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So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)

Sowing the Word
 __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

April 4th - April 10th 2013



2

Table of Contents
Outline…………..…………………………………..2

Study Questions.…………….…………………..3-4

With the Word Commentary………………………5

Matthew Henry……….………………………….6-8

Online Helpful Sources:

Precept Austin - Amazing Online Resource with many 
commentaries and helps:  Including David Guizik, 
Chuck Smith, John MacArther,  Ray Steadman
CH Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!

     http://preceptaustin.org/1 samuel_commentaries.htm

You Version - with multiple translations
You can get this online or with a moble device.
They even have audio files you can listen to of the Bible

                   http://www.youversion.com/

Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies 
by Pastor Jim

     http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/
     WednesdayBibleStudies/1 Samuel/Index.htm



3

Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 17

1. Saul gave David a bronze helmet and a coat of mail to use as armor. 
But not being used to wearing such things, it only hindered him and 
he chose not to wear them. Why do you think David chose not to use 
the "protection" given him? Do we put on things of the world to protect 
us from the enemy, and what is the outcome? Is the outcome of 
having God as our protection different? How does that affect the way 
we face the enemy?

2. David faced that giant with boldness and confidence. He was not 
afraid because he knew that the battle he was about to be engaged in 
was the Lord's battle. Do you have a giant that has been defeated 
because you came to him "in the name of the Lord" and let the Lord 
fight for you? How was His glory shown through that? In what other 
ways is His glory displayed?
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  3. Usually, victory in battle allowed for the taking of war spoils. The 
Israelite army returned and raided the Philistine camp. When the 
Lord has been with you to overcome the enemy, does it feel like you 
have plundered the camp and come out with abundant treasures? 
How does relying on the Lord make a difference in being a 
conqueror or not? Do you think this applies to small combats as well 
as huge battles?

     4. Saul inquired about David and his family in order to fulfill the offer of 
the reward promised to the one who killed Goliath. Do you think 
Saul was concerned about the possibility that David may be the 
contender for the throne of Israel? Can you think of a time when 
someone may have felt "threatened" by a success that the Lord was 
obviously in the midst of? Why do you think they felt this way? How 
did the Lord work this for good to those involved?
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Opportunities. God had prepared David for this occasion, for the private 
victories make possible the public victories (vv. 34–37). A seemingly trivial 
errand led to a challenging situation that brought glory to God and 
recognition to David. Be prepared; you never know when your opportunity 
will come.
Saul was losing strength, but David was growing in power; and Saul’s 
diminishment would continue until Saul’s tragic death. Saul stood head 
and shoulders above everybody else, but he was not big enough to meet 
Goliath. David was a man of faith, and God gave him spiritual stature. 
Great faith makes great men and women. David’s only desire was to 
glorify the God of Israel (vv. 45–47).
Obstacles. Whenever you step out by faith, other people will often put 
obstacles in your way. David’s brother ridiculed him (v. 28) and Saul 
bluntly told David, “You are not able!” (v. 33). Then Saul said, “If you must 
do it, do it my way,” and he encumbered David with his heavy armor. 
David had to ignore the obstacles and keep his faith in the Lord. He had 
to do God’s work in the way God wanted him to do it.

David and the Lord Jesus

David is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of David. He was born 
in Bethlehem and misunderstood by his family; he was an obedient son 
and a conquering hero. The name David means “beloved,” and Jesus is 
the Father’s “beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17). David was anointed king long 
before he took the throne and ruled, and our Lord is King of kings even 
though He is not yet reigning on this earth. Like David, our Lord has had 
to experience rejection and exile before reigning.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 17:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

David is at length presented to Saul for his champion and he bravely 
undertakes to fight the Philistine. Let no man’s heart fail because of him. It 
would have reflected too much upon the valour of his prince if he had said, 
Let not thy heart fail; therefore he speaks generally: Let no man’s heart fail. 
A little shepherd, come but this morning from keeping sheep, has more 
courage than all the mighty men of Israel, and encourages them. Thus does 
God often send good words to his Israel, and do great things for them, by 
the weak and foolish things of the world. David only desires a commission 
from Saul to go and fight with the Philistine, but says nothing to him of the 
reward he had proposed, because that was not the thing he was ambitious 
of, but only the honour of serving God and his country: nor would he seem 
to question Saul’s generosity. Two things David had to do with Saul: (I) To 
get clear of the objection Saul made against his undertaking. “Alas!’ ’ says 
Saul, “thou hast a good heart to it, but art by no means an equal match for 
this Philistine. To engage with him is to throw away a life which may better 
be reserved for more agreeable services. Thou art but a youth, rash and 
inconsiderate, weak and unversed in arms: he is a man that has the head 
and hands of a man, a man of war, trained up and inured to it from his 
youth (v. 33), and how canst thou expect but that he will be too hard for 
thee?’ ’ David, as he had answered his brother’s passion with meekness, 
so he answered Saul’s fear with faith, and gives a reason of the hope which 
was in him that he should conquer the Philistine, to the satisfaction of Saul. 
We have reason to fear that Saul had no great acquaintance with nor 
regard to the word of God, and therefore David, in reasoning with him, 
fetched not his arguments and encouragements thence, how much soever 
he had an eye to it in his own mind. But he argues from experience; though 
he was but a youth, and never in the wars, yet perhaps he had done as 
much as the killing of Goliath came to, for he had had, by divine assistance, 
spirit enough to encounter and strength enough to subdue a lion once and 
another time a bear that robbed him of his lambs, v. 34–36. To these he 
compares this uncircumcised Philistine, looks upon him to be as much a 
ravenous beast as either of them, and therefore doubts not but to deal as 
easily with him; and hereby he gives Saul to understand that he was not so 
inexperienced in hazardous combats as he took him to be.



