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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of 
God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to 

 understand the reading. 
(Nehemiah 8:8) 

Sowing the Word  

April 29th, 2009 
Genesis 34-36 

So Jacob 
 said to his 

household and 
to all who 

were with him, 
"Get rid of the 
foreign gods 
you have with 
you, and purify 
yourselves and 
change your 
clothes.  

Genesis 35:2 
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OutlineOutline  
I. Creation (1–2) 
II. The Fall of Mankind (3) 
III. Early History of Mankind – First Thousand Years (4-5) 
IV. Noah and the Flood (6-10) 
V. Tower of Babel (11) 
VI. Abraham (12-25:18) 
VII. Isaac (25:19-27) 
VIII. Jacob (28-36) 
IX. Joseph (37-50) 
 

Detailed Outline For This WeekDetailed Outline For This Week  
  

VIII.VIII.       Jacob (27 Jacob (27--36)36) 
A. Jacob’s Deception (27) 
B. Jacob’s Vision – Beginning with God (28) 
C. Jacob’s Marriages, Kids & struggle with Laban (29-30)  
D. Jacob a time to return home (31) 
E. Jacob wrestles, prevails with God (32) 
F. Jacob settles…backslides (33)  
G. Jacob sad chapter in Shechem (34) 

i. Dinah is raped by Shechem, a local Canaanite prince. 
(v.1-3) 

ii. Shechem seeks to marry Dinah (v.3-12) 
iii. Jacob’s sons propose becoming one people, yet they are 

deceiving them (v.13-24) 
iv. Simeon and Levi slaughter the whole city while they 

recover from circumcision (v.25–29) 
v. Jacob scolds his sons selfishly (v.30–31) 

H. Jacob’s life Rededicated (35) 
i. Come back To Bethel – God calls Jacob back to Himself 

(v.1) 
ii. Getting rid of gods – Jacob puts away their false gods 

(v.2–7) 
iii. Israel again – God reaffirms His work in Jacob (v.9–15) 
iv. Benjamin born, Rachel dies (v.16-20) 
v. Reuben’s sin with Bilhah (v.21-22) 
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vi. Jacob’s sons listed (v.23-26) 
vii. Isaac dies (v.27-29) 

I. Jacob’s brother – Esau (36) 
i. Genealogy of Esau’s line and decedents 

  

  
Notes for BookletNotes for Booklet  

 

Chapter 34 Highlights and Helps by Pastor Jim 
 

Jacob is in a Bad Place 
• Chapter 34 is a sad chapter in Jacob’s life. 
• Jacob had an incredible experience of surrender with God in 

chapter 32.  Yet it did not last or continue in his daily life.  We saw 
in chapter 33 that Jacob fell back on his old ways of lying and 
deception.  Further, he settled and pitched his tent near 
Shechem.   One cannot help but notice the similarities to Lot 
pitching his tent near Sodom.  

• Shechem is an ungodly city.   Shechem, the prince in the city rapes 
Jacob’s daughter.  A horrible event and yet the amazing thing is 
that God lets us know that Shechem is more honorable than all the 
household of his father (v.19).  This wicked man is one of the best 
in the city.  Truly, this is a place Jacob did not belong. 

• The city is Shechem, the son of Hamor is Schechem.  It is almost 
confusing to have the son and the city named the same…but it 
surely means something.  Shechem literally means “back” and is a 
picture of backsliding.  The city and the son are what Jacob’s 
backsliding brings him into.  

 

Jacob is Ignoring God 
• God is not mentioned one time in this chapter, which is a tale tale 

sign of where Jacob is spiritually.  He is walking alone, in his own 
power and might. 

• How sad are the places in life where we leave God out of the 
picture. 

 

Jacob is Selfish 
• When Jacob’s sons do the horrible act of wiping out the city, it is 



 5 

 

insightful to hear Jacob’s response. 
• Troubled ME, making ME obnoxious, since I am few, gather against 

ME and kill ME and I shall be destroyed, MY household and I 
• Jacob is in a very selfish place in life, thinking only about himself. 

 

Jacob Impact and Purpose is at Stake 
• As Jacob is living near Shechem, what is at stake is amazing in its 

ramifications.  God’s intention for Jacob is that through him and his 
family He would create the nation of Israel.   They would be a 
separate and special people. 

• Yet, here in Shechem, Jacob almost throws all that away.   It is 
mentioned several times throughout the chapter that the impact of 
Dinah marrying Hamor and Jacob staying there would be that they 
would become “one people” (v17) with the people of Shechem.  

