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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of 

God; and they gave the sense, and helped God; and they gave the sense, and helped God; and they gave the sense, and helped God; and they gave the sense, and helped them them them them totototo    
 understand the reading. understand the reading. understand the reading. understand the reading.    

(Nehemiah 8:8)(Nehemiah 8:8)(Nehemiah 8:8)(Nehemiah 8:8)    

Sowing the Word  

May 13th-19th, 2010 
Numbers 34-36 

Six Cities of Refuge 



2  

 

 

Table of ContentsTable of ContentsTable of ContentsTable of Contents    
  

Outline………………………………..……………..3 
 
Daily Reading…………...…………………......4-10 
 
Helps……..……………………………….……….11 
 
With the Word Commentary…………….…12-14 
 
Devotionals………………………….………..15-17 
 

 

Helpful Study Resource: 
Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter 

 
 

Online Help: 
Numbers: The Incomplete Christian Life by Ray C. Stedman 

http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/2987/0204.html 

 
http://preceptaustin.org/numbers_commentaries.htm 

 

 
Commentary: 
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this booklet is: 
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OutlineOutlineOutlineOutlineOutlineOutlineOutlineOutline  
 

I. Israel at Sinai: PREPARATION (1–10) 
A.  Counting -  a Census of the people (1) 
B.  Arranging - ordering campsites around the Tabernacle (2) 
C.  Assigning - Counting the Levites, their duties assigned (3–4) 
D.  Maintaining - Standards for purity (5) 
E.  Separating - Nazirites (6) 
F.  Supporting - Offerings for the Tabernacle from Israel’s leaders (7) 
G.  Inaugurating - Dedication of the Levites (8) 
H.  Guiding - Passover, Fiery cloud, silver trumpets (9:1–10) 
 

II.  Sinai to Kadesh:   FRUSTRATION (11–20:13) 
A. Complaining - Complaints and solutions (11) 
B. Criticizing - Miriam and Aaron criticize Moses (12) 
C. Rebelling - Rebellion at Kadesh-barnea (13–14) 

i. God gives hope - Additional laws for the Land (15) 
D. Striving - Rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (16) 

i. God’s Calling - Aaron’s staff buds (17) 
ii. God’s Appointing - Duties of Levites (18) 
iii.God’s Cleansing - Purification by the ashes of a red heifer (19) 

E. Misrepresenting - Moses strikes the rock (20:1–13) 
 
III.  Kadesh to Moab: ANTICIPATION (20:14–36:13) 

A. Blocking - Edom denies passage to Israel (20:14–21) 
B. Replacing - Death of Aaron (20:22–29) 
C. Saving - Bronze serpent (21:1–9) 
D. Enabling - Israel defeats Sihon and Og (21:10–35) 
E. Protecting - Balak and Balaam (22–24) 
F. Disciplining - Israelites seduced by Moabites (25) 
G. Counting - Second census of the people (26) 
H. Discipling - Joshua to succeed Moses (27) 
I. Worshipping - Regulations for worship and vows (28–29) 
J. Committing - Regulations for vows (30) 
K. Empowering - Israel defeats the Midianites (31) 
L. Quenching - Settlement of Transjordan tribes (32) 
M. Remembering - Review of the wilderness journey (33) 
N.Expecting - Settlement of Canaan described (34–36)   
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Thursday, May 13th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 34 

Thru the Bible Reading: Luke 1-2 T
H

U
R

S
D
A
Y
 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 34? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter? 
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Friday, May 14th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 35 

Thru the Bible Reading: Luke 3-4 

F
R

I
D
A
Y
 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 35? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Saturday, May 15th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 36 

Thru the Bible Reading: Luke 5-6 S
A
T
U

R
D
A
Y
 

1. What are the main things that happen in Numbers 36? 
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Sunday, May 16th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 34 

Thru the Bible Reading: Luke 7-8 

S
U

N
D
A
Y
 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Monday, May 17th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 35 

Thru the Bible Reading: Luke 9-10 

M
O
N

D
A
Y
 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Tuesday, May 18th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 36 

Thru the Bible Reading: Luke 11-12 

T
U

E
S
D
A
Y
 

1. This is your second reading of this chapter during this week.  What did 
you see this time that did not stick out to you last time?  

2. What is God showing you in this chapter?  
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study        
Wednesday, May 19th, 2010 

 

Passage for today: Numbers 34-36 
 

W
E
D
N

E
S
D
A
Y
 

1. What has come together for you in these three chapters as you read this 
week? 

2. What questions do you have that remain? 
3. What is the main thing God is showing you in these chapters?  
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Cities of refuge. Israel was to set aside six “cities of refuge”—to which those 
guilty of accidental manslaughter could flee from the avenger of blood. If one who 
had killed intentionally fled to one of these cities, he would be put to death. If the 
killing had resulted from sudden anger, without forethought, the congregation 
would decide whether it was manslaughter or murder. A murder conviction 
required the testimony of two witnesses (35:30). The person granted asylum had 
to remain in the city of refuge until the death of the high priest. Should he leave 
before that time, the avenger of blood could kill him and not be charged with 
murder. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary     
 

Numbers 34 
 

 God assigned the tribes their inheritance and set their 
boundaries, but He used human leaders to do it. What a privilege it is to 
help people claim their inheritance from God! 
 We must accept what God assigns to us and not complain or 
covet what others possess. Some land fronted on wilderness (v. 3), and 
other portions faced the Great Sea (v. 6). Some tribes had mountains in 
their territory. Like Canaan, the Christian life is “a land of hills and 
valleys” (Deut. 11:11), and our God is a God of both the hills and the 
valleys (1 Kings 20:23ff.). He knows what is best for us, and He is always 
with us. 
 When you are tempted to complain about what God has assigned 
to you, ponder John 3:27 and 1 Corinthians 4:7; 12:4–7, 11. Through faith 
in Christ, we can be content with our lot (Phil. 4:11–13). 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 34:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary     
 

