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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 



4

Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 18

1. Even though Jonathan had claim to the throne of Israel, because he 
was Saul's son, he recognized and supported God's choice of David 
to be the next king of Israel. How does this reflect Jonathan's faith in 
God? Are we willing to accept God's sovereign plan, even if it does 
not put us where we think we ought to be? How can we humble 
ourselves to be where God wants us to be? How can this be a 
witness to others?

2. When the people's song of victory exalted David over Saul, this made 
Saul very angry, and now viewed David as a threat rather than an ally. 
He got so envious that he wanted to kill David, but David trusted God 
and behaved himself wisely. How is God honored by such a 
response? How does this show God's character to others?
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  3. In verse 18, David's reply to being Saul's son-in-law was one of 
humility. David realized that the victory of Goliath and the 
Philistine's was God's victory and not his own. Do we tend to take 
credit for some of the victories we know God has won for us? How 
did that affect our relationship with Him? With others? How did He 
bring us back to Himself?

    4. Saul's plan to have David fight the Philistines only proved that the 
Lord was with David in all his battles and the more victorious he 
was, the more the people loved him. What was Saul's reaction to 
this? Why was God with David and not Saul? How does keeping 
faith in God affect our relationship with Him? What happens when 
we fall away from that faith? 



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

As you read the history of Saul, you often find him with a spear in his 
hand. It was his symbol of authority and power, and he did not want 
anybody to forget that he was in charge. David had a harp in his hand—or 
a shepherd’s crook or a sling or a sword. Whatever task God had for him 
to do, David was available to do it, and God received the glory.
When you are jealous over your authority and position, as Saul was, you 
become envious of others and sensitive to what people are saying about 
you. Saul became almost paranoid about David. First he was envious of 
David, then suspicious and afraid, then angry, and finally so hateful that 
he wanted to kill him.
In that difficult situation, David acted with wisdom from God and trusted 
God to help him. David never considered Saul his enemy, which kept 
David in the place of God’s blessing. David remained a humble servant in 
spite of his great victories, for he knew that God’s anointing was upon 
him. God used those difficult experiences of conflict to help make David a 
great man of faith.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 18:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

In the course of the foregoing chapter we left David in triumph; now in this 
chapter we have, I. The improvement of his triumphs; he soon became, 1. 
Saul’s constant attendant (v. 2). 2. Jonathan’s covenant friend (v. 1, 3, 4). 3. 
The darling of his country (v. 5, 7, 16). II. The allays of his triumphs. This is 
the vanity that accompanies even a right work, that “for it a man is envied,’ ’ 
Eccl. 4:4. So David was by Saul. 1. He hated him, and sought to kill him 
himself (v. 8–11). 2. He feared him, and contrived how he might have some 
mischief done him (v. 12–17). He proposed to marry his daughter to him; 
but, [1.] cheated him of the eldest to provoke him (v. 19), and, [2.] Gave him 
the younger, upon conditions which would endanger his life (v. 20–25). But 
David performed his conditions bravely (v. 26, 27), and grew to be more 
and more esteemed (v. 28–30). Still David is rising, but (as all that aim at 
the crown of life must expect) he had a great deal of difficulty and 
opposition to grapple with. David was anointed to the crown to take it out of 
Saul’s hand, and over Jonathan’s head, and yet here we find, that Saul, 
who was now in possession of the crown, reposed a confidence in him, 
God so ordering it, that he might by his preferment at court be prepared for 
future service. Saul now took David home with him, and would not suffer 
him to return again to his retirement, v. 2. And David having signalized 
himself above the men of war, in taking up the challenge which they 
declined, Saul set him over the men of war (v. 5), not that he made him 
general (Abner was in that post), but perhaps captain of the life-guard; or, 
though he was youngest, he ordered him to have the precedency, in 
recompence of his great services. He employed him in the affairs of 
government; and David went out withersoever Saul sent him, showing 
himself as dutiful as he was bold and courageous. Those that hope to rule 
must first learn to obey. He had approved himself a dutiful son to Jesse his 
father, and now a dutiful servant to Saul his master; those that are good in 
one relation it is to be hoped will be so in another. Jonathan, who was heir 
to the crown, entered into covenant with him, God so ordering it, that 
David’s way might be the clearer when his rival was his friend. Jonathan 
conceived an extraordinary kindness and affection for him (v. 1): When he 
had made an end of speaking to Saul he fell perfectly in love with him.



