
1 Samuel 10

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 10

1. Samuel gave Saul three "signs" that he would see on his way back to 
his home of Gibeah.  These signs were to convince Saul that he had 
in fact been chosen by God to by King.  What were the three signs, 
and how can they be an encouragment to Saul?  Can you think of 
"signs" you've been given that made you realize it was definitely 
God's plan for you?  What was your reaction?

2. Verse 9 tells us that God gave Saul a new heart.  This was the 
courage and strength to help Saul overcome his hesitancy and 
enabling him to be king. Have you ever felt the overwhelming strength 
of the Lord?  Did that give you the courage to overcome the obstacle 
in your path?
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3.   Saul puts upon Israel to choose their king by lot.  He knew who God 
had chosen, but let them "choose" so that it might please 
themselves to have a choice among every tribe and every family.  
When Saul was the chosen to be the one, he could not be found.  
Why do you think he was hiding?  

 4.   Even though they asked for a king, there were some who scorned the 
chosen king and refused to bring Saul gifts (which were given to 
show homage, political friendship or submission).  They got what 
they asked for and yet, still were not satisfied.  Have you ask God for 
something and once you've received it, realized it did not satisfy?  
This is when we then realize that only God can satisfy our every 
need.



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Saul could not understand how a man like him could lead the nation of 
Israel, so God gave him a series of “signs” to assure him for his new 
responsibilities. A leader must trust God to solve problems (vv. 1–2), to 
provide needs (vv. 3–4), and to give the power needed for service (vv. 5–
7). He must know how to hear God’s Word and wait obediently on the 
Lord (v. 8). Saul began his ministry in the strength of these assurances, 
but as time went on, he trusted more and more in himself and rebelled 
against God’s Word. His modesty in saying nothing about the kingdom (v. 
16) and his self-control in not answering his critics (v. 27) are 
commendable, but what about his hiding on coronation day? Was he 
genuinely humble, or was he unwilling to take responsibility? This much is 
sure: he did a great deal of “hiding” in the years of his leadership, but God 
found him out. As the book of Proverbs warns, “He who covers his sins 
will not prosper” (28:13).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 10:1–
11:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

We left Samuel and Saul walking together, probably some private way 
over the fields down from Ramah, perhaps in the paths of the vineyards, 
and Saul expecting to hear from Samuel the word of God. Now here we 
have, I. The anointing of Saul then and there (v. 1). The signs Samuel 
gave him (v. 2–6). And instructions (v. 7–8). II. The accomplishment of 
those signs to the satisfaction of Saul (v. 9–13). III. His return to his 
father’s house (v. 14–16). IV. His public election by lot, and solemn 
inauguration (v. 17–25). V. His return to his own city (v. 26, 27). It is a 
great work that is here a doing, the setting up not only of a monarch, but 
of monarchy itself, in Israel; and therefore in all the advances towards it 
much of God is seen.  Samuel is here executing the office of a prophet, 
giving Saul full assurance from God that he should be king, as he was 
afterwards, according to these prophecies which went before of him.
I. He anointed him and kissed him, v. 1. This was not done in a solemn 
assembly, but it was done by divine appointment, which made up the 
want of all external solemnities, nor was it ever the less valid for its 
being done in private, under a hedge, or, as the Jews say, by a fountain. 
God’s institutions are great and honourable, though the circumstances 
of their administration be ever so mean and despicable. 1. Samuel, by 
anointing Saul, assured him that it was God’s act to make him king: Is it 
not because the Lord hath anointed thee? And, in token of that, the high 
priest was anointed to his office, to signify the conferring of those gifts 
upon him that were requisite for the discharge of its duties, and the 
same was intimated in the anointing of kings; for whom God calls he 
qualifies, and suitable qualifications furnish good proof of a commission. 
These sacred unctions, then used, pointed at the great Messiah, or 
anointed one, the king of the church, and high priest of our profession, 
who was anointed with the oil of the Spirit, not by measure, but without 
measure, and above all the priests and princes of the Jewish church. It 
was common oil, no doubt, which Samuel used, and we read not of his 
blessing it or praying over it. But it was only a vial of oil that he anointed 
him with, the vessel brittle, because his kingdom would soon be cracked 
and broken, and the quantity small, because he had but little of the Spirit 
conferred upon him to what David had, who was therefore anointed with 
a horn of oil, as were Solomon and Jehu with a box of oil. 



