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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of 
God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to 

 understand the reading. 
(Nehemiah 8:8) 

Sowing the Word  

March 25th– April 7th, 2010 
Numbers 18-20 

Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice 
with his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the 
congregation and their animals drank.  

Numbers 
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Helpful Study Resource: 
Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter 

 
 

Online Help: 
Numbers: The Incomplete Christian Life by Ray C. Stedman 

http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/2987/0204.html 
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Commentary: 

The commentary used with permission throughout  
this booklet is: 

With the Word Bible Commentary  
by Warren W. Wiersbe.   
ISBN 0–8407–9108–9  
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OutlineOutline  
 

I. Israel at Sinai: PREPARATION (1–10) 
A.  Counting -  a Census of the people (1) 
B.  Arranging - ordering campsites around the Tabernacle (2) 
C.  Assigning - Counting the Levites, their duties assigned (3–4) 
D.  Maintaining - Standards for purity (5) 
E.  Separating - Nazirites (6) 
F.  Supporting - Offerings for the Tabernacle from Israel’s leaders (7) 
G.  Inaugurating - Dedication of the Levites (8) 
H.  Guiding - Passover, Fiery cloud, silver trumpets (9:1–10) 
 

II.  Sinai to Kadesh:   FRUSTRATION (11–20:13) 
A. Complaining - Complaints and solutions (11) 
B. Criticizing - Miriam and Aaron criticize Moses (12) 
C. Rebelling - Rebellion at Kadesh-barnea (13–14) 

i. God gives hope - Additional laws for the Land (15) 
D. Striving - Rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (16) 

i. God’s Calling - Aaron’s staff buds (17) 
ii.  God’s Appointing - Duties of Levites (18) 
iii.God’s Cleansing - Purification by the ashes of a red heifer (19) 

E. Misrepresenting - Moses strikes the rock (20:1–13) 
 
III.  Kadesh to Moab: ANTICIPATION (20:14–36:13) 

A. Blocking - Edom denies passage to Israel (20:14–21) 
B. Replacing - Death of Aaron (20:22–29) 
C. Saving - Bronze serpent (21:1–9) 
D. Enabling - Israel defeats Sihon and Og (21:10–35) 
E. Protecting - Balak and Balaam (22–24) 
F. Disciplining - Israelites seduced by Moabites (25) 
G. Counting - Second census of the people (26) 
H. Discipling - Joshua to succeed Moses (27) 
I. Worshipping - Regulations for worship and vows (28–29) 
J. Committing - Regulations for vows (30) 
K. Empowering - Israel defeats the Midianites (31) 
L. Quenching - Settlement of Transjordan tribes (32) 
M. Remembering - Review of the wilderness journey (33) 
N.Expecting - Settlement of Canaan described (34–36)   
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Daily Bible Study  
Thursday, March 25th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 18 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 145-146 

T
H

U
R
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D

A
Y

 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 18? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter? 
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Daily Bible Study  
Friday, March 26th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 19 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 147-148 

F
R

ID
A

Y
 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 19? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Saturday, March 27th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 20 

Thru the Bible Reading: Psalm 149-150 S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y

 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 20? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Monday, April 5th,  2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 18 

Thru the Bible Reading: Philippians 1-2 

M
O

N
D

A
Y

 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Tuesday, April 6th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 19-20 

Thru the Bible Reading: Philippians 3-4 

T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
 

1. This is your second reading of these chapters  this week.  What did you 
see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Wednesday, March 24th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 18-20 

 W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
 

1. What has come together for you in these three chapters as you read this 
week? 

2. What questions do you have that remain? 
3. What is the main thing God is showing you in these chapters?  
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Numbers 18 

 

The emphasis in this chapter is on gifts. God gives helpers (v. 6) to assist 
us in our work, and we must accept them and be grateful for them. Some 
of the Levites had rebelled against Moses and Aaron, but God still gave 
them the privilege of serving Him and helping the priests. 
God gives us work to do (v. 7). If we are in the will of God, our work is a 
divine vocation, and we must do it for His glory. 
God gives us what we need (v. 8ff.). He fed the priests from the sacrifices 
brought to the altar and also from the tithes (v. 21). His action reminds us 
that “the laborer is worthy of his wages” (Luke 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:14; 1 Tim. 
5:18). 
God gives us Himself (v. 20). The priests and Levites were assigned 
places to live in Israel, but they did not have property from which they 
could get income (Josh. 13:14). They had to trust God to meet their 
needs. But when God is your inheritance, what more do you need? (See 
Ps. 16:5–6.) 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 18:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Numbers 19 

