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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of 
God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to 

 understand the reading. 
(Nehemiah 8:8) 

Sowing the Word  

January 7th, 2009 
Genesis 1-2 

“In the Beginning... 

God Created the heavens 
and the earth.” 

Genesis 1:1 
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Helpful Study Links: 
Additional Commentary:  (Great Resource!) 

http://preceptaustin.org/genesis_commentaries.htm 
 
 

Further Research Sources 
 

http://www.answersingenesis.org/ 
Ken Ham’s Website.  Great resources, articles.  Also a great source 
for books and videos you can get a hold of. (we have these in our 
library too) 
 

http://www.drdino.com/ 
Kent Hovind’s website.  Another great site, with lots of answers, 
and another great video series you get get a hold of.  (We also have 
these in our library) 
 

http://www.creationscience.com/ 
Walt Brown’s website.  Very helpful, detailed, but not to hard for a 
non-science major to read. Has a book you can order that has all 
that is on this website if you prefer it in your hands. 
 

http://www.discovercreation.org/ 
The Alpha Omega Institute’s website. This institute is dedicated to 
teaching the Biblical and scientific evidence of creation throughout 
the world.   
 

http://www.icr.org/ 
The Institute for Creation Research. 

 
 

Helpful Study Resource: 
Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter 

 

Commentary: 
The commentary used with permission throughout  

this booklet is: 
With the Word Bible Commentary  

by Warren W. Wiersbe.   
ISBN 0–8407–9108–9  
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Outline 
 

Genesis Outline 
I.             Creation (1–2) 
II.            The Fall of mankind (3) 
III.           Early History of mankind – first thousand years (4-5) 
IV.          Noah and the Flood (6-9) 
V.            Tower of Babel (10-11) 
VI.          Abraham (12-25:18) 
VII.         Isaac (25:19-27) 
VIII.        Jacob (28-36) 
IX.           Joseph (37-50) 
 
Specific Outline for this week – Genesis 1-2 
I. Creation (1–2) 
    A. The Creation in Seven Days (1:1–2:3) 

1. First day: creation of light (1:3–5) 
2. Second day: creation of space and water (1:6–8) 
3. Third day: creation of plant life (1:9–13) 
4. Fourth day: creation of sun, moon, and stars (1:14–19) 
5. Fifth day: creation of fish and fowl (1:20–23) 
6. Sixth day: creation of land animals and people (1:24–31; 

2:7–20) 
7. Seventh day: God rests (2:1–6) 

    B. The Creation of Man – sixth day revisited  (2:4-2:17) 
    C. The Creation of Marriage (2:18-25) 
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Notes for Booklet 
 
Author: Moses—Although the book of Genesis does not name its 
author, Scripture and much of church history ascribe the book to 
Moses.  
•  Both the Old and New Testaments repeatedly testify to the 

Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch (which means the first five 
books of the Bible).  (e.g., Josh. 1:7; Dan. 9:11–13; Luke 16:29; 
John 7:19; Acts 26:22; Rom. 10:19)  

 
Time: In writing the book of Genesis, Moses doubtless utilized older 
written sources and oral traditions, as well as material directly 
revealed to him by God (Num. 12:8). Trained in the “wisdom of the 
Egyptians” (Acts 7:22), Moses had been providentially prepared to 
understand and integrate, under the inspiration of God, all the 
available records, manuscripts, and oral narratives.  
• The composition of the book was probably undertaken during the 

wilderness exile of Israel (c. 1446–1406 b.c.) 
 
Theme: Beginnings . Genesis is a book of beginnings: creation (chap. 
1); human history, including marriage (chap. 2); sin and death (chap. 
3); the promise of the Redeemer (3:15); human civilization (4:16ff.); 
Babylon (chap. 11); and the Jewish nation (chap. 12).  
 

We get the word “Genesis” from the first word in the Hebrew text, 
“beginning”. In the Greek language the word “beginning” is the word 
“Geneseos”, or “Genesis”. 
The beginnings recorded in Genesis have their “endings”, or 
fulfillment, in Revelation.  
 
