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Judges—Defeat Through Compromise

The challenge of the Book of Judges is—be available! No 
matter how dark the day, God can still work through people 
who will trust His Word, yield to His Spirit, and do His 
bidding.

Will you be among them?

Other Helpful links
The Adam Clarke Commentary:
http://www.studylight.org/com/acc/view.cgi?book=jud

Matthew Henry's Commentary:
http://www.studylight.org/com/mhc-com/view.cgi?book=jud

David Guzik’s Commentary:
http://www.studylight.org/com/guz/view.cgi?book=jud

Additional Commentary:
http://preceptaustin.org/judges_commentaries.htm
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Thursday, August 17, 2006

Passage for today: Judges 9Judges 9Judges 9Th
u

r
sd

a
y

Quick Notes
 One theme of the chapter is divine retribution.  God always causes 

one to reap what he sows.
 Another theme is selfish ambition.  
 “God sent a spirit of ill will between Abimelech and the men of 

Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt with treacherously with 
Abimelech,” (v.23)

 William Penn wrote, "If we are not willing to be governed by God, we 
shall be ruled by tyrants."

 Abimelech= “my father is king”

“Of itself, ambition isn’t an evil thing, provided it’s mixed with genuine 
humility and is controlled by the will of God. If it’s God’s wind that lifts 
you and you’re soaring on wings that He’s given you, then fly as high as 
He takes you. But if you manufacture both the wind and the wings, 
you’re heading for a terrible fall. Selfish ambition destroys.”
                      --http://preceptaustin.org/judges_9_commentary.htm 

Questions to Ponder
1. One theme of this chapter is selfish ambition.  How does Abimelech 

display selfish ambition here in chapter 9? What other character traits 
do we see displayed in Abimelech in this chapter? Any applications?

2. Jeremiah 2:19 says, “Your own wickedness will correct you…”  How 
does this apply with Abimelech?  Seek to find another example in the 
bible that illustrates God’s principal of causing one to reap what he 
sows.  How can you apply this to your life today? 
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Friday, August 18, 2006

Passage for today: Judges 10Judges 10Judges 10Fr
id

a
y

Quick Notes
 The theme of chapter 10 is the ill effects of idol worship.
“Application: The bitter fruit of sin. When we turn from God to sin we 
always lose for sin's promises are never fulfilled. Israel's compromise 
with the pagans from a human perspective may have seemed sensible. 
After all it wouldn't hurt to experience a little of their culture and 
religion and thus ensure a peaceful coexistence. The problem was that 
they turned from God and He turned from them. When has sin ever 
produced what was promised? Sin never produces the alluring fruit for 
which we have yielded to its temptation in the first place. Sin cannot, 
and has not the slightest interest in doing so. We are at our most foolish 
when we imagine that sin has our best interests at heart. Sin's only desire 
is to trap us, to rule us and to destroy us. Sin always produces great 
distress, even though sometimes, by God’s grace, its effects are delayed. 
Nevertheless, a broken relationship with God will always result in 
broken relationships with others—an isolation and aloneness which are 
sin’s dead end.”
                       --http://preceptaustin.org/judges_10_commentary.htm 

Questions to Ponder
1. What does this chapter teach us about the danger of worshiping 

something other than God?  
2. What can we learn about God from His interaction with the children 

of Israel in this chapter?  What can we learn from the chapter about 
approaching God?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Saturday, August 19, 2006

Passage for today: Judges 11Judges 11Judges 11Sa
tu

r
d

a
y

Quick Notes
“The story of his [Jephthah’s] life is of God taking a strong man and 

by His Spirit turning him into a usable man. Whatever our strengths 
and weaknesses, the secret of our usefulness is our availability to our 
God.”          --http://preceptaustin.org/judges_11_commentary.htm

No person should be blamed for the circumstances surrounding his or 
her birth. Why permit the things you cannot control to burden your 
life? Learn to accept them, and the Lord will work out His purposes in 
His own time (Ps. 139:13–16). Opposition will one day give way to 
opportunity. (Wiersbe, W. W. With the word Bible commentary  
Nashville: Thomas Nelson)

Questions to Ponder
Questions:
1. What can we learn from Jephthah’s story about God using difficult 

circumstances to prepare a person for Kingdom use?  Did Jephthah 
seek his own position as judge of Israel?  What does this tell us about 
his character and God’s calling on his life?

2. What did Jephthah see the real issue was between Israel and Amon?  
How is this true today?

3. In verse 30 Jephthah made a vow to the Lord.  What was his vow and 
why do you think he made this vow?  Was Jephthah’s vow a good one 
or a bad one?  Why?  What can we learn from this chapter about 
making vows?
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Sunday, August 20, 2006

Passage for today: Judges 12Judges 12Judges 12---131313Su
n

d
a

y

Quick Notes
“It’s frightening how quickly we can get accustomed to bondage and 

learn to accept the status quo.”
                             --http://preceptaustin.org/judges_12_commentary.htm
Manoah= "rest"
Angel of the Lord= "The special form in which God manifested 

himself to man, and hence, Christ's visible form before the 
incarnation"  (Smith's Bible Dictionary). 

Nazarite="consecrated or devoted one" 
Note verse 5= "...and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of 

the Philistines."
Samson="like the sun" or "of the sun"

Questions to Ponder
1. What can we learn about jealousy and its results concerning Ephraim 

and the Gileadites?  How can this story of jealousy apply in the 
church today?  Do you see it?  Where?  Over what? And What are its 
results?

2. What is the significance of Manoah's wife being barren?  What do we 
know of God concerning other women in the Bible who were barren?  
How does this apply to our walk with Christ today?

3. The Angel of the Lord who appeared to Manoah's wife is said to be 
none other than Christ.  Before He became man, this is said to be how 
He appeared to and interacted with men.   What do we learn about 
Christ through this recorded interaction with the Angel of the Lord?  
How should this effect how we approach and commune with Christ 
today? 
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Monday, August 21, 2006

Passage for today: Judges 14Judges 14Judges 14m
o

n
d

a
y

Quick Notes
Timnath="portion"
Philistines="immigrants"
Note verse 5,8,9:  Samson was in the vineyards of Timnah.  He is a 

Nazarite who by definition is one who is set apart from things of the 
vine for the Lord.  Note as well that part of Samson's being a Nazarite 
separated him from anything unclean.  The carcass of the lion would 
definitely fall into that category.  What is God trying to show us here 
in these details about the vineyard and the carcass of the lion?

young lion= Take time to note that young David met with a bear and a 
lion early in his preparation days.  Jesus was also led into the 
wilderness by the Spirit to slay devil who is likened to a lion who 
walks about roaring looking for whom he may devour.  Can you think 
of other lion incidents in the bible that might apply here?

