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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 12

1. In verses 1-5, Samuel gives his "farwell address" to Israel, and makes 
mention of the fact that he had never wronged them.  He had a clear 
conscience when he stepped down as their leader.  Why do you think 
this was important to him?  Why was it important to Israel?  But most 
of all, why was it important to God? Have you ever been in a situation 
where you felt you were cast out for no fault of your own? What was 
your response to that?  Was God glorified?  How?

2. Samuel recalls several instances where Israel cried out to God for 
deliverence, realizing their sins and their need for Him. God was 
always faithful to hear their cry and bring them back to Himself.  In this 
instance, they are replacing God with a human king, instead of relying 
on His kingship. If this has happened in your life, what was the 
outcome of replacing God with carnal "kings"?  How has that changed 
your reliance on God?  
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3.    In verses 14-15, Samuel tells Israel to fear and worship the Lord and 
not to rebel against His commands. If they and their king (Saul) to 
this, it will show that they recognize the Lord as their God and king. 
Serving the Lord is also worshipping Him. Worship is meaningless if 
it does not result in obedience.  Has there been a time when you 
were worshipping God, but were disobedient in some area of your 
life? How was that disobedience revealed to you? How has that 
made you stronger in your faith?

 

 4.  Samuel reassures Israel that the Lord would not forsake them even 
though they have sinned against Him. He also assures them that he 
himself will not stop praying for them and will continue to teach them 
what is good and right. How is this reassurance revealed to us 
today? What are the different avenues we can take to insure we are 
continually taught the will of God? Are we taking full advantage of this 
knowledge?
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Samuel’s message was the combination of a coronation address, a revival 
sermon, and a farewell speech. He pointed out the greatness of their sin in 
asking for a king and then called for new dedication. A key theme in the address 
is witness (vv. 3, 5).
The witness of a godly leader (1–5). The people had rejected a proven godly 
leader for a man who had won only one victory and whose devotion to the Lord 
was as yet unknown. Samuel was disappointed, but he left office knowing that 
his conscience was clear.
The witness of history (6–15). The hand of the Lord was with them when they 
obeyed, but it was against them when they rebelled. Verse 14 emphasizes the 
same secret of success that God gave to Joshua (Josh. 1:8). Rebellion became 
King Saul’s besetting sin, and it cost him the kingdom (1 Sam. 15:23).
The witness of God’s power (16–18). What a man of prayer Samuel was, for it 
was most unusual to have thunder and rain at that time of year.
The witness of the covenant (19–25). The people had forsaken God, but He 
would not forsake them, for He is true to His Word. They had the assurance of 
God’s faithfulness as well as the prayers and ministry of Samuel. Had the king 
maintained his friendship with Samuel and obeyed the Word, he would have led 
the nation to victory.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 12:1). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

We left the general assembly of the states together, in the close of the 
foregoing chapter; in this chapter we have Samuel’s speech to them, when 
he resigned the government into the hands of Saul, in which,
1) He clears himself from all suspicion or imputation of mismanagement, 
while the administration was in his hands (v. 1–5). 
2) He reminds them of the great things God had done for them and for their 
fathers (v. 6–13). 
3) He sets before them good and evil, the blessing and the curse (v. 14, 
15).
 4) He awakens them to regard what he said to them, by calling to God for 
thunder (v. 16–19). 
5) He encourages them with hopes that all should be well (v. 20–25). This is 
his farewell sermon to that august assembly and Saul’s coronation sermon.
Here, Samuel gives them a short account of the late revolution, and of the 
present posture of their government, by way of preface to what he had 
further to say to them, v. 1. For his own part, he had spent his days in their 
service; he began betimes to be useful among them, and had continued 
long so: “I have walked before you, as a guide to direct you, as a shepherd 
that leads his flock (Ps. 80:1), from my childhood unto this day.’ ’ As soon 
as he was illuminated with the light of prophecy, in his early days, he began 
to be a burning and shining light to Israel; “and now my best days are done: 
I am old and gray-headed;’ ’ therefore they were the more unkind to cast 
him off, yet therefore he was the more willing to resign, finding the weight of 
government heavy upon his stooping shoulders. He was old, and therefore 
the more able to advise them, and the more observant they should have 
been of what he said, for days shall speak and the multitude of years shall 
teach wisdom; and there is a particular reverence due to the aged, 
especially aged magistrates and aged ministers. “I am old, and therefore 
not likely to live long, perhaps may never have an opportunity of speaking 
to you again, and therefore take notice of what I say.’ ’  As for his sons, 
“Behold’ ’ (says he), “they are with you, you may, if you please, call them to 
an account for any thing they have done amiss. They are present with you, 
and have not, upon this revolution, fled from their country. They are upon 
the level with you, subjects to the new king as well as you; if you can prove 
them guilty of any wrong, you may prosecute them now by a due course of 
law, punish them, and oblige them to make restitution.’ ’



