
Sowing the Word

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline
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Gideon’s Victory over the Philistines (8:1—32)
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-MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary, “Judges 



Daily Bible Study
Thursday, January 26th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 16
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 53-54

T
H
U
R
S

DAY

1. What did Samson take with him from Gaza?
2. How did Samson humiliate the Philistines?



Daily Bible Study
Friday, January 27th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 16
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 55-56

F
R
I

DAY

1. What did the Philistine rulers offer Delilah in exchange for the secret 
to Samson's strength?

   



Daily Bible Study
Saturday, January 28th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 16
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 57-58

S
A
T
U
R

DAY

1. What is God showing you in this chapter of Judges?
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Daily Bible Study
Sunday, January 29th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 16
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 59-60

S
U
N

DAY

     
 1. What is the significance of Samson's hair?
  2. What happened when his hair was gone?
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Daily Bible Study
Monday, January 30th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 16
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 61-62

M
O
N

DAY

1. What happened to Samson when the Philistines captured him?
2. How can this relate to you when you feel you are not as close to 

God as you should be?
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday, January 31st, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 16
Daily Bible Reading: Psalm 63-64

T
U
E
S

DAY

1. What was Samson's final victory over the Philistines?
2. What happened to Samson during this victory?
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Daily Bible Study
Wednesday, February 1st, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 16

W
E
D
N
E
S

DAY

1. What lesson does God have for you in this chapter of Judges?
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

JUDGES 15

When life is motivated by retaliation, the consequences 
are usually painful. Responding to Samson’s anger, his 
intended father-in-law retaliated by giving away Samson’s 
bride. Then Samson retaliated by burning the Philistines’ 
harvest, and the Philistines in turn burned the bride and her 
father. Who finally won?

Then the men of Judah became frightened and tried to 
get Samson out of the way. They would rather compromise 
with the enemy than declare war. Had Samson been a 
spiritual man, and not just a fighter, he could have led them 
forth to victory, but he preferred to work alone and not as the 
leader of a crusade.

All it took was thirst to remind Samson of his weakness 
and his total dependence on God. Had he prayed as 
earnestly for character as he did for physical help, he would 
have been a better man and a more successful judge. Like 
the prodigal son, he prayed, “Give me!” but he never did 
pray, “Make me!” (Luke 15:12, 19).
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Judges 15
Written By: Matthew Henry

Samson, when he courted an alliance with the Philistines, did but seek an occasion against them. 
Now here we have a further account of the occasions he took to weaken them, and to avenge, not his own, 
but Israel’s quarrels, upon them. Everything here is surprising; if any thing be thought incredible, because 
impossible, it must be remembered that with God nothing is impossible, and it was by the Spirit of the Lord 
coming upon him that he was both directed to and strengthened for those unusual ways of making war. From 
the perfidiousness of his wife and her father, he took occasion to burn their corn. From the Philistines’ 
barbarous cruelty to his wife and her father, he took occasion to smite them with a great slaughter. From the 
treachery of his countrymen, who delivered him bound to the Philistines, he took occasion to kill 1000 of them 
with the jaw-bone of an ass. From the distress he was then in for want of water, God took occasion to show 
him favour in a seasonable supply (v. 18–20).

    The repulse he met with her father forbade him to come near her; for truly he had married her to 
another. He endeavours to justify himself in this wrong: I verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her. A very 
ill opinion he had of Samson, measuring that Nazarite by the common temper of the Philistines; could he think 
worse of him than to suspect that, because he was justly angry with his wife, he utterly hated her, and, 
because he had seen cause to return to his father’s house for a while, therefore he had abandoned her for 
ever? Yet this is all he had to say in excuse of this injury. Thus he made the worst of jealousies to patronize 
the worst of robberies. But it will never bear us out in doing ill to say, “We thought others designed ill.  He 
endeavours to pacify Samson by offering him his younger daughter, whom, because the handsomer, he 
thought Samson might accept, in full recompence for the wrong. See what confusions those did admit and 
bring their families to that were not governed by the fear and law of God, marrying a daughter this week to one 
and next week to another, giving a man one daughter first and then another. Samson scorned his proposal; he 
knew better things than to take a wife to her sister, Lev. 18:18.

The revenge Samson took upon the Philistines for this abuse. Had he designed herein only to plead 
his own cause he would have challenged his rival, and would have chastised him and his father-in-law only. 
But he looks upon himself as a public person, and the affront as done to the whole nation of Israel, for 
probably they put this slight upon him because he was of that nation, and pleased themselves with it, that they 
had put such an abuse upon an Israelite; and therefore he resolves to do the Philistines a displeasure, and 
does not doubt but this treatment which he had met with among them would justify him in it.  Now shall I be 
more blameless than the Philistines. He had done what became him in offering to be reconciled to his wife, 
but, she having rendered it impracticable, now they could not blame him if he showed his just resentment. 
Note, When differences arise we ought to do our duty in order to the ending of them, and then, whatever the ill 
consequences of them may be, we shall be blameless. Now the way Samson took to be revenged on them 
was by setting their corn-fields on fire, which would be a great weakening and impoverishing to the country. 
We never find Samson, in any of his exploits, making use of any person whatsoever, either servant or soldier, 
therefore, in this project, he chose to make use of foxes as his incendiaries. They had injured Samson by their 
subtlety and malice, and now Samson returns the injury by subtle foxes and mischievous fire-brands. By the 
meanness and weakness of the animals he employed, he designed to put contempt upon the enemies he 
fought against. This stratagem is often alluded to to show how the church’s adversaries, that are of different 
interests and designs among themselves, that look and draw contrary ways in other things, yet have often 
united in a fire-brand, some cursed project or other, to waste the church of God, and particularly to kindle the 
fire of division in it. 2. The mischief he hereby did to the Philistines was very great. It was in the time of wheat 
harvest (v. 1), so that the straw being dry it soon burnt the shocks of corn that were cut, and the standing corn, 
and the vineyards and olives. This was a waste of the good creatures, but where other acts of hostility are 
lawful destroying the forage is justly reckoned to be so: if he might take away their lives, he might take away 
their livelihood. And God was righteous in it: the corn, and the wine, and the oil, which they had prepared for 
Dagon, to be a meat-offering to him, were thus, in the season thereof, made a burnt-offering to God’s justice.


