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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Thursday, March 2, 2006

Passage for today: Exodus 14Exodus 14Exodus 14th
u
r
sd
a
y

Quick Notes
“And the God of Israel will be your rear guard” (Isa. 52:12) 

Questions to Ponder
Why did God say Pharaoh would pursue Israel into the sea?
In what way did Moses encourage the people to respond Pharaoh's 

pursuing them?  How did Moses personally respond?
Contrast what the Lord was to the Egyptians and to the Jews—how were 

the dealings different? Lessons?
How do the Jews respond to all this in the end?  How is this right?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Friday, March 3, 2006

Passage for today: Exodus 15Exodus 15Exodus 15Fr
id
a
y

Quick Notes
 This first recorded song in Scripture is a pattern for true worship, for 

it emphasizes the Lord, who He is, and what He has done for His 
people. 

Questions to Ponder
With this begin the first son in the Bible...what things stick out to you as 

being good marks for us to notice and learn from?  What can we 
learn about what worship is to be from this song? 

What is the first trouble they run into?  What is their response to it?  
How does God speak through Moses to teach them from this? What 
lesson are they supposed to learn?  How does this apply to us?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Saturday, March 4, 2006

Passage for today: Exodus 16Exodus 16Exodus 16sa
tu
r
d
a
y

Quick Notes
God’s Word is food for the inner person. It is milk (1 Pet. 2:2), bread 
(Matt. 4:4), meat (1 Cor. 3:1–2; Heb. 5:11–14), and honey (Ps. 119:103). 
Feeding on the Word should bring joy to our hearts (Jer. 15:16), and we 
should desire spiritual food more than physical food (Job 23:12; Luke 
10:38–42).

Questions to Ponder
How were they supposed to gather the manna?  How often, when?  
The manna is a picture of Jesus Christ (John 6:30ff.). In what ways does 

the manna picture Christ?  What lessons are there in this for you?
Feeding on the manna is also a picture of your daily partaking of Christ 

through the Word of God.  How are we supposed to do this?  
How would the Manna be a test for them?  For us? 
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Sunday, March 5, 2006

Passage for today: Exodus 17Exodus 17Exodus 17su
n
d
a
y

Quick Notes
The Amalekites are always a picture or type of the struggle you and I 
have with the flesh in the Bible (Gal 5:17)

Questions to Ponder
How is the Rock a picture of Christ? (1 Cor 10:4)   How does what 

Moses does with the rock picture what God has done in Christ?
How was the victory won against the Amalekites? .  Seeing the 

Amalekites as a type of the battle with our flesh—what keys can we 
learn from this passage on how to have victory in that battle? 
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Monday, March 6, 2006

Passage for today: Exodus 18Exodus 18Exodus 18m
o
n
d
a
y

Quick Notes
 Counsel. Sometimes an outsider can see things more clearly than 

those who are doing the work, and we must always be open to 
counsel (Prov. 12:15; 13:10). 

 Note Jethro expected Moses to seek God’s will in the matter (v. 23).
What seems like good counsel from men might be bad counsel in 
God’s sight, we must always ask for God’s directions (Acts 27:9-14)

Questions to Ponder
How does Jethro respond to the report from Moses of all that God has 

done?  How is this the kind of response we want from others?  What 
did Moses say and how did he say it that brought such a response?

How does Jethro see all the work Moses is doing? Is he right? How does 
he reason with Moses to change?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Tuesday, March 7, 2006

Passage for today: Exodus 19Exodus 19Exodus 19tu
es
d
a
y

Quick Notes
To be sanctified means to be set apart for God’s exclusive use and 
pleasure. Christians are set apart by the death of Christ (Heb. 10:10), the 
indwelling Spirit (Rom. 15:16), and the Word of God (John 17:17; Eph. 
5:26).

Questions to Ponder
What situation does God arrange for the children of Israel?  What is the 

lessons that He wants them to learn and understand?  How does God 
do this in our lives?

Why do they need to consecrate themselves for this event? Lessons?
How does Moses argue with God about going down again?  How does 

God deal with this?  What lesson should we learn from this? 



8

Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Passage for today: Exodus 20Exodus 20Exodus 20W
ed
n
e
sd
a
y

Quick Notes
 The Law does not save sinners (Gal. 2:21; 3:21); it reveals God’s 

holiness and man’s need for salvation (Rom. 3:20). It is a mirror that 
shows us how dirty we are (James 1:22–2), but it does not provide 
the cleansing we need. Only Christ can do that. 

 The first four commandments deal with our relationship with God, 
while the last six deal with our relationship with others 

Questions to Ponder
How is the order of the commandments the right order?   Why do we 

need to begin with the first four to get to the last six?
How do each of these commandments apply today?  How does these 

commandments reveal the character of God? 
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The Real Mt Sinai?
Today, most people are unaware that not one piece of hard evidence 
has been produced to verify that what is traditionally designated at 
“Mount Sinai” in the south central Sinai Peninsula is indeed the 
famed mountain of Moses and the Exodus. In fact, the only 
verifiable reason that the traditional site is designated “Mount 
Sinai” at all is because a Roman mystic designated it and Helena, 
mother of Constantine I, anointed it as the true Mount Sinai early in 
the 4th century AD. 

In Galatians 4:25 the Bible states 
that Mount Sinai is in Arabia, 
Recent clandestine research points 
that 'Jebel el Lawz' (Mountain of 
the Law), known by the locals as 
"Jebel Musa" (Moses' mountain) in 
Saudi Arabia today may very well 
be the real Mt Sinai

The peak of the mountain had been burnt with such a severe heat 
that the granite rock had been turned to obsidium (burnt rock turned 
to glass, eg. volcanic glass). The Saudi archaeologists had said they 
can locate where the source of heat was, by the 'shadow effect' on 
the rocks. They concluded that it was fifty meters above the peak. 
"And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD 
descended upon it in a fire...For the mountain did burn with fire" 
Ex. 19:18, Deut. 5:23. 

A massive split boulder, sixty foot high, 
forty foot wide, and twenty foot deep, 
sitting on top of a rocky hill. Upon closer 
investigation he identified clear evidence 
of water erosion, quite a surprise 
considering this was located in a dry 
desert! Is there an account in the Bible that 
talks of such a rock? "Behold I will stand 
before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; 
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there 
shall come water out of it, that the people may drink." Ex. 17:6 

These plus many other discoveries point to this being the real Mt 
Sinai
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Is Mount SINAI in the SINAI?
By Bob Cornuke

For centuries Bible scholars and religious pilgrims have been 
seeking the location of the real Mt. Sinai. Today, most people are 
unaware that not one piece of hard evidence has been produced to 
verify that what is traditionally designated at “Mount Sinai” in the 
south central Sinai Peninsula is indeed the famed mountain of 
Moses and the Exodus. In fact, the only verifiable reason that the 
traditional site is designated “Mount Sinai” at all is because a 
Roman mystic designated it and Helena, mother of Constantine I, 
anointed it as the true Mount Sinai early in the 4th century AD. 
(Helena also claimed she discovered the true “holy sepulchre” in 
Jerusalem and the true cross of Christ.)

Several other proposed sites for the true Mount Sinai have been 
suggested by biblical scholars, but thus far they have produced no 
archaeological evidence to support them. If we are ever to discern a 
correct location for the historical events recorded in the biblical 
Book of Exodus, it’s important to use the Scriptures as a guide, just 
as we would use any ancient documents that have proven reliable in 
the past.