Questions to Ponder
1. Samson is found by a young lion while he is alone in a vineyard.  

What do you think the significance Samson's killing of the young lion 
might be?  What can we learn from this about the strength that God 
puts in us through His Holy Spirit?  Samson was created by God in 
order to begin to do away with the Philistines.  How can the killing of 
the lion be seen as preparation for Samson's calling?  Do you see any 
applications in your own life that might be an example like this?  Was 
this event publicized by Samson?  Any application?

2. Two times in this chapter we see the phrase the Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon him.  What is its significance?   What does this 
chapter say to us about the power God has in orchestrating His 
purposes?  Does this story look holy to you?  Explain.
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Tuesday, August 22, 2006

Passage for today: Judges 15Judges 15Judges 15Tu
es

d
a

y

Quick Notes
Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines. He had done 

what became him in offering to be reconciled to his wife, but, she 
having rendered it impracticable, now they could not blame him if he 
showed his just resentment. Note, When differences arise we ought to 
do our duty in order to the ending of them, and then, whatever the ill 
consequences of them may be, we shall be blameless. (Matthew 
Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible)

fire brands; or rather torches, made of oily and resinous matter, which 
were not easily extinguished (John Gill's Exposition of the Entire 
Bible)

Etam="lair of wild beasts"

Questions to Ponder
1.  In verses 11-13, Samson is approached by 3000 men of Judah on 

behalf of their "rulers", the Philistines.  What did the men of Judah 
say to Samson when they went to retrieve him for the Phillistines?  Is 
their  statement true?  What can this teach us about the effects of 
being under oppression for any amount of time?  How can you apply 
this to your lives today?  Is there anything that you find oppressing 
you?  If so, what got you into this oppression and Who truly is the 
Ruler who raised up His Deliverer to slay your oppressor?  Note the 
compassion the Lord exhibits every time His people cry out to Him.  
If you find yourself being ruled over today by oppression, cry out to 
the Lord, repent and be delivered!

2.  In verses 17-19, we see Samson the strong one without a lick of 
strength after the valiant slaying of 1000 men.  This shows us that 
while Samson was overwhelming in strength, he still was at the mercy 
of God.  What can we learn from this about the source of the strength 
that Samson had?  What lessons can we learn from Samson's 
encounter here with the Lord? 
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Daily Bible StudyDaily Bible Study
Wednesday, August 23, 2006

Passage for today: Judges 16Judges 16Judges 16W
ed

n
e

sd
a

y

Quick Notes
Gate. The gate and gateways of eastern cities anciently held and still 
hold an important part, not only in the defence, but in the public 
economy of the place. They are thus sometimes taken as representing the 
city itself. Gen_22:17; Gen_24:60; Deu_12:12; Jdg_5:8; Rth_4:10; 
Psa_87:2; Psa_122:2. Among the special purposes for which they were 
used may be mentioned. (Smith's Bible Dictionary)
This was an emblem of Christ's resurrection, of whom Samson was a 
type, who being encompassed in a sepulchre, and sealed and watched by 
soldiers, broke through the bars of death and the grave, and carried off 
the doors in triumph; and in a short time ascended to heaven, whereby he 
declared himself to be the Son of God with power. It was usual for doors 
and bars of gates to be carried in triumph, and laid up in temples...(John 
Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible)
Sorek="choice vine"
Note that Samson, being a Nazarite, was not to partake of the fruit of the 
vine.  Here we see him visiting another place of the vine and partaking 
not of the grapes but of the woman, Delilah.  We must remember, 
however, that the sole purpose for Samson's life was to bring glory to 
God by way of beginning to deliver Israel from the hand  of the 
Philistines (Judges 13:5).  This chapter contributes to that purpose 
through many unsettling twists and turns.
Delilah="the languishing one"

Questions to Ponder
1. As we look at Samson—what caused him to finally lose his strength 

from the Lord?  
2. How seriously did Samson take God’s presence?
3. What does Samson’s death show us about him?
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Judges 11 Notes

Judges 11 begins with a hopeful telling of Jephthah’s background 
and ends with a tricky passage that has been argued and pondered 
over for ages.  There are many views as to what might have been 
the outcome of Jephthah’s daughter concerning the vow he made to 
the Lord.  The following are comments from various known 
scholars that might help shed some light on our study of Jephthah.

Jephthah’s Preparation
“Jephthah’s story is a powerful reminder to us Christians today, 
with our highly developed personality inventories and assessment 
packages, not to write anybody off from having a place to fulfill in 
the work of God’s kingdom. Our danger is that we become too 
controlled by the perceptions of the secular world around us, so that 
we apply its criteria unchanged to the operations of God’s work. 
Without in any way condoning the mediocre or losing sight of our 
quest for excellence in the work of God, we must nevertheless 
ensure that we make room for a biblical balance...One further 
application is also worthy of our consideration. We need to 
encourage those in our churches, who feel they are nobodies, not to 
allow disadvantages in their backgrounds or setbacks in life to 
discourage or disqualify them from serving the Lord. Let us affirm 
that God has something for each of His dearly loved children to do, 
something that is precious to Him and unique to us as 
individuals....So many Christians waste their time and energy 
grieving over something they never had, and that is very 
counterproductive....To be always looking back over one’s shoulder 
wishing that father had been more demonstrative, mother less 
demanding, and that the family circumstances had been different, is 
to be both ungrateful for God’s providence and unrealistic about 
life in a fallen world. Some of us have had a raw deal out of life, 
but we need to recognize that God’s providence means that He 
weaves the strands together to make each of us the unique 
individual we all are, and that is for His glory. There are no 
mistakes, no accidents with God; no pages to be torn up. It all 
counts. The story of Jephthah provides us with a key example to 
encourage our “no hopers” not to write themselves out of the script, 
but to make themselves freshly available to their totally ingenious 
Lord.” (Jackman, D., & Ogilvie, L. J.  The Preacher's Commentary 
Series, Volume 7: Judges, Ruth. Page 173. Nashville, Tennessee: 
Thomas Nelson)
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Jephthah’s Vow
“Several important lessons are to be learned from Jephthah's vow. 

