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Ruth 4

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)

Sowing the Word
         ______________________________________________

         _______________________________________________
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Outline
  I.  Introduction (1:1–17)
   1:1–7 Salutation
   1:8–17  Explanation

  II. The Gospel: Needed (1:18-3:21)
1:1-17 Gospel is the power of God for salvation 
1:18-32 Ungodly people need the gospel
2:1-17 Good people need the gospel
2:18-3:8 Religious people need the gospel
3:9-20 Everyone needs the gospel - all are guilty 

  III.  The Gospel: Declared - Justification (3:21-5:21) 
3:21-31 Salvation explained - by faith
4 Salvation illustrated - in Abraham
5:1-11 Salvation enjoyed - peace, purpose
5:12-21 Salvation contrasted - with Adam

  IV. The Gospel: Lived out - Sanctification  (6-8)
  6 Freedom from Sin
  7 Problem of Sin
  8 Power over sin

  V. The Gospel: Solidness - Reconciliation (9-11)
  9    Israel’s past election 
10 Israel’s present rejection 
11 Israel’s future redemption

  VI. The Gospel: Fruitfulness - Consecration (12-5)
12 Transformed by God (12)

  13 Subjection to authority (13)
14 Consideration for the weak (14:1–15:13)

  VI.      Conclusion (15:14–16:27)
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Study Questions
for 

Ruth 4

1. Boaz called the family redeemer, along with ten of the town leaders, 
to the city gate so that he could offer him the redemption of Naomi's 
land.  The man chose not to redeem the land.  Do you think it was 
because he would not, or could not?  Why?

2. What type of woman is Ruth and why do you think that the Lord 
chose to include her in the lineage of King David and, more 
importantly, King Jesus?  How should this apply to our lives today?
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3.  The son that Boaz and Ruth had was recognized as the child that 
completed the circle of redemption for Naomi.  How is that important 
to their lineage?  How is that important for us today?

  4. How does the book of Ruth end?  What does the Lord show us 
through this book?  How does this book point to Christ?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Five times in the first two verses we read about people sitting down. It was to be a 
deliberate and final transaction; Boaz was to pay the price to redeem Ruth. When our 
Savior finished the work of redemption, He sat down (Mark 16:19; Heb. 1:3; see also 
John 19:30).

Boaz planned the marriage privately but paid the price publicly. The other kinsman 
was able to redeem but not willing. He was afraid of harming his own inheritance. 
Jesus has made us a part of His inheritance (Eph. 1:11–14). What a contrast 
between chapters 1–2 and chapter 4: from tears to joy, from hard labor to rest, from 
emptiness to fullness, from fear to peace and assurance. And the thing that made the 
difference was obeying the Word of God. When Ruth put herself at the feet of her 
redeemer and entrusted herself to him, he took over and changed everything.

In chapter 1, Ruth had nothing but her faith. In chapter 2, she lived on leftovers, and 
in chapter 3, she received generous gifts. But once she belonged to Boaz, everything 
he owned belonged to her. Ponder Ephesians 1:3 and 2 Corinthians 8:9.      

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (Ru 4:1). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

 

 

In this chapter we have the wedding between Boaz and Ruth, in the circumstances 
of which there was something uncommon, which is kept upon record for the 
illustration, not only of the law concerning the marrying of a brother’s widow (Deu. 
25:5, etc.), for cases help to expound laws, but of the gospel too, for from this 
marriage descended David, and the Son of David, whose espousals to the Gentile 
church were hereby typified. We are here told, I. How Boaz got clear of his rival, and 
fairly shook him off (v. 1–8). II. How his marriage with Ruth was publicly solemnized, 
and attended with the good wishes of his neighbours (v. 9–12). III. The happy issue 
that descended from this marriage, Obed, the grandfather of David (v. 13–17). And 
so the book concludes with the pedigree of David (v. 18–22). Perhaps it was to oblige 
him that the blessed Spirit directed the inserting of this story in the sacred canon, he 
being desirous that the virtues of his great-grandmother Ruth, together with her 
Gentile extraction and the singular providences that attended her, should be 
transmitted to posterity.  Boaz calls a court immediately. It is probable he was himself 
one of the elders (or aldermen) of the city; for he was a mighty man of wealth. 
Perhaps he was father of the city, and sat chief; for he seems here to have gone up 
to the gate as one having authority, and not as a common person; like Job, ch.29:7, 
etc. We cannot suppose him less than a magistrate in his city who was grandson to 
Nahshon, prince of Judah; and his lying at the end of a heap of corn in the threshing-
floor the night before was not at all inconsistent, in those days of plainness, with the 
honour of his sitting judge in the gate. But why was Boaz so hasty, why so fond of the 
match? Ruth was not rich, but lived upon alms; not honourable, but a poor stranger. 
She was never said to be beautiful; if ever she had been so, we may suppose that 
weeping, and travelling, and gleaning, had withered her lilies and roses. But that 
which made Boaz in love with her, and solicitous to expedite the affair, was that all 
her neighbours agreed she was a virtuous woman. This set her price with him far 
above rubies (Prov. 31:10); and therefore he thinks, if by marrying her he might do 
her a real kindness, he should also do himself a very great kindness. He will 
therefore bring it to a conclusion immediately. It was not court-day, but he got ten 
men of the elders of the city to meet him in the town-hall over the gate, where public 
business used to be transacted, v. 2. So many, it is probable, by the custom of the 
city, made a full court. Boaz, though a judge, would not be judge in his own cause, 
but desired the concurrence of other elders. Honest intentions dread not a public 
cognizance. 2. He summons his rival to come and hear the matter that was to be 
proposed to him (v. 1): “Ho, such a one, sit down here.’ ’ He called him by his name, 
no doubt, but the divine historian thought not fit to record it, for, because he refused 
to raise up the name of the dead, he deserved not to have his name preserved to 
future ages in this history. 
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Providence favoured Boaz in ordering it so that this kinsman should come by thus 
opportunely, just when the matter was ready to be proposed to him. Great affairs 
are sometimes much furthered by small circumstances, which facilitate and 
expedite them. 3. He proposes to the other kinsman the redemption of Naomi’s 
land, which, it is probable, had been mortgaged for money to buy bread with when 
the famine was in the land (v. 3): “Naomi has a parcel of land to sell, namely, the 
equity of the redemption of it out of the hands of the mortgagee, which she is willing 
to part with;’ ’ or, as some think, it was her jointure for her life, and, wanting money, 
for a small matter she would sell her interest to the heir at law, who was fittest to be 
the purchaser. This he gives the kinsman legal notice of (v. 4), that he might have 
the refusal of it. Whoever had it must pay for it, and Boaz might have said, “My 
money is as good as my kinsman’s; if I have a mind to it, why may not I buy it 
privately, since I had the first proffer of it, and say nothing to my kinsman?’ ’ No, 
Boaz, though fond enough of the purchase, would not do so mean a thing as to 
take a bargain over another man’s head that was nearer a-kin to it; and we are 
taught by his example to be not only just and honest, but fair and honourable, in all 
our dealings, and to do nothing which we are unwilling should see the light, but be 
above-board. 4. The kinsman seemed forward to redeem the land till he was told 
that, if he did that, he must marry the widow, and then he flew off. He liked the land 
well enough, and probably caught at that the more greedily because he hoped that 
the poor widow being under a necessity of selling he have so much the better 
bargain: “I will redeem it’ ’ (said he) “with all my heart,’ ’ thinking it would be a fine 
addition to his estate, v. 4. But Boaz told him there was a young widow in the case, 
and, if he have the land, he must take her with it, Terra transit cum onere—The 
estate passes with this incumbrance; either the divine law or the usage of the 
country would oblige him to it, or Naomi insisted upon it that she would not sell the 
land but upon this condition, v. 5.  

