
Greetings From Benton  
Habitat for Humanity!

Last week Benton Habitat for 

Humanity volunteers raised 

the roof on a new house. It’s a home 

for single-mother, Monica Morton. 

A home where Monica will raise 

her four children and grow roots in 

our community. A place her family 

will call home. One that is decent, 

safe, and affordable. 

Sounds like a pretty typical 

Benton Habitat for Humanity 

story, right? Well, this project is 

anything but typical. From the 

house to the family, this project is 

very unique.

Want to know something great?  

You made it happen!

You made it happen.

Let me tell you a little bit about the house we are building for the Mortons at 
2037 SW Kendra Street in Corvallis. 

Local architect Ben Wolk approached Benton Habitat a few years ago. 
He believes (and we agree!) that  sustainable living should be a right and 
not a privilege. So we collaborated on a demonstration project to prove 
that we could design and build an affordable “Passive House.” 

A sustainable home sustaining a family.
Our First Passive Home Project

The 
Morton 
Family



What is that? It is a home that provides its occupants with clean 
fresh air, a constant comfortable temperature, better overall health, and 
long-term durability. Even better...it provides all those benefits while also 
using 70% less energy than an average house.

This Benton Habitat Passive Home will drastically cut down on the 
energy costs for the Morton Family. It’s estimated that the Mortons will 
only be paying $400 per YEAR because of the energy efficiencies in our 
building process! 

AND, it’s the FIRST certified pas-
sive home ever built by a local chap-
ter of a Habitat for Humanity in the 
state of Oregon. As a past donor, your 
financial contribution made this project 
a reality.

Monica Morton  
& Her Family

Let me introduce you now to the home 
buyer, Monica Morton.

Monica Morton is simply amazing. 
Originally from southern Oregon, 

Monica had an incredibly tumultuous 
childhood that included a serious drug addiction. She struggled for years. 
She was incarcerated. She lost her children, her friends, and her identity. 

Monica was under the rock at rock bottom. 
For many in her situation, this would be a sad end to her story. Not for 

Monica. This was just her beginning.
Monica overcame all odds and beat her addiction. She proved to the 

courts that she could be trusted to raise her four children. She went back to 
school and earned a BA in Organizational Psychology. 

Monica worked so hard that today she is a drug and alcohol counsel-
or with Emergence Addiction and Behavior Therapies.  Monica gives a 
hand-up to others on the path to addiction recovery.

In May, Monica will move her family into their new home. A house that 
will not only shelter her, but a home that will allow her to continue thriving 
and being an inspiring addition to our shared community. 

Monica Morton is an inspiration.

You Can Help Keep Building Homes & Hope!

The need in our community for affordable housing is CRITICAL. Hard-
working families like Monica Morton need your help to be able to stay in 
our community. They WANT to put roots down… but often they can’t. 

Families need 
YOU so they can 
continue to be 
part of our shared 
community.

You can sustain 
families and the 
environment in 
Benton County. 



They need YOU so they can continue to be part of our shared community.
Since 1991, Benton Habitat for Humanity has built and financed 

homes for over 37 families in Benton County. But, every year the cost of 
land increases by leaps and bounds. With the average price for a home in 
Corvallis being $350,000, it has become unaffordable for those making a 
median income to afford to live here. This is unacceptable.

In order for Benton Habitat to make the most impact in our community, 
we need to be able to purchase land so we can build more environmentally 
sustainable homes like Monica’s passive house. 

Help Us Build On Our Success!

You have been a supporter of Benton Habitat for Humanity in the 
past and you understand the importance of housing stability and families. 
Habitat for Humanity is providing a hand-up, not a hand out, and giving 
families access to homes they otherwise could not afford. We build more 
than houses at Benton Habitat. We build hope. We build communities. 
Right here in Benton County, Oregon.

Can you help us do more? Can you help us so we can help more 
families?

We don’t want to buy just one parcel of land for a single house in 2017. 
We want to buy a parcel of land big enough to build FOUR houses! Why 
stop there? You can help us build EIGHT! It may be an audacious goal, but 
we know you want us to shoot for the stars, and that’s what we’re going to do!

You can help us get there. A gift from you means that we can build up 
Benton County into a place where everybody can be an integral part of our 
community.

With gratitude, 

Karen Rockwell
Executive Director

PS. Benton Habitat for Humanity is a charitable 501(c)3 organization. All 
donations made to help support our mission before December 31st are 
completely tax deductible for 20161.  EIN #93-1040496. Contributions are 
tax deductible. 

Can you help  
us do more?  
Can you help us 
so we can help  
more families? 


