
 1 

 

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of 
God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to 

 understand the reading. 
(Nehemiah 8:8) 

Sowing the Word  

March 11th-17th, 2010 
Numbers 13-14 

“The LORD is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by no 
means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children to the third and fourth 
generation.” Numbers 
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OutlineOutline  
 

I. Israel at Sinai: PREPARATION (1–10) 
A.  Counting -  a Census of the people (1) 
B.  Arranging - ordering campsites around the Tabernacle (2) 
C.  Assigning - Counting the Levites, their duties assigned (3–4) 
D.  Maintaining - Standards for purity (5) 
E.  Separating - Nazirites (6) 
F.  Supporting - Offerings for the Tabernacle from Israel’s leaders (7) 
G.  Inaugurating - Dedication of the Levites (8) 
H.  Guiding - Passover, Fiery cloud, silver trumpets (9:1–10) 
 

II.  Sinai to Kadesh:   FRUSTRATION (11–20:13) 
A. Complaining - Complaints and solutions (11) 
B. Criticizing - Miriam and Aaron criticize Moses (12) 
C. Rebelling - Rebellion at Kadesh-barnea (13–14) 

i. God gives hope - Additional laws for the Land (15) 
D. Striving - Rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (16) 

i. God’s Calling - Aaron’s staff buds (17) 
ii.  God’s Appointing - Duties of Levites (18) 
iii.God’s Cleansing - Purification by the ashes of a red heifer (19) 

E. Misrepresenting - Moses strikes the rock (20:1–13) 
 
III.  Kadesh to Moab: ANTICIPATION (20:14–36:13) 

A. Blocking - Edom denies passage to Israel (20:14–21) 
B. Replacing - Death of Aaron (20:22–29) 
C. Saving - Bronze serpent (21:1–9) 
D. Enabling - Israel defeats Sihon and Og (21:10–35) 
E. Protecting - Balak and Balaam (22–24) 
F. Disciplining - Israelites seduced by Moabites (25) 
G. Counting - Second census of the people (26) 
H. Discipling - Joshua to succeed Moses (27) 
I. Worshipping - Regulations for worship and vows (28–29) 
J. Committing - Regulations for vows (30) 
K. Empowering - Israel defeats the Midianites (31) 
L. Quenching - Settlement of Transjordan tribes (32) 
M. Remembering - Review of the wilderness journey (33) 
N.Expecting - Settlement of Canaan described (34–36)   
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Daily Bible Study  
Thursday, March 11th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 13 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 119:89-176 

T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 13? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter? 
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Daily Bible Study  
Friday, March 12th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 14 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 120-121 

F
R

ID
A

Y
 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 14? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Saturday, March 13th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 13 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 122-125 S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y

 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Sunday, March 14th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 14 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 126-128 

S
U

N
D

A
Y

 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Monday, March 15th,  2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 13 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 129-130 

M
O

N
D

A
Y

 

1. What are the great warnings in this chapter for us? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Tuesday, March 16th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 14 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 131-132 

T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
 

1. What are the great warnings in this chapter for us? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  



10  

 

Daily Bible Study  
Wednesday, March 17th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 13-14 

 W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
 

1. What has come together for you in these three chapters as you read this 
week? 

2. What questions do you have that remain? 
3. What is the main thing God is showing you in these chapters?  
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When You Cant Go Up 

 

Perhaps one of the key understandings for you in the book of Numbers is 
what takes place in chapter 14.   The children of Israel push God until He in 
a sense says “enough is enough”...and they are disqualified from entering 
into the promised land.  The spiritual picture you can gain here will be very 
helpful...and a very concerning if you see it correctly. 
First—lets get the big perspective.  The pattern in the books of the Bible are 
vivid pictures of our lives.  
We have all had a Genesis.  Genesis was the book of beginnings, the be-
ginning of life and yes, the beginning of sin.  So it was true for every single 
person reading this booklet.  You have had a physical beginning—you were 
born.  But you also had at that same moment—the beginning of sin in your 
life.  Many of us have had an Exodus.  Exodus was the book of salvation, 
the book of redemption. It powerful showed God rescuing His people out of 
Egypt—yet in so doing, also gave a vivid picture of how he would save His 
people from sin, from the world.  Exodus is a picture of the world.  The chil-
dren of Israel were brought out of Egypt through the final plague given—and 
they were protected by the blood of a lamb.  So today—it is through Je-
sus—the Lamb of God—that we are brought out of the world today. 
 
