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Commentary: 

The commentary used with permission throughout  
this booklet is: 

With the Word Bible Commentary  
by Warren W. Wiersbe.   
ISBN 0–8407–9108–9  
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OutlineOutlineOutlineOutlineOutlineOutlineOutlineOutline  
 

I. Israel at Sinai: PREPARATION (1–10) 
A.  Counting -  a Census of the people (1) 
B.  Arranging - ordering campsites around the Tabernacle (2) 
C.  Assigning - Counting the Levites, their duties assigned (3–4) 
D.  Maintaining - Standards for purity (5) 
E.  Separating - Nazirites (6) 
F.  Supporting - Offerings for the Tabernacle from Israel’s leaders (7) 
G.  Inaugurating - Dedication of the Levites (8) 
H.  Guiding - Passover, Fiery cloud, silver trumpets (9:1–10) 
 

II.  Sinai to Kadesh:   FRUSTRATION (11–20:13) 
A. Complaining - Complaints and solutions (11) 
B. Criticizing - Miriam and Aaron criticize Moses (12) 
C. Rebelling - Rebellion at Kadesh-barnea (13–14) 

i. God gives hope - Additional laws for the Land (15) 
D. Striving - Rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (16) 

i. God’s Calling - Aaron’s staff buds (17) 
ii. God’s Appointing - Duties of Levites (18) 
iii.God’s Cleansing - Purification by the ashes of a red heifer (19) 

E. Misrepresenting - Moses strikes the rock (20:1–13) 
 
III.  Kadesh to Moab: ANTICIPATION (20:14–36:13) 

A. Blocking - Edom denies passage to Israel (20:14–21) 
B. Replacing - Death of Aaron (20:22–29) 
C. Saving - Bronze serpent (21:1–9) 
D. Enabling - Israel defeats Sihon and Og (21:10–35) 
E. Protecting - Balak and Balaam (22–24) 
F. Disciplining - Israelites seduced by Moabites (25) 
G. Counting - Second census of the people (26) 
H. Discipling - Joshua to succeed Moses (27) 
I. Worshipping - Regulations for worship and vows (28–29) 
J. Committing - Regulations for vows (30) 
K. Empowering - Israel defeats the Midianites (31) 
L. Quenching - Settlement of Transjordan tribes (32) 
M. Remembering - Review of the wilderness journey (33) 
N.Expecting - Settlement of Canaan described (34–36)   
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Thursday, May 6th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 31 
Thru the Bible Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1-2 T
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1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 31? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter? 
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Friday, May 7th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 32 
Thru the Bible Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3-5 

F
R

I
D
A
Y
 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 32? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Saturday, May 8th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 33 
Thru the Bible Reading: Song of Songs 1-2 S
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1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 33? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Sunday, May 9th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 31 
Thru the Bible Reading: Song of Songs 3-4 

S
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A
Y
 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Monday, May 10th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 32 
Thru the Bible Reading: Song of Songs 5-6 

M
O
N

D
A
Y
 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Tuesday, May 11th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 33 
Thru the Bible Reading: Song of Songs 7-8 

T
U
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S
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A
Y
 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Wednesday, May 12th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 31-33 
 

W
E
D
N

E
S
D
A
Y
 

1. What has come together for you in these three chapters as you read this 
week? 

2. What questions do you have that remain? 
3. What is the main thing God is showing you in these chapters?  
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With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary     
 

Numbers 31 
 

The last battle Moses directed was against the Midianites who, at 
Balaam’s suggestion, had seduced Israel into both idolatry and immorality 
(chap. 25). Each tribe sent one thousand soldiers, and the high priest 
went before the army with the ark of the covenant. It was God’s battle, 
and He would give victory. 

Balaam did not have long to enjoy whatever rewards Balak gave him 
because he was killed in the battle (v. 8). Alas, he did not “die the death of 
the righteous” (23:10)! As Mark wrote, “For what will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). 

Israel won the war but almost lost the victory, for the leaders brought 
some Midianite women into the camp along with the spoils. Incomplete 
obedience always leads to further temptation. (See 1 Sam. 15.) If we do 
not defeat the enemy, the enemy will defeat us. 