• Jacob almost allows this to happen.  Simeon and Levi have a 
devious plan to wipe out the city, which is very sad.  Yet, one 
wonders what was happening inside Jacob, was he about ready to 
let this marriage happen?  Was he about to throw away the 
uniqueness of the people of Israel?   

• What I challenge you to see is that so much was at stake in God’s 
eternal plan in this chapter, and in Jacob’s folly, he almost gave 
away all that God had for him. 

 
Chapter 35 Highlights and Helps by Pastor Jim 

 

You are Acting like Jacob 
• Jacob has two names. 

• Jacob – means supplanter – one who strives to obtain in 
his own might. 

• Israel – governed by God, God reigning and supplying life. 
• It is fascinating to watch how God is able to use these two names 

throughout the rest of Jacob’s life and even further.   When he is 
doing well, walking with God, then God will refer to him as 
Israel.  When he is walking in his own might, God will refer to him 
as Jacob. 

• God calls him Jacob in this first verse of chapter 35.  In so doing, it 
was a reminder to how Jacob is living and I think he heard it as 
such. 

 

Israel Again 
• In verse 10, God reaffirms Jacob’s name change to Israel.  In doing 
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so, God reminds Jacob of what He has done – but also draws him 
back to it. 

• In chapter 32 God did a wonderful spiritual work in Jacob and 
changed his name to Israel.  But Jacob walked away from 
that.  There is something wonderful here in seeing that Jacob has 
not forfeited the work God was seeking to do in him.  Instead, 
God calls him back to it – truly a time of rededication.   

 

Walking with God again 
• Chapter 35 is a time of rededication in Jacob’s life.  He is what we 

would call a Christian, but for a period of time he walked on his 
own.  This chapter is a time of rededication.  

• In chapter 34, God was not mentioned one time. 
• In chapter 35, God is mentioned twenty two times.   Eleven times 

directly and eleven times indirectly.   
• The light of God in this chapter is huge in its difference from the 

darkness of chapter 34. 
 

Back to Bethel 
• God calls Jacob to return to Bethel.  Yet, it is not a physical 

location God is calling Jacob to. 
• Jacob never actually settles in Bethel and God’s plan for Jacob’s 

life is that he would be a wanderer – not settling in any location.  
• When God calls Jacob back to Bethel, it is not to a physical 

location, but a spiritual one.  Bethel was the place that Jacob first 
discovered God was real back in chapter 28.  Chapter 28 is the 
place we would say that Jacob was saved.   God is calling him 
back to this, back to the place of being with God.  Bethel literally 
means dwelling place of God.  Thus…Jacob is to dwell with God. 

• When God calls a Christian back from wandering, it is not to a 
new salvation experience.  Once we are saved, we are 
saved.  Yet, times of rededication in a Christian’s life are times 
where God reminds us of our dedication to Him and what He did 
in us. It is a call to return. 

 

All Other gods must Go 
• One of the problems that has gotten Jacob in the mess he is in is 

having “other gods”.   Perhaps it began with Rachel brining the 
gods of Laban.  But they added others. 

• As God calls Jacob to return, Jacob knows what must happen – 
all other gods must go.   He calls all of his household to rid 
themselves of the gods they have added to their lives.  This had 
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to happen and Jacob knew it. 
• The take the gods they have added and bury them “under the 

terebinth tree”.  One of the fascinating pictures throughout the Bible 
is that a “terebinth tree” is often a foreshadowing of the 
Cross.  Thus, for us, it would be putting away all gods at the foot of 
the cross, burying them at the cross. 

• Maybe today, as you read this, God is calling you back to 
Himself.  Maybe you have been wandering in your own 
Shechem.  Then it is a good day to bury all foreign gods at the foot 
of the cross! 

 

Bethlehem (v.19) 
• This is the first mention of Bethlehem in the Bible.  It is the 

birthplace of Benjamin. Rachael names him Ben-Oni, meaning son 
of my sorrow.  Jacob changes his name to Benjamin, meaning son 
of my right hand. 

• It is a fascinating picture, because here in this verse is a 
foreshadowing of Christ.  Jesus would be born in Bethlehem many 
years later. 

• Jesus would be a Son of My Sorrow – taking our sorrows, taking 
our pain.  Jesus would take the sorrow that even inflicts God in 
many ways. 

• Jesus would be a Son of My Right Hand.  Jesus conquered sin and 
the grave – thus conquering our sorrow.  Then He ascended to the 
right hand of God and is today at the right hand of God making 
intercession for us! 

• What an amazing Savior we have in Jesus! 
 

Joy and Sorrow 
• Jacob is walking with God again.  It is a good chapter as God calls 

Jacob back to himself.  Yet walking with God does not exempt 
Jacob from pain. 