In the New Testament, Paul wrote in Galatians 4:25, “Now Hagar 
stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia . . .”Although some argue that 
here the Roman designation of Arabia includes the Sinai Peninsula, 
Arabia in Paul’s day encompassed a larger region that primarily 
designated the populated regions of ancient Midian, or modern-day 
Saudi Arabia. As a “Hebrew of Hebrews,” Paul’s understanding of 
Arabia would have been one that was consistent with Old 
Testament passages like 1 Kings 10:15, 2 Chronicles 9:14, Isaiah 
21:13, Jeremiah 25:24, and Ezekiel 27:21, in which Arabia is 
clearly identified with the region east of the Gulf of Aqaba, where 
“kings” ruled and the “Dedanites” co-dwelt with other nomadic 
peoples.

Even more telling, Exodus 3:1 plainly identifies Mount Horeb 
(Sinai) as being in Midian: “Now Moses was tending the flock of 
Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock 
to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.” 
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Here, there are two important issues. First, the region of “Midian” 
referred to here is undeniably the same as present-day Saudi 
Arabia. Second, at the traditional site of Mt. Sinai on the Sinai 
Peninsula, there is nothing that would cause it to be geographically 
identified with the “back” of a desert, in distinction from its 
surroundings. By contrast, the site proposed by BASE Institute is, 
indeed, on the far side or margin of a vast desert in ancient Midian.

However, can ancient Midian be identified with the Sinai 
Peninsula, which in the time of Moses, was considered a part of 
Egypt (although designated as the “wilderness” of Egypt)? It is 
apparent from Exodus 2:15 that the two were separate entities. 
After killing an Egyptian, Moses fled Egypt for safer ground: 
“When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled 
from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian.” Egypt and its holdings 
would not have been safe for Moses under any circumstances. He 
would not have fled to the Sinai Peninsula, where archaeology 
shows that Pharaoh had multiple mining interests and military 
outposts. The Bible is clear that Moses went out of Egypt, to the 
land of Midian east of the gulf of Aqaba.

The Bible makes several references to Moses returning to Egypt 
from Midian, including Exodus 4:19 where we read, “Now the Lord 
had said to Moses in Midian, ‘Go back to Egypt, for all the men 
who wanted to kill you are dead.” All passages associated with 
Moses’ stay in Midian point toward present-day Saudi Arabia as 
the area to which Moses fled, subsequently met God at the burning 
bush, and then returned with the children of Israel.

Because so many Bible references as well as archaeological 
evidence (or the lack of it) pointed away from traditional Mount 
Sinai and toward Saudi Arabia as the location of the historical 
mountain of Moses, a site inspection was necessary to determine if 
other evidence could be found to support this theory. Saudi 
Arabia’s closed borders made it impossible for a team of scholars 
and archaeologists to enter the country. As a result, Larry Williams 
and I surreptitiously slipped into the country, traced what appears to 
be the Exodus route, and climbed the mountain which many 
scholars now consider to be the true Mount Sinai.

What follows is a condensed account of our adventures, our 
findings, and how these relate directly to the Bible.
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RED SEA CROSSING SITE In 1 Kings 9:26, the Bible tells us, 
“King Solomon also built ships at Ezion Geber, which is near Elath 
in Edom, on the shore of the Red Sea.” This verse provides us with 
some compelling clues. First, Solomon had his port at Elath 
(modern Eilat) on the shores of the northern tip of the Gulf of 
Aqaba (which forms the eastern “finger” of the Red Sea proper). 

The NIV Study Bible references this verse as follows: “Red Sea. 
The Hebrew for this term, normally read as Yam Suph (‘sea of 
reeds’), refers to the body of water through which the Israelites 
passed at the time of the Exodus. It can also be read, however, as 
Yam Soph (‘sea of land’s end’), a more likely reading when 
referring to the Red Sea, and especially . . . to its eastern arm, the 
Gulf of Aqaba.”

This could well mean that the “sea of land’s end,” at the tip of the 
Sinai Peninsula, was the site of the Israelites’ crossing. At the very 
least, the use of the same Hebrew term both for the place where the 
Israelites crossed and for the Gulf of Aqaba at Elath shows that the 
body of water in question is not an isolated lake, but includes the 
bulk of what we know as the Red Sea.

BITTER LAKES: Many scholars suggest that the actual crossing 
of the “sea of reeds” was in the Bitter Lakes region, north of the 
Gulf of Suez, where some observers have claimed that wind can 
cause the lake level to fluctuate several feet. However, this simply 
is not consistent with numerous other Biblical references, including 
the account of an entire, Egypt-engulfing locust swarm being blown 
into Yam Suph (Exodus 10:19), Solomon sailing a fleet of ships on 
Yam Suph (1 Kings 9:26), and the description of the way in which 
Pharaoh’s soldiers died at Yam Suph: “But You blew with your 
breath, and the sea covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty 
waters” (Exodus 15:10). The Bitter Lakes region is a marsh with no 
mighty waters. At the tip of the Sinai Peninsula, however, at the 
entrance of the Gulf of Aqaba, the “mighty waters” of the Red Sea 
can reach incredible fury and awesome depths.

TRADITIONAL MOUNT SINAI: Having visited the traditional 
Mount Sinai in the southern Sinai Peninsula, I have seen first hand 
that the only place the Israelites could possibly have camped was a 
small, flat valley area adjacent to the mountain, allowing for only 
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about one square yard per person (assuming that roughly 2 million 
people were involved in the Exodus). And despite extensive 
archeological investigation throughout the region, nothing has ever 
been found that can conclusively be tied to the Exodus of the 
Hebrews from Egypt - or can even argue for a large population of 
people ever occupying the area.

UNDERWATER LAND BRIDGE: Following a theory that the 
route of the Exodus actually took the Hebrews past (not through) 
the bitter Lakes and then southward along the west coast of the 
Sinai Peninsula, we traveled to the tip of the Sinai and explored the 
underwater topography (bathymetry) of the Strait of Tiran, where 
the Gulf of Aqaba is narrowest between the Sinai Peninsula and 
Saudi Arabia. There we found that an underwater land bridge exists 
that today is so problematic for shipping that two separate routes or 
“lanes” are designated for northbound and southbound ships to pass 
through. Further correlation of the Bible’s account of the route of 
the Exodus causes us to realize that this unusual submarine 
formation may well have been trod by the Hebrews themselves.

BITTER SPRINGS OF MARAH: Exploring the further 
possibility that the Israelites passed through the waters of the Red 
Sea at the Strait of Tiran, we picked up our search for landmarks on 
the Saudi Arabia side of the Gulf of Aqaba. There we started at the 
coastline on the eastern side of the Strait of Tiran and traveled the 
most natural route approximately 30 kilometers inland to a group of 
springs, where the water in some of the springs was terribly bitter. 
Exodus 15:22-23 tells us, “So Moses brought Israel from the Red 
Sea; then they went out into the wilderness of Shur. And they went 
three days in the wilderness and found no water. Now when they 
came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they 
were bitter.”

THE 70 PALMS AND 12 SPRINGS OF ELIM: As we traveled 
generally toward Jabal al Lawz (the Saudi Arabian mountain that is 
held by generations of Bedouins to be the mountain of Moses), we 
next encountered a group of clear water springs, with a grove of 
palm trees adjacent to them. We marveled at the description in 
Exodus 15:27: “Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve 
wells of water and seventy palm trees; so they camped there by the 
waters.”
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CAVES OF MOSES: While at the springs, we discovered that 
some nearby caves were being excavated by Saudi archaeologists. 
A worker at the site said that writings found in the caves indicated 
that the prophet Musa (Moses) had come through this area with his 
nation of Hebrews.

CHARRED PEAK AND MELTED ROCK: Continuing to Jabal 
al Lawz, and after a great deal of maneuvering to gain access to the 
mountain, we found the top of the mountain to be thoroughly 
blackened, as if the rocks had been severely scorched from without. 
When we broke open the rocks, we found that they were actually 
granite rocks with a blackened “rind” and an untouched core of 
pure granite inside. We had already read in Exodus 19:18, “Now 
Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the Lord descended 
upon it in fire . . . .”

