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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of 
God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to 

 understand the reading. 
(Nehemiah 8:8) 

Sowing the Word  

April 15th-21st, 2010 
Numbers 22-25 

Then the LORD opened the 
mouth of the donkey, and she 
said to Balaam, “What have I 
done to you, that you have struck 
me these three times?” 

Numbers 22:28 
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OutlineOutline  
 

I. Israel at Sinai: PREPARATION (1–10) 
A.  Counting -  a Census of the people (1) 
B.  Arranging - ordering campsites around the Tabernacle (2) 
C.  Assigning - Counting the Levites, their duties assigned (3–4) 
D.  Maintaining - Standards for purity (5) 
E.  Separating - Nazirites (6) 
F.  Supporting - Offerings for the Tabernacle from Israel’s leaders (7) 
G.  Inaugurating - Dedication of the Levites (8) 
H.  Guiding - Passover, Fiery cloud, silver trumpets (9:1–10) 
 

II.  Sinai to Kadesh:   FRUSTRATION (11–20:13) 
A. Complaining - Complaints and solutions (11) 
B. Criticizing - Miriam and Aaron criticize Moses (12) 
C. Rebelling - Rebellion at Kadesh-barnea (13–14) 

i. God gives hope - Additional laws for the Land (15) 
D. Striving - Rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (16) 

i. God’s Calling - Aaron’s staff buds (17) 
ii.  God’s Appointing - Duties of Levites (18) 
iii.God’s Cleansing - Purification by the ashes of a red heifer (19) 

E. Misrepresenting - Moses strikes the rock (20:1–13) 
 
III.  Kadesh to Moab: ANTICIPATION (20:14–36:13) 

A. Blocking - Edom denies passage to Israel (20:14–21) 
B. Replacing - Death of Aaron (20:22–29) 
C. Saving - Bronze serpent (21:1–9) 
D. Enabling - Israel defeats Sihon and Og (21:10–35) 
E. Protecting - Balak and Balaam (22–24) 
F. Disciplining - Israelites seduced by Moabites (25) 
G. Counting - Second census of the people (26) 
H. Discipling - Joshua to succeed Moses (27) 
I. Worshipping - Regulations for worship and vows (28–29) 
J. Committing - Regulations for vows (30) 
K. Empowering - Israel defeats the Midianites (31) 
L. Quenching - Settlement of Transjordan tribes (32) 
M. Remembering - Review of the wilderness journey (33) 
N.Expecting - Settlement of Canaan described (34–36)   
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Daily Bible Study  
Thursday, April 15th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 22 

Thru the Bible Reading: Proverbs 13-14 T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 22? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter? 
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Daily Bible Study  
Friday, April 16th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 23 

Thru the Bible Reading: Proverbs 15-16 

F
R

ID
A

Y
 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 23? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Saturday, April 17th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 24 

Thru the Bible Reading: Proverbs 17-18 S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y

 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 24? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Sunday, April 18th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 25 

Thru the Bible Reading: Proverbs 19-20 

S
U

N
D

A
Y

 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 25? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Monday, April 19th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 22-23 

Thru the Bible Reading: Proverbs 21-22 

M
O

N
D

A
Y

 

1. This is your second reading of these chapters during this week.  What 
did you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Tuesday, April 20th, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 24-25 

Thru the Bible Reading: Proverbs 23-24 

T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
 

1. This is your second reading of these chapters during this week.  What 
did you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible Study  
Wednesday, April 21st, 2010 

 
Passage for today: Numbers 22-25 

 W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
 

1. What has come together for you in these four chapters as you read this 
week? 

2. What questions do you have that remain? 
3. What is the main thing God is showing you in these chapters?  



 11 

 
 

With the Word Bible Commentary  
 

Numbers 22 
 

The reports of Israel’s victories brought fear to Balak. He knew that 
the army of Israel could never be defeated by human means because the 
Jews were God’s people and the battle was a spiritual one. That is why 
he asked Balaam to curse the nation. Our battle today is not against flesh 
and blood but against spiritual wickedness, and we will win the victory 
only if we use spiritual weapons (Eph. 6:10–18; 2 Cor. 10:3–6). 

Balaam was a hireling prophet who finally succumbed to the pressure 
of greater honor and more money. He was willing to look at things “from 
another viewpoint” in hopes he could find a loophole in the revealed will of 
God. It is a dangerous thing to bargain over the will of God. Using one’s 
gifts to make money is “the way of Balaam” (2 Pet. 2:15–16), a sin that 
God condemns. 