They had fought a “holy war,” but the army was defiled in the slaying 
of the Midianites. They had to purify themselves and the spoils to be 
clean before God (chap. 19). Some of the spoils were cleansed by fire. 
The Lord wants clean soldiers as well as conquering soldiers. 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 31:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary     
 

Numbers 32 
 

Some people choose to live on the border of God’s blessing. They 
make their decisions on the basis of material gain and not spiritual 
blessing. The two and a half tribes did not claim their inheritance in 
Canaan, though they were very close to it. 

They assured Moses that they would help conquer the land, but the 
tribes still brought division to Israel. In fact, when the land was fully 
conquered, the two and a half tribes had to put up an altar to let people 
know, “We belong to Israel!” (See Josh. 22.) Had they gone over the 
Jordan and claimed their inheritance, everybody would have known their 
citizenship. 

“Do not take us over the Jordan!” (v. 5) is as much an expression of 
failure as “Take us back to the land of Egypt!” or “Let us die in the 
wilderness!” When material gain, not the glory of God, governs our 
decisions, we will make the wrong decisions. (See Ps. 47:4.) 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 32:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

 
. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary     
 

Numbers 33 
 
Reviewing the past (1–49). Dr. A. T. Pierson said, “History is His 

story.” It is good to review the past and discern the hand of the Lord at 
work. God delivered them from Egypt and brought them to Sinai, where 
they entered into a covenant with Him (vv. 1–15). Then He brought them to 
the border of the Promised Land, where they refused to go in (vv. 16–36). 
They wandered for forty years and then ended up on the plains of Moab 
(vv. 37–49). Unbelief means wasted time, wasted lives, and wasted 
opportunities, but God is gracious and long-suffering with His people. 

Anticipating the future (50–56). “When you have crossed the Jordan 
into the land of Canaan” was a word of promise and assurance that would 
encourage the nation in their new venture of faith. What a privilege to claim 
their God-given inheritance! But God also gave some responsibilities: drive 
out the enemy, destroy their idols, dispossess the people, and then divide 
the land. First you conquer, then you claim. First the obedience, then the 
blessing. 

 
 

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  
(Nu 33:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Quitting on the Brink of Blessing 
By: Chuck Smith 

 
In Numbers 32, three tribes decide to take their inheritance on the east 
bank of the Jordan River—Rueben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh. 
But this angers Moses, and he tells them why in verse 7, 
“why will you discourage the heart of the children of Israel from going over 
into the land which the LORD has given them?” 
 
These three tribes want to quit just before the finish line. The nation is on 
the brink of blessing, and they want to settle for second best.  
 
This is our problem… Rather than going all the way with God, we get right 
on the brink of blessing – and since the brink of blessing is better than the 
sink and stink of sin – we figure that’s as far as we might ever hope to go 
anyway – and we stop short.  
 
These chose the land they stay in for all the wrong reasons—based on 
sight and not faith.  God has promised them so much—a land flowing with 
mild and honey—but they chose a land they can see—they are willing to 
stay behind. 
 
It gets worse, God makes sure these know they are a part of the same 
“body” of people who are moving ahead to the promised land.  They need 
to help these others take God’s best when at the same time they are willing 
to accept something less.  Sadly, this heart attitude is still existing in the 
church today—those who are willing to recognize that they are a part of the 
body of Christ, that they are a part of those who are pressing after all that 
God has for them—they are willing to help others go after God’s 
best….while they stay behind. 
 
Don’t do it. Press on. Have faith. Enter in to all the goodness God has for 

you.
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NUMBERS 32:5 
Sermon outline by Chuck Smith 

 
"LESS THAN BEST" 

 
Intro: The Children of Israel now ready to enter the land God had promised 
them. The tribes of Reuben,  Gad and 1/2 of Manassah requested 
inheritance outside the land; they had become content where they were 
dwelling. 
 

