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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 17

1. Verses 4-7 describe Goliath's terrifying size and extremely heavy 
armor.  Although he was a fully armored warrior with great stature, he 
did not have God on his side. Is there a giant troubling your life? How 
does having God stand with you make a difference in your battles?
How has the Lord shown Himself faithful in your ability to overcome 
such an enormous obstacle? 

2. When the Spirit of the Lord came upon Saul, he was fearless. But     
when the Spirit departed from him, his courage failed and the Israelites 
were terrified. How does our reliance on God affect our courage to 
stand against our fears? What impact does this have on our testimony 
to others?
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  3. When David went out to see his brothers, Goliath (as he had done for 
forty days) came out to taunt the army of Israel. The Israelite army 
still fled in fear, but David was willing to stand against him and fight 
for God's people. How far into the battlefield are we willing to go to 
fight for what we know would honor our Lord? David asked what 
reward he would receive for killing Goliath. What is our reward for 
killing our giants? How does this impact our efforts?

  4. Eliab's jealousy of David was so deep that he would rather see 
Goliath triumph over Israel than David triumph over Goliath. 
Resentment can cause us to be far removed from God and the 
blessings He wishes to bestow upon us. How can we avoid these 
feelings of covetousness? What effects does jealousy have on our 
well-being? How has God helped us through times such as these? 
What lessons does He have for us during these times?
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Opportunities. God had prepared David for this occasion, for the private 
victories make possible the public victories (vv. 34–37). A seemingly trivial 
errand led to a challenging situation that brought glory to God and 
recognition to David. Be prepared; you never know when your opportunity 
will come.
Saul was losing strength, but David was growing in power; and Saul’s 
diminishment would continue until Saul’s tragic death. Saul stood head 
and shoulders above everybody else, but he was not big enough to meet 
Goliath. David was a man of faith, and God gave him spiritual stature. 
Great faith makes great men and women. David’s only desire was to 
glorify the God of Israel (vv. 45–47).
Obstacles. Whenever you step out by faith, other people will often put 
obstacles in your way. David’s brother ridiculed him (v. 28) and Saul 
bluntly told David, “You are not able!” (v. 33). Then Saul said, “If you must 
do it, do it my way,” and he encumbered David with his heavy armor. 
David had to ignore the obstacles and keep his faith in the Lord. He had 
to do God’s work in the way God wanted him to do it.

David and the Lord Jesus

David is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of David. He was born 
in Bethlehem and misunderstood by his family; he was an obedient son 
and a conquering hero. The name David means “beloved,” and Jesus is 
the Father’s “beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17). David was anointed king long 
before he took the throne and ruled, and our Lord is King of kings even 
though He is not yet reigning on this earth. Like David, our Lord has had 
to experience rejection and exile before reigning.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 17:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

David is the man whom God now delights to honour, for he is a man after 
his own heart. We read in the foregoing chapter how, after he was anointed, 
Providence made him famous in the court; we read in this chapter how 
Providence made him much more famous in the camp, and, by both, not 
only marked him for a great man, but fitted him for the throne for which he 
was designed. In the court he was only Saul’s physician; but in the camp 
Israel’s champion; there he fairly fought, and beat Goliath of Gath. In the 
story observe what a noble figure Goliath made, and how daringly he 
challenged the armies of Israel (v. 1–11), what a mean figure David made, 
when Providence brought him to the army (v. 12–30), the unparalleled 
bravery wherewith David undertook to encounter this Philistine (v. 31–39). 
The pious resolution with which he attacked him (v. 40–47), the glorious 
victory he obtained over him with a sling and a stone, and the advantage 
which the Israelites thereby gained against the Philistines (v. 48–54). The 
great notice which was hereupon taken of David at court (v. 55–58). It was 
not long ago that the Philistines were soundly beaten, and put to the worse, 
before Israel, and they would have been totally routed if Saul’s rashness 
had not prevented; but here we have them making head again. Observe 
how they defied Israel with their armies, v. 1. They made a descent upon 
the Israelites’ country, and possessed themselves, as it should seem, of 
some part of it, for they encamped in a place which belonged to Judah. 
Israel’s ground would never have been footing for Philistine-armies if Israel 
had been faithful to their God. The Philistines (it is probable) had heard that 
Samuel had fallen out with Saul and forsaken him, and no longer assisted 
and advised him, and that Saul had grown melancholy and unfit for 
business, and this news encouraged them to make this attempt for the 
retrieving of the credit they had lately lost. The enemies of the church are 
watchful to take all advantages, and they never have greater advantages 
than when her protectors have provoked God’s Spirit and prophets to leave 
them. Saul mustered his forces, and faced them. And here we must take 
notice that the evil spirit, for the present, had left Saul, ch.16:23. David’s 
harp having given him some relief, perhaps the alarms and affairs of the 
war prevented the return of the distemper.