BOUNDARY MARKERS: As we explored further around the 
base of the mountain, we discovered large piles of rocks arranged in 
a semicircle around the front of the mountain, spaced about every 
400 yards. Measuring about five feet high and 20 feet across, these 
piles could be the boundary markers set up by Moses, as he had 
been instructed by God: “. . . You warned us saying, ‘set bounds 
around the mountain and consecrate it’” (Exodus 19:23).

GOLDEN CALF ALTAR: In a flat area at the base of the 
mountain we also discovered that large boulders had been placed 
together, creating an altar-like formation 30 feet tall and 30 feet 
across - quite possibly the altar where the golden calf was set up 
and worshiped by God’s disobedient people. On the rocks were 
etched ancient drawings of a bull god, as described in Exodus 32:4, 
where Aaron “. . . received the gold from the hand, and he 
fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf.” 

GOLDEN CALF ALTAR: In a flat area at the base of the 
mountain we also discovered that large boulders had been placed 
together, creating an altar-like formation 30 feet tall and 30 feet 
across - quite possibly the altar where the golden calf was set up 
and worshiped by God’s disobedient people. On the rocks were 
etched ancient drawings of a bull god, as described in Exodus 32:4, 
where Aaron “. . . received the gold from the hand, and he 
fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf.”
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MOSES' ALTAR and the 12 PILLARS: At the foot of the 
mountain we found a V-shaped altar, with each arm approximately 
60 feet long and 20 feet wide. Next to it were several toppled pillars 
in sections measuring about 22 inches in diameter and 20 inches in 
length. Exodus 24:4 records that Moses “. . . built an altar at the 
foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars according to the twelve 
tribes of Israel.”

SPLIT ROCK AT HOREB: (Full credit for verification and 
documentation of the split rock at Horeb goes to Jim and Penny 
Caldwell, who conducted their research while living in Saudi 
Arabia.) One of the most startling discoveries at Jabal al Lawz was 
a massive, prominent, split rock on the west side of Jabal al Lawz, 
which showed evidence of gushing water from within - jagged 
rocks that had been smoothed off by an abundant flow of water. 
Exodus 17:6 records God’s instructions to Moses when the 
Israelites were dying of thirst in the wilderness: “Behold, I will 
stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.”

CAVE OF ELIJAH: High on the mountain was a cave by which 
Elijah may have stood to hear God’s voice, as described in 1 Kings 
19:18b, 13b: “. . . and he went . . . as far as Horeb, the mountain of 
God . . . . and he went out and stood in the entrance of the cave . . . 
.”

This expedition yielded the first of a wealth of compelling new 
evidence, to suggest that the Strait of Tiran on the Gulf of Aqaba 
was the crossing point for the route of the Exodus, and that Jabal al 
Lawz in Saudi Arabia is the true Mount Sinai.

The real significance in all this is that the Bible again has 
apparently been shown to be true, reliable, and accurate, down to 
the smallest historical detail. Critics who claim that the Bible does 
not coincide with known history and geography are again shown to 
be wrong once the physical evidence begins to surface. The account 
in the Bible is true, and the implications are incredible.

God descended on Mount Sinai in flames like a furnace. He spoke 
to Moses and gave him the Ten Commandments as the laws for the 
life of Israel. He communicated His love and mercy through the 
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laws for sacrifice and atonement. And though we are unworthy, He 
gave us the opportunity to enter into a personal, caring relationship 
with the Eternal Father.

The exploits of the BASE Institute team may sound like a treasure 
hunt to others, but a more important adventure awaits those who 
would seek out the treasures of the Word of God. The Bible reveals 
His plan for reconciliation - and the most important discovery any 
of us can ever make is how to begin a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. This is the best adventure.

For more information, take a look at this website:
http://baseinstitute.org/index.html

http://baseinstitute.org/photos_sinai.html
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The Mountain of God

The mountain looked like an erupting volcano. Their meeting with 
God was quite an experience, but an experience the people didn’t 
want to repeat. In Exodus 20:19 they tell Moses, "You speak with 
us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die." 

They were overwhelmed by the glory of God. They felt unworthy 
and unfit for God’s presence. It scared them to be near Him.

In Hebrews 12 the writer compares Israel’s experience at Mount  
Sinai with our experience at Mount Zion, or the heavenly mountain. 
Under the Mosaic Covenant their access to God was restricted. In  
Christ ours is unlimited. They approached in fear. We approach 
with confidence. They were aware of their sin. Our spirits have 
been perfected by faith in Jesus. They were still under scrutiny. 
We’re registered in heaven. Their mediator was a man, Moses. 
Ours is the living Lord, Jesus. 

In chapter 24 Moses again leads the Israelites to the mountain of 
God to make sacrifice, and to officially accept the terms of the 
Covenant. The people agree to keep God’s commands, then Moses 
sprinkles them with the sacrificial blood. A strange event takes 
place after the Covenant has been ratified. On the day the Law was 
confirmed, God demonstrates His grace. He makes an exception 
and allows Aaron, his two sons, and the 70 elders onto Mount Sinai 
- and in verse 10 we’re told “they saw the God of Israel…” We’re 
told in verse 11, “on the nobles of the children of Israel He did not 
lay His hand. So they saw God, and they ate and drank.” What 
amazes me is they’re so laid back. They’re in God’s presence just 
chowing and chilling. This is revealing…

Remember, from a distance, God’s presence was so awesome and 
frightening, but apparently when they got up close they realized His 
warmth, acceptance, and love – it set them at ease. They enjoyed 
being with God! It refreshed them. Reverence God, indeed!, but 
we’re also told to relax and enjoy God’s goodness!
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Facing Impossible problems

With the Egyptians to the west, and the sea on the east, Moses 
raised his rod, and God sent a strong wind to part the waters of the 
Red Sea. During the night, His people walked across on dry 
ground.

Perhaps you’re in an impossible situation. You’re hemmed in and 
you’ve got no where to run. Listen to the three things Moses tells 
the Hebrews in Exodus 14:13-14: 

First, “don’t be afraid” -don’t cave in to fear and doubt, your faith 
is being tested.  Fear is never God’s aim and it pushes any faith we 
have out of our hearts.  The first thing we need to do then, is 
decidedly not be afraid.

Second “stand still” – your frantic efforts will only complicate the 
situation, just chill, the Lord will fight this battle.  This is such good 
advice, especially—when there is nothing we can do anyhow!   I 
mean, for them, what options lay before them? Nothing.  Many 
times we find ourselves in similar situations—where there is 
nothing we can do.  What a great response it would be if there we 
just said “this is wonderful ‘now I get to see God do what I cannot 
do!”

Third, “see the salvation of the Lord” – keep your eyes on Him, 
trust in His hidden resources.

God is still in the miracle-working business. He is more than able to 
part the waters of your situation. “Don’t be afraid… stand still… 
and see the salvation of the Lord…”
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The Manna from Heaven

Man from Heaven!   Truly it was a wonderful event.  The children 
of Israel began their journey out of the land.  But now the practical 
questions that was before them—how do you feed all these people?  
God has planned a wonderful solution—Manna from heaven!  

Verses 14-15 tell us what happened that first morning, “And when 
the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was 
a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground. So when 
the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" 

That is what the word “manna” literally means.  Can you imagine 
the conversations around the dinner table.  “Mom, what are we 
having for dinner.”  Mom replies, “What is it”.  “That’s what I was 
asking Mom, what is it?”  “Yep, that is it…” Around and around it 
would go like the old “Who’s on first” comedy routine.