• Deborah dies and is buried near Bethel 
• Rachel dies and that had to be a large blow to Jacob. 
• Reuben sins with Bilhah, a reproach on the family. 
• Isaac dies and Jacob is there to see it. 
• There are great joys in this chapter, joy in Jacob returning to 

God.  Yet sorrow is present as well.   In truth, these sorrows were 
likely to happen whether Jacob walked with God or not.  Yet now, 
Jacob has a source to turn to in order to carry him through these 
sorrows. 



8  

 

• Don’t think that turning to God and walking with Him will exempt you 
from sorrow, it will not.  Yet, in walking with Him, you will have 
comfort for all that you go through.  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in 
all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who 
are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves 
are comforted by God. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 
 

Chapter 36 Highlights and Helps by Pastor Jim 
 

An Odd Chapter 
• In some ways, chapter 36 is an odd chapter.   It is a chapter that 

God describes Esau and His descendents.  Yet one has to wonder 
why God in His perfect Word gives such space to such things.  Yet 
perhaps part of the point is to see the contrast between Jacob and 
Esau.  Esau being a picture of the ways of the world, of one 
choosing the world.  Jacob being one who is saved.   

 

Contrast between eternal and temporal lives 
• In Genesis 4, the line of Cain was traced for seven generations. 
• So, here in this chapter, the line of Esau is traced for seven 

generations. 
• Seven is the Biblical number that is associated with 

completeness.  Here I wonder if God is saying…this is it, this is their 
complete impact. 

• Not one of Esau’s descendants is mentioned in God’s registry of the 
faithful; all are lost in the obscurity of those who depart from the 
living God. They had temporary riches and the passing fame of this 
world, but nothing for eternity. 

 

Contrast between rewards now and rewards later 
• I think of the description that is later given of Moses: 

By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the 
reward. (Hebrews 11:24-26) 

• Moses made a choice to be with God’s people for eternal riches 
instead of enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.   In a similar way, as 
we look at Esau, it is interesting to consider the contrast with 
Jacob.  
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• In dramatic contrast with the expanding, powerful Esau, Jacob 
was dwelling in the land of the sojourning of his father . . . the 
land of Canaan. 

• Unlike Esau, Jacob had no “chiefs” or kings yet (35:11). 
• Unlike Esau, Jacob had no lands to govern. He was a sojourner. 
• One commentator pertinently remarked “that secular, worldly 

greatness often comes swifter than spiritual greatness  A 
promised spiritual blessing demands patience and faith. Waiting 
while others prosper is a test of one’s faithfulness and 
perseverance.” 

• Wiersbe notes: “Esau’s family tree is much more imposing than 
Jacob’s, but this is the last we hear of it. Despite their failures, the 
sons of Israel are the chosen instruments to accomplish God’s 
will on earth.” 
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Q & A With Pastor Phil 
 
What lessons can we learn from the events at Shechem? 
We have been following the lives of the patriarchs through the book of 
Genesis.  In this week’s reading we come again to a troubling chapter filled 
with violence and deceit.  At the same time it is ripe with lessons that we 
can apply to our lives today.  We are told at the end of chapter 33 in verse 
19 that Jacob came to the city of Shechem and he pitched his tent before 
the city. As the chapter closes, we are told that he purchased the parcel of 
land and built an alter there.  Jacob calls it El Elohe Isarel meaning God, 
the God of Israel. 
 

Was this a Good Place For Jacob? 
Chapter 33 ends with Jacob building an alter to the Lord at Shechem, but 
we have to question whether this was the right place for Jacob to settle.  
Many years earlier Jacob vowed to establish Bethel as God’s house.  It 
was a place of great spiritual significance to Jacob.  However, instead of 
returning to Bethel, Jacob chooses to settle in Shechem and buys property 
there.  Shechem was known for being a very fertile area and it is likely that 
Jacob chose this area for the benefit of his livestock.  The story brings to 
mind the account of Lot and his choice to pitch his tent near Sodom.  Lot 
was drawn to the fertile plain of Jordan. It could be that Jacob was similarly 
enticed.  The name, Shechem, means shoulder or back.  It likely got its 
name because it was built upon the slope or shoulder of Mount Ebal.  
Spiritually it takes on a different connotation.  The name has also been 
translated as “back”.  Shechem represents the world. For Jacob it is a step 
in the wrong direction.  We could look at it as a picture of backsliding.  Just 
as Lot was vexed in the city of Sodom, Jacob will be vexed in Shechem. 
 

