
October 11th - October 17th, 2012

1 Samuel 1

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 1

1. Hannah was reduced to tears, and would not even eat because of     
her sorrow that Peninnah would bestow upon her.  Has there been 
a situation where someone has made you feel inadequate for 
something that wasn't even your fault?  How did you deal with that?  
Did you take that before God and let Him deal with it?

2. Hannah made a vow to God that if He would give her a son, she 
would give him back to the Lord for his entire lifetime.  This shows 
her strong dedication.  Is your dedication that of one that you will 
keep your word, not only to God, but to others?



5

3.  In verses 17-18, because the blessing from Eli is from God's high 
priest, it provided assurance that Hannah's prayer would be 
answered and that is why she was "no longer sad".  Do we receive 
blessings from a "high priest" today?  Does that restore your joy, 
knowing Jesus is interceding to the Father, our petitions?

  4. Because the Lord answered her prayer, Hannah brought sacrifical     
offerings, along with Samuel, to be offered to the Lord.  She kept 
her promise she had made.  What do we "sacrifice" when our 
prayers are answered?  Are we as faithful as Hannah in giving 
something so precious to us to our Lord?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus

September2/2007
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Grace. The name Hannah means “grace,” and she needed God’s grace to handle 
her burdens. Unfortunately, the home was divided, her rival provoked her, and she 
was childless. Out of this kind of sorrow and disappointment, God often builds great 
faith and sends special blessings. (See 1 Pet. 5:10.)

Faith. When you consider her situation at home and also the way Eli treated her, you 
find it remarkable that Hannah had any faith at all. But she did not become bitter 
against God, as Naomi had done (Ruth 1:19–22), nor did she create problems in the 
home. She asked God for a son, and God answered her prayer. No wonder Samuel 
(“heard by God”) was a great man of prayer. Look at the mother God gave him!

Obedience. Hannah’s vow was not a “bargain” with the Lord but an expression of 
devotion: she would give her firstborn to God and not redeem him with a sacrifice 
(Exod. 13:11–16). A mother’s prayers and a father’s encouragement (vv. 21–23, 28) 
changed the destiny of an entire nation. Never underestimate the power of prayer or 
the value of one godly home.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 1:1). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

 

 

The history of Samuel here begins as early as that of Samson did, even before he 
was born, as afterwards the history of John the Baptist and our blessed Saviour. 
Some of the scripture-worthies drop out of the clouds, as it were, and their first 
appearance is in their full growth and lustre. But others are accounted for from the 
birth, and from the womb, and from the conception. What God says of the prophet 
Jeremiah is true of all: “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee,’ ’ Jer. 1:5. But 
some great men were brought into the world with more observation than others, and 
were more early distinguished from common persons, as Samuel for one. God, in 
this matter, acts as a free agent. The story of Samson introduces him as a child of 
promise, Jdg. 13. But the story of Samuel introduces him as a child of prayer. 
Samson’s birth was foretold by an angel to his mother; Samuel was asked of God by 
his mother. Both together intimate what wonders are produced by the word and 
prayer. Samuel’s mother was Hannah, the principal person concerned in the story of 
this chapter. I. Here is her affliction—she was childless, and this affliction aggravated 
by her rival’s insolence, but in some measure balanced by her husband’s kindness 
(v. 1–8). II. The prayer and vow she made to God under this affliction, in which Eli the 
high priest at first censured her, but afterwards encouraged her (v. 9–18). III. The 
birth and nursing of Samuel (v. 19–23) IV. The presenting of him to the Lord (v. 24–
28).
We have here an account of the state of the family into which Samuel the prophet 
was born. His father’s name was Elkanah, a Levite, and of the family of the 
Kohathites (the most honourable house of that tribe) as appears, 1 Chr. 6:33, 34. His 
ancestor Zuph was an Ephrathite, that is, of Bethlehem-Judah, which was called 
Ephrathah, Ruth, 1:2. There this family of the Levites was first seated, but one 
branch of it, in process of time, removed to Mount Ephraim, from which Elkanah 
descended. Micah’s Levite came from Bethlehem to Mount Ephraim, Jdg. 17:8. 
Perhaps notice is taken of their being originally Ephrathites to show their alliance to 
David. This Elkanah lived at Ramah, or Ramathaim, which signifies the double 
Ramah, the higher and lower town, the same with Arimathea of which Joseph was, 
here called Ramathaim-zophim. Zophim signifies watchmen; probably they had one 
of the schools of the prophets there, for prophets are called watchmen: the Chaldee 
paraphrase calls Elkanah a disciple of the prophets. But it seems to me that it was in 
Samuel that prophecy revived, before his time there being, for a great while, no open 
vision, ch.3:1. Nor is there any mention of a prophet of the Lord from Moses to 
Samuel, except Jdg. 6:8. So that we have no reason to think that there was any 
nursery or college of prophets here till Samuel himself founded one, ch. 19:19, 20.
This is the account of Samuel’s parentage, and the place of his nativity. Let us now 
take notice of the state of the family.
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It was a devout family. All the families of Israel should be so, but Levites’ families in 
a particular manner. Ministers should be patterns of family religion. Elkanah went 
up at the solemn feasts to the tabernacle at Shiloh, to worship and to sacrifice to 
the Lord of hosts. I think this is the first time in scripture that God is called the Lord 
of hosts—Jehovah Sabaoth, a name by which he was afterwards very much called 
and known. Probably Samuel the prophet was the first that used this title of God, 
for the comfort of Israel, when in his time their hosts were few and feeble and those 
of their enemies many and mighty; then it would be a support to them to think that 
the God they served was Lord of hosts, of all the hosts both of heaven and earth; 
of them he has a sovereign command, and makes what use he pleases of them. 
Elkanah was a country Levite, and, for aught that appears, had not any place or 
office which required his attendance at the tabernacle, but he went up as a 
common Israelite, with his own sacrifices, to encourage his neighbours and set 
them a good example. When he sacrificed he worshipped, joining prayers and 
thanksgivings with his sacrifices. In this course of religion he was constant, for he 
went up yearly. And that which made it the more commendable in him was, 1. That 
there was a general decay and neglect of religion in the nations. Some among 
them worshipped other gods, and the generality were remiss in the service of the 
God of Israel, and yet Elkanah kept his integrity; whatever others did, his resolution 
was that he and his house should serve the Lord. 