Verse 31 tells us, “And the house of Israel called its name Manna. 
And it was like white coriander seed, and the taste of it was like 
wafers made with honey.”  It’s interesting, that Psalm 78:25 
actually refers to manna as angel’s food.

Truly it was an amazing provision.  But one thing became clear—it 
was to be a daily provision.  If someone wanted to save time and try 
to gather tomorrow’s manna for today...God would not allow that to 
work.  Verse 20 tells us that the bread kept over from the previous 
day “bred worms and stank.” God wanted the Hebrews to trust Him 
day by day. This process required a daily receiving from the Lord 
for this manna.

Perhaps the spiritual application is so clear—but let me say it 
anyway.  This manna in the Old Testament is a picture of our 
Spiritual nutrition. The New Testament shows us that the manna 
was  a picture of the Word of God, and even more specifically our 
partaking of Christ in the Word of God.  Simply put—such spiritual 
sustenance needs to be obtained on a daily basis.   One great day 
with the Lord, one good Bible study with Him is not supposed to 
carry us for days.  Every day we are supposed to obtain this manna 
from heaven!
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We’re told in verse 35, “And the children of Israel ate manna forty 
years, until they came to an inhabited land…” That’s 7 pints a day 
for 3 million people, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, for 40 years -
that’s a total manna requirement of 6,750 tons a day.

Think of it this way… Let’s say we’re feeding all 3 million  
Hebrews a cheeseburger, a fry, and a coke. That means we need 3 
million beef patties a quarter pound a piece. That’s 750,000 pounds. 
If we’re shipping it in by rail we would need 200 freight cars -
which would require 10 locomotives.

We’d also need 7 rail cars to pull the 750,000 pounds of potatoes 
for the fries, and 75 freight cars to carry the 750,000 gallons of 
coca-cola. And to ice down the cokes we’d need 375,000 pounds of 
ice, which would require 4 more cars. Here’s the rest of the grocery 
list: buns 250,000 dozen, mustard 11,000 gallons, dill pickles 
12,000 gallons, tomatoes 50,000 gallons, cheese 200,000 pounds, 
onions 175,000 pounds, and lettuce 150,000 head. Now we’re 
talking a train of well over 300 freight cars. Such a train would 
extend 3 miles.

Now imagine cooking this volume of food. If you cooked 1000 
patties per minute - that’s a lot of grills. To cook burgers for 3 
million people it would take 48 hours – and that’s not figuring in 
the time needed to peel and cook the french fries, slice the onions 
and tomatoes, and pour the cokes. 

Yet this is the meal God provided for the children of Israel 
everyday for 40 long years.   Truly this is such a wonderful picture 
of God’s abundant, sufficient and daily provision in our lives!
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Murmuring against God

It happens so often and so many times...yet it is almost shocking 
each time I read it.  God brings the people out of the land—amazing 
miracles, wonderful provision.  Truly God has shown them His 
reality, His ability and His care.  Yet every time something goes 
wrong, every time a lack is discovered—a familiar sound can be 
heard.  It rises before us and before God as an irritating...whine.  

Murmuring, complaining, fears, doubt...whining become the 
commonplace response.  I read it...yet it still hard to believe.  Then 
of course, I then turn and ask myself—do I do that?  Sadly, I am 
confronted by a horrible thought...I think I often do!  I find myself 
reading this passage again, asking God to deliver me and to deliver 
you...from whining!

Think about it this way, in Exodus 16:8 Moses puts an interesting 
spin on their complaints. He tells the Hebrews, “Your murmurings 
are not against us but against the Lord.” I want you to process this 
for a moment or two.  See, they would complain—and often their 
complaints were generic—just a moaning about what they did not 
have.  Often their complaints were against Moses and the leaders 
for not doing what they felt needed to be done, as fast as they felt it 
needed to be done.   Yet...God tells us hear...that all such 
complaints are really against the Lord!  They did not think about it 
that way.  Most of the time when they complained, they did not 
think about it as complaining about God or against God.  But He 
did.  Consider this—who was really in charge? God.  Who was 
really leading and providing for them?  God.  I don’t know about 
you, but just this simple understanding alone has great power in 
checking and stopping many a whine when it begins to rise in my 
mind.

When we complain about the resources God provides, or the 
direction God leads, or the circumstances God allows, or the 
authority God sets up we’re really complaining about the Lord. 
Moses was just a convenient scapegoat. But it was really God, for 
He is in control, and He expects to be trusted. It’s a lot easier to 
complain than it is to believe. Murmuring and grumbling are simply 
masks for unbelief.
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Sometimes things just don’t go right

There is often a crazy and mistaken idea that we need to set right in 
our minds.   For many of us, there is this underlying thought that if 
we are following God’s plan for our life, then trials and troubles 
will be nonexistent.  False!   

Consider this—In Exodus 17:1 God leads the Hebrews to a place 
where there is no water. This is not what we would expect from 
God. Surely, God always leads us to bountiful places – where there 
is more than enough to meet our needs. He would never lead His 
people to a dry watering hole… or would He?

Every time you make a decision that produces uncomfortable  
consequences it doesn’t mean you’ve missed God’s Will. 
Sometimes, God leads us into difficult places to test us or refine us.

AW Pink writes, “We need to realize that in every circumstance 
and situation where faith is tested, the Lord Himself brought us 
there. If this be apprehended, it will not be so difficult for us to trust 
Him to sustain us while we remain there.”

Good advice…. 
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Jethro’s Good Advice

Spiritual leadership can be taxing. Imagine Moses’ responsibilities. 
When his hands were high, victory was nigh. If his arms drooped 
the enemy got the upper hand.

In a sense all spiritual leaders have the same impact. People either 
feed off their faith, or droop with their discouragements. Pastors 
need people in the church, like Aaron and Hur, to stand by their 
side and support them.

Moses’ father-in-law Jethro, helped point out to Moses the need to 
delegate responsibility to faithful sidekicks. In Exodus 18 he saw 
Moses burning himself out trying to do it all.

Moses represented God, but he was not God. This is what pastors  
and in a sense all Christians need to understand.  Psalm 121:4 tells 
us God never sleeps… I hate to admit it, but all of us as people  
require 6 to 7 hours per night.

I also realize that 20 years from now, most of you will no longer be 
a member of my congregation, but 20 years from now my wife and 
three girls will still be members of my family. I’ve got to put them 
first.

Thank the Lord for Jethro! He taught Moses and with him many 
pastors, leaders and Christians that we can’t do it all!  A pastor’s 
job is to point you to the Savior, while keeping it clear in his own 
mind that he is not the Savior. Jethro told Moses, “you will surely 
wear yourselves out. For this thing is too much for you…” Moses, 
like most pastors, needed to realize if he wanted to be around a 
while he would need to learn the art of delegation.

At Calvary Chapel, we have an assistant pastor, home fellowship 
leaders and a servant team to address the small matters—and if they 
have a problem too big for them to tackle they bring it to me.

This allows me to focus on the 3 priorities Jethro gave Moses –
Pray for the people 18:19
Teach the people 18:20
Oversee the bigger issues that arise 18:21-22

Moses’ job and mine is threefold: plead, feed, and lead.
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Ten Commandments

Chapter 20 lists the Ten Commandments -and notice they’re not 
The Ten Suggestions. We’re expected to obey them! We learn later 
the Ten Commandments were written on two tablets by the finger 
of God Himself. The first five commands deal with man’s 
relationship with God. The second five commands deal with man’s 
relationship with His fellow man.

It’s been said, “The Ten Commandments were given in tablet form, 
and by following their directions we can save the use of a lot of 
other tablets.” They’re stress-reducers, as well as, sin– reducers.