Thomas Merton has said that “the greatest evil is found where the 
greatest good has been corrupted.” And Paul warned, “For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). Balaam and Judas 
Iscariot know how true this is! 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Nu 22:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  

 
Numbers 23 

 

God did not shut Balaam’s mouth. He let him speak, but He turned the 
curse into a blessing (Neh. 13:2). Whenever you feel that people and 
circumstances are cursing you, remember what God did for Israel, and 
trust Him (Rom. 8:28). 

Balaam’s descriptions of Israel remind us of the privileges we have as 
the children of God. We are safe (v. 8; Rom. 8:31–39) because we are 
separated from the world (v. 9; John 17:14–16) and belong to the Lord who 
never lies (v. 19). We have strength like an ox (v. 22) and a lioness (v. 24). 

Balaam wanted very much to die the death of the righteous (v. 10), but 
he did not want to live the life of the righteous. Read Psalm 37:37, 
Proverbs 14:32, and Revelation 14:13, and contrast Paul’s testimony in 
Philippians 1:19–23. 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Nu 23:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
 

Numbers 24 
 

Balak could not silence Balaam no matter how he tried. In his third 
oracle (vv. 1–9), Balaam saw Israel in Canaan, conquering their enemies 
and enjoying their inheritance. His statement in verse 9 about blessing and 
cursing reminds us of God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12:3). Balaam 
was actually condemning himself when he spoke. God does not defend His 
people’s sins, but He always defends His people, for they are dear to Him. 

In his fourth oracle (vv. 15–24), Balaam saw Israel’s future glory in the 
coming of the Messiah (v. 17). God used a covetous prophet to give a 
beautiful picture of the Savior and the victories He would win. 

Satan and his followers do their best to curse God’s people today. 
However, through it all, God’s grace still works, God’s people are still 
blessed, and God’s name is glorified, for God can turn the curse into a 
blessing. 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 24:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary  
 

Numbers 25-26 
 
Balaam could not destroy Israel with his curses, but he could defile 

Israel with his counsel. He seduced the Jews into disobeying God by 
suggesting that Balak invite Israel to the religious feasts of the Moabites 
(31:16). There the Jews quickly fell into sin. 

Moses had commanded the people to separate themselves from the 
nations around them and to avoid their abominable religious practices 
(Exod. 34:10–17). Israel abandoned its special position (Num. 23:9) and 
compromised with sin. The result? Twenty-four thousand Jews died from a 
plague God sent to the camp. 

It was not Moses, the leader, or Eleazer, the high priest, who stopped 
the plague, but Phinehas, the son of Eleazer. His devotion to the Lord 
brought him a special commendation and reward from the Lord. (See Ps. 
106:28–31.) 

God’s people must beware compromising with the enemy (2 Cor. 
6:14–18). If Satan does not succeed as the devouring lion (1 Pet. 5:8), he 
will come as the deceiving serpent (2 Cor. 11:3). 

The taking of the second census was a sign that the nation’s 
wanderings were soon to end. Note the people in this list who are given 
special attention: Dathan and Abiram, who rebelled against the Lord (26:9–
11); Nadab and Abihu, who defied the Lord (26:61); and Joshua and 
Caleb, who believed the Lord (26:65). 

 
 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Nu 25:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

 



14  

 

Balaam 
‘He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of 
Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of the land of the 

children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold there is a 
people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of 

the earth, and they abide over against me.’            

 Numbers 22:6  

— Alexander MacLaren 

Give a general outline of the history. See Bishop Butler’s great sermon. 

I. How much knowledge and love of good there may be in a bad man. 

Balaam was a prophet: ( a ) He knew something of the divine character, 
( b ) He knew what righteousness was ( Micah v. 8 ). ( c ) He knew of a 
future state, and longed for ‘the last end of the righteous.’ 

He would not break the law of God, and curse by word of mouth: But yet 
for all that he wanted to curse. He wanted to do the wrong thing, and that 
made him bad. And when he durst not do it in one way, he did it in another. 
So he is a picture of the universal blending and mixture that there is even 
in bad men. It is not knowledge that makes a man good. It is not 
aspirations after righteousness. These dwell more or less in all souls. It is 
not desire ‘to go to heaven’—everybody has that desire. Perfectly vicious 
men are devils. There is always the blending. Many of us are trusting to 
these vagrant wishes, but my friends, it is not what a man would 
sometimes like, but what the whole set and tenor of his life tends towards, 
that makes him. There may be plenty of backwater eddies and cross-
currents in the sea, but the tide goes on all the same. ‘All these fancies and 
their whole array  One cunning bosom sin blows quite away,’  ‘Let no 
man deceive you; he that doeth righteousness is righteous.’  Do not trust 
your convictions; they are powerless in the fight.  

