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Shah Turab Ali Qalandar – A Tribute
Artists
Manjari Chaturvedi – Sufi Kathak Daseuse
Janaab Shabi Ahmed & Group from Khairabad, Awadh - Qawwals
Shephali Frost, Rohit Anand and Mohit Lal from Delhi – Classical Musicians
Time Duration
2 hours
Attendance
Over 800 guests attended by invitation
Chief Guest
Shri Ravindra Singh , Honbl’ Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Government of India
Guest of Honour
Vaishnavacharya Shree Abhishek Goswami, Bankey Bihari Temple, Vrindavan
Janab Masud Anwar Alavi and Janab Zunnoorain Alavi, Khanqah of Kakori, Awadh
The concert began with the lighting of the Shama, paying homage to the Sufi Saints, who have
physically long left this world, but left behind their pure spirit of peace, love and knowledge,
through their centuries old compositions.
The Chief Guest for the evening, Sri Ravindra Singhi, Honbl’e Secretary, Ministry of Culture,
along with Guest of Honor Vaishnavacharya Shree Abhishek Goswami, Janab Masud Anwar
Alavi and Janab Zunnoorain Alavi lit the Shama as a symbol of tribute to the Almighty. The
compere for evening Ms Shobhana Jagdish introduced Sufi Kathak Foundation and welcomed
all guests and extended grateful thanks to our Chief Guest and Guest of Honor for their
presence and our venue partner India International Centre for their kind support.

About the “22 Khwaja Project”
Started in 2010, “22 Khwaja Project” is a long term
initiative conceptualized by Manjari Chaturvedi, to
create awareness about the mostly unknown 22 Sufi
Shrines located in Delhi and around, taking the city
dwellers through the lives and messages of the many
Sufi Saints who had made this city their abode. Such
annual concerts promote traditional Sufi music and
dance through unique artist collaborations. The
project also revives the works of erstwhile lesser
known but exemplary Sufi poets of Awadh/ Uttar
Pradesh who had extensively written under the
influence of Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb. This initiative brings to foreground the Sufi poets who have
written in-depth poetry that is sung till today at the various shrines, however the public at large is
unaware of the lives of these marvelous poets. Till date Foundation has organized 3 Concerts dedicated
to the various Sufi Saints of Delhi and Awadh these are, Chiragh-e-dilli, Mehboob-e-illahi, Hazrat
Bedam Shah Warsi- A Tribute.
About the Concert: “Shah Turab Ali Qalandar-A Tribute
This year Sufi Kathak Foundation presented a programme dedicated to Sufi Saint Shah Turab Ali
Qalandar, of the shrine Hazrat Takiya Kakori Sharif, popularly known as Kakori Sharif situated in
Kakori, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
The Programme featured Sufi Kathak by Manjari Chaturvedi to live Sufi music by Khanqahi Qawwals,
Janaab Shabi Ahmed from the shrine of Kakori, Lucknow, Shephali Frost, vocalist Delhi, Rohit
Anand, Flautist, Delhi and Mohit Lal, Percussionist Delhi, the approximately 120 minutes concert
brought to life the profound poetry of Shah Turab Ali Qalandar . It was an evening of obeisance and
awe as Manjari Chaturvedi danced to the strains of poetry written by Shah Turab Ali Qalandar in the
glory of Lord Krishna sung captivatingly by the accompanying Qawwals and classical musicians.
Hazrat Takiya Kakori Sharif, popularly known as Kakori Sharif is the shrine of Shah Qazim Qalander
and his son Shah Turab Ali Qalandar. The founder of Kakori monastery father and his son
composed marvels in poetry, in praise of Lord Krishna. Aesthetic perfection of his personality stands
revealed in their words. Krishna who playfully showered the colors of ultimate reality through his flute
and through his lovable actions with his mates and implied the justification of the pleasant union with
the loved one and at the same time separation with the object lie deep in the heart. He is a symbol of
selflessness and perfection of love. These traits of Lord Krishna captured the fancy of the poets
and their poetry thus captured the hearts of those who searched to find the consummation of self. The
love of Shri Krishna ran in the spirits of these Muslim Saints. The process of communal harmony goes
on in this khanqah even today. The concert is a part of the initiatives taken by Sufi Kathak
Foundation, to preserve, promote and create awareness for the traditional arts of this country. Such