Yet it was a divided family, and the divisions of it carried with them both guilt and 
grief. Where there is piety, it is a pity but there should be unity. The joint-devotions 
of a family should put an end to divisions in it.  That which followed upon this error 
was that the two wives could not agree. They had different blessings: Peninnah, 
like Leah, was fruitful and had many children, which should have made her easy 
and thankful, though she was but a second wife, and was less beloved; Hannah, 
like Rachel, was childless indeed, but she was very dear to her husband, and he 
took all occasions to let both her and others know that she was so, and many a 
worthy portion he gave her (v. 5), and this should have made her easy and 
thankful. But they were of different tempers: Peninnah could not bear the blessing 
of fruitfulness, but she grew haughty and insolent; Hannah could not bear the 
affliction of barrenness, but she grew melancholy and discontented: and Elkanah 
had a difficult part to act between them.

Elkanah kept up his attendance at God’s altar notwithstanding this unhappy 
difference in his family, and took his wives and children with him, that, if they could 
not agree in other things, they might agree to worship God together. If the 
devotions of a family prevail not to put an end to its divisions, yet let not the 
divisions put a stop to the devotions.



The return of Elkanah and his family to their own habitation, when the days 
appointed for the feast were over, v. 19. Observe how they improved their time at 
the tabernacle. Every day they were there, even that which was fixed for their 
journey home, they worshipped God; and they rose up early to do it. It is good to 
begin the day with God. Let him that is the first have the first. They had a journey 
before them, and a family of children to take with them, and yet they would not stir 
till they had worshipped God together. Prayer and provender do not hinder a 
journey. They had spent several days now in religious worship, and yet they 
attended once more. We should not be weary of well-doing.  The birth and name of 
this desired son. At length the Lord remembered Hannah, the very thing she 
desired (v. 11), and more she needed not desire, that was enough, for then she 
conceived and bore a son. Though God seem long to forget his people’s burdens, 
troubles, cares, and prayers, yet he will at length make it to appear that they are 
not out of his mind. This son the mother called Samuel, v. 20. Some make the 
etymology of this name to be much the same with that of Ishmael—heard of God, 
because the mother’s prayers were remarkably heard, and he was an answer to 
them. Others, because of the reason she gives for the name, make it to signify 
asked of God. It comes nearly to the same; she designed by it to perpetuate the 
remembrance of God’s favour to her in answering her prayers. Thus she designed, 
upon every mention of his name, to take the comfort to herself and to give God the 
glory of that gracious condescension.  The close attendance Hannah gave to the 
nursing of him, not only because he was dear to her, but because he was devoted 
to God, and for him she nursed him herself, and did not hang him on another’s 
breast. We ought to take care of our children, not only with an eye to the law of 
nature as they are ours, but with an eye to the covenant of grace as they are given 
up to God. See Eze. 16:20, 21. This sanctifies the nursing of them, when it is done 
as unto the Lord. The child Samuel did his part beyond what could have been 
expected from one of his years; for of him that seems to be spoken, He 
worshipped the Lord there, that is he said his prayers. He was no doubt 
extraordinarily forward (we have known children that have discovered some sense 
of religion very young), and his mother, designing him for the sanctuary, took 
particular care to train him up to that which was to be his work in the sanctuary. 
Note, Little children should learn betimes to worship God. Their parents should 
instruct them in his worship and bring them to it, put them upon engaging in it as 
well as they can, and God will graciously accept them and teach them to do better.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: Complete and 
unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 1:19–28). Peabody: Hendrickson.