• God created the heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1) and will one day 

create a new heaven and new earth (Rev. 21:1).  
• Satan first attacked man (Gen. 3), yet will be defeated in his last 

attack (Rev. 20:7–10).  
• God made darkness and light (Gen. 1:5), but one day there will no 

longer be night (Rev. 21:23; 22:5).  
•  The curse begun in Gen. 3 will be lifted from creation (Gen. 

3:14–17; Rev. 22:3).  
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• God drove man out of the garden (Gen. 3:24), but God’s people 
will be welcomed into the heavenly paradise (Rev. 22:1ff).  

• The tree of life will be restored to man (Rev. 22:14).  
• Babylon will be destroyed (Gen. 10:8–10; Rev. 17–19).  
• The promised judgment of Satan will be fulfilled (Gen. 3:15; Rev. 

20:10). 
 
Quick Definitions  
Genesis is the Greek word for “beginning”. 
 

God (v.1) is from the Hebrew word “Elohim”.  It is the Plural of the 
singular word for God, “El“. Yet, fascinatingly, it is used in a 
singular clause in the sentence. It is a wonderful allusion to the 
Trinity—three and yet one.  
 

Created in v.1 is the Hebrew word “bara”, and it literally means to 
create out of nothing.  
 

Eden, in Hebrew, means “delight”. 
 

Helper, in 2:18, means “suitable” - a counterpart, a partner, one at 
ones side, to complete. In John 16, Jesus says the Holy Spirit is our 
helper in similar fashion. So helper is not a devaluing word, since 
God uses it of Himself.  It helps us see the role, the help, that is 
brought to man in marriage.  
 

Man, Woman—the Hebrew word for man is “Ish“, while the word for 
woman is the feminine form of “Ish”, or “Ishah”. 
 
Chapter 1 Highlights and Helps 
As you begin this chapter, there is no date, just “in the beginning”. It 
does not say ‘in the beginning of God’.  God had no beginning! 
 

1 Chronicles 16:36 says, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from  
everlasting to everlasting.” As hard is it is for our minds, that are 
stuck in linear time, to grasp this—God has always been, is, and will 
always be. He exists outside of time. 
 

Obviously, these 10 words don’t tell us all we’d like to know about 
creation; but, they do tell us all we need to know. In fact, if you 
believe in Genesis 1:1, you’ll have no problem believing the other 
31,173 verses in the Bible. If God created the universe, and set its 
laws in motion, then He can intervene or interrupt those laws if He 
chooses. He can part the Red Sea, cause the sun to stand still, walk on 
water, and more. In fact, if God created the universe, the problems 
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you’re facing in your life today are really no problem.  
 

Ten times, in chapter 1, God says everything was created “according 
to its kind”. God created, in the genetic make-up of life, a degree of 
flexibility. Living things can adapt to environmental changes.  We 
call these adaptations, “mutations”.  However, there are limits to 
these adaptations. The genetic structure of living things has been 
fixed by God so that life reproduces only within its natural family, or 
“kinds”. Mutations are possible, but not transmutations. A fish 
doesn’t become a bird. 
 

The lie of evolution says that things change outside their kind—i.e. 
that a fish can become a bird. Yet, all the examples that evolutionists 
point to are changes within a species—a dog, becomes a different 
type of dog. Biblically and scientifically, things can, and do, change 
within their kind...but not into a different kind.  
 

Thank the Lord for mutations. All my kids turned out better looking 
than me… but they’re all still Suttles. Granted, at times they act like 
monkeys, but they’re still Suttles, and they’ll reproduce Suttles - 
Each generation “according to its kind”. 
 
It’s this phrase, “according to its kind”, that drives a nail into the 
coffin of evolution. The theory is totally incompatible with nature, 
and more importantly, with the Bible.  
 

