
Sowing the Word

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Daily Bible Study
Thursday, February 2nd, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 17-18
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 65-66

T
H
U
R
S

DAY

1. How would you describe Micah's mother?
2. Why did Micah admit to taking the money from his mother? 



Daily Bible Study
Friday, February 3rd, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 17-18
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 67-68

F
R
I

DAY

1. What did Micah do with the image and idol made from the money he 
returned to his mother?

   



Daily Bible Study
Saturday, February 4th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 17-18
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 69-70

S
A
T
U
R

DAY

1.  What did the people of Israel do when they had no king?
2. How does this relate to the people of today?
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Daily Bible Study
Sunday, February 5th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 17-18
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 71-72

S
U
N

DAY

     
 1. What were the men of Dan looking for?

    2. What did they find when they arrived at Ephraim?
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Daily Bible Study
Monday, February 6th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 17-18
Daily Bible Reading: Psalms 73-74

M
O
N

DAY

1. What was the priest's real concern when the men of Dan came and 
took Micah's sacred objects from  his shrine?

2. Do our concerns sometime have a underlying motive?
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday, February 7th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 17-18
Daily Bible Reading: Psalm 75-76

T
U
E
S

DAY

1. What was Micah's reaction to the thieves of Dan?
2. What irony do we see in this?
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Daily Bible Study
Wednesday, February 8th, 2012

Passage for today: Judges 17-18

W
E
D
N
E
S

DAY

1. What lineage do we see the Levite priest, Jonathan, come from?
2. Why would his ancestors disapprove of his behavior?
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

JUDGES 17
There is an old saying: “As goes the home, so goes the nation.” If that is 

true, Israel was in trouble; for everything about this home violated the law of 
God.

The family was devoted to idolatry. The son had established his own 
priesthood and was a thief, and the mother was guilty of speaking both 
curses and blessings (James 3:9–10). She was concerned more about her 
money than about her son’s character.

The Levite was far more guilty than they were because he was 
especially called of God and was trained in the Law. He was not God’s 
servant; he was a hireling. When offered a better situation by the Danites, he 
took it!

What a vivid example of Do-It-Yourself Religion! But is the situation any 
different today? People ignore Isaiah 8:20 and do what is right in their own 
eyes.

JUDGES 18
Corruption in the home will eventually spread to society; in this case, it 

spread to a whole tribe. False doctrine is like yeast: it grows quietly in secret 
and affects everything it touches (Gal. 5:7–9).

The Danites had claimed their inheritance (Josh. 19:40–48), but the 
enemy’s invasion had forced them to relocate. Had the tribes stayed true to 
God, the enemy would not have dispossessed them, and they could have 
enjoyed their inheritance.

What a way to find a new home! The Danites kidnapped the hireling 
priest of the false religion and stole the idols. Then they killed innocent 
people who were living in ignorant isolation, a dangerous thing in that day. 
The climax came when they set up their own center of idolatrous worship, in 
open disobedience to the Word of God.

They were living in a place where there was “no lack of anything that is 
on the earth” (v. 10); yet they lacked everything that God wanted to give 
them from heaven. Their false prosperity gave them false security that could 
not last.



Judges 17
Written By: Matthew Henry

Here we have Micah and his mother quarrelling. The son robs the mother. The old woman had hoarded  
a great sum of money, 1100 pieces of silver. It is likely she intended, when she died, to leave it to her 
son: in the mean time it did her good to look upon it, and to count it over. He knows where to find his 
mother’s cash, thinks he has more need of it than she has, cannot stay till she dies, and so takes it 
away privately for his own use. It was the love of money that made Micah so undutiful to his mother as 
to rob her, and made her so unkind and void of natural affection to her son as to curse him if he had it 
and concealed it. Outward losses drive good people to their prayers, but bad people to their curses. 
This woman’s silver was her god.  Micah and his mother reconciled.  The son was so terrified with his 
mother’s curses that he restored the money. Though he had so little grace as to take it, he had so much 
left as not to dare to keep it when his mother had sent a curse after it. He cannot believe his mother’s 
money will do him any good without his mother’s blessing, nor dares he deny the theft when he is 
charged with it, nor retain the money when it is demanded by the right owner. It is best not to do evil, but 
it is next best, when it is done, to undo it again by repentance, confession, and restitution.  The mother 
was so pleased with her son’s repentance that she recalled her curses, and turned them into prayers for 
her son’s welfare: Blessed be thou of the Lord, my son. When those that have been guilty of a fault 
appear to be free and ingenuous in owning it they ought to be commended for their repentance, rather 
than still be condemned and upbraided for their fault.  Micah and his mother agreeing to turn their 
money into a god, and set up idolatry in their family; and this seems to have been the first instance of 
the revolt of any Israelite from God and his instituted worship after the death of Joshua and the elders 
that out-lived him, and is therefore thus particularly related. And though this was only the worship of the 
true God by an image, against the second commandment, yet this opened the door to the worship of 
other gods, Baalim and the groves, against the first and great commandment. 

Judges 18
Idolatry crept into the family of Micah, as we read in the preceding chapter, and it was translated thence 
into the tribe of Dan.  It gained a settlement in a city of note; for how great a matter does a little fire 
kindle! The tribe of Dan had their lot assigned them last of all the tribes, and, it happening to be too 
strait for them, a considerable city in the utmost corner of Canaan northward was added to it. “Let them 
get it, and take it;’ ’ it was called Laish or Leshem, Jos. 19:47. Now here we are told how they sent spies 
to bring them an account of the place, who, by the way, got acquainted with Micah’s priest. What an 
encouraging report these spies brought back. What forces were sent to conquer Laish, how they, by the 
way, plundered Micah of his gods, how easily they conquered Laish and, when they had it, set up the 
graven image in it.  The eye which these Danites had upon Laish, not the whole tribe of Dan, but one 
family of them, to whose lot, in the subdivision of Canaan, that city fell. Hitherto this family had 
sojourned with their brethren, who had taken possession of their lot, which lay between Judah and the 
Philistines, and had declined going to their own city, because there was no king in Israel to rule over 
them.  The enquiry which this family of the Danites made concerning Laish: They sent five men to 
search the land (v. 2), that they might know the character of the country, whether it was an inheritance 
worth going so far for, and the posture of the people, whether the making of themselves masters of it 
was a thing practicable, what force was necessary in order thereunto, and which was the best way of 
making an attack upon it.  The observation which the spies made upon the city of Laish, and the posture 
of its inhabitants, v. 7. Never was place so ill governed and so ill guarded, which would make it a very 
easy prey to the invader.  It is only God’s grace that can renew men’s depraved minds and turn their 
hearts; but the magistrate’s power may restrain their bad practices and tie their hands, so that the 
wickedness of the wicked may not be either so injurious or so infectious as otherwise it would be. 
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