1. There may be remainders of distrust and doubting, even in the 
hearts of true and great believers. 
2. Our vows to God should not be as a purchase of the favour we 
desire, but to express gratitude to Him. 
3. We need to be very well-advised in making vows, lest we 
entangle ourselves. 
4. What we have solemnly vowed to God, we must perform, if it be 
possible and lawful, though it be difficult and grievous to us. 
5. It well becomes children, obediently and cheerfully to submit to 
their parents in the Lord. 

It is hard to say what Jephthah did in performance of his vow; but it 
is thought that he did not offer his daughter as a burnt-offering. 
Such a sacrifice would have been an abomination to the Lord; it is 
supposed she was obliged to remain unmarried, and apart from her 
family. Concerning this and some other such passages in the sacred 
history, about which learned men are divided and in doubt, we need 
not perplex ourselves; what is necessary to our salvation, thanks be 
to God, is plain enough. If the reader recollects the promise of 
Christ concerning the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and places 
himself under this heavenly Teacher, the Holy Ghost will guide to 
all truth in every passage, so far as it is needful to be 
understood.” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible)

“Warren Wiersbe notes that... 

‘Since he was met by his daughter, Jephthah gave her to the Lord to 
serve Him at the tabernacle (Ex38:8; 1Sa2:22). She remained a 
virgin, which meant that she would not know the joys of 
motherhood and perpetuate her father’s inheritance in Israel. This 
would be reason enough for her and her friends to spend two 
months grieving, for every daughter wanted a family and every 
father wanted grandchildren to maintain the family inheritance. 
Nowhere in the text are we told that Jephthah actually killed his 
daughter, nor do we find anybody bewailing the girl’s death. The 
emphasis in Jud11:37-40 is the fact that she remained a virgin. It’s 
difficult to believe that “the daughters of Israel” would establish a 
custom to celebrate (not “lament” as in KJV) the awful sacrifice of 
a human being, but we can well understand that they would 
commemorate the devotion and obedience of Jephthah’s daughter 
in helping her father fulfill his vow. She deserves to stand with 
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Isaac as a faithful child, who was willing to obey both father and 
God, no matter what the cost.’ (Be Available)

IT SHALL BE THE LORD'S AND I WILL OFFER IT UP AS A 
BURNT OFFERING: 

This phrase may be translated: "shall surely be the LORD's (if a 
human being comes first), or I will offer it up for a burnt offering 
(if an animal appears first)." 

Sometimes the idea is presented that Jephthah gave her to the 
tabernacle where she spent the remainder of her life working as a 
priest’s servant, never marrying, for she would be devoted to the 
sacred duties of religion as a holy virgin (cf. Ex38:8; 1Sa2:22). 
However, there is no specific OT example for the concept of the 
celibate female temple servant, though there were women 
performing various religious functions. Historically, this 
interpretation apparently rose from the allegorical explanation 
posited by the Rabbis Kimchi in the 11th and 12th cen. This 
interpretation was subsequently adopted by many Christian 
expositors but has little biblical basis.”
                    --http://preceptaustin.org/judges_11_commentary.htm
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Judges 14 Notes
The following article attempts to address a phrase in chapter 14 that 

might raise some questions: 

"she pleases me well"
    What were Samson's motives in asking of his parents to get this 
daughter of the Philistines  for him to marry?
    In the Hebrew, this phrase pleases me well found in verse 3 
brings forth the idea of being pleasing or agreeable of physical eye 
or of mental and spiritual faculties.  There is question as to whether 
Samson, being moved upon by the Spirit (13:25), was acting out of 
lust here.  However, the words in this phrase pleases me well also 
can give the idea of to be right, straight, level, upright, just, or 
lawful to the eye.  So this helps us see, as Judges 14:4 show us, that 
Samson was righteously setting up for doing what he was made by 
God to do--"begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the 
Philistines" (13:5).

Matthew Henry writes, " He that in the choice of a wife is guided 
only by his eye, and governed by his fancy, must afterwards thank 
himself if he find a Philistine in his arms."

He then writes, "It should seem, the way in which the Philistines 
oppressed Israel was, not by great armies, but by the clandestine 
incursions of their giants and small parties of their plunderers. In 
the same way therefore Samson must deal with them; let him but by 
this marriage get among them, and he would be a thorn in their 
sides. Jesus Christ, having to deliver us from this present evil 
world, and to cast out the prince of it, did himself visit it, though 
full of pollution and enmity, and, by assuming a body, did in some 
sense join in affinity with it, that he might destroy our spiritual 
enemies, and his own arm might work the salvation."

God had plan in this proposal of marriage to this daughter that 
caught Samson's eye.  Samson was being compelled by the Spirit 
and was not in the wrong here as seems to be the case.  It is true 
that the Lord loved His people so much that He even allowed 
affections to be stirred in His chosen man, Samson, so as to put the 
desire in Samson to do the unthinkable for a Jew, and much much 
less a Nazarite.  But God knew the outcome and omnisciently saw 
His plan's end which ultimately became the beginning of the 
removal of Israel from the hand of the Philistines.

This can be applied today in our lives in that we  all are prompted 
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in holiness at times to do things that do not make sense.   Our faith 
must be one of holy and radical trust in the leading of the Holy 
Spirit if we are to fulfill the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

This can also be applied to young people who are desiring to 
marry.  We must remember that Samson was moved by the Spirit of 
the Lord in his desiring after this daughter of his foes.  Neither did 
he proceed into the covenant without the blessing of his father and 
mother.  The Lord had purpose for this marriage and He does for 
every marriage that is moved into by parties who are following 
Him.  He had an eternal will for this marriage and Samson was 
moved to act upon His leading.  Even though it is only stated that 
"she pleased him well" to his parents.  We cannot and should not 
lose sight of God's will in his proposal.
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Judges 16 Notes
Delilah, "The Languishing One"

A Philistine harlot, of the valley of Sorek, whom the five 
Philistine lords, when they found Samson loved her, bribed for 
1,100 shekels each to be their political emissary, to find out from 
Samson the secret of his strength. On four different occasions she 
tempted him to tell the secret. On the third occasion Samson trifled 
so presumptuously with the divine gift committed to him as to 
suggest that his seven consecrated locks should be woven with the 
web; when we go to the edge of temptation our gall is near. This 
"languishing" prostitute, with her vile challenging of his "love," 
"How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not with me?" 
and by daily vexing importunity, wrung the secret from him at the 
fourth time.