I. THERE IS A DANGER OF STOPPING SHORT OF GOD'S BEST FOR 
YOUR LIFE. 
        A. Many of the promises go unfulfilled because we fail to  

claim them or appropriate them. 
                1. God has promised perfect peace. 
                2. God has promised fullness of joy. 
                3. God has promised to supply all our needs. 
                        a. Sometimes people come saying, "I live completely  
      by faith, can you help me out"? 
                        b. This never means that God is going to support my  
      laziness. 
                        c. Paul was completely serving the Lord yet when he  
     need arose he made tents. 
                        d. Great inconsistencies. 
                                1. "I have given my life completely to God"  
               How much time does He get each day? 
                                2. "All I have belongs to God"  When is He  
     going to get it? 
                4. God has promised Living Waters. 
        B. This land that Reuben and Gad wanted was not the best,  
 they had grown accustomed to it. 
                1. So many times we just get used to our situations.  
         What you can't cure you must endure." 
                        a. We make adjustments and settle down. 

                        b. This is all the farther I wish to travel with God. 

              2. There is a contentment which is good and there is a  
          contentment which is bad. 
                        a. The spiritual man is content with his material  



16  

 

       possessions yet striving for more of God. 
                        b. The carnal man is content with his relationship  
                  with God, yet is striving for more material  
                  possessions. 
        C. Some people attend church on occasion; that is all the  
   closer they want to get to God. 
                1. They have a sort of "you don't bother me, I won't  
          bother you" attitude. 
                2. Oh yes. they believe in God and would defend Him in  
          an argument; they even joined the church but they  
           never left Egypt. 
        D. Some attend church regularly, every chance they get. They  
  look for the things of God, they are truly God's people, yet  
  they have stopped short of God's best. 
                1. Spiritually they have come to Jordan but they have  
         never crossed over. 
II. THE DANGER OF STOPPING SHORT. 
        A. History tells us that these tribes were the first to fall the    
  Assyrians. 
                1. You are far more vulnerable to the attacks of the  
          enemy. 
                2. Satan finds it easier to lure you away. 
        B. We are also told that the descendants of these people were  
  the Gadarenes. 
                1. When Jesus came to their coasts they asked Him to  
          leave. 
                2. They had degraded from raising cattle to raising pigs. 
                        a. Failing to go forward they went backwards. 
                3. Not entering in to the promises. they rejected the  
         greatest promise of all; God's Messiah Jesus. 
        C. Some of you standing today at Jordan's banks. 
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Sermon’s you can listen to on the web about this: 
 
Pressing In Or Pigging Out 
Numbers 32:1-22 
By Jon Corson 
http://www.joncourson.com/teaching/teachingsplay.asp?teaching=S3094 
 
Numbers 29-36 
Chuck Smith 
http://mp3.calvarychapel.com/twft/c2000/c2040.mp3 
 
Numbers 31-36 
Forsaking Your Call 
Pastor Bob Coy 
http://www.calvaryftl.org/AWMedia/MediaDesk.cfm?fn=B2064 
 
 

What’s Irritating You? 
 

Numbers 33:55 warns the Hebrews, “But if you do not drive out the 
inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall be that those whom you 
let remain shall be irritants in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they 
shall harass you in the land where you dwell.” 
 
This is also a warning to us. Ignore the sin God wants to delete from your 
life, and it’ll end up an irritant, a thorn. The habit, the place you frequent, the 
bad influence – if you tolerate it you’ll end up constantly harassed. 
 
I know believers who get so pestered, so defeated in the spiritual life, they 
end up giving up on God. But who’s the one to blame? They are. They 
chose to live with the enemy rather than drive it out. Don’t you make the 
same mistake! 
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“Everything that may abide the fire,  
ye shall make to go through the fire.” 

Numbers 31:23 
Written by: F B Meyer 

Taken from: Our Daily Homily 
 

 

The great aim of this enactment was to render these articles ceremonially 
clean. They had been in the use of the Midianites, and required cleansing, 
before they could be appropriated by Israel. But the cleansing processes 
were to be determined by their texture. Fire for what would stand fire; water 
for what could not stand fire. 
 
We must be thoroughly cleansed. — If a man will purge himself, he shall be 
a vessel unto honor, meet for the Master’s use. Not cleverness, but cleanli-
ness, is the prime condition of service. Jesus will not put throne-water into 
impure and polluted receptacles. What fellowship hath Christ with Belial? 
 
