You can make the new
Woodlands development
a reality!
Dear Benton Habitat for Humanity Supporter,
We are thrilled to announce the upcoming groundbreaking of our newest
development in Benton County! Thanks to supporters just like you, our fivehome Woodlands Development in Philomath will be breaking ground next
month. We couldn’t be more excited and we couldn’t have done it without you.

“For a community to be whole and healthy,
it must be based on people’s love and concern for each other.”
Millard Fuller, Founder of Habitat for Humanity
ALL ABOUT THE WOODLANDS DEVELOPMENT
The Woodlands Development is a very unique Benton Habitat for Humanity
project that has taken a lot of hard-work and planning by dedicated volunteers
and staff to get us to this point. But we’re finally here. After all the planning
and prep work, we are getting ready to build.
About a year and a half ago, Benton Habitat for Humanity purchased a oneacre lot in the city of Philomath (located on the Southwest Corner of 9th Street
and Quail Glenn Drive). When we first saw the land we couldn’t believe our
luck. Finding land with five buildable lots in Benton County has become very
difficult. Land is often priced too high to make the homes affordable.
Luckily, our Site Search Committee worked hard, and a community
member tipped us off about the property. After inspection of the land, it
was determined by our Board of Directors that we couldn’t pass up the
opportunity. We went out on a limb and purchased the land. Of course,
that was only the beginning.
For the last year and a half, the property has been in planning mode.
Our architect, engineers, construction committee, board and staff all
worked on getting the best plan put together for Woodlands. Last year the
City of Philomath approved our plans to build five affordable homes on the
Woodlands site.
The community is behind us and Benton Habitat for Humanity is eager
to get building!
Next month we are officially breaking ground on the first home site. While
we’re excited to finally get building, the amount of work and cost needed to get
things going is enormous. We will have to build the infrastructure and prep all
the home sites. This is an extremely costly endeavor but we know with your
help we will make it happen.

Benton Habitat for Humanity
Women Build Volunteers
Getting The Job Done!

WHO WILL BE LIVING AT WOODLANDS?
Our Partner Families at Woodlands will be a varied
group of people. Our Family Selection Committee and
Board of Directors goes through an incredibly rigorous
process in selecting a family for each home and the
future homeowners agree to put in 500 hours of labor
on the construction site alongside volunteers.
It is the mission of Benton Habitat for Humanity to
build homes that sustain families and ensure that their
children learn and grow to their fullest potentials.
It is our goal to make safe, decent, affordable homes
available to everyone who needs them. While that may
seem incredibly ambitious, it is Benton Habitat for
Humanity’s guiding principle.

Our first partner family who will be building at
Woodlands is the Rodriguez-Garibay family. Gabriela
and Francisco presently live in a small apartment with
their six children and are cramped, to say the least.
They have been working incredibly hard and saving
up to afford a down-payment to purchase a home in
Benton County, but in today’s economic climate it has
become impossible for them to purchase a home on the
open market.
The average cost of a single family starter home
in Benton County is floating at around $400,000.
This price point is simply out of the grasp of even
most middle-income earners. In fact, it was recently
revealed that Benton County is the county with THE
HIGHEST levels of income inequality in the entire state
of Oregon.

“We the people
should leave out
none of the people.”
-Millard Fuller,
Founder of Habitat
for Humanity
José & Dulce, the Lopez-Ramirez family.
Moving into Hathaway, our 39th home.

As of this writing, we are just finishing our 39th home
in Benton county!! Your support of Benton Habitat for
Humanity has allowed 39 families to stay right here,
work here, and live comfortably right here and be a part
of our community. That equals HUNDREDS of people
who live in stable affordable housing!

We are asking you to work with us to build FIVE
more homes here in Benton County in the next two
and a half years. The Woodlands Development is our
most complex undertaking yet. To fully develop the
land and build all five homes will be extremely costly.
Luckily with your help, both volunteering and donating
funds, our partner families will only be paying around
$180,000 per home with a no or extremely low interest
loan provided by Benton Habitat for Humanity. This is
also possible due to Benton Habitat’s newest land trust
established at Woodlands to help defer the cost.

Donate online at
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creates the opportunity to build a better life

“The great gift of Habitat for Humanity is that it offers us a way
to reach out to fellow humans who don’t have a decent place
in which to live. In fact, it’s the best way that I know to live out
the highest moral values of my faith, because Habitat sees
decent housing as a human right.”
- Former President Jimmy Carter

www.bentonhabitat.org/donate

Abundant Solar volunteers
assisting on a home repair
project

In order to make this happen we need to ask you to lend a hand once again.
We need to partner with you to make sure that five more families can continue
living in Benton County in a stable home with affordable monthly payment.
We ask so much of our donors and volunteers because there is so much to
accomplish. Your donations to our organization go to families who have made
a commitment to live here in our community. Habitat’s partner families are our
neighbors and we want them to live and thrive alongside each of us right here.
So please, help us keep our mission going by filling out the enclosed donation
envelope. Know that every dollar you donate, whether it’s $5.00 or $5,000…
every single dollar goes towards building a home that allows our neighbors to
stay right here.
THANK YOU so much for your past and future support. Whether you are
donating money or volunteering on the job-site, we couldn’t do it without you.

HOW CAN YOU HELP ALLEVIATE THE HOUSING CRISIS IN BENTON COUNTY?
You know that Benton County is experiencing a
housing affordability crisis the likes of which we’ve
never seen before. You know that most people making
a modest income can’t even consider owning a home
in Benton County. But you also know that there
are solutions that are working! Benton Habitat for
Humanity is a model that works and your contribution
will make a huge difference.

every connection

Working hard at a home
repair initiative site

You help determine the future of Benton County. You make our mission a reality.
Sincerely,

Karen Rockwell, Executive Director
PS: Your donation today will be used specifically to fund our Woodlands
Development. Every dollar donated will be set aside for this purpose.
PPS: As a thank you, everybody who donates in the next 10 days will receive
an invitation to the official groundbreaking of the first home site!
(Date Still To Be Determined)
Donate online at

www.bentonhabitat.org/donate
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every voice

can advocate and help more families
build strength, stability and independence.

The Woodlands
Development from Above

The Woodlands development will have new,
simple, decent, affordable homes
occupied by five Benton County families.

Drone photo credits: The Vine Studios

José Miguel Ramirez hard
at work building a home
for his family.
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