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1 Samuel 3

So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; 
and they gave the sense, and 

helped them to understand the reading.
(Nehemiah 8:8)
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Outline

  I.  Samuel (1 Sam. 1-7)
   1.  Birth and childhood (1-2)
   2.  Early ministry (3)
   3.  Saga of the Ark (4-6)
   4.  Samuel's influence (7)

  II. Saul (1 Sam. 8-15)
1.  Israel:  We want a king (8)

    2.  Saul made king (9-12)
    3.  Early victories (12)
    4.  The rebuke of Saul (13:1-15)
    5.  The wars of Saul (13:16-14:52)
    6.  The rejection of Saul (15:1-35)

  III.  David (1 Sam. 16-1 Sam. 31)
1.  The shepherd (16-17)

    2.  The servant (18-19)
    3.  The exile (20-31) 
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Study Questions
for 

1 Samuel 3

1. Verse 3 tells us that Samuel was sleeping in the tabernacle near the 
Ark.  Why do you think Samuel was sleeping there, as opposed to 
Eli sleeping close to the Ark?  Does this have anything to do with 
their spiritual closeness to the Lord?

2. In verse 10, the Lord calls "Samuel, Samuel".  The doubling of the 
name calls attention to the seriousness of the moment.  Has there 
been a time in your life where the Lord has "called your name 
twice"?  What was your response?
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3. Hophni and Phinehas were expressing their contempt for God 
through their actions of taking the Lord's portion of the people's 
offerings, abusing the women at the city gates, and other such 
terrible sins against God.  God said the neither blood sacrifices or 
offerings would be acceptable on behalf of Eli and his sons.  What 
sin today is there that God would not be able to forgive?  Why?

 4.   Eli insisted that Samuel tell him all that the Lord said to him.  Samuel 
was afraid to tell Eli of God's plan for him and his family either 
because he respected Eli's position or he feared for his own safety.  
Can you think of a time when God wanted you to convey a message 
to someone, yet you felt uncomfortable in doing so?  How did that 
affect your decision to either do it or not to do it?



666Filae Piratae Rex quidam regnavit, in cuius imperio iuvenis a piratis captus
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With the Word Bible Commentary 

Sanctity. A godly life can develop in spite of ungodly influences surrounding 
it. So it was with Moses in Egypt, Daniel in Babylon, and our Lord in Nazareth. 
Samuel was not isolated, but he was separated. He belonged to the Lord. 
Daily, he was in contact with sin, and yet he was not contaminated by it. He 
was a “living sacrifice” and experienced God’s transforming power (Rom. 
12:1–2).

Authority. Even though Eli was not the most godly example or mentor, young 
Samuel submitted to his authority. We submit to man’s authority “for the 
Lord’s sake” (1 Pet. 2:13–25), for we serve God, not men. We trust Him to 
protect us and work out His will even in the lives of ungodly people.

Fidelity. God gave His message to Samuel because He knew Samuel was 
faithful. The lad was accustomed to being alert to Eli’s voice and to obeying 
immediately, so when God spoke, Samuel was ready. Being faithful in a few 
small things prepares you for bigger things (Matt. 25:21). Hearing the voice of 
God did not keep Samuel from doing the work of God (v. 15); he went right 
back to the old tasks. The nation would now listen to Samuel’s words, for they 
knew he was God’s spokesman.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (1 Sa 3:1). 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Matthew Henry

 

 

In the foregoing chapter we had Samuel a young priest, though by birth a Levite only, 
for he ministered before the Lord in a linen ephod; in this chapter we have him a 
young prophet, which was more, God in an extraordinary manner revealing himself to 
him, and in him reviving, if not commencing, prophecy in Israel. Here is, I. God’s first 
manifestation of himself in an extraordinary manner to Samuel (v. 1–10). II. The 
message he sent by him to Eli (v. 11–14). III. The faithful delivery of that message to 
Eli, and his submission to the righteousness of God in it (v. 15–18). IV. The 
establishment of Samuel to be a prophet in Israel (v. 19–21).  To make way for the 
account of God’s revealing himself first to Samuel, we are here told, 1. How 
industrious Samuel was in serving God, according as his place and capacity were (v. 
1): The child Samuel, though but a child, ministered unto the Lord before Eli. It was 
an aggravation of the wickedness of Eli’s sons that the child Samuel shamed them. 
They rebelled against the Lord, but Samuel ministered to him; they slighted their 
father’s admonitions, but Samuel was observant of them; he ministered before Eli, 
under his eye and direction. It was the praise of Samuel that he was so far from 
being influenced by their bad example that he did not in the least fall off, but 
improved and went on. And it was a preparative for the honours God intended him; 
he that was thus faithful in a little was soon after entrusted with much more. Let those 
that are young be humble and diligent, which they will find the surest way to 
preferment. Those are fittest to rule who have learnt to obey. 2. How scarce a thing 
prophecy then was, which made the call of Samuel to be the greater surprise to 
himself and the greater favour to Israel: The word of the Lord was precious in those 
days. Now and then a man of God was employed as a messenger upon an 
extraordinary occasion (as ch.2:27), but there were no settled prophets, to whom the 
people might have recourse for counsel, nor from whom they might expect the 
discoveries of the divine will. And the rarity of prophecy made it the more precious in 
the account of all those that knew how to put a right value upon it. It was precious, 
for what there was (it seems) was private: There was no open vision, that is, there 
were none that were publicly known to have visions. Perhaps the impiety and 
impurity that prevailed in the tabernacle, and no doubt corrupted the whole nation, 
had provoked God, as a token of his displeasure, to withdraw the Spirit of prophecy, 
till the decree had gone forth for the raising up of a more faithful priest, and then, as 
an earnest of that, this faithful prophet was raised up.  The manner of God’s 
revealing himself to Samuel is here related very particularly, for it was uncommon.