Here is God’s Top 10 List: 
1) no other gods
2) no use of physical images in worship
3) no taking the Lord’s name in vain
4) keep the Sabbath holy
5) honor your parents
6) no murder
7) no adultery
8) no stealing, 
9) no lying
10) no envy

The Mosaic Law was not the only set of commandments around at 
the time. You’ve heard of the Code of Hammurabi. There were 

others, but these are the only commands to survive the test of time, 
because they’re God’s laws. There is something about these rules 

that ring true in the heart of all men.
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You better make an Altar

In Exodus 20:22-26 the next set of commands after the big 10 deal 
with the construction of an altar.  An altar?  Yes a place for 
sacrifice...both to worship...and to deal with sin.

No sooner does God give Israel the commandments that He tells 
them how to built an altar. He knows they’ll break them, and have 
to offer a sacrifice for forgiveness.  

If God knew we’d break the Mosaic Law, and need another way to 
be right with Him - then why did He give the Law to Israel in the 
first place?

Here are four reasons:

First, the Law reveals our sin. Without a speed limit sign we’d 
never know we were driving too fast. Likewise, the Law reveals our 
lawlessness.

Second, The Law reveals God’s righteousness. It raises the bar 
beyond what any of us would expect of ourselves.

Third, The Law points out our need for a Savior. It teaches us 
there’s no way we can be good enough for God on our own. We 
need outside help.

Fourth, the Law outlines the Spirit-filled life. Jesus sums up the 
Law in 2 commands: love God with all you got, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. The Law shows us what love looks like. Thus, 
if you’re running roughshod over the Law, despite what you might 
say, you can’t possibly be walking in love.
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Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening 

"And his hands were steady until the going down of the sun." 
- Exodus 17:12

So mighty was the prayer of Moses, that all depended upon it. The 
petitions of Moses discomfited the enemy more than the fighting of 
Joshua. Yet both were needed. No, in the soul's conflict, force and 
fervour, decision and devotion, valour and vehemence, must join 
their forces, and all will be well. You must wrestle with your sin, 
but the major part of the wrestling must be done alone in private 
with God. Prayer, like Moses', holds up the token of the covenant 
before the Lord. The rod was the emblem of God's working with 
Moses, the symbol of God's government in Israel. Learn, O 
pleading saint, to hold up the promise and the oath of God before 
him. The Lord cannot deny his own declarations. Hold up the rod 
o f  p r o m i s e ,  a n d  h a v e  w h a t  y o u  w i l l . 

Moses grew weary, and then his friends assisted him. When at any 
time your prayer flags, let faith support one hand, and let holy hope 
uplift the other, and prayer seating itself upon the stone of Israel, 
the rock of our salvation, will persevere and prevail. Beware of 
faintness in devotion; if Moses felt it, who can escape? It is far 
easier to fight with sin in public, than to pray against it in private. It 
is remarked that Joshua never grew weary in the fighting, but 
Moses did grow weary in the praying; the more spiritual an 
exercise, the more difficult it is for flesh and blood to maintain it. 
Let us cry, then, for special strength, and may the Spirit of God, 
who helpeth our infirmities, as he allowed help to Moses, enable us 
like him to continue with our hands steady "until the going down of 
the sun;" till the evening of life is over; till we shall come to the 
rising of a better sun in the land where prayer is swallowed up in 
praise. 
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"If thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it." 
- Exodus 20:25

God's altar was to be built of unhewn stones, that no trace of human 
skill or labour might be seen upon it. Human wisdom delights to 
trim and arrange the doctrines of the cross into a system more 
artificial and more congenial with the depraved tastes of fallen 
nature; instead, however, of improving the gospel carnal wisdom 
pollutes it, until it becomes another gospel, and not the truth of God 
at all. All alterations and amendments of the Lord's own Word are 
defilements and pollutions. The proud heart of man is very anxious 
to have a hand in the justification of the soul before God; 
preparations for Christ are dreamed of, humblings and repentings 
are trusted in, good works are cried up, natural ability is much 
vaunted, and by all means the attempt is made to lift up human 
tools upon the divine altar. It were well if sinners would remember 
that so far from perfecting the Saviour's work, their carnal 
confidences only pollute and dishonour it. The Lord alone must be 
exalted in the work of atonement, and not a single mark of man's 
chisel or hammer will be endured. There is an inherent blasphemy 
in seeking to add to what Christ Jesus in His dying moments 
declared to be finished, or to improve that in which the Lord 
Jehovah finds perfect satisfaction. Trembling sinner, away with thy 
tools, and fall upon thy knees in humble supplication; and accept 
the Lord Jesus to be the altar of thine atonement, and rest in him 
alone. 

Many professors may take warning from this morning's text as to 
the doctrines which they believe. There is among Christians far too 
much inclination to square and reconcile the truths of revelation; 
this is a form of irreverence and unbelief, let us strive against it, and 
receive truth as we find it; rejoicing that the doctrines of the Word 
are unhewn stones, and so are all the more fit to build an altar for 
the Lord. 
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The War of Truth

Delivered on Sabbath Morning, January 11, 1857, by the
C. H. Spurgeon at the Music Hall, Royal Surrey Gardens.

"And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men and go out, fight 
with Amalek; to-morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the 
rod of God in mine hand."—Exodus 17:9.

THE CHILDREN of Israel were led out of Egypt with a strong 
hand and an out-stretched arm. They were conducted into the vast 
howling wilderness, where there were few, if any, permanent 
abodes of men. For some time they pursued their march in solitude, 
discovering wells and other traces of a nomadic population, but not 
meeting with any to disturb their loneliness. But it appears that 
then, as now, there were wandering tribes who, like the Bedouin 
Arabs, wandered to and fro through that very country which the 
people of Israel were now treading with their feet. These people, 
excited by the hope of spoil, fell suddenly upon the rear of the 
children of Israel, smote the hindmost of them in a most cowardly 
manner, took their spoil, and then swiftly decamped. Gathering 
strength and courage from this successful foray, they then dared to 
attack the whole host of Israel, which at that time must have 
amounted to two or three millions of souls, who had been brought 
out of Egypt and fed by miracle in the wilderness. This time Israel 
was not to be surprised; for Moses had said unto Joshua—"Choose 
us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to-morrow I will stand 
on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand;" pleading 
with God, in order that every blow struck with the sword might be 
made doubly powerful by the mighty assistance of God. We are 
told that a great victory was achieved; the Amalekites were put to 
the rout, and because of their unprovoked attack upon the children 
of Israel, they were condemned to extermination; for we find it 
written thus:—"Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it 
in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven. And Moses built an altar, and called 
the name of it Jehovah-nissi. For he said, Because the Lord hath 
sworn that the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation."
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Now, beloved, this scene of warfare is not recorded in Scripture as 
in interesting circumstance to amuse the lover of history, but it is 
written for our edification; for we remember the text which says—
"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
profit." There is some profit to be derived from this—and we 
believe a peculiar profit, too, since God was pleased to make this 
the first writing commanded by Divine authority as a record for 
generations to come. We think that the journeys of the children of 
Israel furnish us with many emblems of the journey of God's church 
through the world; and we believe, that this fight with Amalek is a 
metaphor and an emblem of that constant and daily fight which all 
God's people must carry on with sins without and sins within. This 
morning I shall more particularly confine myself to sin without; I 
shall speak of the great battle which at the present moment is being 
waged for God and for his truth, against the enemies of the Cross of 
Christ. I shall endeavour, first, to make a few remarks upon the war 
itself, then to review the authorised method of warfare, which is 
twofold—hard blows and hard prayers, and then I shall finish by 
stirring up God's church to great and earnest diligence in the 
warfare for God and for his truth.

I. First, then, we shall make some remarks upon THE GREAT 
WARFARE which we think is typified by the content between the 
children of Israel and Amalek.

