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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 14

1. In verse 6, it seems that Jonathan had no guarantee of survival, but 
he offered himself as a willing instrument in God's hands for His use. 
God would grant the victory, despite the odds. Are you a willing 
instrument to be used of God? How has God's favor worked in the 
victories in your life? Has this affected your approach on battles you 
encounter?

2. Saul forced an oath to his men that they not partake of any food, 
before he had taken full revenge on his enemies. The fact that he 
refers to the Philistines and his enemies instead of their enemies 
reflects his self-centered pride. What happens when self is elevated 
above others needs? What is the outcome of such selfishness? What 
is our source of self-less-ness?
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  3. Saul was ready to attack the Philistines without consulting with the 
Lord first. The priest is the one who told him he needed to "draw 
near to God" before proceeding. Are there times we rush in to 
conquer what lies before us without first asking God what He would 
have us to do? Do we usually find defeat when doing so? How has 
God shown Himself faithful even when we are not?

    4. This chapter ends by saying when Saul saw a young man who was 
brave and strong, he would take him for himself, or draft him into his 
army. This is what Samuel had warned about a king - that he would 
take people as well as possessions. Are there things in our lives that 
would be considered "kings", that rule over us? How does that affect 
our relationship with the King of Kings? 
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Jonathan was the true leader in Israel, not Saul. The contrast between the 
two is striking. Saul was sitting while Jonathan was attacking the enemy. 
Saul trusted his growing army, but Jonathan trusted God and did not 
depend on numbers (v. 6). Saul watched things happen, but Jonathan 
made things happen.

Saul tried to impress people with an oath, but Jonathan did what was 
necessary to fight the battle. Saul weakened the army; Jonathan 
strengthened the army and challenged it to new victories.

Saul was great on words but weak on deeds. (See Matt. 7:21–29.)

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 14:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

We left the host of Israel in a very ill posture, in the close of the foregoing 
chapter; we saw in them no wisdom, nor strength, nor goodness, to give us 
ground to expect any other than that they should all be cut off by the army 
of the Philistines; yet here we find that infinite power which works without 
means, and that infinite goodness which gives without merit, glorified in a 
happy turn to their affairs, that still Samuel’s words may be made good: 
“The Lord will not forsake his people, for his great name’s sake,’ ’ (12:22). 
In this chapter we have, I. The host of the Philistines trampled upon, and 
triumphed over, by the faith and courage of Jonathan, who unknown to his 
father (v. 1–3), with his armour-bearer only, made a brave attack upon 
them, encouraging himself in the Lord his God (v. 4–7). He challenged them 
(v. 8–12), and, upon their acceptance of the challenge, charged them with 
such fury, or rather such faith, that he put them to flight, and set them one 
against another (v. 13–15), which gave opportunity to Saul and his forces, 
with other Israelites, to follow the blow, and gain a victory (v. 16–23). II. The 
host of Israel troubled and perplexed by the rashness and folly of Saul, who 
adjured the people to eat no food till night, which 1. Brought Jonathan to a 
praemunire (v. 24–30). 2. Was a temptation to the people, when the time of 
their fast had expired, to eat with the blood, (v. 31–35). Jonathan’s error, 
through ignorance, had like to have been his death, but the people rescued 
him (v. 36–46). III. In the close we have a general account of Saul’s exploits 
(v. 47, 48) and of his family (v. 49–52). The goodness of God in restraining 
the Philistines, who had a vast army of valiant men in the field, from falling 
upon that little handful of timorous trembling people that Saul had with him, 
whom they would easily have swallowed up at once. It is an invisible power 
that sets bounds to the malice of the church’s enemies, and suffers them 
not to do that which we should think there is nothing to hinder them from. 
The weakness of Saul, who seems here to have been quite at a loss, and 
unable to help himself. 1. He pitched his tent under a tree, and had but 600 
men with him, v. 2. Where were now the 3000 men he had chosen, and put 
such a confidence in? ch.13:2. Those whom he trusted too much to failed 
him when he most needed them. He durst not stay in Gibeah, but got into 
some obscure place, in the uttermost part of the city, under a pomegranate-
tree, under Rimmon (so the word is), Ha-Rimmon, that Rimmon near 
Gibeah, in the caves of which those 600 Benjamites that escaped his 
themselves, Jdg. 20:47.



