by:

Sufi Kathak Foundation
J-237, Basement, Saket,
New Delhi- 110017
Phone: 011-41764860, +91 9871310119
sufikathakfoundation@gmail.com
www.sufikathakfoundation.com