First of all, note that this crusade, this sacred, holy war of which I 
speak, is not with men, but with Satan and with error. "We wrestle 
not with flesh and blood." Christian men are not at war with any 
man that walks the earth. We are at war with infidelity, but the 
persons of infidels we love and pray for; we are at warfare with any 
heresy, but we have no enmity against heretics; we are opposed to, 
and cry war to the knife with everything that opposes God and his 
truth: but towards every man we would still endeavour to carry out 
the holy maxim, "Love your enemies, do good to them that hate 
you." The Christian soldier hath no gun and no sword, for he 
fighteth not with men. It is with "spiritual wickedness in high 
places" that he fights, and with other principalities and powers than 
with those that sit on thrones and hold sceptres in their hands. I 
have marked, however, that some Christian men—and it is a feeling 
to which all of us are prone—are very apt to make Christ's war a 
war of flesh and blood, instead of a war with wrong and spiritual 
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wickedness. Have you never noticed in religious controversies how 
men will fall foul of each other, and make personal remarks and 
abuse each other? What is that but forgetting what Christ's war is? 
We are not fighting against men; we are fighting for men rather 
than against them. We are fighting for God and his truth against 
error and against sin; but not against men. Woe, woe, to the 
Christian who forgets this sacred canon of warfare. Touch not the 
persons of men, but smite their sin with a stout heart and with 
strong arm. Slay both the little ones and the great; let nothing be 
spared that is against God and his truth; but we have no war with 
the persons of poor mistaken men. Rome we hate even as we abhor 
hell, yet for her votaries we ever pray. Idolatry and infidelity we 
fiercely denounce, but the men who debase themselves by either of 
them are the objects not of wrath, but pity. We fight not against the 
men, but against the things which we consider in God's sight to be 
wrong. Let us always make that distinction, otherwise the conflict 
with Christ's church will be degraded into a mere battle of brute 
force and garments rolled in blood; and so the world will again be 
an Aceldama—a field of blood. It is this mistake which has nailed 
martyrs to the stake and cast confessors into prison, because their 
opponents could not distinguish between the imaginary error and 
the man. While they spoke stoutly against the seeming error; in 
their ignorant bigotry they felt that they must also persecute the 
man, which they need not and ought not to have done. I will never 
be afraid to speak out my mind with all the Saxon words I can get 
together, and I am not afraid of saying hard things against the devil, 
and against what the devil teaches; but with every man in the wide 
world I am friends, nor is there one living with whom I am at 
enmity for a moment any more than with the babe that has just been 
brought into the world. We must hate error, we must abhor 
falsehood; but we must not hate men, for God's warfare is against 
sin. May God help us always to make that distinction.

But now let us observe that the warfare which the Christian carries 
on, may be said for his encouragement, to be a most righteous 
warfare. In every other conflict in which men have engaged, there 
have been two opinions, some have said the war was right, and 
some have said it was wrong; but in regard to the sacred war in 
which all believers have been engaged, there has been only one 
opinion among right-minded men. When the ancient priest stirred 
up the Crusaders to the fight, he made them shout Deus vult—God 
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wills it. And we may far more truly say the same. A war against 
falsehood, a war against sin, is God's war; it is a war which 
commends itself to every Christian man, seeing he is quite certain 
that he has the seal of God's approval when he goes to wage war 
against God's enemies. Beloved, we have no doubt whatever, when 
we lift up our voices like a trumpet against sin, that our warfare is 
justified by the eternal laws of justice. Would to God that every war 
had so just and true an excuse as the war which God wages with 
Amalek—with sin in the world!

Let us recollect again, that it is a war of the greatest importance. In 
other wars it is sometimes said—"Britons! fight for your hearths 
and your homes, for your wives and for your children—fight and 
repel the foe!" But in this war it is not merely for our hearths and 
for our homes, for our wives and for our children, but it is for 
something more than this. It is not against them that kill the body, 
and after that have no more that they can do; but it is a fight for 
souls, for eternity, against those who would plunge man into eternal 
perdition, a fight for God, for the deliverance of men's souls from 
wrath to come. It is a war which ought, indeed, to be commenced, 
to be followed up, and carried out in spirit, by the whole army of 
God's elect, seeing that no war can be more important. The 
instrumental salvation of men is above all things the highest object 
to which we can attain, and the routing of the foes of truth is a 
victory beyond all things to be desired. Religion must be the 
foundation of every blessing which society can hope to enjoy. Little 
as men think it, religion has much to do with our liberty, our 
happiness, and our comfort. England would not have been what it 
now is, if it had not been for her religion; and in that hour when she 
shall forsake her God, her glory shall have fallen, and "Ichabod" 
shall be written upon her banners.

In that day when the Gospel shall be silenced, when our ministers 
shall cease to preach; when the Bible shall be chained; in that day—
God forbid it should ever come to pass—in that day, England may 
write herself among the dead, for she hath fallen, since God hath 
forsaken her, seeing she hath cast off her allegiance to him. 
Christian men, in this fight for right, ye are fighting for your nation, 
for your liberties, your happiness and your peace; for unless 
religion, the religion of heaven be maintained, these will most 
certainly be destroyed.
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Let us reflect, in the next place, that we are fighting with insidious 
and very powerful foes, in this great warfare for God and Christ. 
Let me again make the remark, that whilst speaking of certain 
characters, I am not speaking of the men, but of their errors. At this 
time we have peculiar difficulties in the great content for truth—
peculiar, because very few appreciate them. We have enemies of all 
classes, and all of them far wider awake than we are. The infidel 
hath his eyes wide open, he is spreading his doctrines everywhere; 
and while we think—good easy men—that full surely our greatness 
is ripening, that frost is nipping many of our fair shoots, and unless 
we awaken, God help us! In almost every place infidelity seems to 
have a great away; not the bold bragging infidelity of Tom Payne, 
but a more polite and moderate infidelity; not that which slayeth 
religion with a bludgeon, but that which seeks to poison it with a 
small dose of poison, and goeth its way, and saith still it hath not 
hurt public morals. Everywhere this is increasing; I fear that the 
great mass of our population are imbued with an infidel spirit. Then 
we have more to fear than some of us suppose from Rome; not 
from Rome openly; from that we have little to fear; God hath given 
to the people of England such a bold Protestant spirit, that any open 
innovation from the Pope of Rome would be instantly repelled; but 
I mean the Romanism that has crept into the Church of England 
under the name of Puseyism. Everywhere that has increased; they 
are beginning to light candles on the altar, which is only a prelude 
to those greater lights with which they would consume our 
Protestantism. Oh! that there were men who would unmask them! 
We have much to fear from them; but I would not care one whit for 
that if it were not for something which is even worse. We have to 
deal with a spirit, I know not how to denominate it, unless I call it a 
spirit of moderatism in the pulpits of protestant churches. Men have 
begun to rub off the rough edges of truth, to give up the doctrines of 
Luther and Zwingle, and Calvin, and to endeavour to accommodate 
them to polished tastes. You might go into a Roman Catholic 
chapel now-a-days, and hear as good a sermon from a Popish priest 
as you hear in many cases from a Protestant minister, because he 
does not touch disputed points, or bring out the angular parts of our 
Protestant religion. Mark, too, in the great majority of our books 
what a dislike there is to sound doctrine! the writers seem to fancy 
that truth is of no more value than error; that as for the doctrines we 
preach, it cannot matter what they are; still holding that