Where is God? 
As you study chapter 34, notice that there is no mention of God in this 
chapter.  There is no mention of God speaking to Jacob or of Jacob 
seeking the Lord.  Aside from the painful events that transpire here, this 
must have been a very dry time in Jacob’s life. Jacob has material 
possessions, he has his family and yet he seems to be missing the very 
thing that gives meaning to life.  We can learn an important lesson here.  
When we are pursuing the wrong things, our lives become dry and empty, 
not to mention filled with strife.  If God appears distant, could it be that you 
have gone “back”?  Remember, God gave Jacob a new name.  He should 
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now be living the life of Israel.  Instead, God isn’t seen or heard in this 
chapter. 
 

Dinah’s Assault 
Chapter 34 opens with Dinah going out to see the daughters of the land.  
We know very little about her character.  Most commentator’s see this as 
an improper mingling with the world.  The Canaanite women were not 
godly and Dinah’s interaction with them was in no way beneficial to her.  It 
would seem that Dinah placed herself in a compromising position and 
Shechem, the son of Hamor, forcefully violated her.  We are not told of 
Dinah’s reaction to this, only that that Shechem was strongly attracted to 
her and that he loved her and spoke kindly to her.  The love that 
Shechem had was not the agape love that we should long for.  His 
attraction to her was selfish and fueled by passion.  Contrast this with 
Jacob’s love for Rachel in chapter 29.  Although he was deceived by 
Laban, he patiently waited seven years before taking her as a wife.  
Shechem’s attraction to her is impulsive and clearly a picture of lust rather 
than real love.  It gives us a glimpse of the relationships that are so 
common in our society today. 
 

A Satanic Invitation 
Shechem was so drawn to Dinah that he went to his father, Hamor and 
demanded that he get Dinah for him as a wife.  No doubt Hamor knew 
that Dinah’s family was enraged with Shechem’s actions. So Hamor went 
to Jacob and his sons and proposed that that the Israelites and 
Canaanites essentially become one people.  They would intermarry and 
Jacob’s family would be given the rights of full citizenship.  Furthermore, 
Shechem willfully offered to pay whatever dowry was requested.  Had 
Jacob and his sons succumbed to this invitation it would have been 
disastrous.  Later, the people of God did intermarry with the Canaanites.  
It was very destructive, but it was after the nation was better established.  
Had Jacob’s sons all taken Canaanite wives it would have polluted the 
godly line from the very beginning.  Of course this didn’t happen and 
God’s plans will never be undone. 
There is a powerful application that we should take note of.  There is a 
way that we can have relative peace with the world.  If we “intermarry” 
with the ideas, philosophies and practices of the world, we will likely be 
accepted and approved by them.   This is tempting, but ultimately tragic.  
In Christ we are to be salt and light, but if we fulfill this, we won’t be 
accepted by the world.  When our lights shine and we are truly set apart 
we stick out and draw the ire of the world around us. 
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Simeon and Levi’s Retaliation 
Verse 7 declares that Shechem did a disgraceful thing which ought not to 
be done so it’s understandable that Jacob and his sons would be 
enraged.  This moved them to deal treacherously with Shechem and 
Hamor.  They pretended to consent to Shechem’s request for Dinah with 
the condition that all the men are circumcised.  Their requirement for 
circumcision had nothing to do with pleasing God, it was simply a means 
to make the men of Shechem believe that they would have peace with 
Jacob and his sons and to weaken them physically.  In good faith the men 
of the city heeded the condition set before them and all were circumcised.  
Then when they were unaware and in physical pain, Simeon and Levi 
took their swords and slaughtered all the men of the city.  Moreover, 
Jacob’s other sons came and plundered the city taking captive their wives 
and children.  Jacob rebuked them, but in his rebuke he seemed more 
concerned about how it would affect him personally. 
 

Was it Excessive? 
Was it appropriate for Jacob’s sons to respond the way they did?  Some 
believe yes.  A few hundred years after this event, God called the nation 
of Israel to take the land of Canaan by force.  This was a bloody endeavor 
that God commanded.  Is there really a difference between the two 
events?  The account also tells us that Shechem was more honorable 
that all the household of his father (verse 19).  If he was considered the 
most honorable we would have to assume that the people of Shechem 
were very ungodly.  Beyond that, there was a wrong committed that 
required justice.  These things considered, we might see the actions of 
Simeon and Levi in a different light.  So again, was their retaliation 
excessive?  Simply put, yes.  At this point God did not command them to 
take the land.  He promised it would belong to them, but now was not the 
time to drive out the Canaanites.  Furthermore, that was not their 
motivation.  Their motivation was revenge and not a purging of 
wickedness from the land.  The law of Moses sought to provide an 
appropriate punishment for transgressions and limited the extent of that 
punishment.  Although this event took place before the giving of the law, 
God’s values have always been a part of His being.  Clearly, the actions 
of this chapter are far outside the boundaries of what God would allow. 
 

