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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 19

1. David and Jonathan had such a strong friendship that Jonathan was 
willing to be a "spy", of sorts, to find what Saul's intensions were 
towards David. Have you ever encountered such a friendship, that 
either party was willing to protect the other from eminent danger? 
How does the fellowship we have with God affect our relationship with 
others? Can others see Jesus in our alliances? How is His 
compassion shown through us?

 2. Saul listened to Jonathan's defense for David, and Saul vowed not to 
have David killed. Violating a vow is a serious offense against God. 
What was the result of this broken vow of Saul's? Has there been a 
time in your life when a promise was made to God but later broken? 
What was the ramificiation? How did God specifically work to bring 
you back to Himself? Isn't it amazing how His grace and mercy never 
fail when we are faithful to repent?!
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  3. Verse 9 says that the distressing, or evil, spirit from the Lord came 
upon Saul, as it told us in chapters 16 and 18 also. The reason the 
Lord allowed this spirit to come upon him was because of Saul's 
continued disobedience. Do you think God still sends tormenting 
spirits when rebellion abides? What must we do to seek His will and 
receive His blessings? How does this help us defeat the enemy? 
How is His glory shown through these victories?

  4. Saul sent messengers to capture David from where he was with 
Samuel. When the troops arrived, the Spirit of God came upon them 
and they began to prophesy along with the prophets Samuel was 
leading. Because they were in the presence of the Lord, they did not 
entertain the thought of bringing David back to Saul. How does His 
presence affect your thoughts and actions? Do you find that the 
closer your walk is with Him, the easier it is to refrain from sin? How 
does being in the company of other believers help us to abstain 
from transgressions? What must we do to maintain that intimate 
journey with Him?
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

David was in constant danger, but God protected him, sometimes 
providentially (v. 10) and sometimes through the ministry of others. When 
the battles were all ended, David wrote, “He delivered me because He 
delighted in me” (Ps. 18:19). David’s integrity before God was his 
strongest weapon during those years of persecution from Saul. You 
cannot control what people do to you, but you can control what you do 
with God.

Jonathan was David’s dearest friend, and he kept David informed of 
Saul’s plans. Faith in God does not exclude a commonsense approach to 
life. Michal, Saul’s daughter, risked her life to protect her husband, and 
until the day of his death, Samuel stood by David.

The “ultimate weapon” of the believer is spiritual, the power of God at 
work changing people (vv. 18–24; 2 Cor. 10:3–6). Had Saul repented and 
yielded himself to the Lord, he would have saved himself and his family a 
great deal of sorrow and trouble.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 19:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

Immediately after David’s marriage, which one would have hoped would 
secure him Saul’s affection, we find his troubles coming upon him faster 
than ever and Saul’s enmity to him the cause of all. His death was vowed, 
and four fair escapes of his from the hurtful sword of Saul we have an 
account of in this chapter: the first by the prudent mediation of Jonathan, 
the second by his own quickness, the third by Michal’s fidelity, the fourth by 
Samuel’s protection, and a change, for the present, wrought upon Saul. 
Thus God has many ways of preserving his people. Providence is never at 
a loss. Saul and Jonathan appear here in their different characters, with 
reference to David. (1) Never was enemy so unreasonably cruel as Saul. 
He spoke to his son and all his servants that they should kill David, v. 1. His 
projects to take him off had failed, and therefore he proclaims him an out-
law, and charges all about him, upon their allegiance, to take the first 
opportunity to kill David. It is strange that he was not ashamed thus to avow 
his malice when he could give no reason for it, and that knowing all his 
servants loved David (for so he had said himself, ch.18:22), he was not 
afraid of provoking them to rebel by this bloody order. Either malice was not 
then so politic, or justice was not so corrupted as it has been since, or else 
Saul would have had him indicted, and have suborned witnesses to swear 
treason against him, and so have had him taken off, as Naboth was, by 
colour of law. But there is least danger from this undisguised malice. It was 
strange that he who knew how well Jonathan loved him should expect him 
to kill him; but he thought that because he was heir to the crown he must 
needs be as envious at David as himself was. And Providence ordered it 
thus that he might befriend David’s safety. (2) Never was friend so 
surprisingly kind as Jonathan. A friend in need is a friend indeed. Such a 
one Jonathan was to David. He not only continued to delight much in him, 
though David’s glory eclipsed his, but bravely appeared for him now that 
the stream ran so strongly against him. He took care for his present 
security by letting him know his danger (v. 2): “Take heed to thyself, and 
keep out of harm’s way.’ ’ Jonathan knew not but that some of the servants 
might be either so obsequious to Saul or so envious at David as to put the 
orders in execution which Saul had given, if they could light on David. 