As for their new king, Samuel had gratified them in setting him over 
them (v. 1): “I have hearkened to your voice in all that you said to me, 
being desirous to please you, if possible, and make you easy, though 
to the discarding of myself and family; and now will you hearken to me, 
and take my advice?’ ’ The change was now perfected: “Behold, the 
king walketh before you’ ’ (v. 2); he appears in public, ready to serve 
you in public business. Now that you have made yourselves like the 
nations in your civil government, and have cast off the divine 
administration in that, take heed lest you make yourselves like the 
nations in religion and cast off the worship of God. Samuel, having 
sufficiently secured his own reputation, instead of upbraiding the 
people upon it with their unkindness to him, sets himself to instruct 
them, and keep them in the way of their duty, and then the change of 
the government would be the less damage to them. He reminds them 
of the great goodness of God to them and to their fathers, gives them 
an abstract of the history of their nation, that, by the consideration of 
the great things God had done for them, they might be for ever 
engaged to love him and serve him. “Come,’ ’ says he (v. 7), “stand 
still, stand in token of reverence when God is speaking to you, stand 
still in token of attention and composedness of mind, and give me 
leave to reason with you.’ ’ Religion has reason on its side, Isa. 1:18. 
The work of ministers is to reason with people, not only to exhort and 
direct, but to persuade, to convince men’s judgments, and so to gain 
their wills and affections. Let reason rule men, and they will be good. 
He reasons of the righteous acts of the Lord, that is, “both the benefits 
he hath bestowed upon you, in performance of his promises, and the 
punishments he has inflicted on you for your sins.’ ’ His favours are 
called his righteous acts (Jdg. 5:11), because in them he is just to his 
own honour. He not only puts them in mind of what God had done for 
them in their days, but of what he had done of old, in the days of their 
fathers, because the present age had the benefit of God’s former 
favours. We may suppose that his discourse was much larger than as 
here related. 1. he reminds them of their deliverance out of Egypt. Into 
that house of bondage Jacob and his family came down poor and little; 
when they were oppressed they cried unto God, who advanced Moses 
and Aaron, from mean beginnings, to be their deliverers, and the 
founders of their state and settlement in Canaan, v. 6, 8. 2. He reminds 
them of the miseries and calamities which their fathers brought 
themselves into by forgetting God and serving other gods, v. 9. They 
enslaved themselves, for they were sold as criminals and captives into 
the hand of oppressors. 



To convince the people of their sin in desiring a king. They were now 
rejoicing before God in and with their king (ch.11:15), and offering to God 
the sacrifices of praise, which they hoped God would accept; and this 
perhaps made them think that there was no harm in their asking a king, but 
really they had done well in it. Therefore Samuel here charges it upon them 
as their sin, as wickedness, great wickedness in the sight of the Lord. Note, 
Though we meet with prosperity and success in a way of sin, yet we must 
not therefore think the more favourably of it. They have a king, and if they 
conduct themselves well their king may be a very great blessing to them, 
and yet Samuel will have them perceive and see that their wickedness was 
great in asking a king. We must never think well of that which God in his 
law frowns upon, though in his providence he may seem to smile upon it. 
The expressions of God’s displeasure against them for asking a king. At 
Samuel’s word, God sent prodigious thunder and rain upon them, at a 
season of the year when, in that country, the like was never seen or known 
before. Thunder and rain have natural causes and sometimes terrible 
effects. But Samuel made it to appear that this was designed by the 
almighty power of God on purpose to convince them that they had done 
very wickedly in asking a king; not only by its coming in an unusual time, in 
wheat-harvest, and this on a fair clear day, when there appeared not to the 
eye any signs of a storm, but by his giving notice of it before. Had there 
happened to be thunder and rain at the time when he was speaking to 
them, he might have improved it for their awakening and conviction, as we 
may in a like case; but, to make it no less than a miracle, before it came, he 
spoke to them of it. He had before told them to stand and hear, but 
because he did not see that his reasoning with them affected them (so 
stupid were they and unthinking), now he bids them stand and see. If what 
he said in a still small voice did not reach their hearts, nor his doctrine 
which dropped as the dew, they shall hear God speaking to them in 
dreadful claps of thunder and the great rain of his strength. He appealed to 
this as a sign: “I will call upon the Lord, and he will send thunder, will send 
it just now, to confirm the word of his servant, and to make you see that I 
spoke truly when I told you that God was angry with you for asking a king.’ ’ 

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 12:16–25). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