The truth is the history that began in Genesis is not Evolution...but 
devolution...not evolving, but devolving. Science calls this 
“Entropy”.  The process of decay began to affect not only Adam, but 
it permeated all the physical universe. As Paul said in Romans 8:20, 
“the creation was subjected to futility”. God’s world became marred 
by randomness, disorder, arbitrary cruelties. It is important to 
understand that this is not how God created the original creation, but 
it is what sin did to mar and mess up that creation. As we see pain, 
death, and suffering, know that was not a part of the original.  
 
Chapter 2 Highlights and Helps 
Why did God place the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the 
garden? We do not have a complete answer—for many of God’s 
ways are beyond us. There is real sovereignty in God’s Word, 
though, that lets us know He planned it this way. Yet practically, 
there are still some helpful insights. Think about it this way.  God 
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placed the tree of the knowledge of good and evil within Adam’s 
reach as a way for Adam to demonstrate his love for God.  
 

For love to be meaningful it has to be volitional. If you love me, but 
have no other choice, it’s a hollow love. If your wife said, “I do” with 
a shotgun in her back, you’d always wonder. Adam, therefore, could 
have demonstrated his love and loyalty for God by staying away from 
that tree. For love to be love, for freedom to be freedom, there has to 
be a choice.  
 

The first day for man…was a day of rest 
Since God made man on the 6th day of Creation, Adam’s first full 
day was spent at rest with the Lord. Adam began his life resting with 
God. There’s a profound lesson here.  
 

Before we do anything for the Lord, we need to learn how to 
fellowship with the Lord. Before we serve, we first need to sit. We 
need to learn how to rely on God’s strength, and rest in His wisdom. 
 

Marriage as it was meant to be 
Adam called her Eve. Actually, the naming of the woman is one of 
the most beautiful and romantic passages in Scripture. Remember, the 
privilege to name was a function of dominion and authority. The fact 
that Adam was allowed to name the woman tells us God had placed 
her under Adam’s authority, but here’s what I want you to see…The 
Hebrew word translated man is “Ish”, and the word translated woman 
is the same word in the feminine form, “Ishah”. Adam had authority 
over Eve, but instead of asserting it, he treats her as an equal. He 
gives her his own name. 
 

Matthew Henry commented, "The woman was taken from Adam's 
side - not from his head to rule over him - not from his feet to be 
trampled on - but from his side to be equal with him, from under his 
arm to be protected, and from close to his heart to be loved."  
 

Guys and gals, it’s not good for man or woman to be alone. That is 
how God created it to be—and this is in a perfect creation, before sin 
messed it up!  
 

If you are single and reading this, know that, unless God has given 
you the gift of singleness (1 Cor. 7), He does not want you to be 
alone and has a spouse for you. Now, if you have the gift of 
singleness—you know it. The desire for marriage has been removed 
and replaced with a single passion for the Lord. Don’t fear and fret 
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that God has you to be single, unless He has also given you the desire 
to be single. 
 

So, if you are single, how do you find that right person, the one God 
has for you? I don’t mean to be too simplistic about this, but 
personally, I find it wonderful to note that God brought Eve to Adam.  
I have the solid sense that He is still in the match making business 
and is the best one at it...if we will just get out of the way and let 
Him. Develop your relationship with God, and in His time, He will 
bring you a helper. Learn to trust Him! 
 
Eight Keys from the First Marriage.  
 

1st Key – it is about solving Loneliness (2:18) 
• Contrary to what the world holds forth about marriage, it’s first 

and primary place is to solve the issue of loneliness.  This 
loneliness seems to be a created loneliness.  What I mean by that, 
is that before sin happened (Gen 3), we have an emptiness in man 
that God has chosen not to fill with Himself – a place for two to 
come together and not be alone.   Marriage first and foremost is 
not about passion or lust or such worldly things- it is about 
companionship.  

• As God had Adam search for a helper comparable, God was 
showing that no one or nothing else could fill this void. 

 

2nd Key – being together – a helper comparable (2:18-20) 
• Perhaps the term “helper” sounds demeaning to some – but it is 

not.  God uses the term for Himself – and for the Spirit 
specifically in John 16.   The idea is of one who is with us – who 
sticks with us through thick and thin.   Thus, the second key we 
learn from this original marriage is that it meant to be a 
relationship that we stick close to one another and are together. 