When Saul had no further occasion to use him for the relief of his 
distemper, though, being anointed, he had a very good private reason, 
and, having a grant of the place of Saul’s armour-bearer, he had a very 
plausible pretence to have continued his attendance, as a retainer to the 
court, yet he went home to Bethlehem, and returned to keep his father’s 
sheep; this was a rare instance, in a young man that stood so fair for 
preferment, of humility and affection to his parents. He knew better than 
most do how to come down again after he had begun to rise, and strangely 
preferred the retirements of the pastoral life before all the pleasures and 
gaieties of the court. None more fit for honour than he, nor that deserved it 
better, and yet none more dead to it. The Philistines defied Israel with their 
champion Goliath, whom they were almost as proud of as he was of 
himself, hoping by him to recover their reputation and dominion. Perhaps 
the army of the Israelites was superior in number and strength to that of 
the Philistines, which made the Philistines decline a battle, and stand at 
bay with them, desiring rather to put the issue upon a single combat, in 
which, having such a champion, they hoped to gain the victory. Now 
concerning this champion observe his prodigious size. He was of the sons 
of Anak, who at Gath kept their ground in Joshua’s time (Jos. 11:22), and 
kept up a race of giants there, of which Goliath was one, and, it is 
probable, one of the largest. He was in height six cubits and a span, v. 4. 
They learned bishop Cumberland has made it out that the scripture-cubit 
was above twenty-one inches (above three inches more than our half-yard) 
and a span was half a cubit, by which computation Goliath wanted but 
eight inches of four yard in height, eleven feet and four inches, a 
monstrous stature, and which made him very formidable, especially if he 
had strength and spirit proportionable. He looked upon Israel with disdain, 
because they had none among them of such a monstrous bulk, and defies 
them to find a man among them bold enough to enter the list with him. He 
upbraids them with their folly in drawing an army together: “Why have you 
come to set the battle in array? How dare you oppose the mighty 
Philistines?’ ’ Or, “Why should the two armies engage, when the 
controversy may be sooner decided, with only the expense of one life and 
the hazard of another?’



David was to assert the honour of God and Israel against the impudent 
challenges of this champion. He asked what reward was promised to him that 
should slay this Philistine (v. 26), though he knew already, not because he 
was ambitious of the honour, but because he would have it taken notice of, 
and reported to Saul, how much he resented the indignity hereby done to 
Israel and Israel’s God. He might have presumed so far upon his 
acquaintance and interest at court as to go himself to Saul to offer his 
service; but his modesty would not let him do this. It was one of his own 
rules, before it was one of his son’s proverbs, Put not forth thyself in the 
presence of the king, and stand not in the place of great men (Prov. 25:6); yet 
his zeal put him upon that method which he hoped would bring him into this 
great engagement. Two considerations, it seems, fired David with a holy 
indignation: (1.)That the challenger was one that was uncircumcised, a 
stranger to God and out of covenant with him. (2.) That the challenged were 
the armies of the living God, devoted to him, employed by him and for him, 
so that the affronts offered to them reflected upon the living God himself, and 
that he could not bear. When therefore some had told him what was the 
reward proposed for killing the Philistine (v. 27) he asked others (v. 30), with 
the same resentment, which he expected would at length come to Saul’s ear.
He was brow-beaten and discouraged by his eldest brother Eliab, who, taking 
notice of his forwardness, fell into a passion upon it, and gave David very 
abusive language. Consider this as the fruit of Eliab’s jealousy-he was the 
eldest brother, and David the youngest, and perhaps it had been customary 
with him (as it is with too many elder brothers) to trample upon him and take 
every occasion to chide him. But those who thus exalt themselves over their 
juniors may perhaps live to see themselves, by a righteous providence, 
abased, and those to whom they are abusive exalted. Time may come when 
the elder may serve the younger. But Eliab was now vexed that his younger 
brother should speak those bold words against the Philistine which he 
himself durst not say. He knew what honour David had already had in the 
court, and, if he should now get honour in the camp, the glory of his elder 
brethren would be eclipsed and stained; and therefore he would rather that 
Goliath should triumph over Israel than that David should be the man that 
should triumph over him. 

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 17:12–30). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