His strength lay in dedication to God, of which his Nazarite locks 
were the sign. Laying down his head in her lap he lost them, and 
with them lost God in him, the spring of a strength which was not 
his own. Lust, severing from God the source of strength, makes the 
strongest powerless; only by waiting on the Lord, we, like Samson, 
renew the strength which was lost by self-indulgence and self-
reliance. Contrast Dan_1:8-16; Isa_40:30-31; Pro_7:6-27. So Israel, 
strong while faithful to Jehovah, incurs the curse which Balaam, 
however wishing it, could not inflict, the moment that the people 
commits whoredom with the daughters of Moab (Num_25:1; 
Num_25:6; Num_31:15-16). (Fausset's Bible Dictionary)

What is Love?
Love v.15="human love for another, includes family, and sexual."  
We must note that the love that Delilah speaks of here is not that 
type of love that the Lord has for man.  In the greek, this love 
would be called eros which can be termed erotic  love or sexual 
love.  This is not, however, the love spoken of in Ephesians 5:25, 
"Husbands, love your wives as Christ also loved the church..."  That 
word is agapeo which is identified as an unconditional giving of 
oneself to another at the expense of the giver.  Agape love is an 
action and is not based on feeling, although feelings of affection do 
accompany the receiving of such a love.  Oftentimes lust, taking at 
the expense of another, is mistaken for love.  This, we can only 
assume, is the type of love spoken of here in Judges 16:15.
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Samson Conquered
REV. C. H. Spurgeon

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"And she said, the Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke 
out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and 
shake myself. And he wist not that the Lord was departed from 
him. But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought 
him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did 
grind in the prison house."—Judges 16:20-21.
   SAMSON IS, IN MANY RESPECTS, one of the most 
remarkable men whose history is recorded in the pages of 
inspiration. He enjoyed a singular privilege only accorded to one 
other person in the Old Testament. His birth was foretold to his 
parents by an angel. Isaac was promised to Abraham and Sarah by 
angels whom they entertained unawares; but save Isaac, Samson 
was the only one whose birth was foretold by an angelic messenger 
before the opening of the gospel dispensation. Before his birth he 
was dedicated to God, and set apart as a Nazarite. Now, a Nazarite 
was a person who was entirely consecrated to God, and in token of 
his consecration he drank no wine; and allowed his hair to grow, 
untouched by the razor. Samson, you may therefore understand, 
was entirely consecrated to God, and when any saw him, they 
would say, "That man is God's man, a Nazarite, set apart." God 
endowed Samson with supernatural strength, a strength which 
never could have been the result of mere thews and sinews. It was 
not the fashioning of Samson's body that made him strong; it was 
not the arm, or the fist with which he smote the Philistines; it was a 
miracle that dwelt within him, a continued going forth of the 
omnipotence of God, which made him mightier than thousands of 
his enemies. Samson appears very early to have discovered in 
himself this great strength, for "the Spirit of the Lord began to 
move him at times in the camp of Dan." He judged Israel for thirty 
years, and gloriously did he deliver them. What a noble being he 
must have been! See him, when he steps into the vineyard for a 
moment from his parents. A lion that has been crouching there 
springs upon him, but he meets him all unarmed, receives him upon 
his brawny arms and rends him like a kid. See him afterwards, 
when his countrymen have bound him and taken him down from 
the top of the rock, and delivered him up to the thousands of the 
Philistines. He has scarcely come near them, when, without a 
weapon, with his own foot, he begins to spurn them; and seeing 
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there the jaw-bone of an ass, he takes that ignoble weapon, and 
sweeps away the men that had helmets about their heads and were 
girded with greaves of brass. Nor did his vigour fail him in his later 
life, for he died in the very prime of his days. One of his greatest 
exploits was performed at this very season. He is entrapped in the 
city of Gaza. He remains there till midnight; so confident is he in 
his strength that he is in no hurry to depart, and instead of assailing 
the guard, and making them draw the bolts, he wrenches up the two 
posts, and takes away the gate, bar and all, and, carries his mighty 
burden for miles to the top of a hill that is before Hebron. Every 
way it must have been a great thing to see this man, especially if 
one had him for a friend. Had one been his foe, the more distant the 
sight the better, for none could escape from him but those who fled; 
but to have him for a friend and to stand with him in the day of 
battle, was to feel that you had an army in a single man, and had in 
one frame that which would strike thousands with terror. Samson, 
however, though he had great physical strength, had but little 
mental force, and even less spiritual power. His whole life is a 
scene of miracles and follies. He had but little grace, and was easily 
overcome by temptation. He is enticed and led astray. Often 
corrected; still he sins again. At last he falls into the hands of 
Delilah. She is bribed with an enormous sum, and she endeavours 
to get from him the secret of his strength. He foolishly toys with the 
danger, and plays with his own destruction. At last goaded by her 
importunity, he lets out the secret which he ought to have confided 
to no one but himself. The secret of his strength lay in his locks. 
Not that his hair made him strong; but that his hair was the symbol 
of his consecration, and was the pledge of God's favour to him. 
While his hair was untouched he was a consecrated man; as soon as 
that was cut away, he was no longer perfectly consecrated, and then 
his strength departed from him. His hair is cut away; the locks that 
covered him once are taken from him, and there he stands a 
shaveling, weak as other men. Now the Philistines begin to oppress 
him, and his eyes are burned out with hot iron. How are the mighty 
fallen! How are the great ones taken in the net! Samson, the great 
hero of Israel, is seen with a shuffling gait walking towards Gaza. A 
shuffling gait, I said, because he had just received blindness, which 
was a new thing to him, therefore, he had not as yet learned to walk 
as well as those who, having been blind for years, at last learn to set 
their feet firmly upon the earth. With his feet bound together with 
brazen fetters—an unusual mode of binding a prisoner, but adopted 
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in this case because Samson was supposed to be still so strong, that 
any other kind of fetter would have been insufficient—you see him 
walking along in the midst of a small escort towards Gaza. And 
now he comes to the very city out of which he had walked in all his 
pride with the gates and bolts upon his shoulders; and the little 
children come out, the lower orders of the people come round about 
him, and point at him—"Samson, the great hero, hath fallen! let us 
make sport of him!" What a spectacle! The hot sun is beating upon 
his bare head, which had once been protected by those luxuriant 
locks. Look at the escort who guard him, a mere handful of men, 
how they would have fled before him in his brighter days; but now 
a child might overcome him. They take him to a place where an ass 
is grinding at the mill, and Samson must do the same ignoble work. 
Why, he must be the sport and jest of every passer by, and of every 
fool who shall step in to see this great wonder—the destroyer of the 
Philistines made to toil at the mill. Ah, what a fall was there, my 
brethren! We might indeed stand and weep over poor blind 
Samson. That he should have lost his eyes was terrible; that he 
should have lost his strength was worse; but that he should have 
lost the favour of God for awhile; that he should become the sport 
of God's enemies, was the worst of all. Over this indeed we might 
weep.
   Now, why have I narrated this story? Why should I direct your 
attention to Samson? For this reason. Every child of God is a 
consecrated man. His consecration is not typified by any outward 
symbol; we are not commanded to let our hair grow for ever, nor to 
abstain from meats or drinks. The Christian is a consecrated man, 
but his consecration is unseen by his fellows, except in the outward 
deeds which are the result thereof.
   And now I want to speak to you, my dear friends, as consecrated 
men, as Nazarites, and I think I shall find a lesson for you in the 
history of Samson. My first point shall be the strength of the 
consecrated, for they are strong men; secondly, the secret of their 
strength; thirdly, the danger to which they are exposed; and 
fourthly, the disgrace which will come upon them if they fall into 
this danger.