II. How men may deceive themselves about their condition, or the self-
illusions and compromises of sin. These convictions will never, by 
themselves, keep a man from evil, but they may lead men to try to 
compromise, just as Balaam did. He would go, but he would not, for the life 
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of him, curse; and he evidently thought that he was a hero in firmness and a 
martyr to duty. He would not curse in words, but he did it in another way—
by means of Baal-peor. So we find men making compromises between duty 
and inclination; keeping the letter and breaking the spirit; obeying in some 
respects and indemnifying themselves for their obedience by their 
disobedience in others; very devout, attentive to all religious observances, 
and yet sinning on. And we find such men playing tricks upon themselves, 
and really deluding themselves into the idea that they are very good men! 
This is the great characteristic of sin, its deceitfulness. It always comes as 
an ‘angel of light,’ like some of those weird stories in which we read about a 
strange guest at a banquet who discloses a skeleton below the wedding 
garment! ‘Father of lies.’ ‘ Nihil imbecillius denudato diabolo. ’ The more one 
sins, the less capable he becomes of discerning evil. Conscience becomes 
sophisticated, and it is always possible to refine away its judgments. ‘By 
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern.’ ‘Take heed lest any 
of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.’ 

III. The absurdity and unreasonableness of unrighteousness. 

We look at Balaam, and think, how could a man purpose anything so foolish 
as to go on seeking for an opportunity to break a law which he knew to be 
irrevocable! Yet what did he do but what every sinner does? All sin is the 
breach of law which at the very moment of breaking is known to be 
imperative. All sin is thus the overbearing of conscience, or the 
sophistication of conscience, and all sin is the incurring voluntarily of 
consequences which at the moment are or might be known to be certain, 
and far overbalancing any fancied ‘wages of unrighteousness.’ Thus all sin 
is the overbearing of reason or the sophisticating of reason by passion. Men 
know the absurdity of sin, and yet men will go on sinning. ‘A rogue is a 
roundabout fool.’ All wrongdoing is a mighty blunder. It is only righteousness 
which is congruous with a man’s reason, with a man’s conscience, with a 
man’s highest happiness. ‘The fear of the Lord,’ that is wisdom. 

IV. The wages of unrighteousness. 

How Balaam’s experiment ended—his death. He tried to make the ‘best of 
both worlds,’ so he ran with the hare and hunted with the hounds, and this 
was how it ended, as it always does, as it always will. How death ends all 
the illusions, sternly breaks down all the compromises, reveals all the 
absurdities! 
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Men are one thing or the other. Learn, then, the lesson that no gifts, no 
talents, no convictions, no aspirations will avail. Let this sad figure which 
looks out upon us with grey streaming hair and uplifted hands from beside 
the altar on Pisgah speak to us. How near the haven it is possible to be cast 
away! Like Bunyan’s way to hell from near the gate of the celestial city.  
Balaam said, ‘Let me die the death of the righteous!’ and his death was 
thus:—‘Balaam they slew with the sword,’ and his epitaph is ‘Balaam the 
son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness,’ got them, and 
perished! 

 An Unfulfilled Desire 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last  

end be like his! 

Numbers. 23:10 

Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with the sword.’ 

 Numbers. 31:8 

—Alexander MacLaren 

Ponder these two pictures. Take the first scene. A prophet, who knows God 
and His will, is standing on the mountain top, and as he looks down over the 
valley beneath him, with its acacia-trees and swift river, there spread the 
tents of Israel. He sees them, and knows that they are ‘a people whom the 
Lord hath blessed.’ Brought there to curse, ‘he blesses them altogether’; 
and as he gazes upon their ordered ranks and sees somewhat of the 
wondrous future that lay before them, his mind is filled with the thought of all 
the blessedness of that righteous nation, and the sigh of longing comes to 
his lips, ‘May I be with them in life and death; may I have no higher honour, 
no calmer end, than to lie down and die as one of the chosen people, with 
memories of a divine hand that has protected me all through the past, and 
quiet hopes of the same hand holding me up in the great darkness!’ A 
devout aspiration, a worthy desire! Look at the other picture. Midian has 
seduced Israel to idolatry and its constant companion, sensual sin. The old 
lawgiver has for his last achievement to punish the idolater. ‘Avenge the 
children of Israel of the Midianites, afterwards thou shalt be gathered to thy 
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people.’ So each tribe gives its contingent to the fight, and under the fierce 
and prompt Phinehas, whose javelin had already smitten one of the chief 
offenders, they go forth. Fire and sword, devastation and victory, mark their 
track. The princes of Midian fall before the swift rush of the desert-born 
invaders. And—sad, strange company!—among them is the ‘man who saw 
the vision of the Almighty, and knew the knowledge of the Most High’ ! he 
who had taught Moab the purest lessons of morality, and Midian, alas! the 
practice of the vilest profligacy; he who saw from afar ‘the sceptre arise out 
of Israel and the Star from Jacob’; he who longed to ‘die the death of the 
righteous’ ! The onset of the avenging host, with the ‘shout of a king’ in their 
midst; the terror of the flight, the riot of havoc and bloodshed, and, finally, 
the quick thrust of the sharp Israelite sword in some strong hand, and the 
grey hairs all dabbled with his blood—these were what the man came to 
who had once breathed the honest desire, ‘Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be like his’! 