He tells his story like a man of spirit. He is not ashamed to own that he 
kept his father’s sheep, which his brother had just now upbraided him 
with. So far is he from concealing it that from his employment as a 
shepherd he fetches the experience that now animated him. But he 
lets those about him know that he was no ordinary shepherd. 
Whatever our profession or calling is, be it ever so mean, we should 
labour to excel in it, and do the business of it in the best manner. 
When David kept sheep, (1.) He approved himself very careful and 
tender of his flock, though it was not his own, but his father’s. He could 
not see a lamb in distress but he would venture his life to rescue it. 
This temper made him fit to be a king, to whom the lives of subjects 
should be dear and their blood precious (Ps. 72:14), and fit to be a 
type of Christ, the good Shepherd, who gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them in his bosom (Isa. 40:11), and who not only ventured, 
but laid down his life for his sheep. Thus too was David fit to be an 
example to ministers with the utmost care and diligence to watch for 
souls, that they be not a prey to the roaring lion. (2.) He approved 
himself very bold and brave in the defence of his flock. This was that 
which he was now concerned to give proof of, and better evidence 
could not be demanded than this: “Thy servant not only rescued the 
lambs, but, to revenge the injury, slew both the lion and the bear." He 
applies his story like a man of faith. He owns (v. 37) it was the Lord 
that delivered him from the lion and the bear; to him he gives the 
praise of that great achievement, and thence he infers, He will deliver 
me out of the hand of this Philistine. “The lion and the bear were 
enemies only to me and my sheep, and it was in defence of my own 
interest that I attacked them; but this Philistine is an enemy to God and 
Israel, defies the armies of the living God, and it is for their honour that 
I attack him.’ ’ Note, (1.) Our experiences ought to be improved by us 
as our encouragements to trust in God and venture in the way of duty. 
He that has delivered does and will. (2.) By the care which common 
Providence takes of the inferior creatures, and the protection they are 
under, we may be encouraged to depend upon that special Providence 
which surrounds the Israel of God. He that sets bounds to the waves 
of the sea and the rage of wild beasts can and will restrain the wrath of 
wicked men. 



The preparations made on both sides for the encounter. The Philistine was 
already fixed, as he had been daily for the last forty days. Well might he go 
with his armour, for he had sufficiently proved it. Only we are told (v. 41) that 
he came on and drew near, a signal, it is likely, being given that his challenge 
was accepted, and, as if he distrusted his helmet and coat of mail, a man 
went before him, carrying his shield, for his own hands were full with his 
sword and spear, v. 45. But what arms and ammunition is David furnished 
with? Truly none but what he brought with him as a shepherd; no breastplate, 
nor corselet, but his plain shepherd’s coat; no spear, but his staff; no sword 
nor bow, but his sling; no quiver, but his scrip; nor any arrows, but, instead of 
them, five smooth stones picked up out of the brook, v. 40. By this it 
appeared that his confidence was purely in the power of God, and not in any 
sufficiency of his own, and that now at length he who put it into his heart to 
fight the Philistine put it into his head with what weapons to do it. The 
conference which precedes the encounter, in which observe, how very proud 
Goliath was, (1.) With what scorn he looked upon his adversary, v. 42. He 
looked about, expecting to meet some tall strong man, but, when he saw 
what a mean figure he made with whom he was to engage, he disdained him, 
thought it below him to enter the lists with him, fearing that the 
contemptibleness of the champion he contended with would lessen the glory 
of his victory. He took notice of his person, that he was but a youth, not come 
to his strength, ruddy and of a fair countenance, fitter to accompany the 
virgins of Israel in their dances (if mixed dancing was then in use) than to 
lead on the men of Israel in their battles. How very pious David was. His 
speech savours nothing of ostentation, but God is all in all in it, v. 45–47. (1.) 
He derives his authority from God: “I come to thee by warrant and 
commission from heaven, in the name of the Lord, who has called me to and 
anointed me for this undertaking, who, by his universal providence, is the 
Lord of hosts, of all hosts, and therefore has power to do what he pleases, 
and, by the special grace of his covenant, is the God of the armies of Israel, 
and therefore has engaged and will employ his power for their protection, and 
against thee who hast impiously defied them.’ ’ The name of God David relied 
on, as Goliath did on his sword and spear.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 17:40–47). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