Picture it like this: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Genesis         ——Exodus———-       Leviticus-Deut.      ———Joshua—— 
Beginning     The Cross     Red Sea     Worship, Holiness  Jordan        Abundance 
Born        Salvation       Baptism      Order, Obedience   Surrender   Fullness 
 

So, if you are following me—all of us have had a Genesis, some of us have 
had an Exodus. 
If we have had an Exodus—if we are Christians in and through Jesus 
Christ—then we have been rescued from this world and the consequences 
coming upon it by the blood of the lamb.  If we are Christians—then we 
have in one sense crossed the Red Sea.  God tells us in 1 Corinthians 10—
that the Red Sea pictures Baptism for us—a crossing from one life into the 
next. 
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God is then teaching us Leviticus—God is guiding us as unholy people how 
to approach a Holy God.   God is at work in our lives drawing us to Him. 
God is seeking to build in us Numbers...or the first part of it—order, structure 
and more. 
God will be working in us Deuteronomy—which is summed up in one word—
Obedience. 
Yet before us—stands what God wants to take us into—pictured as the 
promised land—the land of milk and honey.  If you are following the analogy, 
know this—the promised land is not a picture of heaven—but a picture of 
entering into the life God really has for us.  Over the years, that promised 
land in the Christian life has been called a lot of things: the Spirit-filled life, 
the consecrated life, the exchanged life, the surrendered life, the full life and 
many more.   But if you are looking at the graphic—there is another river to 
cross.  The first river, the Red Sea pictured baptism from the world.  What 
does the Jordan picture?  I believe it pictures what Jesus called “the Baptism 
of the Spirit” (Acts 1) 
There is much more we could talk about in this picture...but here is the real 
key for you this week.  Here in Numbers 14—the children of Israel are re-
fused entrance into the promised land—they “cannot go up”.   God closes the 
door for them here...and there is nothing Moses or anyone can do to open it.  
I want you to consider that there is a profound spiritual picture, reality and 
warning in this.  I believe that much of the book of Hebrews in the New Tes-
tament is dealing with this reality—the danger of not entering His rest...not 
entering all God has for us. 
Does this mean that these who don’t enter the land are no longer God’s?  In 
New Testament terms—would we say that these are not Christians?  NO!  
That is what is key.  See, for the next 40 years—that generation is going to 
have God’s presence with them in the pillar of cloud and fire.  That genera-
tion is going to have God’s provision in the manna.  That generation is going 
to have God’s protection—even in caring for their clothes.  But here is the 
issue—they cannot go up into all that God has for them! 
There sin, their rebellion and their rejection of trusting in God finally closes 
the door for them...and they cannot go up to God’s promised land.  Even 
when they try to...God will not go with them. 
I challenge you to take a little time this week to ponder what this means for 
us today...and what it means for you today. 
What does entering God’s promised land look like for us today? 
What would it look like to rebel against God today, like these here in Num-
bers did? What are the lessons and even more the warnings that we need to 
heed from this?  What is God talking to you about from this? 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Numbers 13 

 

Seeing the opportunities (1–25). The people thought they should spy 
out the land before conquering it, and Moses let them do it (Deut. 1:19–
25). God had already told them what the Promised Land was like, so why 
did they have to investigate? Faith takes God at His word and needs no 
other evidence (Heb. 11:1). The spies discovered that the land was in-
deed all that God had promised it to be. 
Seeing the obstacles (26–33). Ten spies emphasized the obstacles in-
stead of the opportunities and concluded that Israel was too weak to con-
quer the enemy. They walked by sight and not by faith. The people of the 
land were giants, the city walls were high, and the men felt like grasshop-
pers! Unbelief blinds you to God’s greatness and magnifies your own 
weakness. 
Seeing the Lord (30). Caleb was a man of faith who didn’t worry about 
the size of the problem because he trusted a great God. The important 
question in life is not, “How big is the problem?” or “How big am I?” The 
major question is, “How big is my God?” The Lord saw the Canaanites as 
grasshoppers (Isa. 40:22), but the unbelieving spies were not looking at 
the situation from God’s point of view. When you walk by faith, the future 
is your friend, and every enemy is defeated. 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 13:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



14  

 

 
With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Numbers 14 

 

The report of the majority of the spies brought about a destructive chain 
reaction in the camp of Israel. 
Unbelief led to rebellion (1–10). The people wept, complained, looked 
back to Egypt, wanted a new leader, and even threatened to stone Caleb 
and Joshua. Such are the evidences of unbelief. Faith looks ahead with 
courage; unbelief looks back with complaint. Faith unites the people of 
God; unbelief looks for somebody to blame. There was still time to repent 
and seek God’s face, but the people refused to listen to Caleb and Joshua. 
Rebellion led to intercession (11–19). Moses once again stood between 
God’s people and God’s judgment and turned down God’s offer to make 
him the founder of a new nation (Exod. 32). Moses interceded for the peo-
ple on the basis of the character and glory of God. 
Intercession led to pardon (20–38). God pardoned the people, but at the 
same time He judged their sins (Gal. 6:7–8). The ten spies died in a 
plague, and the nation was consigned to forty years of wandering until the 
people who were twenty years old or older died. Faith brings life, but unbe-
lief brings defeat and death. 
Pardon led to presumption (39–45). The people had acted stubbornly 
like the mule, and now they acted impetuously like the horse (Ps. 32:9). 
God forgives us that we might fear Him (Ps. 130:4), not that we might 
tempt Him. The flesh can never accomplish what only faith can do. (See 
Deut. 1:41–44.) 

