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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of 
God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to 

 understand the reading. 
(Nehemiah 8:8) 

Sowing the Word  

June 17th, 2009 
Exodus 1-2 

 But the more 
they  afflicted 
them... 

“...they set taskmasters over them to             
     afflict them with their burdens.  

the more they 
multiplied and 
grew.” Exodus 1:11, 12 
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OutlineOutline  
TTheme: God saves His people that they might be His and know His 
presence with them 
 
I. Salvation: The Lord Delivers His People—1–18 
   “I am the Lord; I will bring you out … I will rescue you … I will redeem you.” (Ex 6:6) 

1. Israel’s Bondage (1) 
2. The Lord calls a leader (2-4) 
3. The Lord’s confronts Pharaoh (5-7) 
4. The Lord Plagues Egypt [9 plagues] (7-10) 
5. The Lord’s Passover deliverance (11-12) 
6. The Lord’s Red Sea rescue (13-15) 
7. The Lord Provides for His people (16-18) 

II. Covenant: The Lord Claims His People—19–24 
  “I will take you as My people” (Ex 6:7) 

1. Preparation for Revelation (19) 
2. The Ten Commandments (20) 
3. Laws governing living (21-23) 
4. The Covenant Ratified – blood & God’s glory (24) 

III. Worship: The Lord Dwells with His People—25–40 
   “I will be your God. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” (Ex 6:7) 

1. Instructions about the Tabernacle—(25-27) 
2. The Priesthood (28-29) 
3. More instructions for the Tabernacle (30-31) 
4. The Golden Calf idolatry (32) 
5. Moses intercession and intervention (33-34) 
6. Construction of the tabernacle (35–39) 
7. God’s glory enters the tabernacle (40) 
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Notes for BookletNotes for Booklet  
Chapter 1 Highlights and Helps by Pastor Jim 
 

 
The children of Israel Grew  
• fruitful and increased abundantly 
• multiplied 
• grew exceedingly mighty 
• land was filled with them 
This was again part of the reason for sending them into Egypt – kind of an 
incubation chamber to build a nation.  They came in as 70 people and 
left  with over 600,000 soldiers.  Doing the math on this, it is likely that they 
left with about 2-3 million people. 
 

The children of Israel were Persecuted  
The more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew.  Trials 
and troubles have never bad for the children of God – it is how we 
grow.  Yet, if we had our own way, we would probably exempt ourselves 
from trials.  Yet we need them.  God calls us in James 1 to count it joy 
when we are in trials – knowing we are growing.  Further, as we think of 
the church as a whole – history proves out that persecution always helps 
the church 
 

The children of Israel were in Bondage  
And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage— in mortar, in brick, 
and in all manner of service in the field. All their service in which they made 
them serve was with rigor. (Ex 1:14) 
In one way, in the picture of this all – this is a picture of what sin 
does.   There is a sense that one of the things we need to see, remember 
and hold on to is what it was like to live in the world (before being 
saved).   Egypt is a type of the world.   The truth is, in the world it is a bitter 
bondage.  
 

Sowing and reaping 
God is a debtor to no one 
(1 Sam 2:30)  "" . . for those who honor Me I will honor." 
The midwives honor God and His value of life…and God honors them. 
Pharaoh tries to drown Israel’s “future armies” in the sea…and it is his own 
army that will drown in the Red Sea.  
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Chapter 2 Highlights and Helps by Pastor Jim 
 
Moses’ Birth 
• Ex 6:20 - parents are Amram and Jochebed 
• When Moses was born- Miriam - 15 - Aaron - 3 
• Why did Amram and Jochebed preserve Moses? Faith!  
• (Heb 11:23)  "By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three 

months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and 
they were not afraid of the king's command." 

• They valued Moses as “beautiful” or better – as good. They valued his 
life, they agreed with the value God places on each and every life. 

• They were not controlled by fear. 
 

Providence  
This chapter is full of “divine coincidences”. God working supernaturally. 
Pharaoh’s daughter just happens to be bathing down at the river 
• Moses’ sister is there to see this 
• Baby Moses happens to cry at just the right time 
 

Moses first 40 years (verses 1-10) 
Moses lives to be 120 years old.  His life interesting breaks up into three 
sections of 40 years each.   His first forty years we see God providentially 
preparing Moses for work. He is in training, but he does not know it 
"And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in words and deeds." (Acts 7:22)   
 

Moses second 40 years (v.11-22) 
This began with a choice. 
By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the 
reward. (Heb 11:24-26) 
• Moses refused the privileges and power that was his in Egypt.  It is 

interesting to ponder that he had at this time what most think would 
make life wonderful.  Yet, he saw it differently. 

• Moses choose a different road, one that would willing embrace 
suffering.  It was a choice to be a child of God, to be with the children of 
God.  

• Moses esteemed – Moses made this choice, the right choice, because 
he looked past the passing pleasures of the moment to the end of the 
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course.  He saw where each road would have taken him…and he 
chose to be with the people of God, because that road led to true 
reward.   

 
Moses was called to deliver Israel 
In Acts 7:17-25, we discover that at this stage of Moses life, he already 
has an understanding that God would have him to deliver Israel.  The 
problem is that neither they nor he is ready for this.  He sets out to 
deliver them in his own strength and quickly learns how inadequate that 
is.   
 