I. First, THE STRENGTH OF THE CONSECRATED MAN. Do 
you know that the strongest man in all the world is a consecrated 
man? Even though he may consecrate himself to a wrong object, 
yet if it be a thorough consecration, he will have strength—strength 
for evil, it may be, but still strength. In the old Roman wars with 
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Pyrrhus, you remember an ancient story of self-devotion. There was 
an oracle which said that victory would attend that army whose 
leader should give himself up to death. Decius the Roman Consul, 
knowing this, rushed into the thickest of the battle, that his army 
might overcome by his dying. The prodigies of valour which he 
performed are proofs of the power of consecration. The Romans at 
that time seemed to be every man a hero, because every man was a 
consecrated man. They went to battle with this thought—"I will 
conquer or die; the name of Rome is written on my heart; for my 
country I am prepared to live, or for that to shed my blood." And no 
enemies could ever stand against them. If a Roman fell there were 
no wounds in his back, but all in his breast. His face, even in cold 
death, was like the face of a lion, and when looked upon it was of 
terrible aspect. They were men consecrated to their country; they 
were ambitious to make the name of Rome the noblest word in 
human language; and consequently the Roman became a giant. And 
to this day let a man get a purpose within him, I care not what his 
purpose is, and let his whole soul be absorbed by it, and what will 
he not do? You that are "everything by turns and nothing long," that 
have nothing to live for, soulless carcases that walk this earth and 
waste its air, what can you do? Why nothing. But the man who 
knows what he is at, and has his mark, speeds to it "Like an arrow 
from a bow shot by an archer strong." Nought can turn him aside 
from his design. How much more is this true if I limit the 
description to that which is peculiar to the Christian—consecration 
to God! Oh! what strength that man has who is dedicated to God! Is 
there such an one here? I know there is. I know that there be many 
who have consecrated themselves to the Lord God of Israel in the 
secret of their chamber; and who can say in their hearts,

"Tis done; the great transaction's done
I am my Lord's, and he is mine.
He drew me, and I followed on,
Glad to obey the voice divine."

Now, the man that can say that, and is thoroughly consecrated to 
God; be he who he may or what he may, he is a strong man, and 
will work marvels.
   Need I tell you of the wonders that have been done by 
consecrated men? You have read the stories of olden times, when 
our religion was hunted like a partridge on the mountains. Did you 
never hear how consecrated men and women endured unheard-of 
pangs and agonies? Have you not read how they were cast to the 
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lions, how they were sawn in sunder, how they languished in 
prisons, or met with the swifter death of the sword? Have you not 
heard how they wandered about in sheeps' skins and goats' skins, 
destitute, afflicted, tormented, of whom the world was not worthy? 
Have you not heard how they defied tyrants to their face, how, 
when they were threatened, they dared most boldly to laugh at all 
the threats of the foe—how at the stake they clapped their hands in 
the fire, and sang psalms of triumph when men, worse than fiends, 
were jeering at their miseries? How was this? What made women 
stronger than men, and men stronger than angels? Why this,—they 
were consecrated to God. They felt that every pang which rent their 
heart was giving glory to God, that all the pains they endured in 
their bodies were but the marks of the Lord Jesus, whereby they 
were proven to be wholly dedicated unto him. Nor in this alone has 
the power of the consecrated ones been proved. Have you never 
heard how the sanctified ones have done wonders? Read the stories 
of those who counted not their lives dear unto them, that they might 
honour their Lord and Master by preaching his Word, by telling 
forth the gospel in foreign lands. Have you not heard how men have 
left their kindred and their friends, and all that life held dear—have 
crossed the stormy sea, and have gone into the lands of the heathen, 
where men were devouring one another? Have you not known how 
they have put their foot upon that country, and have seen the ship 
that conveyed them there fading away in the distance, and yet 
without a fear have dwelt amongst the wild savages of the woods, 
have walked into the midst of them, and told them the simple story 
of the God that loved and died for man? You must know how those 
men have conquered, how those, who seemed to be fiercer than 
lions, have crouched before them, have listened to their words, and 
have been converted by the majesty of the gospel which they 
preached. What made these men heroes? What enabled them to 
rend themselves away from all their kith and kin, and banish 
themselves into the land of the stranger? It was because they were 
consecrated, thoroughly consecrated to the Lord Jesus Christ. What 
is there in the world which the consecrated man cannot do? Tempt 
him; offer him gold and silver; carry him to the mountain top, and 
show him all the kingdoms of the world, and tell him he shall have 
all these if he will bow down and worship the god of this world. 
What saith the consecrated man? "Get thee behind me, Satan; I 
have more than all this which thou dost offer me; this world is 
mine, and worlds to come; I despise the temptation; I will not bow 
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before thee." Let men threaten a consecrated man, what does he 
say? "I fear God, and, therefore, I cannot fear you; if it be right in 
your sight to obey man rather than God, judge ye; but, as for me, I 
will serve none but God." You may, perhaps, have seen in your life 
a consecrated man. Is he a public character? What cannot he do? He 
preaches the gospel, and at once a thousand enemies assail him; 
they attack him on every side; some for this thing, and some for 
that; his very virtues are distorted into vices, and his slightest faults 
are magnified into the greatest crimes. He has scarce a friend; the 
very ministers of the gospel shun him; he is reckoned to be so 
strange that every one must avoid him. What does he do? Within 
the chamber of his own heart he holds conference with his God, and 
asks himself this question—am I right? Conscience gives the 
verdict,—yes, and the Spirit bears witness with his spirit that 
conscience is impartial. "Then," says he, "come fair, come foul, if I 
am right,—neither to the right hand nor to the left will I turn." 
Perhaps he feels in secret what he will not express in public. He 
feels the pang of desertion, obloquy, and rebuke; he cries—