 

When You Are Outnumbered: Caleb and Joshua were a minority on the 
Search Committee and yet they did not give in, even when the nation 
turned against them and their lives were in danger. They had faith in 
God, they knew God’s will for the people, and they stood their ground. It 
is not important that we please others, but it is important that we please 
God. Like Caleb and Joshua, sometimes we must suffer because of the 
sins of others; but in the end, God will vindicate those who trust Him. 
(See Acts 20:24; 1 Cor. 15:58.) 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 14:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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“We were in our own sight as grasshoppers,  
and so we were in their sight” 

Numbers 13:33 
Written by: F B Meyer 

Taken from: Our Daily Homily 
 
There is a good deal of talk in this chapter about giants and fenced cities. 
But the way of speaking about them was very different on the part of the 
ten, and on that of the two. The ten said: 
“The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites 
dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan.”  (Numbers 13:29) 
But the two said: 
“Let us go up at once and possess it; for we are well able to overcome 
it.” (Numbers 13:30) 
They saw the same spectacles in their survey of the land; but the result in 
the one case was panic, in the other confidence and peace. What made 
the difference? It lay in this, that the ten spies compared themselves with 
the giants, whilst the two compared the giants with God. 
"The Lord is with us, fear them not.” (Numbers 14:9) 
Faith looks away from the greatness of her difficulty to the greatness of her 
God. 
“If considered in itself, it is dear that this difficulty is too great for me to 
combat; but it is nothing to my God. The wall is too solid and high for me; 
but before God’s touch it will fall down like cardboard. These ropes are 
stout; but before God they are only as tow before flame. I will not consider 
the man that shall die, and the son of man that shall be made as grass; but 
will look away resolutely to my Maker, who made heaven and earth, and 
who can still the roaring of the sea.” 
Do you want a fearless faith, be careful not to measure the comparative 
forces of yourself and others; but remember that God is working for you to 
will and do of his own good pleasure. If He is for you, who can be against 
you? 
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“And all the children of Israel murmured.”  
Numbers 14:2  

Written by: C H Spurgeon 
Taken from: Morning and Evening 

 
There are murmurers amongst Christians now, as there were in the camp 
of Israel of old. There are those who, when the rod falls, cry out against the 
afflictive dispensation. They ask, “Why am I thus afflicted? What have I 
done to be chastened in this manner?” A word with thee, O murmurer! Why 
shouldst thou murmur against the dispensations of thy heavenly Father? 
Can he treat thee more hardly than thou deservest? Consider what a rebel 
thou wast once, but he has pardoned thee! Surely, if he in his wisdom sees 
fit now to chasten thee, thou shouldst not complain. After all, art thou smit-
ten as hardly as thy sins deserve? Consider the corruption which is in thy 
breast, and then wilt thou wonder that there needs so much of the rod to 
fetch it out? Weigh thyself, and discern how much dross is mingled with thy 
gold; and dost thou think the fire too hot to purge away so much dross as 
thou hast? Does not that proud rebellious spirit of thine prove that thy heart 
is not thoroughly sanctified? Are not those murmuring words contrary to 
the holy submissive nature of God’s children? Is not the correction 
needed? But if thou wilt murmur against the chastening, take heed, for it 
will go hard with murmurers. God always chastises his children twice, if 
they do not bear the first stroke patiently. But know one thing—“He doth 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” All his corrections are 
sent in love, to purify thee, and to draw thee nearer to himself. Surely it 
must help thee to bear the chastening with resignation if thou art able to 
recognize thy Father’s hand. For “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth with you as with sons.” “Murmur not as some of them also mur-
mured and were destroyed of the destroyer.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 17 

 

 
 

“The Egyptians shall hear it.” 
Numbers 14:13 

Written by: F B Meyer 
Taken from: Our Daily Homily 

 
What a noble concern for the credit of God! Here was a great opportunity 
for Moses. God was testing him by the proposal, that, the entire nation of 
Israel being cut off as a judgment for their repeated shortcomings and 
transgressions, Moses should become the slip or stock of the Hebrew 
race: “I will disinherit them, and make of thee a nation greater and mightier 
than they.” This was not the settled purpose of God; but a suggestion to 
test his servant, who would not entertain it for a moment. All thought of the 
honor to be done to himself was submerged in his great eagerness for the 
Divine credit. 
“The Egyptians shall hear it: the nations which have heard the fame of 
Thee will speak, saying, Because the Lord was not able....” 
The Egyptians are always around us, watching and listening. They can 
only judge of God by our behavior and the course of our experience: and 
are only too ready to catch up anything which they may interpret to the dis-
crediting of the Eternal. How careful we should be in all our life and conver-
sation so that the ungodly may have, not lower, but loftier conceptions of 
our God. (See notes Colossians 4:5; 4:6; cf Ephesians 4:29) 
When tempted to anything which is not perfectly noble and honorable; 
when inclined to murmur and complain of God’s dealings with you (see 
note Philippians 2:14); when an opportunity comes, as it did to Moses, to 
make gain at the expense of others; then remember the name of God (see 
Name of the LORD is a Strong Tower: Summary), and the urgency of need 
that exists, to maintain it unsullied and untarnished. We should be re-
strained by a double fear: first, lest we should grieve God; second, lest the 
Egyptians should have a handle against Him, and should be prejudiced 
against religion. 
 
   