 

3rd Key – it was just Adam and Eve. 
• Sin has messed up marriage.  I love when Jesus was asked about 

the complications sin has brought into marriage, that He took 
them and us back to God’s original blueprint (Matthew 19).   

• The original model is one man and one woman 
• Thus – homosexuality is not and never can be a marriage.  (It is 

Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve) 
• Thus – polygamy is not and never can be a marriage.  There is 

only one wife here…not multiple. 
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• Thus – divorce is not and can never be what marriage is mean to 
be.  There were no backup women for Adam to take if Eve did 
not work out.  

 

4th  Key - It is Completing – out of side 
• One of the neat pictures of how God created Eve, is she literally 

“completed” Adam.   Marriage done God’s way – is just like 
this…a completion, making one whole. 

 

5th Key – Leaving  - leaving all other relationships behind (2:24) 
• God gives the model for all marriages, to leave behind all other 

ties – family, father and mother etc.  The idea is that this new 
marriage is to take priority over every other human relationship – 
period. 

 

6th Key – Cleaving – solid commitment (2:24) 
• The picture in the word here for cleaving has the idea of 

permanence to it – being glued together – not coming apart.  No 
marriage can be what it is meant to be unless there is a 
commitment not to depart, not to divorce.  In a real marriage, 
divorce must not be an option.  Without this…the rest will never 
really come 

 

7th Key – Oneness  - becoming one flesh (2:24) 
• The wording here lets us know that this is not an automatic thing 

– but a goal, something to pursue – that the two become 
one.  Such unity that to see one is to see the other – never 
apart.    Such closeness, that oneness is the best description.  This 
is the ultimate aim of every real marriage – oneness. 

 

8th Key – Openness (2:25) 
• In the picture of being naked and unashamed, we do see a place 

for intimacy and passion…they are a part of 
marriage.  Interestingly, they show up more as a byproduct, than 
an aim.  The world has this all backwards – seeking intimacy in 
hopes of solving loneliness.  But real marriage solves loneliness 
and leads to intimacy. 

• Yet, there is more – it speaks not just of physically sharing life 
together – but opening all of oneself to each other.  Such oneness, 
only comes in the solid commitment of a real marriage and of 
those pursuing oneness.  Again, this is more a byproduct of the 
previous keys – what they produce– rather than a tool that makes 
a good marriage.   
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Q&A With Pastor Phil 
 
Question:  Were the six days of creation literal days? 
There is obviously a lot of debate over this question.  It’s part of the 
larger question:  How old is the earth?  This isn’t just something of 
interest to the scientific community, but it is hotly debated within 
Christendom and even within the realm of conservative Christians.  
One would expect unbelievers to wrestle with the thought of the 
universe being created by God in six days, but many professing 
Christians who claim to believe the Bible is the inspired word of God 
also struggle with it as well.  Let’s explore this further and see what 
the Bible says concerning the creation of the world. 
 

What Does The Bible Say? 
 In the English language, the word “day” can have several meanings.  
Consider the following sentence: Back in the day, my grandfather 
worked during the day for 30 straight days.  In this sentence the word 
“day” means a time in history, the sunlit portion of the day, and a 
twenty-four hour period.  The account in Genesis chapter one details 
for us the specific things that God made on each day of that first 
week.  The Hebrew word for “day” is yom.  As in English, the word 
yom can have different meanings depending on the context.  In this 
context, the word yom is used in conjunction with the ordinal 
adjective (first, second, etc).  Every other time it is used this way in 
the Old Testament, it refers to a 24 hour period.  It would be 
inconsistent to assume it means something different in the creation 
account.  To help us further understand the context, the Bible 
includes the phrase, “ so the evening and the morning”.  This 
language further helps to establish that these were literal 24-hour 
days.  Furthermore, by using the information provided to us in the 
genealogies found in Genesis we can calculate that the earth is 
approximately 6,000 years old.   