"If on my face, for thy dear name,
Shame and reproach shall be,
I'll hail reproach, and welcome shame,
If thou'lt remember me."

   As for himself in public, none can tell that he careth for any of 
these things; for he can say with Paul—"None of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto me that I may win Christ and 
finish my course with joy." What cannot a consecrated man do? I 
do believe if he had the whole world against him, he would prove 
more than a match for them all. He would say—"Heaps upon heaps, 
with the jaw-bone of an ass, have I slain my thousand men." I care 
not how violent may be his foe; nor how great may be the 
advantage which that foe may get on him: though the lion may have 
crouched for the spring, and may be leaping upon him, yet will he 
rend him as a kid, for he is more than a conqueror through him that 
loved him. He is alone such, who is wholly consecrated unto the 
Lord Jesus Christ.
   "But," says some one, "can we be consecrated to Christ? I thought 
that was for ministers only." Oh, no, my brethren; all God's children 
must be consecrated men. What are you? Are you engaged in 
business? If you are what you profess to be, your business must be 
consecrated to God. Perhaps you have no family whatever, and you 
are engaged in trade, and are saving some considerable sum a-year; 
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let me tell you the example of a man thoroughly consecrated to 
God. There lives in Bristol, (name unknown), a man whose income 
is large; and what does he do with it? He labours in business 
continually that this income may come to him, but of it, every 
farthing every year is expended in the Lord's cause except that 
which he requires for the necessaries of life. He makes his 
necessities as few as possible, that he may have the more to give 
away. He is God's man in his business. I do not exhort you to do the 
same. You may be in a different position; but a man who has a 
family, and is in business, should be able to say—"Now, I make so 
much from my business; my family must be provided for—but I 
seek not to amass riches. I will make money for God and I will 
spend it in his cause. Did I not say, when I joined the church—

"All that I am, and all I have,
Shall be for ever thine;
Whate'er my duty bids me give,
My cheerful hands resign."

   And if I said it, I meant it." I do not understand some Christian 
people who sing that hymn, and then pinch, screw, and nip 
anything when it comes to God's cause. If I sing that, I mean it. I 
would not sing it unless I did. If I join the church, I understand that 
I give myself and all that I have up to that church; I would not make 
a lying profession; I would not make an avowal of a consecration 
which I did not mean. If I have said, "I am Christ's;" by his grace I 
will be Christ's. Brethren, you in business may be as much 
consecrated to Christ as the minister in his pulpit; you may make 
your ordinary transactions in life a solemn service of God. Many a 
man has disgraced a cassock, and many another has consecrated a 
smockfrock: many a man has defiled his pulpit cushions, and many 
another has made a cobbler's lapstone holiness unto the Lord. 
Happy the man who is consecrated unto the Lord; where'er he is, he 
is a consecrated man, and he shall do wonders.
   It has often been remarked that in this age we are all little men. A 
hundred years ago, or more, if we had gone through the churches, 
we might have readily found a number of ministers of great note. 
But now we are all little men, the drivelling sons of nobodies; our 
names shall never be remembered, for we do nothing to deserve it. 
There is scarce a man alive now upon this earth; there are plenty to 
be found who call themselves men, but they are the husks of men, 
the life has gone from them, the precious kernel seems to have 
departed. The littleness of Christians of this age results from the 
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littleness of their consecration to Christ. The age of John Owen was 
the day of great preachers; but let me tell you, that that was the age 
of great consecration. Those great preachers whose names we 
remember, were men who counted nothing their own: they were 
driven out from their benefices, because they could not conform to 
the Established Church, and they gave up all they had willingly to 
the Lord. They were hunted from place to place; the disgraceful 
five-mile act would not permit them to come within five miles of 
any market town; they wandered here and there to preach the 
gospel to a few poor sheep, being fully given up to their Lord. 
Those were foul times; but they promised they would walk the road 
fair or foul, and they did walk it knee deep in mud; and they would 
have walked it if it had been knee deep in blood too. They became 
great men; and if we were, as they were, wholly given up to God—
if we could say of ourselves, "From the crown of my head to the 
sole of my foot, there is not a drop of blood that is not wholly 
God's; all my time, all my talents, everything I have is God's"—if 
we could say that, we should be strong like Samson, for the 
consecrated must be strong.