Jonathan took pains to pacify his father and reconcile him to David. The 
next morning he ventured to commune with him concerning David (v. 3), 
not that night, perhaps because he observed Saul to be drunk and not fit to 
be spoken to, or because he hoped that, when he had slept upon it, he 
would himself revoke the order, or because he could not have an 
opportunity of speaking to him till morning. His intercession for David was 
very prudent. It was managed with a great deal of the meekness of 
wisdom; and he showed himself faithful to his friends by speaking good of 
him, though he was in danger of incurring his father’s displeasure by it—a 
rare instance of valuable friendship! He pleads, the good services David 
had done to the public, and particularly to Saul: His work has been to thee-
ward very good, v. 4. Witness the relief he had given him against his 
distemper with his harp, and his bold encounter with Goliath, that 
memorable action, which did, in effect, save Saul’s life and kingdom. He 
appeals to himself concerning his: Thou thyself sawest it, and didst rejoice. 
In that and other instances it appeared that David was a favourite of 
heaven and a friend to Israel, as well as a good servant to Saul, for by him 
the Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel; so that to order him to be 
slain was not only base ingratitude to so good a servant, but a great affront 
to God and a great injury to the public. David continues his good services 
to his king and country. Though Saul had requited him evil for good, and 
even his usefulness was the very thing for which Saul envied him, yet he 
did not therefore retire in sullenness and decline public service. Those that 
are ill paid for doing good, yet must not be weary of well doing, 
remembering what a bountiful benefactor our heavenly Father is, even to 
the froward and unthankful. Notwithstanding the many affronts Saul had 
given to David, yet we find him as bold as ever in using his sword for the 
service of his country, v. 8. The war broke out again with the Philistines, 
which gave David occasion again to signalize himself. It was a great deal 
of bravery that he charged them; and he came off victorious, slaying many 
and putting the rest to flight. sick (Ps. 35:13, 14), which perhaps refers to 
Saul’s sickness.



Having got away in the night from his own house, he fled not to Bethlehem to 
his relations, nor to any of the cities of Israel that had caressed and cried him 
up, to make an interest in them for his own preservation; but he ran straight 
to Samuel and told him all that Saul had done to him, v. 18. 1. Because 
Samuel was the man that had given him assurance of the crown, and his 
faith in that assurance now beginning to fail, and he being ready to say in his 
haste (or in his flight, as some read it, Ps. 116:11), All men are liars (“not only 
Saul that promised me my life, but Samuel himself that promised me the 
throne’ ’), whither should he go but to Samuel, for such encouragements, in 
this day of distress, as would support his faith? In flying to Samuel he made 
God his refuge, trusting in the shadow of his wings; where else can a good 
man think himself safe? 2. Because Samuel, as a prophet, was best able to 
advise him what to do in this day of his distress. In the psalm he penned the 
night before he had lifted up his prayer to God, and now he takes the first 
opportunity of waiting upon Samuel to receive direction and instruction from 
God. If we expect answers of peace to our prayers, we must have our ears 
open to God’s word. 3. Because with Samuel there was a college of prophets 
with whom he might join in praising God, and the pleasure of this exercise 
would be the greatest relief imaginable to him in his present distress. He met 
with little rest or satisfaction in Saul’s court, and therefore went to seek it in 
Samuel’s church. And, doubtless, what little pleasure is to be had in this 
world those have it that live a life of communion with God; to this David 
retired in the time of trouble, Ps. 27:4–6. Many have great gifts and yet no 
grace, prophesy in Christ’s name and yet are disowned by him, Mt. 7:22, 23. 
Now the proverb recurs, Is Saul among the prophets? See ch.10:12. Then it 
was different from what it had been, but now contrary. He is rejected of God, 
and actuated by an evil spirit, and yet among the prophets.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 19:18–24). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