Moses enters the desert  - a time of training from God  
God is not in the hurry that I am, He is so patient and willing to take the 
time to build character that is needed.   As we look at these forty years in 
the desert, we see that such times of training often occur in the people 
God uses.  Joseph, David, Paul and more.  It is interesting to ponder the 
lessons that Moses learned in these forty years.  Humility, meekness 
and more.   
“more here. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Exodus 1 

 

The nation growing. God promised that the descendants of Abraham 
would multiply greatly, and they did (Gen. 13:16; 15:5). God keeps His 
word and accomplishes His purposes in His time. Over the centuries, 
nations have tried to destroy Israel but have not succeeded. God gave 
Israel a special promise in Genesis 12:3, and He is keeping it. God’s 
children today should pray for Israel (Ps. 122:6), share the gospel with 
them (Rom. 1:16), and minister to them in practical ways (Rom. 15:25–27). 

The nation groaning. God told Abraham that his people would 
experience suffering (Gen. 15:13–14). It is easy for nations and local 
churches to forget the heroes of yesterday (Heb. 13:7–8). Although we 
must not “embalm” the past, we certainly must not forget those who helped 
to make our future possible. 

The new Pharaoh was more concerned about national security than 
human decency. When people become a means to an end instead of an 
end in themselves, we are not treating them as God wants us to. Enslaving 
the men and killing the baby boys were Egypt’s solution to “the Jewish 
problem.” 

The midwives believed in obeying God rather than men (Acts 5:29). 
Thank God for concerned people who will courageously defend the little 
ones! God rewarded the women, not by making them sterile (which would 
have been safer), but by giving them families! This shows how valuable 
children are in the sight of God (Ps. 127:3–5). Ponder the words of our 
Lord in Matthew 18:1–6. 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Ex 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Exodus 2 

 
Moses’ parents, Amram and Jochebed (Exod. 6:20), knew that the 

times were difficult, but they had faith to get married and have a family 
(Acts 7:20; Heb. 11:23). Aaron and Miriam were already in the home when 
Moses was born. It was not easy to provide for another child, but God 
enabled them, as He still does parents today. 

It also took faith for the parents to put their son into the river, obeying 
at least the spirit of the Egyptian law. God rewarded their faith. Jochebed 
not only got her son back, but she was paid to take care of him! 

Moses had a splendid education (Acts 7:22), but he was lacking in 
faith. He fought the wrong enemy at the wrong time with the wrong 
weapon. When you start to look around and ask yourself “Is it safe?” and 
not “Is it right?” you have stopped living by faith. Sometimes God has to 
“set us aside” to teach us what we need to know—and to help us forget the 
way the world does things. Moses’ impulsive deed sent him to the back of 
the desert for forty years, just as his impulsive words would keep him out of 
the Promised Land (Num. 20:9–13). An impatient spirit is a dangerous 
thing. 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Ex 2:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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“The more they afflicted them,  

the more they multiplied.” 
Exodus 1:12 

By: F B Meyer  
Taken From: Our Daily Homily 

 
It was a very unequal struggle on which Pharaoh had entered; for he 

opposed not the Hebrews, but Jehovah. It is thus that the great ones of 
this world have ever spoken and acted. “Let us build a tower;” “Let us 
break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.” “Against 
thy holy child Jesus, both Herod and Pontius Pilate were gathered 
together.” In every case, He that sits in the heavens has laughed at the 
boast of human pride. His cause and his people’s are one. Yet times of 
affliction have always been on times of multiplication. 

In the history of the Church. — When has she made her greatest 
number of adherents? When her pulpits have been filled with eloquent 
preachers, and her aisles crowded with fashion and wealth? No; but 
when she has been driven to the dens and caves of the earth, and her 
sons have been proscribed outcasts. The real triumphs of the early 
Church were in the first centuries of opprobrium and persecution; her 
decline began when Constantine made Christianity the religion of the 
State. 

In the history of each earnest soul. — It is rarely the case that we 
make much spiritual headway when winds and currents favor us. We do 
best when all is against us. We grow quickest in the dark. In times of 
persecution we realize the security, and comfort, and joy, which are in 
Christ Jesus our Lord; and as God goes the round of the world, it is in 
chambers of pain, sickness, and bereavement; that He beholds the 
multiplication of the choice graces of holy character and temper. The 
affliction, which is for the moment, is working out an exceeding weight of 
glory. 
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“He Smote the Egyptian.” (r.v.) 

Exodus 2:12 
By: F B Meyer  

Taken From: Our Daily Homily 
 

This was creature-strength, wrought on by creature-passion, and 
ending in creature-failure. Moses stood on an eminence, and reached 
down to these poor brethren of his with a passing spasm of pity. He was 
very careful to look this way and that, go as not to invalidate his own 
position at court. And fear for himself carried him swiftly from the scene of 
his people’s woes. It was a brief effort to do the Divine work of redemption 
in his own energy. Long years must pass, during which God would drain 
away drop by drop his strength, his resolution, and his very desire to be an 
emancipator; that when he had become nothing, God through him might 
effect his almighty will. 

We sometimes smite the Egyptian within. — We rise up against some 
tyrant passion, and strike two or three vigorous blows. Our efforts to rid 
ourselves of its thrall originate and are prosecuted in our own resolve. At 
first the conflict seems easily our own; finally the dead weight of all the 
Egyptians within is more than a match for us. 

We often smite the Egyptian without. — We make an assault on some 
giant evil — drink, gambling, impurity. It seems at first as though we should 
carry the position by our sudden and impetuous rush. But Egypt conquers 
in the end, and we flee. 

No: we need to learn for the inward and outward conflict the lesson 
that forty years in Midian taught Moses, that only the Spirit of God in man 
can overcome the spirit of the world. By disappointment and repeated 
failure, by the silence of the desert, we are taught that we are nothing — 
then God becomes our all in all: and all things become possible to us as 
we believe. 
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