"He can't be wrong whose life is in the right."
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There is creeping into the pulpits of Baptists and every other 
denomination, a lethargy and coldness, and with that a sort of 
nullification of all truth. While they for the most part preach but 
little notable error, yet the truth itself is uttered in so minute a form 
that no one detects it, and in so ambiguous a style, that no one is 
struck with it. So far as man can do it, God's arrows are blunted, 
and the edge of his sword is turned in the day of battle. Men do not 
hear the truth as they used to. The velvet mouth is succeeding to the 
velvet cushion, and the organ is the only thing in the building which 
giveth forth a certain sound. From all such things, "good Lord 
deliver us!" May heaven put an end to all this moderatism; we want 
out-and-out truth in these perilous days; we want a man just now to 
speak as God tells him, and care for nobody. Oh! if we had some of 
the old Scotch preachers! Those Scotch preachers made kings 
tremble; they were no men's servants; they were very lords, 
wherever they went, because each of them said, "God has given me 
a message; my brow is like adamant against men; I will speak what 
God bids me." Like Micah, they said, "As the Lord my God liveth, 
whatsoever my God saith unto me, that will I speak." Heroes of the 
truth, soldiers of Christ awake! Even now there are enemies. Think 
not that the fight is over; the great warfare of truth waxes more hot 
and fierce than ever. Oh! soldiers of Christ! take your swords from 
your scabbards! stand up for God and for his truth again, lest a free 
grace gospel should be forgotten.

Let me just say, once more, concerning this war, that it is one that is 
to be of perpetual duration. Let us recollect, my beloved, that this 
war between right and wrong must be continued, and never must 
cease until truth has the victory. If you suppose that our forefathers 
did enough for truth and for God, and that you may be idle, you 
have made a great mistake. Until that day when the might with the 
right, and the right with the might shall be, we must never sheathe 
our swords; until that happy hour when Christ shall reign, when he 
shall be Master of all lands, when "swords shall be beaten into 
ploughshares, and spears into pruning hooks," and men shall not 
learn way any more; until that day the conflict is to be kept up. Let 
no man think we are in such a position that we have no need for 
watchfulness: terrible as the war has been before, it is as terrible 
now, though in another manner. We have not now to resist unto 
blood, striving against sin, but we have need of as stern a power of 
resistance as ever was possessed by martyrs and confessors in days 
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gone by. Brethren, we must awake; the army must be aroused, the 
soldiers of the Lord must be quickened to a consciousness of their 
position. Now, now, we blow the trumpet; rush to the fight ye 
slumbering soldiers! Up, up, up! Let your banners wave, and let 
your swords be taken from your scabbards; it is a day of fight—a 
day of war and contention.

I cannot, however, conclude this section of my discourse without 
remarking that it is not merely error in religion with which we have 
to fight, but error in practice. Oh! beloved this world is a wicked 
world still, and London is an abominable city still. We have a fine 
gloss everywhere—a fair exterior, but, alas, within the hidden parts 
sin is still dominant. This is the great city of pretence, the gaudy 
house of sham, the foul home of pollution. Our streets are lined 
with fair houses; but what have we behind them? what have we 
there, in the very vitals of our city? This city is a colossal culprit, it 
is a behemoth sinner, and everywhere there are those who live in 
the vilest of vices, and yet go unchecked and unreproved, for it is 
unfashionable to tell men of their sins and there are few who have 
the spirit to speak out plainly of men's sins. When we consider the 
mass of female profligacy which numbers it votaries by tens of 
thousands, are we not driven to conclude that the same sin must be 
rife enough with men. And ah! that there should be need to utter it. 
Are not the men who ensnare and seduce the poor unfortunates, 
allowed to enter society as respectable and moral. What is this but 
abominable hypocrisy. We are greater sinners in London than many 
suppose. Everything is painted over. But think not that you can 
deceive God in this way? Sin is stalking through the land at a horrid 
pace; iniquity still runs down our streets, covered up, it is true, not 
open sin, but still offensive alike to God and to good men. Oh! my 
brethren, the world is not good yet; it is filmed over, but all the 
while the loathsome disease lurks within. Up, again, I say, soldiers 
of Christ; the war against sin is not finished, it is scarce begun.

II. But now, secondly, we have to notice, briefly the APPOINTED 
MEANS OF WARFARE. When Amalek came out against Israel, 
God appointed two means of combating them. If he had chosen, he 
could have sent a wind and driven them away, or have cut off their 
hosts by the blast of the pestilence; but it did not so please him; for 
he would put honor upon human effort, and, therefore, he said to 
Joshua, "Choose out your men, and go fight with Amalek." It is true 
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Joshua might, by God's strength, have overcome the foe; but says 
God, "While I honor human effort, I will still make men see that 
God doeth all. Moses! go up to yonder hill; stand there in prayer, 
hold up thy rod, and whilst the soldiers of Joshua rush into the 
fight, Moses shall plead, and you shall be unitedly successful. Your 
prayer, O Moses, without the sword of Joshua, shall not prosper; 
and the sword of Joshua, without the rod of Moses, shall not be 
effectual." The two ways of fighting sin are these—hard blows and 
hard prayers.

First, the church must employ hard blows and hard fighting against 
sin. It is of no use for you to shut yourselves up in your houses, and 
pray to God to stay sin, unless you go and do something yourselves. 
If you pray away till you are dumb, you shall never have a blessing 
unless you exert yourselves. Let the farmer pray for a harvest; will 
he ever have it, unless he ploughs the field and then sows his seed? 
Let the warrior pray for victory, and let his soldiers stand peacefully 
to be shot at, will he gain a triumph? No, there must be an active 
exercise of the power given by God, or else prayer without it will 
be of no avail. Let us, then, brethren and sisters, each in our 
spheres, deal hard blows at the enemy. This is a fight in which all 
can do something who are the Lord's people. Those who halt upon 
there crutches can use them for weapons of war, as well as the 
mighty men can wield their swords! We have each an allotted work 
to do, if we are the Lord's elect; let us take care that we do it. You 
are a tract distributor; go on with your work, do it earnestly. You 
are a Sunday-school teacher; go on, do not stay in that blessed 
work, do it as unto God, and not as unto man. You are a preacher; 
preach as God giveth you ability, remembering that he requireth of 
no man more than he hath given to him; therefore, be not 
discouraged if you have little success, still go on. Are you like 
Zebulon, one that can handle the pen? Handle it wisely; and you 
shall smite through the loins of kings therewith. And if you can do 
but little, at least furnish the shot for others, that so you may help 
them in their works of faith and their labours of love. But let us all 
do something for Christ. I will never believe there is a Christian in 
the world who cannot do something. There is not a spider hanging 
on the king's wall but hath its errand; there is not a nettle that 
groweth in the corner of the churchyard but hath its purpose; there 
is not a single insect fluttering in the breeze but accomplisheth 
some divine decree; and I will never have it that God created any 
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man, especially any Christian man, to be a blank, and to be a 
nothing. He made you for an end. Find out what that end is; find 
our your niche, and fill it. If it be ever so little, if it is only to be a 
hewer of wood and drawer of water, do something in this great 
battle for God and truth. Joshua must go out and take his men. I 
think I see him; he appears to have been a man of war from his 
youth; but what a motley host he had to choose from! Why, they 
were a set of slaves; they had never seen a sword in their lives, 
except in the hands of the Egyptians; they were poor, miserable 
creatures; they were cowards when they saw their old enemies at 
the Red Sea, and now their weapons were those which were washed 
up from the Red Sea, and their regimentals were of all descriptions 
upon earth. Joshua, however, chooses out the strongest of them, and 
says, "Come with me." It was indeed, as one called it, a "ragged 
regiment" with which he went to fight: and yet the ragged regiment 
was the victorious one. Joshua won the day against the Amalekites, 
who had been trained to a predatory life. So, ye children of God, ye 
may know little of the tactics of warfare, your enemies may 
overthrow you in arguments, and annihilate you in logic; but, if you 
are God's children, they that are with you are more than a match for 
your foes; you shall live to see them yet dead upon the field; only 
fight on with faith in God, and you shall be victorious.