II. Now, in the second place, THE SECRET OF THEIR 
STRENGTH. What makes the consecrated man strong? Ah! 
beloved; there is no strength in man of himself. Samson without his 
God was but a poor fool indeed. The secret of Samson's strength 
was this—as long as he was consecrated he should be strong; so 
long as he was thoroughly devoted to his God, and had no object 
but to serve God, (and that was to be indicated by the growing of 
his hair) so long, and no longer, would God be with him to help 
him. And now you see, dear friends, that if you have any strength to 
serve God, the secret of your strength lies in the same place. What 
strength have you save in God? Ah! I have heard some men talk as 
if the strength of free will, of human nature, was sufficient to carry 
men to heaven. Free will has carried many souls to hell, but never a 
soul to heaven yet. No strength of nature can suffice to serve the 
Lord aright. No man can say that Jesus is the Christ but by the Holy 
Ghost. No man can come to Christ except the Father that hath sent 
Christ doth draw him. If, then, the first act of Christian life is 
beyond all human strength, how much more are those higher steps 
far beyond any one of us? Do we not utter a certain truth when we 
say in the words of Scripture, "Not that we are sufficient of 
ourselves to think anything as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of 
God." I think every one who has a really quickened soul will sooner 
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or later be made to feel this. Ay! I question whether a man can be 
converted a day without finding out his own weakness. It is but a 
little space before the child finds that he can stand alone so long as 
God his Father takes him by the arms and teaches him to go, but 
that if his Father's hand be taken away he has no power to stand, but 
down he falls at once. See Samson without his God, going out 
against a thousand men. Would they not laugh at him? and with 
scarcely time to express his terror, he would flee, or be rent in 
pieces. Imagine him without his God, locked up in Gaza, the gates 
fast closed. He goes out into the streets to escape; but how can he 
clear a passage? He is caught like a wild bull in a net; he may go 
round and round the walls, but where shall be his deliverance? 
Without his God he is but as other men. The secret of his strength 
lies in his consecration, and in the strength which is its result. 
Remember, then, the secret of your strength. Never think that you 
have any power of your own; rely wholly upon the God of Israel; 
and remember that the channel through which that strength must 
come to you must be your entire consecration to God.

III. In the third place, What is THE PECULIAR DANGER OF A 
CONSECRATED MAN? His danger is that his locks may be shorn, 
that is to say, that his consecration may be broken. As long as he is 
consecrated he is strong; break that, he is weak as water. Now there 
are a thousand razors with which the devil can shave off the locks 
of a consecrated man without his knowing it. Samson is sound 
asleep; so clever is the barber that he even lulls him to sleep as his 
fingers move across the pate, the fool's pate, which he is making 
bare. The devil is cleverer far than even the skilful barber; he can 
shave the believer's locks while he scarcely knows it. Shall I tell 
you with what razors he can accomplish this work? Sometimes he 
takes the sharp razor of pride, and when the Christian falls asleep 
and is not vigilant, he comes with it and begins to run his fingers 
upon the Christian's locks, and says, "What a fine fellow you are! 
What wonders you have done! Didn't you rend that lion finely? 
Wasn't it a great feat to smite those Philistines hip and thigh? Ah 
you will be talked-of as long as time endures for carrying those 
gates of Gaza away. You need not be afraid of anybody." And so on 
goes the razor, lock after lock falling off, and Samson knows it not. 
He is just thinking within himself, "How brave am I! How great am 
I!" Thus works the razor of pride—cut, cut, cut away—and he 
wakes up to find himself bald, and all his strength gone. Have you 
never had that razor upon your head? I confess I have on mine. 
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Have you never, after you have been able to endure afflictions, heard a 
voice saying to you, "How patient you were!" After you have cast aside 
some temptation, and have been able to keep to the unswerving course of 
integrity, has not Satan said to you, "That is a fine thing you have done; 
that was bravely done." And all the while you little knew that it was the 
cunning hand of the evil one taking away your locks with the sharp razor 
of pride. For mark, pride is a breach of our consecration. As soon as I 
begin to get proud of what I do, or what I am, what am I proud of? Why, 
there is in that pride the act of taking away from God his glory. For I 
promised that God should have all the glory, and is not that part of my 
consecration? and I am taking it to myself. I have broken my 
consecration; my locks are gone, and I become weak. Mark this, 
Christian—God will never give thee strength to glorify thyself with. God 
will give thee a crown, but not to put on thine own head. As sure as ever 
a Christian begins to write his feats, and his triumphs upon his own 
escutcheon, and take to himself the glory, God will lay him level with the 
dust.
   Another razor he also uses is self-sufficiency. "Ah," saith the devil as he 
is shaving away your locks, "You have done a very great deal. You see 
they bound you with green withes, and you snapped them in sunder, they 
merely smelt the fire and they burst. Then they took new ropes to bind 
you; ah! you overcame even them; for you snapped the ropes in sunder as 
if they had been a thread. Then they weaved the seven locks of your 
head, but you walked away with loon, and web too, beam and all. You 
can do anything, don't be afraid: you have strength enough to do 
anything; you can accomplish any feat you set your will upon." How 
softly the devil will do all that; how will he be rubbing the poll while the 
razor is moving softly along and the locks are dropping off, and he is 
treading them in the dust. "You have done all this, and you can do 
anything else." Every drop of grace distils from heaven. O my brethren, 
what have we that we have not received? Let us not imagine that we can 
create might wherewith to gird ourselves. "All my springs are in thee." 
The moment we begin to think that it is our own arm that has gotten us 
the victory, it will be all over with us—our locks of strength shall be 
taken away, and the glory shall depart from us. So, you see, self-
sufficiency, as well as pride, may be the razor with which the enemy may 
shave away our strength.
   There is yet another, and a more palpable danger still. When a 
consecrated man begins to change his purpose in life and live for 
himself—that razor shaves clean indeed. There is a minister; when he 
first began his ministry he could say, "God is my witness I have but one 
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object, that I may free my skirts from the blood of every one of my 
hearers, that I may preach the gospel faithfully and honour my Master."    
In a little time, tempted by Satan, he changes his tone and talks like this, 
"I must keep my congregation up. If I preach such hard doctrine, they 
won't come. Did not one of the newspapers criticise me, and did not 
some of my people go away from me because of it? I must mind what I 
am at. I must keep this thing going. I must look out a little sharper, and 
prone my speech down. I must adopt a little gentler style, or preach a 
new-fashioned doctrine; for I must keep my popularity up. What is to 
become of me if I go down? People will say, 'Up like a rocket, down like 
the stick;' and then shall all my enemies laugh." Ah, when once a man 
begins to care so much as a snap of the finger about the world, it is all 
over with him. If he can go to his pulpit, and say, "I have got a message 
to deliver; and whether they will hear or whether they will not hear, I will 
deliver it as God puts it into my mouth; I will not change the dot of an i, 
or the cross of a t for the biggest man that lives, or to bring in the 
mightiest congregation that ever sat at minister's feet"—that man is 
mighty. He does not let human judgments move him, and he will move 
the world. But let him turn aside, and think about his congregation, and 
how that shall be kept up; ah Samson! how are thy locks shorn? What 
canst thou do now? That false Delilah has destroyed thee—thine eyes are 
put out, thy comfort is taken away, and thy future ministry shall be like 
the grinding of an ass around the continually revolving mill; thou shalt 
have no rest or peace ever afterwards. Or let him turn aside another way. 
Suppose he should say, "I must get preferment, or wealth, I must look 
well to myself, I must see my nest feathered, that must he the object of 
my life." I am not now speaking of the ministry merely, but of all the 
consecrated; and as sure as ever we begin to make self the primary object 
of our existence our locks are shorn. "Now," says the Lord, "I gave that 
man strength, but not to use it for himself. Then I put him into a high 
position, but not that he might clothe himself about with glory; I put him 
there that he might look to my cause, to my interests; and if he does not 
do that first, down he shall go." You remember Queen Esther: she is 
exalted from being a simple humble maiden, to become the wife of the 
great monarch—Ahasuerus. Well, Haman gets a decree against her 
nation, that it shall be destroyed. Poor Mordecai comes to Esther, and 
says, "You must go in to the king and speak to him." "Well," says she, 
"but if I do I shall die." "Ah," says he, "If thou altogether holdest thy 
peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to 
the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be 
destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
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such a time as this?" Esther was not made Queen Esther that she might 
make herself glorious, but that she might be in a position to save the 
Jews; and now if she prefers herself before her country then it is all over 
with her—Vashti's fate shall be as nothing compared with her 
destruction.
   And so, if you live in this world, and God prospers you, you get 
perhaps into some position, and you say, "Here I am; I will look out for 
myself; I have been serving the church before, but now I will look to 
myself a little." "Come, come," says human nature; "you must look after 
your family," (which means, you must look after yourself). Very well, do 
it sir, as your main object, and you are a ruined man. "Seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these shall be added to 
you." If you keep your eye single, your whole body shall be full of light. 
Though you seemed as if you had shut out half the light by having that 
single eye, yet your body shall be full of light. But begin to have two 
masters, and two objects to serve, and you shall serve neither; you shall 
neither prosper for this world, nor for that which is to come. Oh, 
Christian, above all things take care of thy consecration. Ever feel that 
thou art wholly given up to God, and to God alone.