Numbers 35 
 

Residence. The fact that the Levites were servants of God did not 
make them any less citizens of the land. They needed places to live and 
care for their families when they were not ministering at the tabernacle. 
The tribes’ provision of forty-eight cities for them was done in a fair way (v. 
8). God’s people should care for God’s work and should share as God has 
provided for them (2 Cor. 8:1–15). 
Refuge. Six of the Levitical cities were designated cities of refuge. God 

makes a distinction between murder and manslaughter, the intentional and 
the accidental. In that day, the nation had no police force to investigate 
crimes and prosecute criminals, so the innocent had to be protected from 
angry family members who might want to take justice into their own hands. 
In the city of refuge, the fugitive was safe until the congregation decided 
whether he was guilty of murder or not (Deut. 19:11–13). 
Redemption. Jesus Christ is our “city of refuge” (Heb. 6:18). When we 

trust Him, our sins are all forgiven and judgment is past (Rom. 8:1). 
Salvation is not probation. If the fugitive left the city, he was in danger of 
death. In Jesus Christ, we have eternal life (John 5:24). Our High Priest will 
never die; therefore, we are saved eternally (Heb. 7:23–28). 

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 35:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

 
. 
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With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary With the Word Bible Commentary     
 

Numbers 36 
Moses had already decreed that a man’s inheritance must go to his 

daughters if he had no sons (27:1–11), but that did not completely solve 
the problem. Some men of the tribe of Manasseh (Zelophehad’s tribe) had 
discussed and pondered the matter and were concerned about the 
distribution of their tribal land. What if the daughters married into other 
tribes? Would the inheritance eventually be confused or even lost? 

It is good to think about decisions and see their practical ramifications 
in everyday life. It is good to think about the future and ask, “What may 
happen?” 

The simple solution was to require the women who inherit property to 
marry only within their own family clan. It is good to inherit wealth, but with 
the inheritance may come restrictions and responsibilities. If we want the 
one, we must accept the other. The daughters of Zelophehad married their 
cousins, so the inheritance remained intact.      

 
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary  

(Nu 36:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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“This is the land which ye shall inherit.” (r.v.) 
Numbers 34:13 

Written by: F B Meyer 
Taken from: Our Daily Homily 

 

It is important that we should know the limits and possibilities of our lives. 
We must beat the bounds, first to know how far we may go; and secondly 
where we must stop, in our inheritance. 
How far we go. — It is our privilege to know God and the hope of his 
calling, and the riches of the glory of his indwelling in our hearts, and the 
power of the Resurrection throbbing within us, lifting us to share the risen 
life of Jesus. Day by day we may be kept from yielding to known sin; day 
by day, though keenly conscious of temptation, we may be more than 
conquerors; day by day, the Holy Spirit may work in us perfect love 
towards God and man, to the limit of our light; day by day the Lord Jesus 
may be more perfectly formed within us. 
Where we must stop. — We may expect to be blameless, but not 
faultless, till He present us to Himself to be delivered from temptation, but 
not freed from its assaults: to be kept in perfect peace, but not secured 
from the pressure of adversity: to be dead to sin and self, but not daring to 
say that either is dead within us: to be delivered from this present evil 
world, as to spirit and temper, though still called to inhabit it as its salt and 
light. Take possession of every inch of God-given territory in Jesus, but 
beware of going beyond it. 
It is a solemn question to all who have been appointed leaders in God’s 
hosts, whether they are rightly dividing their heritage. We must hold back 
nothing that is profitable: nor must we shun to declare the whole counsel 
of God. Let our Preaching and teaching include all God’s provision for his 
children. 
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“The Death of the High Priest” 

Numbers 35:25,28,32 
Written by : F B Meyer 

Taken From: Our Daily Homily 
 

One after another they passed away. They were not able to continue by 
reason of death. Their offices, and garments, and ministry, passed from 
each in turn, as from Aaron, whom Moses stripped with his own hands on 
Nebo. But their death only brings into greater prominence the encourag-
ing contrast in the case of our blessed Lord, who ever liveth, and hath, 
therefore, an unchangeable priesthood. 
Christ ever lives: what an encouragement to the penitent! — All that He 
ever was, He is; all that He ever did for others, He is willing to do for thee. 
The records of his earthly life, with his tenderness for those who were out 
of the way, are leaves and specimen pages of the diary of his life. There-
fore, there need be no hesitation in applying to Him. 
Christ ever lives: what a blessing to the saint! — “I am He that liveth.” He 
bent over his fainting apostle, and said in effect, You remember what I 
was when you leant on my bosom, followed Me to the shore on which I 
had prepared your repast, and assured you of my never-altering affection. 
I am all that still; through death I have come to a life which can never de-
cay; because I live, ye shall live also. Let us rest our souls on this sweet 
word — from his heart there will ever stream to us rivers of incorruptible 
life. Let us keep all the channels of our being open towards the fountain of 
eternal life, that there may be no stint or restraint to our reception. 
Christ ever lives: what a warning to the Church! — There is no need, 
therefore, of the human priest to transact matters between man and God. 
The Son is Priest and King in his own house, in the power of an endless 
life; and human mediators are no more necessary than flickering night-
lights at noon. 
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