We have here the prosecution and improvement of the wonderful 
advantages which Jonathan and his armour-bearer gained against the 
Philistines. The Philistines were, by the power of God, set against one 
another. They melted away like snow before the sun, and went on beating 
down one another (v. 16), for (v. 20) every man’s sword was against his 
fellow. When they fled for fear, instead of turning back upon those that 
chased them, they reckoned those only their enemies that stood in their 
way, and treated them accordingly. The Philistines were very secure, 
because all the swords and spears were in their hands. Israel had none 
except what Saul and Jonathan had. But now God showed them the folly 
of that confidence, by making their own swords and spears the instruments 
of their own destruction, and more fatal in their own hands than if they had 
been in the hands of Israel. The Israelites were hereby animated against 
them. Notice was soon taken of it by the watchmen of Saul, those that 
stood sentinel at Gibeah, v. 16. They were aware that the host of the 
enemy was in great confusion, and that a great slaughter was made 
among them, and yet, upon search, they found none of their own forces 
absent, but only Jonathan and his servant (v. 17), which no doubt greatly 
animated them, and assured them that it could be no other than the Lord’s 
doing, when there was no more of man’s doing than what those two could 
do against a great host. Saul began to enquire of God, but soon desisted. 
His spirit had not come down so far as to allow him to consult Samuel, 
though, it is probable, he was near him; for we read (ch.13:15) that he had 
come to Gibeah of Benjamin; but he called for the ark (v. 18), desiring to 
know whether it would be safe for him to attack the Philistines, upon the 
disorder they perceived them to be in. Many will consult God about their 
safety that would never consult him about their duty. But, perceiving by his 
scouts that the noise in the enemy’s camp increased, he commanded the 
priest that officiated to break off abruptly: “Withdraw thy hand (v. 19), 
consult no more, wait no longer for an answer.’ ’ He was very unwise 
indeed if (as some think) he forbade him to lift up his hands in prayer; for 
when Joshua was actually engaged with Amalek Moses continued still to 
lift up his hands.



The people rescued Jonathan out of his father’s hands, v. 45. Hitherto they 
had expressed themselves very observant of Saul. What seemed good to 
him they acquiesced in, v. 36, 40. But, when Jonathan is in danger, Saul’s 
word is no longer a law to them, but with the utmost zeal they oppose the 
execution of his sentence: “Shall Jonathan die—that blessing, that darling, of 
his country? Shall that life be sacrificed to a punctilio of law and honour which 
was so bravely exposed for the public service, and to which we owe our lives 
and triumphs? No, we will never stand by and see him thus treated whom 
God delights to honour.’ ’ It is good to see Israelites zealous for the protection 
of those whom God has made instruments of public good. Saul had sworn 
that Jonathan should die, but they oppose their oath to his, and swear he 
shall not die: “As the Lord liveth there shall not only not his head, but not a 
hair of his head fall to the ground;’ ’ they did not rescue him by violence, but 
by reason and resolution; and Josephus says they made their prayer to God 
that he might be loosed from the curse. They pleaded for him that he has 
wrought with God this day; that is, “he has owned God’s cause, and God has 
owned his endeavours, and therefore his life is too precious to be thrown 
away upon a nicety.’ How he levied his army: When he saw any strong 
valiant man, that was remarkably fit for service, he took him unto him (v. 52), 
as Samuel had told them the manner of the king would be (ch.8:11); and, if 
he must have a standing army, it was his prudence to fill it up with the ablest 
men he could make choice of. It is supposed that he acted only defensively 
against those that used to invade the borders of Israel; and withersoever he 
turned himself, as there was occasion, he vexed them, by checking and 
disappointing them .But the enemies he struggled most with were the 
Philistines, with whom he had sore war all his days, v. 52. He had little 
reason to be proud of his royal dignity, nor had any of his neighbours cause 
to envy him, for he had little enjoyment of himself after he took the kingdom. 
He could not vex his enemies without some vexation to himself, such thorns 
are crowns quilted with.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 14:47–52). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