The Real Issue 
We come back to the heart of the matter.  During the events of this 
chapter God is not mentioned nor is His voice heard.  When we find 
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ourselves in such a place, we make dumb decisions.  Instead of being 
steered by God, we are controlled by our emotions.  What was the right 
response for Jacob and his sons?  It’s hard to say.  Sin muddles the water 
and makes things unclear.   But one thing is clear.  The first thing they 
should have done is pray.  In this chapter they never seek God’s counsel 
or ask His will.  It’s possible that God would have fought this battle for 
them.  I wonder how often God would do that in our live.  Remember 
Romans 12:19,  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but give place to 
wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.  
God desires that we would leave these things in His hands. The trouble 
is, we lose our head and take matters into our own hands.  If only we 
would learn to wait on the Lord.  The irony of this story is that Simeon and 
Levi acted essentially the same as Shechem.  They were all guilty of 
being impulsive and carried by their passions.  In the end, Simeon lost his 
birthright and he and Levi were passed over when Jacob blessed his son 
before his death (Gen 49:5-7).   It is not until chapter 35 that God again 
speaks to Jacob and draws him back to Bethel.  In His faithfulness, God 
got Jacob back on track, but the stop in Shechem was a painful detour. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Genesis 34 

 

Defilement. Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom and lost his 
daughters (19:30ff.), and Jacob moved too close to Shechem and lost 
Dinah. She was the daughter of Leah (30:21), which explains why 
Simeon and Levi became so angry (35:23). Had nobody warned her? 
Was she out looking for opportunities to sin? Or was she completely 
overpowered by the prince? It may have been love at first sight, but that 
didn’t lessen the guilt or tragedy of the sin. 

Deception. Note the twofold attempt at deception: Simeon and Levi 
deceived Hamor, and Hamor thought he deceived them. Jacob’s sons 
had learned much from watching their father. Dinah’s two brothers were 
preparing for war while the men of Shechem were preparing for wealth. 
When the men of the city were unable to fight, Simeon and Levi killed all 
the men and took the spoils. It was another case of promoting a holy 
cause in an unholy way and being motivated by hatred of the enemy 
instead of love for the truth. 

Disgrace. Jacob was more concerned about his safety and his 
reputation than he was the character and conduct of his ruthless sons. 
Although Jacob was not to blame for their deed, had he not settled near 
Shechem, this tragedy would not have occurred. On his deathbed, Jacob 
brought the matter up again (49:5–7). How gracious of God to make the 
tribe of Levi the priestly tribe! (See Romans 5:20.) 

. 
 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Ge 34:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Genesis 35-36 

 

New beginnings. God once more appeared and told Jacob what to 
do. This was a part of the Bethel promise (28:13–15). We walk by faith 
when we obey God in spite of circumstances or consequences. But a 
change in geography does not guarantee a change in life, so Jacob told 
the whole family to bury the past and get rid of their heathen charms and 
idols. At Bethel, Jacob built a new altar and worshiped “the God of the 
house of God.” 

New sorrows. Three deaths are recorded in this chapter, for death 
is one of the facts of life. Jacob’s obedience to God did not prevent him 
from experiencing trials. He lost a friend, Deborah; a favorite wife, 
Rachel; and then his beloved father. (In spite of what he said in 27:2, 
Isaac lived for forty-three years after that!) Perhaps the greatest sorrow 
of all was the sin of his firstborn son Reuben. Sin is expensive, and this 
one cost Reuben the birthright (49:3–4; 1 Chron. 5:1). 

New joys. The birth of Benjamin cost Rachel her life (30:1). Jacob 
wisely changed the name from “son of my sorrow” to “son of my right 
hand” (the place of honor). It was an act of faith at a time when Jacob’s 
heart was broken. Like Benjamin, our Lord Jesus is a Son of sorrow (Isa. 
53:3) and a Son of the right hand (Ps. 110:1; Mark 16:19). The tribe of 
Benjamin gave us the apostle Paul (Phil. 3:5), so the mother’s sacrifice 
bore a rich harvest for the whole world (John 12:24–25). 

Since the family was complete, the sons and mothers were listed. 
Esau’s family tree is much more imposing than Jacob’s, but this is the 
last we hear of it. Despite their failures, the sons of Israel are the chosen 
instruments to accomplish God’s will on earth. 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Ge 35:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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