I. Eli had retired. Samuel had waited on him to his bed, and the rest that 
attended the service of the sanctuary had gone, we may suppose, to their 
several apartments (v. 2): Eli had laid down in his place; he went to bed 
betimes, being unfit for business and soon weary of it, and perhaps loving 
his ease too well. Probably he kept his chamber much, which gave his 
sons the greater liberty. And he sought retirement the more because his 
eyes began to wax dim, an affliction which came justly upon him for 
winking at his sons’ faults.
II. Samuel had laid down to sleep, in some closet near to Eli’s room, as his 
page of the back-stairs, ready within call if the old man should want any 
thing in the night, perhaps to read to him if he could not sleep. He chose to 
take Samuel into this office rather than any of his own family, because of 
the towardly disposition he observed in him. When his own sons were a 
grief to him, his little servitor was his joy. Let those that are afflicted in their 
children thank God if they have any about them in whom they are 
comforted. Samuel had laid down ere the lamp of God went out, v. 3. It 
should seem he lay somewhere so near the holy place that he went to bed 
by that light, before any of the lamps in the branches of the candlestick 
went out (for the main lamp never went out), which probably was towards 
midnight. Till that time Samuel had been employing himself in some good 
exercise or other, reading and prayer, or perhaps cleaning or making ready 
the holy place; and then went softly to his bed. Then we may expect God’s 
gracious visits, when we are constant and diligent in our duty.
III. God called him by name, and he took it for Eli’s call, and ran to him, v. 
4, 5. Samuel lay awake in his bed, his thoughts, no doubt, well employed 
(as David’s Ps. 63:6), when the Lord called to him, bishop Patrick thinks 
out of the most holy place, and so the Chaldee paraphrase reads it, A 
voice was heard out of the temple of the Lord; but Eli, though it is likely he 
lay nearer, heard it not; yet possibly it might come some other way. 
Hereupon we have an instance, 1. Of Samuel’s industry, and readiness to 
wait on Eli; supposing it was he that called him, he hastened out of his 
warm bed and ran to him, to see if he wanted any thing, and perhaps 
fearing he was not well. “Here am I,’ ’ said he—a good example to 
servants, to come when they are called; and to the younger, not only to 
submit to the elder, but to be careful and tender of them. 2. Of his infirmity, 
and unacquaintedness with the visions of the Almighty, that he took that to 
be only Eli’s call which was really the call of God. Such mistakes as these 
we make oftener than we think of. 



Here is, I. The message which, after all this introduction, God delivered to 
Samuel concerning Eli’s house. God did not come to him now to tell him 
how great a man he should be in his day, what a figure he should make, 
and what a blessing he should be in Israel. Young people have commonly 
a great curiosity to be told their fortune, but God came to Samuel, not to 
gratify his curiosity, but to employ him in his service and send him on an 
errand to another person, which was much better; and yet the matter of this 
first message, which no doubt made a very great impression upon him, 
might be of good use to him afterwards, when his own sons proved, though 
not so bad as Eli’s, yet not so good as they should have been, ch.8:3. The 
message is short, not nearly so long as that which the man of God brought, 
ch.2:27. For, Samuel being a child, it could not be expected that he should 
remember a long message, and God considered his frame. The memories 
of children must not be overcharged, no, not with divine things. But it is a 
sad message, a message of wrath, to ratify the message in the former 
chapter, and to bind on the sentence there pronounced, because perhaps 
Eli did not give so much regard to that as he ought to have done. Divine 
threatenings, the less they are heeded, the surer they will come and the 
heavier they will fall. Reference is here had to what was there said 
concerning both the sin and the punishment. 1. Concerning the sin: it is the 
iniquity that he knoweth, v. 13. The man of God told him of it, and many a 
time his own conscience had told him of it. O what a great deal of guilt and 
corruption is there in us concerning which we may say, “It is the iniquity 
which our own heart knoweth, we are conscious to ourselves of it!’ ’ In 
short, the iniquity was this: His sons made themselves vile, and he 
restrained them not. Or, as it is in the Hebrew, he frowned not upon them. If 
he did show his dislike of their wicked courses, yet not to that degree that 
he ought to have done: he did reprove them, but he did not punish them, 
for the mischief they did, nor deprive them of their power to do mischief, 
which as a father, high priest, and judge, he might have done. Note, (1.) 
Sinners do by their own wickedness make themselves vile. They debauch 
themselves (for every man is tempted when he is drawn aside of his own 
lusts, Jam. 1:14) and thereby they debase themselves, and make 
themselves not only mean, but odious to the holy God and holy men and 
angels. Sin is a vile thing, and degrades men more than any thing, Ps. 
15:4. Eli’s sons made light of God, and made his offerings vile in the 
people’s eyes; but the shame returned into their own bosom: they made 
themselves vile.

Henry, M. (1994). Matthew Henry’s commentary on the whole Bible: 
Complete and unabridged in one volume (1 Sa 3:11–18). Peabody: 

Hendrickson.