For his further satisfaction he gives him some signs, which should 
come to pass immediately, this very day; and they were such as would 
not only confirm the word of Samuel in general, and prove him a true 
prophet, but would confirm this word to Saul in particular, that he 
should be king. 1. He should presently meet with some that would 
bring him intelligence from home of the care his father’s house was in 
concerning him, v. 2. These he would meet hard by Rachel’s 
sepulchre. The first place Samuel directed him to was a sepulchre, the 
sepulchre of one of his ancestors, for Rachel died in travail with 
Benjamin; there he must read a lecture of his own mortality, and now 
that he had a crown in his eye must think of his grave, in which all his 
honour would be laid in the dust. Here two men would meet him, 
perhaps sent on purpose to look after him, and would tell him the 
asses were found, and his father was in pain concerning him, saying, 
What shall I do for my son? He would reckon it happened well that he 
met with these messengers; and it is good to eye Providence in 
favourable conjunctures (though the matter be minute) and to be 
encouraged to trust it in greater matters. 2. He should next meet with 
others going to Bethel, where, it should seem, there was a high place 
for religious worship, and these men were bringing their sacrifices 
thither, v. 3, 4. It was a token for good to one that was designed for the 
government of Israel, wherever he came, to meet with people going to 
worship God.  Those signs which Samuel had given him came to pass 
very punctually; but that which gave him the greatest satisfaction of all 
was this, he found immediately that God had given him another heart. 
A new fire was kindled in his breast, such as he had never before been 
acquainted with: seeking the asses is quite out of his mind, and he 
thinks of nothing but fighting the Philistines, redressing the grievances 
of Israel, making laws, administering justice, and providing for the 
public safety; these are the things that now fill his head. He finds 
himself raised to such a pitch of boldness and bravery as he never 
thought he should be conscious of. He has no longer the heart of a 
husbandman, which is low, and mean, and narrow, and concerned 
only about his corn and cattle; but the heart of a statesman, a general, 
a prince. Whom God calls to any service he will make fit for it. If he 
advance to another station, he will give another heart, to those who 
sincerely desire to serve him with their power.  They came to the hill (v. 
10), that is, to Gibeah, or Geba, which signifies a hill, and so the 
Chaldee here takes it as a proper name; he met with the prophets as 
Samuel had told him, and the Spirit of God came upon him, strongly 
and suddenly (so the word signifies), but not so as to rest and abide 
upon him. 



Saul’s nomination to the throne is here made public, in a general assembly 
of the elders of Israel, the representatives of their respective tribes at 
Mizpeh. It is probable that this convention of the states was called as soon 
as conveniently it might, after Saul was anointed, for, if there must be a 
change in their government, the sooner the better: it might be of bad 
consequence to be long in the doing. The people having met in a solemn 
assembly, in which God was in a peculiar manner present (and therefore it 
is said they were called together unto the Lord, v. 17), Samuel acts for God 
among them. He reproves them for casting off the government of a 
prophet, and desiring that of a captain. 1. He shows them (v. 18) how 
happy they had been under the divine government; when God ruled them, 
he delivered them out of the hand of those that oppressed them, and what 
would they desire more? Could the mightiest man of valour do that for them 
which the Almighty God had done? 2. He likewise shows them (v. 19) what 
an affront they had put upon God (who had himself saved them out of all 
their tribulations, by his own power, and by such as he had immediately 
called and qualified) in desiring a king to save them. He tells them in plain 
terms, “You have this day rejected your God; you have in effect done it: so 
he construes it, and he might justly, for your so doing, reject you.’ ’ Those 
that can live better by sense than by faith, that stay themselves upon an 
arm of flesh rather than upon the almighty arm, forsake a fountain of living 
waters for broken cisterns. And some make their obstinacy in this matter to 
be a presage of their rejecting Christ, in casting off whom they cast off God, 
that he should not reign over them.  How did the people stand affected to 
their new king? The generality of them, it should seem, did not show 
themselves much concerned: They went every man to his own house. 
Their own domestic affairs lay nearer their hearts than any interests of the 
public; this was the general temper. But, there were some so faithful as to 
attend him: A band of men whose hearts God had touched, v. 26. Not the 
body of the people, but a small company, who because they were fond of 
their own choice of a king, or because they had so much more sense than 
their neighbours as to conclude that if he was a king he ought to be 
respected accordingly, went with him to Gibeah, as his life-guard. They 
were those whose hearts God had touched, in this instance, to do their 
duty. 

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 10:17–27). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