Boaz now sees his way clear, and therefore delays not to perform his promise 
made to Ruth that he would do the kinsman’s part, but in the gate of the city, before 
the elders and all the people, publishes a marriage-contract between himself and 
Ruth the Moabitess, and therewith the purchase of all the estate that belonged to 
the family of Elimelech. If he had not been (ch.2:1) a mighty man of wealth, he 
could not have compassed this redemption, nor done this service to his kinsman’s 
family. What is a great estate good for, but that it enables a man to do so much the 
more good in his generation, and especially to those of his own household, if he 
have but a heart to use it so! Now concerning this marriage it appears,



Now concerning this marriage it appears, I. That it was solemnized, or at least 
published, before many witnesses, v. 9, 10. “You are witnesses,’ ’ 1. “That I have 
bought the estate. Whoever has it, or any part of it, mortgaged to him, let him 
come to me and he shall have his money, according to the value of the land,’ ’ 
which was computed by the number of years to the year of jubilee (Lev. 25:15), 
when it would have returned of course to Elimelech’s family. The more public the 
sales of estates are the better they are guarded against frauds. 2. “That I have 
purchased the widow to be my wife.’ ’ He had no portion with her; what jointure she 
had was encumbered, and he could not have it without giving as much for it as it 
was worth, and therefore he might well say he purchased her; and yet, being a 
virtuous woman, he reckoned he had a good bargain. House and riches are the 
inheritance of fathers, but a prudent wife is more valuable, is from the Lord as a 
special gift. He designed, in marrying her, to preserve the memory of the dead, that 
the name of Mahlon, though he left no son to bear it up, might not be cut off from 
the gate of his place, but by this means might be preserved, that it should be 
inserted in the public register that Boaz married Ruth the widow of Mahlon, the son 
of Elimelech, which posterity, whenever they had occasion to consult the register, 
would take particular notice of. And this history, being preserved for the sake of 
that marriage and the issue of it, proved an effectual means to perpetuate the 
name of Mahlon, even beyond the thought or intention of Boaz, to the world’s end. 
And observe that because Boaz did this honour to the dead, as well as this 
kindness to the living, God did him the honour to bring him into the genealogy of 
the Messiah, by which his family was dignified above all the families of Israel; while 
the other kinsman, that was so much afraid of diminishing himself, and marring his 
inheritance, by marrying the widow, has his name, family, and inheritance, buried 
in oblivion and disgrace. A tender and generous concern for the honour of the 
dead and the comfort of poor widows and strangers, neither of which can return 
the kindness (Lu. 14:14), is sure what God will be well pleased with and will surely 
recompense. Our Lord Jesus is our Goel, our Redeemer, our everlasting 
Redeemer. He looked, like Boaz, with compassion on the deplorable state of fallen 
mankind. At a vast expense he redeemed the heavenly inheritance for us, which 
by sin was mortgaged, and forfeited into the hands of divine justice, and which we 
should never have been able to redeem.  Ruth is hereby brought in among the 
ancestors of David and Christ, which was the greatest honour. The genealogy is 
here drawn from Pharez, through Boaz and Obed, to David, and so leads towards 
the Messiah, and therefore it is not an endless genealogy.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: Complete and 
unabridged in one volume (Ru 4:13–22). Peabody: Hendrickson.