We shall not be passed through fire, unless we can stand it. — Our faith is 
too precious to God to be exposed to risk. He will not let us be tempted be-
yond what we are able, lest we be discouraged, and make shipwreck. If, 
then you are called at this time to pass through an unusually searching or-
deal, be sure that your Heavenly Father knows that you can endure it. “That 
the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried by fire, might be found unto praise and honor and glory at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 
 
We must go through water, if not through fire. — The law provided also that 
“all that abideth not the fire, ye shall make go through the water.” The one is 
negative, the other positive; the first appertains to John the Baptist, the sec-
ond to the Holy Spirit. The latter is the best; but be thankful, if you cannot 
endure it, that there is a discipline more tempered and gentle, which will yet 
render you meet for the handling of the Holy Savior. 
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“Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here?”  
Numbers 32:6  

Written by: C H Spurgeon 
Taken from: Morning and Evening 

 
Kindred has its obligations. The Reubenites and Gadites would have been 
unbrotherly if they had claimed the land which had been conquered, and had 
left the rest of the people to fight for their portions alone. We have received 
much by means of the efforts and sufferings of the saints in years gone by, 
and if we do not make some return to the church of Christ by giving her our 
best energies, we are unworthy to be enrolled in her ranks. Others are 
combating the errors of the age manfully, or excavating perishing ones from 
amid the ruins of the fall, and if we fold our hands in idleness we had need 
be warned, lest the curse of Meroz fall upon us. The Master of the vineyard 
saith, “Why stand ye here all the day idle?” What is the idler’s excuse? 
Personal service of Jesus becomes all the more the duty of all because it is 
cheerfully and abundantly rendered by some. The toils of devoted 
missionaries and fervent ministers shame us if we sit still in indolence. 
Shrinking from trial is the temptation of those who are at ease in Zion: they 
would fain escape the cross and yet wear the crown; to them the question for 
this evening’s meditation is very applicable. If the most precious are tried in 
the fire, are we to escape the crucible? If the diamond must be vexed upon 
the wheel, are we to be made perfect without suffering? Who hath 
commanded the wind to cease from blowing because our bark is on the 
deep? Why and wherefore should we be treated better than our Lord? The 
firstborn felt the rod, and why not the younger brethren? It is a cowardly pride 
which would choose a downy pillow and a silken couch for a soldier of the 
cross. Wiser far is he who, being first resigned to the divine will, groweth by 
the energy of grace to be pleased with it, and so learns to gather lilies at the 
cross foot, and, like Samson, to find honey in the lion.  
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“Be sure your sin will find you out.” 
Numbers 32:23 

Written by: F B Meyer 
Taken from: Our Daily Homily 

 

Sin is like the boomerang of the savage, it comes back on the hand that has 
launched it forth. The brethren accused Joseph of being a spy, and cast him 
into the pit; and on the same charge they were cast into prison. King David 
committed adultery and murder; so Absalom requited him. The Jews cruci-
fied the blessed Lord; and they were impaled around Jerusalem till room 
and wood for their crosses failed. 
 
There is a Divine order in society. God has so constituted the world, that as 
man deals with his neighbour, so he is dealt with. The consequence does 
not always follow immediately. There is often a long interval between the 
lightning flash and the thunder-peal. The sentence against an evil work is 
not executed suddenly. But though God’s mills grind slowly, they do grind, 
and to powder. It is impossible to deceive God; for it is his immutable law, 
“whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting” (Galatians 6:7-8). 
 
When sin comes to find you out, like a sleuthhound on the track of the crimi-
nal, be sure that it finds you in Jesus. “That I maybe found in Him.” Nothing 
will avail to intercept the awful execution of sin’s vengeance, except the 
blood and righteousness of Jesus. Put Him between you and your sins, be-
tween you and your past, between you and the penalty of a broken law. Be 
sure that only when the blood of Jesus speaks for you through earth and 
heaven, there can be a cutting off of sin’s terrible entail. 
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