IV. And now, lastly, there is THE CHRISTIAN'S DISGRACE. His locks 
are cut off. I have seen him, young as I am, and you with grey hairs upon 
your brows have seen him oftener than I; I have seen him in the ministry. 
He spake like an angel of God; many there were that regarded him, and 
did hang upon his lips; he seemed to be sound in doctrine and earnest in 
manner. I have seen him turn aside; it was but a little thing,—some slight 
deviation from the ancient orthodoxy of his fathers, some slight violation 
of the law of his church. I have seen him, till he has given up doctrine 
after doctrine, until, at last, the very place wherein he preached has 
become a bye-word and a proverb; and the man is pointed out by the 
grey-headed sire to his child as a man who is to be looked upon with 
suspicion; who, if he lectures, is to be heard with caution; and if he 
preaches, is not to be listened to at all. Have you not seen him? What 
disgrace was there! What a fall! The man who came out in the camps of 
Dan, and seemed to be moved by the Spirit of the Lord, has become the 
slave of error. He has gone into the very camps of the enemy, and there 
he is now, grinding in the mill for the Philistine, whom he ought to have 
been striking with his arm. Now there are two ways of accounting for 
this. Such a man is either a thorough hypocrite or a fallen believer. 
Sometimes, people say of persons who turn aside to sin, "There now; 
look, there is a Christian fallen,—a child of God fallen." It is something 
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like the vulgar, when at night they see a bright light in the sky, and say, 
"Ah, there is a star fallen." It was not a star; the stars are all right. Take a 
telescope; they are every one there. The Great Bear has not lost a star out 
of it's tail; and if you look, there is the belt of Orion all safe, and the 
dagger has not dropped out of it. What is it, then? We do not know 
exactly what it is. Perhaps it may be a few gases up there for a little 
while, that have burst, and that is all; or some wandering substance cast 
down,—and quite time that it should be. But the stars are all right. So, 
depend upon it, the children of God are always safe. Now these men who 
have turned aside and broken their consecration vow, are pointed at as a 
disgrace to themselves and dishonour to the church. And you who are 
members of Christ's church, you have seen men who stood in your ranks 
as firm soldiers of the cross, and you have noticed them go out, from us, 
"because they were not of us," or like poor Samson, you have seen them 
go to their graves with the eyes of their comfort put out, with the feet of 
their usefulness bound with brazen fetters, and with the strength of their 
arms entirely departed from them. Now, do any of you wish to be 
backsliders? Do you wish to betray the holy profession of your religion? 
My brethren, is there one among you who this day makes a profession of 
love to Christ, who desires to be an apostate? Is there one of you who 
desires like Samson to have his eyes put out, and to be made to grind in 
the mill? Would you, like David, commit a great sin, and go with broken 
bones to the grave? would you, like Lot, be drunken, and fall into lust? 
No, I know what you say, "Lord, let my path be like the eagle's flight; let 
me fly upwards to the sun, and never stay and never turn aside. Oh, give 
me grace that I may serve thee, like Caleb, with a perfect heart, and that 
from the beginning even to the end of my days, my course may be as the 
shining light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day." Ay, I 
know what is your desire. How, then, shall it be accomplished? Look 
well to your consecration; see that it is sincere; see that you mean it, and 
then look up to the Holy Spirit, after you have looked to your 
consecration, and beg of him to give you daily grace; for as day-by-day 
the manna fell, so must you receive daily food from on high. And, 
remember, it is not by any grace you have in you, but by the grace that is 
in Christ, and that must be given to you hour by hour, that you are to 
stand, and having done all, to be crowned at last as a faithful one, who 
has endured unto the end. I ask your prayers that I may be kept faithful to 
my Lord; and on the other hand, I will offer my earnest prayers, that you 
may serve him while he lends you breath, that when your voice is lost in 
death, you may throughout a never ending immortality, praise him in 
louder and sweeter strains.
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And as for you that have not given yourselves to God, and are not 
consecrated to him, I can only speak to you as to Philistines, and warn 
you, that the day shall come when Israel shall be avenged upon the 
Philistines. You may be one day assembled upon the roof of your 
pleasures, enjoying yourselves in health and strength; but there is a 
Samson—called Death, who shall pull down the pillars of your 
tabernacle, and you must fall and be destroyed—and great shall be the 
ruin. May God give you grace that you may be consecrated to Christ; so 
that living or dying, you may rejoice in him, and may share with him the 
glory of his Father.