But this is not all. Joshua might have fought; but he would have 
been routed, had it not been for Moses on the brow of the hill. They 
were both necessary. Do you not see the battle! It is not on a very 
large scale, but it is still worthy of your earnest attention. There is 
Amalek, rushing to the war with discordant cries; see, Israel is 
repulsing them, and Amalek flees! But what is it that I notice? Now 
Israel turns back and flees; now again they rally and Amalek is put 
to the flight! Lo! they are cut to pieces by the sword of Joshua, and 
mighty Amalek wavers like the corn beneath the mower's scythe. 
The crowd of Amalek are dropping. But again! again the battle 
wavers; Joshua flees; but once again he rallies his troops! And have 
you not observed the wonderous phenomenon? There, on the brow 
of the hill stands Moses. You will notice that when his hands were 
outstretched, Israel routed Amalek; but the moment when from 
weariness he dropped his hands, then Amalek had a temporary 
victory; and when again he held up his rod, Israel routed the foe. 
Each time the hand of prayer fell down, victory wavered between 
the combatants. Do you see the venerable intercessor? Moses, being 



37

an aged man, becomes weary from standing so many hours, they 
seat him upon a stone; still, arms are not iron, and the hands are 
drooping; but see! his eyes are flashing fire, and his hands are lifted 
up to heaven; tears are beginning to flow down his cheeks and his 
ejaculatory prayers are going to heaven like so many darts, which 
shall find their target in the ear of God. Do you see him, He is the 
hinge of victory; as he falters Amalek prevails; and as he is strong 
the chosen people gain the victory. See! Aaron is holding his hand 
for a moment; and anon Hur is supporting it, and the good old man 
changes his hands, for the battle lasts all day long, and in the hot 
sun it is wearisome work to hold them in one position. But see how 
manfully he holds them; stiff, as though they were cut out of stone; 
weary and worn, still his hands are out-stretched, as if he were a 
statue, and his friends assist his zeal. And see now, the ranks of 
Amalek are broken like thin clouds before a Biscay gale. They fly! 
they fly! Still his hands are motionless; still they fight; still the 
Amalekites fly; still Joshua prevails, until at last all the foes lie 
dead on the plain, and Joshua returns with the shout of joy.

Now this teaches that there must be prayer as well as effort. 
Minister! preach on; you shall have no success unless you pray. If 
you do not know how to wrestle with God on your knees, you will 
find it hard work to wrestle with men on your feet in the pulpit. 
You may make efforts to do so, but you shall not be successful, 
unless you back up your efforts with prayer. You are not so likely 
to fail in your efforts as in your prayers. We never read that 
Joshua's hand was weary with wielding the sword, but Moses' hand 
was weary with holding the rod. The more spiritual the duty, the 
more apt we are to tire of it. We could stand and preach all day, but 
we could not be in our closets all day one-half so easily. To spend a 
night with God in prayer would be far more difficult than to spend a 
night with men in preaching. Oh! take care, take care, church of 
Christ, that thou dost not cease thy prayers! Above all, I speak to 
my own much loved church, my own people. You have loved me, 
and I have loved you, and God has given us great success, and 
blessed us. But, mark, I trace all of it to your prayers. You have 
assembled together in multitudes, perfectly unparalleled, to pray for 
me on each Monday evening, and I know I am mentioned at your 
family altars, as one who is very dear to your hearts; but I am afraid 
lest you should cease your prayers. Let the world say, "Down with 
him;" I will stand against them all, if you will pray for me; but if 
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you cease your prayers it is all up with me and all over with you. 
Your prayers make us mighty; the praying legion is the thundering 
legion. If I might compare myself to a military commander, I 
should say, that when I see my men rise to pray in such large 
numbers, I feel like Napoleon, when he sent out his old guards. The 
battle had wavered; "There," said he, "they go; now the victory is 
sure." Or, like our own guards, the black caps, who, wherever they 
went carried victory with them. The praying legion is a thundering 
legion everywhere. Men can stand against anything but prayer. We 
would pray the very gates of hell off their hinges, if we could pray 
as some men have done. Oh! that we had might in prayer. Do not, I 
beseech you, I entreat you, do not cease to pray; cease what you 
please, but do not give up that; down on your knees, wrestle with 
God, and verily the Lord our God will bless us, "and all the ends of 
the earth shall fear him."

III. And now I am to close up with just a few remarks, in the third 
place, TO STIR YOU UP TO THE WARFARE. Remember, O 
children of God, that there are many things that should make you 
valiant for God and for his truth. The first thing I will bring to your 
remembrance is the fact, that this warfare in which you are engaged 
is an hereditary warfare; it is not one which you began, but it is one 
which has been handed to you from the moment when the blood of 
Abel cried aloud for vengeance. Each martyr that has died has 
passed the blood-red flag to the next, and he in his turn has passed 
it on to another. Every confessor who has been nailed to the stake to 
burn, has lit his candle, and handed it to another, and said, "Take 
care of that!" And now here is the old "sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon." Remember what hands have handled the hilt; remember 
what arms have wielded it; remember how often it has "pierced to 
the dividing asunder of the joints and marrow." Will you disgrace 
it. Will you disgrace it? There is the great banner: it has waved in 
many a breeze; long ere the flag of this our land was made, this flag 
of Christ was born aloft, Will you stain it? Will you stain it? Will 
you not hand it to your children, still unsullied, and say, "Go on, go 
on; we leave you the heritage of war; go on, go on, and conquer. 
What your fathers did, do you again; still keep up the war, till time 
shall end." I love my Bible because it is a Bible baptized with 
blood; I love it all the better, because it has the blood of Tyndal on 
it; I love it, because it has on it the blood of John Bradford, and 
Rowland Taylor, and Hooper; I love it, because it is stained with 
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blood. I sometimes think I like the baptismal pool because that has 
been stained with blood, and is now upon the continent, forbidden 
by law. I love it, because I see in it the blood of men and of women 
who had been martyred, because they loved the truth. Will you not, 
then, stand by the banner of truth, after such an illustrious pedigree 
of warriors have held it in their hands?

I would that I could have addressed you as I desired, but my voice 
fails me; I cannot, therefore, urge you, except by one consideration, 
and that is, the prospect of ultimate victory. It is certain that ere 
long we shall triumph; therefore let us not give up the fight. I have 
been much gratified of late to hear that there is a revival in the 
ranks of Christ's church; here and there I hear of great evangelists 
who are starting up. Some have said to me, when they have 
mentioned their names, "What say you to them?" My answer is, 
"Would God that all the Lord's servants were prophets!" Oh! that 
God might send thousands and thousands of men, who would 
gather multitudes together to hear his word. I would that the day 
were come, when every church and every chapel in England were 
as full of souls as this, and as large as this. I do think the churches 
are reviving; but if they are not, still victory is certain—God will 
still get the victory; Jehovah will triumph. Satan may dream he will, 
but he will not. Therefore, men and brethren, on to victory; let the 
crown that is before you, nerve you to the fight; to victory; to 
victory; and on, on, on! for God is with you. Remember the great 
intercessor; Christ is on the hill, and whilst you are in the valley he 
pleads, and must prevail, therefore, go on, and conquer, for Christ's 
sake!

I can no longer address you, but must finish up by repeating the 
words with which I always like to conclude my sermons: "He that 
believeth on the Lord Jesus and is baptized shall be saved, and he 
that believeth not shall be damned!" Oh! that ye would believe in 
Christ; oh! that God would give you faith to put your trust in him; 
this is the only way of salvation. "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and 
thou shalt be saved." 
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