 
As a holy and separated people, the Jews had to avoid ritual uncleanness 
of all kinds, especially contamination from dead bodies. No doubt there 
were hygienic purposes behind this law, but it also reminded the people to 
avoid sin because of the defilement it brings. God dwelt in the camp and 
no one was to defile it. The application for today is found in 2 Corinthians 
6:14–7:1. 
God made provision for restoring persons who became defiled. Blood had 
to be shed, for the heifer was a sin offering (v. 9). The ashes from the 
sacrifice were ceremonially clean and were used to make “water of 
purification.” The defiled person could be ceremonially cleansed by 
obeying God’s instructions and using the water of purification. 
Water for washing is a picture of the Word of God (John 15:3; Eph. 5:25–
27). The Word promises us cleansing because the blood of God’s Son was 
shed for us on the cross (1 John 1:5–2:2). The Word also provides 
cleansing for the inner person as we read it, meditate on it, and apply it to 
our lives. 
Why should we be defiled and defile others when God’s gracious cleansing 
is available? 

 

 
 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Nu 19:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Numbers 20 

 
Leaders are often discouraged as they go through one trial after another. 
First, Miriam died, and Moses and Aaron mourned their only sister. Then 
the people began to complain again, for Egypt was still in their hearts. In 
the will of God, no place is an “evil place”; but when your inner desires are 
not spiritual, no place is a good place—except Egypt! 
Leaders sometimes disobey God, as Moses did when he was angered by 
the people (Ps. 106:32–33). Water for drinking is a picture of the Holy Spirit 
(John 7:37–39), and the rock is a symbol of Christ (1 Cor. 10:4). Christ was 
smitten on the cross for us that we might receive the gift of the Spirit. He 
died but once, so Moses should not have smitten the rock again. Instead, 
he should have spoken to the rock. 
Leaders are disciplined by God, for with privilege goes responsibility. 
Neither Moses nor Aaron was permitted to enter the Promised Land, 
although Moses was allowed to see the land from afar (Deut. 3:21–29). 
Leaders are sometimes disappointed. Edom would not permit Israel to 
pass through the land despite the promises Moses gave. The Edomites 
were the descendants of Esau, Jacob’s brother, and were therefore blood 
relatives to Israel; but they did not act like brethren. 
It is not easy to be a leader, and we must pray for those whom God has 
made leaders in His service. 

 
 
 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Nu 20:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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“I am thy Portion and thine Inheritance.” (r.v.) 
Numbers 18:20 

Written by: F B Meyer 
Taken from: Out Daily Homily 

 
We are God’s portion, and He is ours. The Lord’s portion is his people; 
Israel is the lot of his inheritance; and He says to the soul, I am thy Portion 
and thine Inheritance. We, with all we have, for God; and God, with all He 
has, for us. “Heirs of God.” (see note Romans 8:17) 
We are like settlers on the fringe of their estate. — The emigrant to the Far 
West has a plot of land allotted to him: but how little does he know of its 
contents! — There may be coal, or iron-ore, or rivers full of fish, or a rich 
soil; he settles on the outskirts, but every year he pushes his fences further 
back to take in more of the land, which is all his, but it is not yet brought 
into use, or under cultivation. So each year we should increase in the 
knowledge of what God is, and of what He is willing to be to us. Not as 
though we were already perfect; but we follow on to apprehend that for 
which we were apprehended, and to be filled full with his grace and heav-
enly benediction. 
Our possession of God will largely depend on his possession of us. — 
There are some who wonder that God is so much more to others than to 
them. Is not the answer to be found in their withholding so much of what 
they might yield up to his occupation and use? If you would have all from 
God, you must give all to God. Your enjoyment of God will be in precise 
proportion to the deepening and widening consecration of your life. 
Why should any of us be poor, or strengthless, or fearful, when all the God-
head is stored in Jesus, and awaits our appropriation? Go up and possess 
his infinite continent that flows with milk and honey; watered by the rain of 
heaven; and rich in treasure. 