I. There is surely a solemn lesson for us all here—as touching the danger of 
mere vague religious desires and convictions which we do not allow to 
determine our conduct. Balaam had evidently much knowledge. Look at 
these points— ( a ) His knowledge of the covenant-name of God. ( b ) His 
knowledge of a pure morality and a spiritual worship far beyond sacrificial 
notions, and in some respects higher than the then Old Testament 
standpoint. ( c ) The knowledge (which is implied in the text) of a future 
state, which had gone far into the background, even if it had not been 
altogether lost, among the Israelites. Is it not remarkable that the religious 
ideas of this man were in advance of Israel’s at this time; that there seems 
to have lingered among these ‘outsiders’ more of a pure faith than in Israel 
itself? What a lesson here as to the souls led by God and enlightened by 
Him beyond the pale of Judaism! But all this knowledge, of what use was it 
to Balaam? He knows about God: does he seek to serve Him? He preaches 
morality to Moab, and he teaches Midian to ‘teach the children of Israel to 
commit fornication.’ He knows something of the blessedness of a ‘righteous 
man’ s’ death, and perhaps sees faintly the shining gates beyond—but how 
does it all end? What a gulf between knowledge and life ! What is the use of 
correct ideas about God? They may be the foundations of holy thoughts, 
and they are meant to be so. I am not setting up emotion above principle, or 
fancying that there can be religion without theology; but for what are all our 
thoughts about God given us? ( a ) That they may influence our hearts. ( b ) 
That they may subdue our wills. ( c ) That they may mould our practical life. 
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If they do not do that—then what do they do? They constitute a positive 
hindrance—like the dead lava-blocks that choke the mouth of a crater, or the 
two deposits on the bottom of a boiler, soot outside and crust inside, which 
keep the fire from getting at the water. They have lost their power because 
they are so familiar. They are weakened by not being practised. The very 
organs of intelligence are, as it were, ossified. Self-complacency lays hold on 
the possession of these ideas and shields itself against all appeals with the 
fact of possessing them. Many a man mistakes, in his own case, the 
knowledge of the truth for obedience to the truth. All this is seen in everyday 
life, and with reference to all manner of convictions, but it is most apparent 
and most fatal about Christian truth. I appeal to the many who hear and know 
all about ‘the word,’ What more is needed? That you should do what you 
know (‘Be not hearers only’); that you should yield your whole being to 
Christ, the living Word. 

II. Balaam is an example of convictions which remain inefficacious. 

It was not without some sense of his own character, and some forebodings 
of what was possibly brooding over him, that he uttered these words of the 
text. But they were transitory emotions, and they passed away. I suppose 
that every man who hears the gospel proclaimed is, at some time or other, 
conscious of dawning thoughts which, if followed, would lead him to decision 
for Christ. I suppose that every man among us is conscious of thoughts 
visiting him many a time when he least expects them, which, if honestly 
obeyed, would work an entire revolution in his life. I do not wish to speak as if 
unbelieving men were the only people who were unfaithful to their 
consciences, but rather to deal with what is a besetting sin of us all, though it 
reaches its highest aggravation in reference to the gospel. Such stings of 
conviction come to us all, but how are they deadened? ( a ) By simple 
neglect. Pay no attention to them; do not do anything in consequence, and 
they will gradually disappear. The voice unheard will cease to speak. Non-
obedience to conscience will in the end almost throttle conscience. ( b ) By 
angry rejection. ( c ) By busy occupation with the outer world. ( d ) By sinful 
occupation with it. Then consider that such dealing with our convictions 
leaves us far worse men than before, and if continued will end in utter 
insensibility. What should we do with such convictions? Reverently follow 
them. And in so doing they will grow and increase, and lead us at last to God 
and peace. Special application of all this to our attitude towards Christian 
truth. 
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III. Balaam is an instance of wishes that are never fulfilled. 