The Origin Of Death 
For the Christian we shouldn’t need to look beyond the Bible for 
matters of life and godliness.  The truth of God’s word should satisfy 
us.  There are many biblical evidences that point to literal 24-hour 
days of creation and a young earth.  For example, if the plants created 
on day three were separated by millions of years from the birds and 
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insects how would pollination occur?  Moreover, how would the 
plants created on day three survive for millions of years without the 
sun which was created on day four? While these questions pose 
challenges to Christians who believe in long days of creation, there is 
a greater problem that refutes their belief in an old earth.  That is the 
problem of death.  One of the foundations of our faith is the 
understanding that death did not enter the world until the fall of 
Adam (Romans 5:12).  Biblically, it is not possible for there to be 
millions of years of death on the earth before sin entered the world.  
This truth alone refutes every evolutionary model as well as most old 
earth theories.  If we believe that death existed separately from sin, 
we undermine the basis of Christ’s substitutionary atonement. 
 
 

Unbiblical Sources 
Take a moment and read the account again.  Try to eliminate any bias 
or preconceived ideas and let the Bible speak.  If you simply take it at 
face value what does it say?  Apart from all our assumptions we 
would come away with the simple understanding that God completed 
the work of creation in six literal days.  So why is there so much 
disagreement over this?  I believe the reason for so much of the 
confusion is that we are greatly influenced by unbiblical sources.  
The consensus of the scientific community is that the earth is 
somewhere around 4 billion years old.  From the time we are very 
young we are bombarded with messages that contradict the 
scriptures.  Most of the world’s brightest minds completely reject the 
Biblical account of creation and many Christians find themselves 
compelled to look for answers outside of God’s word.   As a result, 
many theories are alive today that try to mingle the Genesis story 
with the universally accepted view of billions of years.  Theistic 
evolution, the day-age view, progressive creation and certain forms of 
the Gap theory are all theories that are held by Christians today 
despite the compromises they require. 
 

Is It Really A Big Deal? 
Is holding a literal view of the Genesis account really a big deal?  
Yes, it really is.  The opening verses in the Bible clearly lay a 
foundation for the believer.   The creation account reveals to us God’s 
omnipotence and also teaches us that man is subject to God.  If we 
view it as a myth, or as purely symbolic, we rob the word of its 
power, and also deceive ourselves concerning the consequences of 
sin and disobedience.  Understand that if we explain away Genesis 
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chapter 1, the rest of scripture can be called into question as well.  
The most troubling aspect is that God’s word is not esteemed by the 
church as in times past.  Meanwhile evolutionists and skeptics attack 
God’s word under the guise of science, and the church is slow to 
defend, and sadly, quick to embrace their secular ideologies.  These 
attacks shouldn’t take us by surprise as Satan has been doing this 
since he tempted Eve in the garden.  Nevertheless,  we need to return 
to the authority of scripture as the only basis of truth. 

 
With the Word Bible Commentary  

 

Genesis is a book of beginnings: creation (chap. 1); human history, 
including marriage (chap. 2); sin and death (chap. 3); the promise of 
the Redeemer (3:15); human civilization (4:16ff.); Babylon (chap. 
11); and the Jewish nation (chap. 12). Things that start in Genesis 
are carried through the Bible narrative and are fulfilled in the book 
of Revelation. 
It is a book of begetting, describing the family tree from Adam to 
the founding of the nation of Israel. Ten different genealogies are 
recorded in Genesis. The account focuses on six persons and their 
families: Adam (chaps. 1–5); Noah (chaps. 6–10); Abraham (chaps. 
11:1–25:18); Isaac (chaps. 25:19–27:46); Jacob (chaps. 28–36); and 
Joseph (chaps. 37–50). These genealogies may be boring to us, but 
they are important for tracing the Redeemer’s ancestry. 
It is a book of believing. Noah believed God and built an ark. 
Abraham believed God and left home for the Promised Land. 
Abraham and Sarah believed God, and He gave them a son. God 
gave His promises and then acted on behalf of those who trusted 
Him, just as He does today. (See Heb. 11:1–22.) 
It is a book of becoming. God patiently worked with His people to 
make them what He wanted them to be. They failed Him often, but 
God did not give up on them. He is still the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, and He can accomplish in your life all that He has 
planned for you. 
 
