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Outline
REVIEW AND PREVIEW (1:1—3:6)

Looking Back (1:1—2:10)

Looking Forward (2:11—3:6)

THE TIMES OF THE JUDGES (3:7—16:31)

Othniel (3:7—11)

Ehud (3:12—30)

Shamgar (3:31)

Deborah and Barak (Chaps. 4,5)

Their Story in Prose (Chap. 4)

Their Story in Song (Chap. 5)

Gideon (6:1—8:32)

Gideon’s Call to Service (Chap. 6)

Gideon’s Three Hundred (Chap. 7)

Gideon’s Victory over the Philistines (8:1—32)

Abimelech’s Usurpation (8:33—9:57)

Tola and Jair (10:6—18)

Jephthah (10:6—12:7)

Israel’s Misery (10:6—18)

Jephthah’s Defense of Israel (1:1—28)

Jephthah’s Vow (11:29—40)



Jephthah Slays the Ephramiteds(12:1—7)

Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon (12:8-15)

Samson (Chaps. 13—16)

Samson’s Godly Heritage (Chap. 13)

Samson’s Feast and Riddle (Chap. 14)

Samson’s Reprisals (Chap. 15)

Samson Duped by Delilah (Chap. 16)

RELIGIOUS, MORAL, AND POLITICAL DECAY (Chaps. 17—21)

Micah’s Religious Establishment (Chap. 17)

Micah and the Danites (Chap. 18)

The Levite and His Conqubine (Chap. 19)

The War and Benjamin (Chaps. 20,21)

-MacDonald, William, Believer’s Bible Commentary, “Judges 



Daily Bible Study
Thursday, October 20th, 2011

Passage for today: Judges 3

T
H
U
R
S

DAY

1. What are the main things that happen in Judges 3?
2. What is God showing you in this chapter?



Daily Bible Study
Friday ,October 21st, 2011

Passage for today: Judges 3
Daily Bible Reading: 2 Chronicles 31-32

F
R
I

DAY

1. What were the reasons the Lord did not completely drive out the 
nations before Israel?  What can this teach us about the Lord’s 
intentions toward us? 



Daily Bible Study
Saturday ,October 22nd,  2011

Passage for today: Judges 3
Daily Bible Reading: 2 Chronicles 33-34

S
A
T
U
R

DAY

1. What was the significance of war for Israel?  What are the 
applications for us in this chapter concerning war??
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Daily Bible Study
Sunday, October 23rd, 2011

Passage for today: Judges 3
Daily Bible Reading: 2 Chronicles 35-36

S
U
N

DAY

The great lesson of this book, then, is that we must take God seriously 
about the enemy. Jesus Christ has come to save us from our sins -- 
not to allow us to settle down to live all our lives with them. He has 
come to drive them out from us and to separate us from them. If we do 
not take God seriously about these things that we call trivial we will 
experience an inevitable sequence, taking us step by step away from 
the intervening grace of God, onward to a course that brings us at last 
to moral collapse."

- Ray Stedman on Judges
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Daily Bible Study
Monday ,October 24th, 2011

Passage for today: Judges 3
Daily Bible Reading: Mark 1-2

M
O
N

DAY

1. What distinctive characteristics and details do we see of the first two 
Judges (deliverers) that God raised up?  
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday ,October 25th, 2011

Passage for today: Judges 3
Daily Bible Reading: Mark 3-4

T
U
E
S

DAY

1. What was it that empowered these judges?  What does this teach us 
about the power of God’s Spirit in our lives?
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Daily Bible Study
Wednesday ,October 25th, 2011

Passage for today: Judges 3

W
E
D
N
E
S

DAY
1. What has come together in this chapter as you read this week?
2. What questions do you have that remain?
3. What is the main thing God is showing you in this chapter? 
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Judges 3
The presence of the enemy in the land was an opportunity for teaching, 
testing, and trusting. The younger generation could learn how to fight, and 
that would keep them from taking their inheritance for granted. God could test 
His people and encourage them to trust Him for victory. Even though the 
tribes had failed to drive out the enemy, God was still with His people and 
wanted to help them.
God’s people must live in the world, but they must not live like the world. 
Israel forgot the Lord and adopted the ways of the enemy. It began with 
intermarriage, which led to the worship of idols. After all, when you visit your 
in-laws, you must be polite to their gods!
How humiliating that the pagan nations Israel imitated were used as the 
instruments of God’s discipline! The conquerors were now the conquered. 
They regretted their sufferings, but they did not repent of their sins. They 
experienced a painful cycle of disobedience, discipline, despair, and 
deliverance, only to go back into disobedience again.

The Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament is generally agreed to be 
our Lord Jesus Christ who came to earth temporarily on occasion to 
deliver special messages or to accomplish special tasks. Among 
others, He ministered to Hagar (Gen. 16), Abraham (Gen. 22), Jacob 
(Gen. 31:11), and Moses (Exod. 3), and He appeared to Joshua (Josh. 
5:13–15). Though we do not recognize them, the angels minister to 
God’s people today (Heb. 1:14), and the Lord Jesus is with us as we 
walk with Him (Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5–6).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Jdg 3:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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"I have a message from God unto thee."
Judges 3:20

Written By: F B Meyer
Taken From: Our Daily Homily

God’s Messages are often secret. — When Eglon was assured that 
Ehud had brought a Divine message, which could only be delivered in 
secret, “a secret errand” (Judges 3:19), he fearlessly bade all his 
retinue go forth from the audience chamber. And in utter loneliness the 
one passed to the other the message of death. So there are crises in 
our lives when God’s messengers bring us the secret message, in 
which none can intrude or interfere.

God’s Messages must be received with, reverence. — When Ehud said, 
“I have a message for thee,” Eglon rose out of his seat. This was a mark 
of respect, the attitude of attention. It is with similar awe that we should 
ever wait for the revelation of the Divine will. “What saith my Lord unto 
his servant?”

God’s Messages leap out from unexpected quarters. — Ehud was left-
handed; his sword was therefore on his right side, and he appeared 
unarmed. No one dreamed of looking for his sword, except on his left 
side; he was therefore allowed to pass unchallenged into the presence 
of the king. So Nathan strode into David’s presence, who thought his 
sin was undiscovered, and said, “Thou art the man.” Cultivate this 
surprise with sinners.

God’s Messages are sharp as a two-edged sword, and cause death. — 
A scimitar is sharp at the edge, and blunt at the back to strike; whilst a 
two-edged sword is made to pierce. God’s Word pierces as a two-
edged sword to the dividing of soul and spirit in the recesses of the 
being, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. When 
the Eglon of self has received its death-wound, the glad trumpet of 
freedom is blown on the hills.