He wished to die ‘as the righteous.’ How did he die? miserably; and why? 
(1) Because his wish was deficient in character. It was one among a great 
many, feeble and not predominant, occasioned by circumstances, and so 
fading when these disappeared. Like many men’s relation to the gospel who 
would like to be Christians, and are not. These vagrant wishes are nothing; 
mere ‘catspaws’ of wind, not a breeze. They are not real, even while they 
last, and so they come to nothing. (2) Because it was partially wrong in its 
object. He was willing to die the death, but not to live the life, of the 
righteous; like many men who would be very glad to ‘go to heaven when 
they die,’ but who will not be Christians while they live. Now, God forbid that 
I should say that his wish was wrong! But only it was not enough. Such a 
wish led to no action. Now, God hears the faintest wish; He does not require 
that we should will strongly, but He does require that we should desire, and 
that we should act according to our desires. Let the close be a brief picture 
of a righteous death. And oh! if you feel that it is blessed, then let that desire 
lead you to Christ, and all will be well. Remember that Bunyan saw a byway 
to hell at the door of the celestial city. Remember how Balaam ended, and 
stands gibbeted in the New Testament as an evil man, and the type of false 
teachers. Finally, beware of knowledge which is not operative in conduct, of 
convictions which are neglected and pass away, of vague desires which 
come to nought. 
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Introduction 
 

1. Some names are proverbial for evil. 
2. Exx. Jezebel - Babylon - Cain 
3. So is Balaam in the Bible. 
So Peter here, like Jude, mentions him as a prime example of a wicked man. 
 
1. BALAAM WAS A WORSE MAN THAN WE MAY THINK  

* There were good points about Balaam: 
1. He was a prophet (Numbers 22 - 25 (4 chapters) 

1. beautiful words - ex. Numbers 23:19/23 
2. but he was a bad man 

 OBSERVE: Common grace was all he had. 
2. He spoke of Christ: 

1. Numbers 24:17 - the glorious Saviour 
2. a 'STAR' - later 'SUN of righteousness' 

APPLICATION: Godless men may use pious words. 
3. He said some memorable words 

1. Numbers 22:8 - excellent words, but! 
2. Numbers 22:30 

 APPLICATION: He looks like a saint! 
 * But for all that, he was a Bad Man: 

1. He forsook the right way 
▪ He craftily found a way to curse God's people. 
▪ He knew the right way and forsook it. 

2. He wanted unrighteous wages 
▪ to be well paid for his sin 
▪ the sin was to curse God's people 

3. He found a way to curse God's people 
▪ Balak was afraid of Israel 
▪ so Balaam ruined Israel by a devilish trick 

 APPLICATION: Beware of Satan's craft. 
2. HIS WICKEDNESS WAS REBUKED BY A DUMB ASS  

* The narrative in Numbers 22:21f 
1. Why Balaam wanted to go 

▪ his mind knew what God said but his heart loved the money 
offered. 

APPLICATION: We only go straight after conversion. 
2. What Balaam feared to lose 

▪ the large sum of money 
▪ he wanted to be a millionaire 

APPLICATION: So do many people today. 
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3. How God gave him mercy 
▪ the angel was there to kill him 
▪ but the ass had more sense 

APPLICATION: Sin makes us worse than beasts 
4. The blindness of Balaam 

▪ he did not see the angel 
▪ sin blinds us and deceives us 

APPLICATION: How near death is us all! 
5. The voice of the ass! 

▪ Numbers 22:23, 30 
▪ The angel appears to Balaam 

APPLICATION: If only people listened to God's voice. 
6. Balaam's sin not cured 

▪ he got a warning 
▪ but he still went on! 

APPLICATION: To ignore God's voice is to go on to destruction in the end. 
3. THE LESSONS WE LEARN FROM BALAAM  
* It is called "madness" - why "mad"? 
1. It is madness to love money 

1. This offered him by Balak as reward 
2. But money should never be our God 

APPLICATION: Have you got money as your God? 
2. It is madness to forsake God's way 

1. God's way = that of faith/holiness/love 
2. the Ten Commandments as our rule 

 ILLUSTRATION: Adam - Judas. Where did it get them?  
APPLICATION: It is sad when people forsake God. 
3.  it is madness to harm God's people 

1. he played a wicked trick on them 
2. God's people can be deceived by evil 
3. when they are, they suffer great loss 

APPLICATION: That is why we must love both God and His people. Do you? 
4. It is madness to ignore God's warnings 

1. the "dumb ass" - what a lesson! 
2. but Balaam ignored the warning 
3. in the end, he perished 

APPLICATION: Ignore the Gospel - and you perish. 
CONCLUSION 
So like Judas, who was 
1. warned by Christ 
2. covetous and so perished 