 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Ge 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.  
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GENESIS 1 

 

We are conscious every day of the visible world around us. We need 
to remember that this world speaks to us of God, His existence, His 
wisdom, and His power (Rom. 1:20; Ps. 19:1–3). 
God creates. Everything begins with God and fulfills His purposes 
for His glory (Col. 1:16–17; Rev. 4:11). He works by the power of 
His Word (Ps. 33:6–9), the same Word that can work in our lives (1 
Thess. 2:13). He works according to a plan: first He forms, then He 
fills. He formed the earth and filled it with plants and animals. He 
formed the firmament and filled it with stars and planets. He formed 
the seas and filled them with living creatures. He can form and fill 
our lives today if we will yield to Him. Persons who have trusted 
Jesus Christ are a part of the new creation (2 Cor. 4:6; 5:17; Eph. 
2:8–10). 
God names. He named what He made, and we have no right to make 
changes: “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness” (Isa. 5:20). God calls 
things by their right names; if we use His vocabulary, we must also 
use His dictionary. (See Prov. 17:15.) 
God divides. He separated the light from the darkness, the dry land 
from the waters, and the waters above from the waters beneath. This 
principle of separation is basic in all the Bible: He separated 
Abraham from Ur, the nation of Israel from the Gentiles, His church 
from the world (John 17:14–16). He wants His people today to be 
separated from all that defiles (2 Cor. 6:14–7:1). 
God blesses. The first man and woman were the only part of creation 
especially blessed by God. Because we are created in the image of 
God, we are different from the other creatures God has made, and 
we must be careful how we treat one another (Gen. 9:6; James 3:9). 
Sin has marred that divine image, but one day all true believers will 
bear the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29). The more we are like Christ, 
the more we will enjoy His blessing (2 Cor. 3:18). 
 
 
 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Ge 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.  
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GENESIS 2 

 

Now we are given the details concerning the creation of man and 
woman and their place in God’s plan. The account does not contradict 
chapter 1; it complements it. We see the man involved in several 
activities. 
Resting (1–3). God’s rest was the rest of completion, not the rest of 
exhaustion, for God never gets weary (Ps. 121:4). Adam must have 
rested also, fellowshiped with the Lord, and worshiped Him. The 
seventh day, the Sabbath, became a sign to Israel that they were God’s 
special people (Exod. 31:13–17). It is also a symbol of the eternal rest 
God’s people will have with Him (Heb. 4:9–11). 
Working (4–15). Rest and work must be in balance. Human history 
involves three gardens: the Garden of Eden, where man took of the tree 
and sinned; the Garden of Gethsemane, where the Savior took the cup 
and went to the tree to die for our sins; and the “garden city” of glory 
where God will take all His children to live forever (Rev. 21–22). 
Work is not a curse. God gave Adam the task of guarding the Garden 
and tilling it. It was a fulfilling ministry for him. Man and God must 
work together to produce the harvest. St. Augustine said, “Pray as 
though everything depended on God, and work as though everything 
depended on you.” 
Submitting (16–17). The Creator has the right to govern His creatures. 
Love sets limits for the good of man. God calls us to obey Him because 
we want to, not because we have to. He wants children, not machines. 
Note especially the word freely in verse 16. 
Naming (18–25). Man’s naming the animals was a part of his 
“dominion” as the head of creation (1:26–28). He lost this dominion 
because of sin (Ps. 8), but we have regained it through Christ (Heb. 
2:5ff.). 
Adam also named his mate; he called her “Woman.” Later, he would 
call her “Eve.” God established marriage to meet man’s need for 
companionship (2:18) and to provide for the rearing of children (1:28). 
In addition it served as a picture of Christ and His church (Eph. 5:25–
32). Adam gave of himself for his bride, and Jesus gave of Himself for 
His bride (John 19:31–37). 
 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Ge 2:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.  
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