festivals and concerts present the traditional arts of India, in
a unique collaboration representing the thought of ‘Unity in
Diversity’ in India, blending different religions such as Hindu
and Muslim traditions on a same platform.
The evening comprised of compositions traditionally sung in
Awadh region covering the various facets of the love for
Krishna, the result of the unique culture, the living heritage of
the “Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb” of Awadh. The qawwali “Saiyan
Sajilay Tore Naina Raseelay” captured the playfulness and lure of the Beloved, while “Bahut Din
Beetey Saiyan ko dekhe” sung by Janab Shabi Ahmed lamented separation from the Beloved. The sound
of flute brought out the memory of Krishna and Ms Shefali Frost sang the poignant holi ‘Sab jag
phoonk ke holi kheleho, leho Turab ko garva lagaye” and babul written by Turab Ali Shah Qalandar.
The above compositions danced by Manjari Chaturvedi brought out the essence of the poetry and left
the audience enraptured and spell bound. The evening ended with the traditional composition by
Hazrat Amir Khusrau “Aaj Rang Hai” with Manjari Chaturvedi losing herself to the beats and the
words, transcending the forms, and her own self, creating an ambience of both surrender and a divine
union, which led to the uninterrupted applause from the audience. More than 800 audience were
present until the end of the performances, who then greeted all the performers with a standing ovation.
As the love for Krishna unfolded in words, rhythm and
dance on the stage, so did it consume every member of
the audience, taking each one along in his / her journey
of “Krishna prem”..
For most listeners it was a memorable experience, as
Sufi Kathak by Ms. Manjari Chaturvedi on poetry of
Shah Turab Ali Qalandar sung by Janaab Shabi
Ahmed and classical singer Ms. Shephali Frost were
never performed before like this. An ode to Shah Turab
Ali Qalandar, the evening of Sufi Kathak organized at the Fountain Lawns in India International
Centre met with an overwhelming response..
About Artists:
Manjari Chaturvedi:
Manjari Chaturvedi the founder President of Sufi Kathak
Foundation is a leading exponent of the Indian classical
dance and is acclaimed for being the creator and only
performing artist of Sufi Kathak. She has combined the
mysticism of Sufi traditions with classical Indian dance to
create a stunning new school of performance called Sufi
Kathak. Manjari has performed in more than 200 concerts
all over the world including Europe (France, Germany,

Portugal, Italy, Austria, Switzerland, U.K. & Ireland), the Middle East (Dubai, Bahrain, Abu Dhabi,
Qatar, Kuwait), South East Asia (Singapore, Malaysia, Sri Lanka) and Central Asia (Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan) along with Australia and America.
Shabi Ahmad Group: Janaab Shabeeh Ahmed belongs to the Mirasi Gharana of Lucknow and is
singing Qawwali for past 15 years with his group. He has taken the training of Qawwali from his
Ustaad Rizwan Qawwal. He lives in small town of Khariabad and traces his association with the
shrine of Kakori and belongs to the Dargah of Hazrat Makhdoom Sheikh Rehmutallehin Khairabad,
Lucknow.
Shephali Frost: trained in Hindustani Classical vocal music Ms. Frost is a versatile singer and
emphasizes on poetry sung in ghazal style. She resides in Delhi.

“Shah Turab Ali Qalandar-A Tribute”
Audience Response

Radhe radhe Manjari ji,
I am short of words, it was a
divine experience and
I pray my thakurji bless you with
his choicest blessings
Vaishnavacharya shri Abhishek
Goswami

“I am thankful to you…you tried to
introduce a Personality and a symbol of
Humanity and love
(the purpose of our creation)…
In the morning I explained the whole
program to my most revered brother Hafiz
Shah Taqi anwar (Shakil Mian) the true
descendant of Shah Turab Ali qalandar..
He was very happy and said his blessings
and Dua” Masood Alavi

“An enchanting, spellbinding evening at
IIC yesterday
to commemorate Sufi saint Shah Turab.
Sufi Kathak exponent Manjari
Chaturvedi takes you along with her, as
always,
transcending to another plane altogether...”
Namita,

“Thank you for Saturday evening at the
IIC.
Both my wife and I enjoyed the brilliant
ensemble that you had got together,
and the full moon and the weather just
added to the sama.
Also, my wife has been on bed-rest for an
ailment since the past two months now,
but summoned the energy for your show!
And she was so very happy...”
Sujit


Like always, it
was a pleasure
watching you
perform...
Thank you for
the wonderful
evening
Saumya



That was a divine
evening Manjari.
I am grateful as
always for being so
warmly invited…
and indeed blessed to
have you as a friend.
Affectionately,
Prashant



 Beautiful!!! You are so, so graceful.
We had a lovely evening. Thanks a
lot for inviting. Shibani
 SUPERB!! I have no words.... Both
Sameer and I loved it!!! And you are
a STAR ! Dahlia

That was a stunning beyond
belief, goose bumps inducing
concert…. Roam roam dua me
leen tha.… Neesha

I was there at IIC
fountain lawn and I saw
the magic...You
mesmerized me and I am
in love with Sufi Kathak.
Hats off! to you.
Parvez Alam

The Sponsors
The concert has been made possible with the kind contribution and support of our sponsors and partners. Our
contributors and sponsors are the backbone of any event organized by the Sufi Kathak Foundation. By
contributing to Sufi Kathak Foundation, their support is directed towards the preservation of centuries old
traditional arts and culture that we at Sufi Kathak Foundation, strive to preserve in their original form and
ensure its continuity for the future generations of this country and the world.
Our sponsors for this concert include:

Supported by

Ministry of Culture, Government of India

Venue Support by IIC
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