That both court and country agree to bless him. It is but seldom that they 
agree in their favourites; yet David was accepted in the sight of all the 
people, and also (which was strange) in the sight of Saul’s servants, v. 5. 
The former cordially loved him, the latter could not for shame but caress 
and compliment him. And it was certainly a great instance of the power of 
God’s grace in David that he was able to bear all this respect and honour 
flowing in upon him on a sudden without being lifted up above measure. 
Those that climb so fast have need of good heads and good hearts. It is 
more difficult to know how to abound than how to be abased. Now begin 
David’s troubles, and they not only tread on the heels of his triumphs, but 
take rise from them, such is the vanity of that in this world which seems 
greatest. He was too much magnified by the common people. Some time 
after the victory Saul went a triumphant progress through the cities of Israel 
that lay next him, to receive the congratulations of the country. And, when 
he made his public entry into any place, the women were most forward to 
show him respect, as was usual then in public triumphs (v. 6), and they had 
got a song, it seems, which they sang in their dances (made by some poet 
or other, that was a great admirer of David’s bravery, and was more just 
than wise, in giving his achievements in the late action the preference 
before Saul’s), the burden of which was, Saul had slain his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands. Such a difference as this Moses made between 
the numbers of Ephraim and Manasseh, Deu. 33:17. This mightily 
displeased Saul, and made him envy David, v. 8, 9. He ought to have 
considered that they referred only to this late action, and intended not to 
diminish any of Saul’s former exploits; and that in the action now 
celebrated it was undeniably true that David, in killing Goliath, did in effect 
slay all the Philistines that were slain that day and defeated the whole 
army; so that they did but give David his due. It may be, he that composed 
the song only used a poetic liberty, and intended not any invidious 
comparison between Saul and David; or, if he did, it was below the great 
mind of a prince to take notice of such a reflection upon his personal 
honour, when it appeared that the glory of the public was sincerely 
intended.



In his fury he aimed to kill David, v. 10, 11. Jealousy is the rage of a man; it 
made Saul outrageous against David and impatient to get him out of the way. 
His fits of frenzy returned upon him. The very next day after he conceived 
malice against David the evil spirit from God, that had formerly haunted him, 
seized him again. Those that indulge themselves in envy and 
uncharitableness give place to the devil, and prepare for the re-entry of the 
unclean spirit, with seven others more wicked. Where envy is there is 
confusion. Saul pretended a religious ecstasy: He prophesied in the midst of 
the house, that is, he had the gestures and motions of a prophet, and 
humoured the thing well enough to decoy David into a snare, and that he 
might be fearless of any danger and off his guard; and perhaps designing, if 
he could but kill him, to impute it to a divine impulse and to charge it upon the 
spirit of prophecy with which he seemed to be animated: but really it was a 
hellish fury that actuated him. David, though advanced to a much higher post 
of honour, disdained not, for his master’s service, to return to his harp: He 
played with his hand as at other times. Let not the highest think any thing 
below them whereby they may do good and be serviceable to those they are 
obliged to. It well becomes us, however God has advanced us, always to 
have low thoughts of ourselves. He that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
Observe how God brought good to David out of Saul’s project against him. 1. 
Saul gave him his daughter to be a snare to him, but in this respect that 
marriage was a kindness to him, that his being Saul’s son-in-law made his 
succeeding him much the less invidious, especially when so many of his 
sons were slain with him, ch.31:2. Saul thought, by putting him upon 
dangerous services, to have him taken off, but that very thing confirmed his 
interest in the people; for the more he did against the Philistines the better 
they loved him, so that his name was much set by (v. 30), which would make 
his coming to the crown the more easy. Thus God makes even the wrath of 
man to praise him and serves his designs of kindness to his own people by it.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 18:12–30). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


